
Sermon for Trinity 14 – Luke 17:11-19 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
  

The Center for Disease Control reported that 96 cases of Hansen’s Disease (what 
today’s Gospel reading calls “leprosy”) occurred in the United States in the year 2002.  
None of these cases resulted in death and those who had been infected were probably 
cured within 2 or 3 weeks.  And in all actuality, 96 out of around 300 million is a fairly 
insignificant percentage.  And in the decade or so since these statistics were released, 
leprosy has proven to be equally non-threatening. 
 

However, in first century Judea, leprosy was anything but non-threatening.  The 
physical suffering was severe, and more often than not, led to death.  Yet the social 
ramifications were far more devastating.  A diagnosis of this disease almost 
automatically isolated the individual from work, family, worship and every other facet 
of society in which they lived.  Those with leprosy were forced to live at an extreme 
distance from the regular society.  They could be seen and heard only from afar.            
 

So this was the scene Luke shows in today’s Gospel.  10 men with leprosy on the 
outskirts of a certain village call out to their Master.  “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”  
Similar is our cry in the Holy Liturgy, “Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy 
upon us.  Lord, have mercy upon us.”  By calling out for mercy, we as well as the 10 
lepers, confess our unworthiness, counting the Lord’s help as pure grace.   
 

But why would we need the Lord’s help? Why should we count ourselves as 
unworthy? Dearly beloved, these ten lepers are the veritable picture of the human race.  
While you and I will likely never know or hear of anyone contracting leprosy, there is a 
disease far more deadly and far-reaching through the entirety of humanity.  And I’m 
not talking about Hollywood’s new blockbuster.  I’m talking about sin.  Thus saith the 
Lord, “They are all corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth 
good.  The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there 
were any that did understand, and seek God.  They have all gone aside, they are all 
together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one.”  Sin has infected 
every man, woman, and child.    
 

Sin and leprosy in many respects, are very comparable.  Leprosy destroys the 
whole outward appearance of the human body.  Sin destroys the soul and body from 
the tip of the head where evil thoughts and words ooze out, to the hands that steal that 
which belongs to our neighbor, to the feet which are swift to take us to our next gossip 
or lie.  Leprosy, once it takes hold, eats away at a person more and more.  When we fall 
into sin, it is rarely an isolated incident.  One lie leads to a multitude of lies and deceit 
just to cover that one lie.  Just like a family taking trip to an unfamiliar location, one 
wrong turn leads to another and another and another.  And the farther you go, the more 
lost you are.  That’s how it is with sin.  Or take the case of King David.  He refused to go 
to war with his soldiers.  And then, he lusted after and coveted another man’s wife.  



And then, he committed adultery with her.  And then, he had the man murdered.  The 
devastation compounded.  That’s how it is with sin. 
 

For a man to be healed of leprosy he must go to a physician.  His flesh must be 
entirely clean to be healed.  So it is also in our delivery from sin.  Cleansing must be 
complete.  This comes to us by being renewed by the Holy Spirit in Holy Baptism.  This 
is the cure that the Great Physician uses to treat us.  There is no sin great or small that 
He cannot heal.  How can the filth of any sin be so great that the Lord cannot cleanse it 
in His blood? How can the disease of any sin be so great that it cannot be cured by the 
death of this holy Physician? How can the wounds of any sin be so deep that they 
cannot be healed by the wounds in His life-giving flesh? 
 

Holy Baptism cures the disease of sin much the same way as the Lord cured the 
10 lepers in today’s Gospel.  Someone healed from leprosy was “made clean.”  So in 
Baptism we are “made clean.”  The Word of Christ accomplishes that which it says.  
Just as Naaman was rid of his leprosy by bathing in the Jordan River, the disease of sin 
is washed away in Holy Baptism.  By the Word of Christ, all the lepers were cleansed.  
All received this temporal blessing from the Lord.  The sun shines alike on all people.  
Or as Luther would explain the fourth petition of the Our Father, “God certainly gives 
daily bread to everyone without our prayers, even to all evil people …” God makes the 
sun rise on the evil and the good and he sends rain on the just and unjust.  For the nine, 
this was enough.  And don’t think they weren’t thankful.  Imagine it! They could return 
back to their livelihood.  They were reunited to their families.  It would be silly to say 
that they were ungrateful.  They were extremely thankful.  They lacked no gratitude.  
But what they lacked was faith.  They all went to the temple.  They all were declared 
clean by the priest.  For the nine, this was the end of their worship.  The civil law 
declared them justified.  Yet before moral law, the 10 commandments, yes, the only one 
that matters, they remained condemned.  They continued to live by the law.  That was 
enough for the 9.   

 
But not so for the 1.  That is, the one Samaritan leper who turned back.  He 

lacked not faith.  In turning back to the Christ, he lacked nothing.  All the lepers were 
declared justified by Judea’s priest.  Yet only the one leper was declared justified by 
Heaven’s High Priest.  For the one, temporal health and happiness were not enough.  
He wanted eternal life.  In Christ, his worship continued with no end at the temple of 
the Lord’s Body which was destroyed, but raised again in three days.  He found the best 
and only gift! Christ Jesus!  
 

And we can do no better.  Christ and His Kingdom are found today where He 
promises to be: in Holy Baptism, in Holy Absolution, and in Holy Communion.  “Seek 
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to 
you.” Amen. 

 
The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. Amen. BJF 


