
Sermon for Trinity 7 – Genesis 2:7-17 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
  
  In those days, when again a great crowd of the sons of Adam and the daughters 
of Eve had gathered, and they had nothing to eat, the Lord had compassion on them.  If 
God sent them away hungry to their homes, they would faint on the way.  They are a 
far way from Eden, their first home.  After being cast out of paradise, life is not the 
same: Eve’s daughters bring forth children in pain.  Adam’s sons struggle to provide 
bread by the sweat of their face, toiling on the cursed ground overrun with thorns and 
thistles.  This deserted district of the Decapolis where our Deity discoursed with 
distressed disciples was no different.  ―How could one feed these people with bread 
here in this desolate place? Can God furnish a table in the wilderness? Behold he smote 
the rock, that the waters gushed out, and the streams overflowed; can He give bread 
also?‖ 
 

Dearly beloved, let’s go back to where it all began: in Eden.  The Garden was 
synonymous with paradise.  It was utterly perfect.  Part of this excellence was the 
divine planting of two very important trees:  The Tree of Life, and The Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil.  The former gave abundant life—and that to the fullest.  
But attached to the latter was certain and eternal death.  Before the foundations of the 
world were laid, God had full foreknowledge of what would transpire in the Garden of 
Eden with respect to man’s fall into sin.  It didn’t surprise the Lord.  He did not have to 
quickly develop a ―Plan B‖ to deal with man’s sin.  Before the world began the Father’s 
only begotten Son was headed for Golgotha’s cross.  He would again perfect the total 
ruin of God’s perfect creation.  Adam and Eve’s (as well as their sons and daughters’) 
violation of the First Commandment and the curse of death that followed would be 
swallowed up in the Son’s perfect keeping of God’s First Commandment (and, 
subsequently keeping every commandment after that), even unto His death! As eating 
from the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil brought death into the 
world, now eating the fruits of Christ’s Tree, the cross, would bring eternal life, and that 
to the fullest.  
 

Adam and Eve knew Eden, the perfect paradise.  Could we find the location of 
the garden today?  We do know the general area where it existed because Scripture 
describes the spot.   The Garden was in the proximity of the Tigris and Euphrates 
Rivers: bodies of water which we could easily locate on a map today.  A modern map 
would tell us that this land is currently known as the nation of Iraq, a terrain known for 
arid desert and not so much for lush fruit trees.  How fitting it is that this now desert 
wilderness is barren of almost all life since the fall-- a veritable portrait of the condition 
of man who fell there so long ago.  So great was the fall into sin! Beyond all 
comprehension did we plummet into the chaos of unbelief.  The relationship between 
God and us was destroyed; the relationship between us and our fellow man was ruined 
and the relationship between us and the creation itself was devastated! We are helpless 
in the catastrophe of sin to rescue ourselves.  Ruined by transgression, our only future 
was sin, death, the grave, and hell forever.       
 



After this fall, fearsome cherubim and a flaming sword were stationed on guard 
duty at the east of Eden.  Why? In order that Adam and Eve might be protected from 
eating fruit of the Tree of Life.  And why was this important? Eating from this tree after 
eating from the tree of the knowledge of Good and Evil would have confirmed in their 
fallen estate forever.  Therefore, what seems an act of punishment on God’s part, 
(banishment from the Garden), is actually an act of divine mercy toward His fallen 
creatures. 
 

As always, the Father’s mercy manifested itself in action.  God’s original 
intention of perfection for His creatures will not be thwarted! God intended for us 
perfect communion with Him and so perfect communion there will be.  God intended 
eternal life for us, and eternal life He will give us.  To ensure that we have perfect 
communion with Him, our Heavenly Father will stop at nothing!    
      

This means that His eternal and only begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, must 
Himself become man.  He will assume human flesh with all its frailties.  If fallen 
humanity will hunger, then God Himself will know the pain of an empty stomach.  
If fallen humanity will weep and mourn then the Son of God shall grieve and shed 
tears.  If fallen humanity will know the pain of human betrayal and sin, then even the 
very Son of God will subject Himself to that indignity.  If it is necessary for God’s only 
Son to suffer physical pain and eternal anguish that was due to the sin of His creatures, 
then our Lord will know the terrors of both cross and hell.  He is the price for the 
forgiveness of our sins! His broken body and shed blood is the atoning sacrifice for our 
sin.  No matter the divine cost, our Heavenly Father will have His Son suffer all, even 
death, so that we might have perfect communion with Him! In the Lord’s Supper, Jesus 
Himself became our Tree of Life! Through the brutal Tree of Golgotha, our Heavenly 
Father would bring us to eat of the Tree of Life forevermore.  The altar is where the 
access to the fruit of the Tree of Life can be obtained by God’s freely given grace! Here, 
at the altar is there full forgiveness of all your sins!  On the wooden cross is the 
righteous and divine wrath of God against sin and unbelief expended without limit on 
God’s innocent Son, for you, so that here atop the wooden altar is your eternal life with 
God! 
 

Speculation about the specific geographic location of the Garden of Eden is futile.  
Even if such a discovery could be found, we now have a more perfect communion with 
God than Adam and Eve ever did.  In the desert of our sin, how could one feed us with 
bread here in this desolate place? Can God furnish a table in the wilderness? Can He 
give bread also? All praise be to Jesus Christ who, in His Supper, strengthens and 
preserves us in body and soul.  Amen.  

 
The Peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. Amen. BJF


*I am humbly indebted to the Rev. R.A. Bolland (pastor of Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 
Kansas City, MO from 2005-2011) for his insights to this text. 


