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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ… in The Word, 

The Lord Jesus calls out and says to us, “Continue in My Word.”  This means we are 

never finished with our spiritual growth and Christian education.  As Christians being 

“In The Word” is an ongoing process.  Granted, some of us are at different points in 

this process… but that doesn’t make any real difference as long as we understand this 

process is “for us” and we are moving. 

With this issue of The Shepherd’s Staff comes my invitation (and, hopefully, through 

you to others known by you) to “Continue in HIS Word.”  I invite you to come and be 

a part of our newly-forming ADULT INFORMATION CLASS.  We will meet and 

organize at 6 P.M. on Sunday, September 16
th
.  The goal of this “organizational 

meeting” is to simply determine a mutually workable and acceptable day of the week 

for this class and to distribute the appropriate study material we will be using.  Come 

yourself for a refresher of Biblical/Lutheran teaching and doctrine.  For those who are 

not members of the Lutheran Church but are at some point considering that possibility, 

this class will prove to be a most helpful tool in reaching a decision. 

You, as a member of our parish-family, have a double opportunity in this class: first, 

that of increasing and strengthening your personal “continuing” in His Word and, 

secondly, being instrumental in helping and inviting others as they continue as well.  

Therefore, I hope to see you and, with you, others the evening of September 16
th
. 

Also, please take note of all the other, “Continue in My Word” opportunities here at 

Christ Lutheran.  The Word of Life speaks to us, gives us strength, directs us, and 

comforts in times of need.  The Lord loves to give… and through the gift of His 

Word… He gives you something special.  He gives you everlasting life. 

 

“Continuing” with you…In HIS Word, 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Arnold 

 

 



Knowing Jesus 
   Has someone ever asked you, “Do you know Jesus?” Protestant evangelizers sometimes use this 
question to get the conversation started with unbelievers.  They refer to unbelievers as “those who don’t yet 
know Jesus,” which is more politically correct than calling them “unbelievers,” “pagans,” or “heathen.”  
They assume that once someone hears about Jesus they will automatically be a Christian.  But imagine if a 
Muslim referred to you and your family as “those who don’t yet know Allah,” and asks you, “Do you know 
Muhammad?”  Yep.  I’ve heard of him.  In fact, I learned quite a bit about him.  But I have no interest in 
believing in him.  You could say I’m an unbeliever in Allah with no intent of changing that.  Likewise, I 
would venture a guess that anyone with whom you talk in this day has heard of Jesus.  So knowing of Jesus 
isn’t really the issue.  True faith has little to do with the cognitive exercise of reason, yet much to do with 
receiving Jesus’ gift of forgiveness through the Holy Spirit.        

So what about for you, O faithful child of God within our parish-family: “Do you know Jesus?”  
What the question is really getting at is “Was I baptized as an infant (or adult) into the faith?”  For many of 
us, the idea of not “knowing” Jesus, being nurtured in this faith our whole lives through, would be 
unthinkable. 

Sometimes we encounter the unbiblical view that faith must come to a person at some specific point 
of decision (aka “when I gave my heart to Jesus”).  They say one cannot already have saving faith by infant 
baptism.  Proponents of this theology and Lutherans can use the term “saved” and mean completely 
different things.  The Made-my-Decision-for-Jesus-crowd means “having had a specific conversion 
experience when I chose God at a precise point in my life.” When we say “saved,” we mean “saved with no 
work or decision from us.”  So also, the phrase “born-again.”  When they talk about being born again, they 
usually mean that they had some sudden spiritual awakening and decided that they were a Christian.  They 
may believe that in order to be a Christian, people must have a personal (often times emotional) experience 
in their lives in which they officially became a Christian and God shows His presence in their lives.  It’s 
called a “conversion experience.”  But, being “born-again” for us is called “Baptism.” (See John 3:3ff)  This 
typically takes place in infants, but also in adults, as the Spirit works through His Word to bring a person to 
faith and the baptismal font only by God’s doing.   

For those who have made a decision for Jesus, their relationship with God begins only when they 
fully realize it.  But think about how wrong-headed that idea is.  Did you become the son or daughter of 
your mother and father only when you realized it? Did that relationship begin only when you could 
understand it? Can you imagine a father holding his newborn son and being asked, “Is this your child?” 
and the man responding, “Nope, he hasn’t called me ‘dad’ yet.”? If an earthly father’s relationship can exist 
with his unknowing child, how much more does our Heavenly Father’s relationship exist through Baptism 
with us, even before we know Him!?!    

There is another common objection to the second birth of Baptism that we Lutherans face.  I was 
baptized when I was about one month old.  My son and daughter, at their Baptisms, were younger than 
that (God be praised!)  How can a one month old have faith? How can someone know Jesus when s/he was 
a baby? 

For me, I didn’t fully understand God and the Bible when I was baptized as an infant (some things 
never change!).  But that doesn’t matter, because I am saved through the gift of Holy Baptism, which God 
has given to me by grace.  Faith is a gift.  My salvation does not come through my own knowledge and 
understanding, and my salvation is not lost through a lack of knowledge and understanding.  It is good to 
know a lot about theology, but that doesn’t mean that a baby or young child who has not had time to 
accumulate that knowledge doesn’t have real faith. 

So do I know Jesus? Yes.  Not because I sought Him out.  And certainly not because I am always 
cognizant of Him and fully understand Him.  I know Him because He came to me and told me that He was 
my Savior, and He did this so long ago that I can’t remember a time when I didn’t “know” Jesus. 
In Christ’s Service, 
 
 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

SR-LYF  /  JR-LYF 
    Grades 9-12                                 Grades 6-8 

BACK IN THE SWING DAY 
Sunday, September 9        2:00-5:00 PM  

  

On Sunday, September 9
th

, at 2:00 PM, SR-LYF members 
(grades 9-12) and JR-LYF members (grades 6-8) are invited 
for a day trip to Cool Crest (in Independence, MO) for a 
round of miniature golf and for an ice cream/frozen custard 
treat.  Friends can come too, as long as we have enough 
drivers.   
 

Be sure that everyone who attends brings $10 to pay for 
green fees and for dessert.  Other than our June Float Trip, 
this is the first event for our new 6

th
 graders to enjoy as 

members of the JR-LYF.  We will leave from the church 
parking lot at 2:00 PM and should return by 5:00 PM.  Hope 
to see you there! 
 

 

Little Lambs /  Kids For Christ 

       Infant-Kindergarten               Grades 1-5 

AFTERNOON AT THE  

PUMPKIN PATCH 
Sunday, September 23         2:00-5:00 PM 

 

Sunday, September 23 is the date for our Little Lambs and 
Kids For Christ to go to Carolyn’s Pumpkin Patch.  (We are 
taking another year off from Red Barn Farm in 2012).  Those 
wishing to attend this new outing should arrive at the patch 
at 2:00 PM so that we can gather and enter together.  
 

Carolyn’s is located just south of Missouri 210, about one 
mile east of the MO 210 and MO 291 interchange.   Sign-up 
will be done on the poster in the Fellowship Commons. Our 
CLC Youth Fund will pay the first $5.00 of your admission.  
This is our way of “stimulating the CLC Youth economy” 
because we’d love to see you there!  You will pick up the 
remaining cost to enter.  Let’s have a great sign-up/turnout!   
 

 
 

ADULT BIBLE STUDIES 
September, 2012 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday Morning Adult – 9:30 AM 

Ephphatha Room 
“God’s Care – Miracles in the Old Testament” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday Morning High School/Young Adult – 9:30 AM 

David Room (LYF Room) 
“Napoleon Dynamite – The Bible Study” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday Evening Adult – 6:00 PM 

Ephphatha Room 
“Adult Information Class” 

**THIS BEGINS ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16** 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday Evening Adult – 6:00 PM 
Walther Room 

“That the World May Know” 
(Unit 1: The Promised Land) 

(Unit 2: Prophets and Kings of Israel) 
**THIS BEGINS ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16** 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Tuesday Morning – 10:30 AM 

Walther Room (Church Overflow) 
“People’s Bible Commentary – Mark”  

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Wednesday Late Afternoon Mom’s Study – 5:30 PM 

South Lounge 
“We the People – Citizens of Two Kingdoms” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Friday Morning Men’s Bible Study – 6:00 AM  

Fellowship Commons 
“Out of Nothing – The Word, Creation, and Faith” 

 

 

 
 

Sign-up has already begun for the 2013 National Lutheran 
Youth Gathering in San Antonio, Texas! Deacon would like 
the names of those who will attend on or before Sunday, 
September 10.  (Deposits of $100 per participant will be due 
on Sunday, October 7).  Registering at a later time will be 
fairly difficult as there is a limited amount of spots available 
this time!  Don’t wait too long to sign up!  
 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0


September – December Acolytes 

    8:00am    10:45am      
September   Austin Hall    Justin Ferguson 
    Mark Buchholz   Michael Marfield 
 

October   Jordan Trager    Jackson Foutch 
    Trenton Pride    Matthew Knopp 
   Reformation – 10/31 @ 7pm –  
 

November   Thomas Henrichs   Joseph Ramos 
    Brayden Basch   Jacob Arnold 
   Thanksgiving – 11/22 @ 10am –  
 

December   Austin Hall    Nathan Cox 
    Otto Gaiser    Michael Marfield 
Advent Service @ 7pm -  12/5 -  12/12 -  12/19 – 
Christmas Eve @ 7pm – 
Christmas Eve @ 11pm – 
Christmas Day @ 10am –  
New Year’s Eve @ 7pm –  

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not 
stare out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing 
hymns and participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no 
later than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 

Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Andy Basch 8am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal substitute  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
 
 

Otto Gaiser 8am  
Austin Hall 8am  
Thomas Henrichs 8am  
Johnathon Knopp 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn substitute  
Michael Marfield 10:45am  
Trenton Pride 8am  
Joseph Ramos 10:45am  
Jordan Trager 8am  

***************************************************************************** 

New Choir Season Begins..... 
We are looking forward to a new choir season beginning on Tuesday September 4th at 

7:30pm.  We are looking for all willing singers.  We need all 

voice parts.  You do not have to be able to read music.  Feel 

free to join for as long as you are able, whether that is until 

Christmas or throughout the entire choir season.  If you have 

questions or would like more information, please contact Lema 

Easley at 587-2202.  If you play an instrument and would be 

willing to play for church, please let us know as well. 

You can help!  If you neither sing nor play an instrument, you 

can still help out the choir! You can encourage those who sing 

and play to get involved.  You can acknowledge those who are in the choir.  Together we 

can make a joyful noise to the Lord! 
 



Discipleship Data 
Accessions Communicant: 

Jenni Schneider – transfer from Holy Cross   KCMO 

Stefanie Montalvo – transfer from St. Peter   Humboldt, KS 

Roy Schademann – transfer from Holy Cross  KCMO 
 

Deletions: 

Caleb and Lindsey Dohrman – transfer to St. James, LaFayette, IN 

Janet Tatman – transfer to the Church Triumphant, August 23, 2012 
 

 
 
 

Adult Information Class 
A new Adult Information Class will begin this month with an organizational meeting on 

Sunday, September 16th at 6:00PM.  The meeting will be very brief, about 20 minutes or 

so, to hand out materials and discuss which days the class would like to meet. 
 

Who is it for?  It’s for everyone.  It’s for the long time 

member who wants a refresher on Christian doctrine and the 

Lutheran faith.  It’s for those who are seeking membership in 

this congregation.  It’s also for anyone else just interested in 

what Lutherans teach and confess. 
 

May I come and bring a friend?  Absolutely!  That’s exactly 

what the class is for.  In other words, don’t just invite someone 

you know to the class.  Rather, BRING THEM WITH YOU.  

Invite them along and offer to pick them up.  Friends will be 

much more willing to go if they know you will be in the class with them. 
 

Don’t miss out – Organizational meeting for a new class will be Sunday, September 16th at 

6:00PM at the Church.  Remember, the participants in the class will decide which days are 

best to meet.  Do come and be a part of our new class. 
 

Note – If you can’t make the organizational meeting – no problem.  You may join the class 

at any time.  Just talk with either Pastor Arnold or Pastor Froiland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

9/1 Bob Rice 

 Nancy Schneider 

 Marlo Moore 

 Jonathan Almstedt 

 Jason Swanson 

 Kayla Henrichs 

         Miranda Raines-Zeigler 

 Benjamin Arnold 

9/2 John Mitchell 

 Lindsay Grace 

 Gavin Graf 

9/3 Bonnie Keller 

 Lori Baker 

 David Musil 

9/4 Elizabeth Kimball 

 Krysia Gornicki 

 Daryl Allegree 

 Denise Brown 

9/5 Ron Knop 

 Janet Mann 

 John Obie 

 Robecca vanderLinde 

9/6 Kenneth Lyons 

 Tommy Knopp 

9/7 Jim Stewart 

 Laura Sanders 

 Krista Hall 

 Rachel Buchholz 

9/8 Eireland Lietzau 

 Jackson Winfrey 

9/9 Dorothy Scheib 

 Mark Sperl 

9/10 Shelly Bosworth 

 Wendy Basch 

 Bethany Palmer 

9/11 Genevieve Stark 

 Patricia Toillion 

 Steven Keck 

 Lori Brinkmeyer 

 Matthew Buchholz 

 Mikaela Colvin 

 Riley Scott 

9/12 Shannon Smith 

 Zachary Schelp 

9/14 Janelle Crouse 

 Mindi Shupe 

9/15 George White 

 Melanie Fuller 

 Chloe Colvin 

9/16 Chrissy Heiss 

 Tammy Raines 

 Sarah June 

 Blake Faller 

 William March Jr. 

9/17 Tom Stepp 

 Haley Williamson 

9/18 Linda Thomssen 

 Janelle Hopkins 

 Sarah Vincenti 

9/19 Kristin Peterson 

 Kendal Obie 

 Allison Huesers 

9/20 Alva Morton 

 Shirley Howard 

 Teri Knop 

 

 

 Teddi Pietsch 

9/21 Larry Sperl 

 Jacqueline Wilson 

 John Ramos 

 Alexandra Kuebler 

 Mary Doherty 

9/22 Melanie Jobe 

 Sue Daley 

9/23 Janice Faller 

9/24 Leroy Stark 

 Michael Crouse 

 Katie Easley 

9/25 Judy Bayless 

 Sheril Hagler 

 Chip Burns 

 Olivia Daley 

9/26 Dennis Chrisman 

 Kara Johnson 

9/27 Mary Buchholz 

 Aimee Truetken 

 Lauren Peterson 

9/28 Sheryl Cozad 

 Linda Wolken 

9/29 Jennifer Rowe 

 Barbara Dietrich 

 Darryl Hulber II 

 Kenneth Carr 

9/30 Darrel Thomssen 

 Michael Kelly 

          Christopher Utterback 

  
 

***************************************************************************** 

IN MEMORIAM 

 
Janet Tatman 

April 9, 1920 – August 23, 2012 
 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  Psalm 116:15 



OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 
 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) is going strong in 2012!  August took them to 

Mimi’s Café in Zona Rosa on the 21
st
, with 26 in attendance.  They will be heading 

to Frank’s Italian Restaurant in Parkville on September 18
th
 for their next meal 

together.  (Look forward to Tiffany Greens Golf Club and Golden Corral in the 

coming months.)  Contact Joyce White for more information.  *Change in date!*  

Please note that the October date has been changed.  Instead of October 16
th
 as 

originally planned, the CLLG will meet on October 23
rd
 instead.  It will be the same 

location, Tiffany Greens Golf Club, just a week later than what is listed on the original schedule. 

   

Free Family Alzheimer’s Training at Home Instead Senior Care in Liberty.  On September 18
th
, from 6-

8PM, Home Instead Senior Care will be holding a free class to help those caring for loved ones with 

Alzheimer’s.  The meeting will be held at 1132 W. Kansas Street in Liberty. It will include an overview 

of the stages of Alzheimer’s disease and ways to manage difficult behaviors while keeping your loved 

ones engaged in activities.  Please RSVP at 816-792-8077 by September 17.  Use that same number 

with any questions you may have about the evening.   

 

LutherHostel 2012 – Education and Fellowship Opportunities for Adults 55 and Older. “One King – 

Two Kingdoms:  Living as a Christian American.”  Everyone knows that in polite conversation two 

topics are taboo:  religion and politics.  This year’s LutherHostel will not be polite conversation!  Ideas 

about how Christian faith and political responsibility fit together abound, but are often misinformed 

and misguided.  In an election year, the confusion seems to increase.  Following the lead of Luther, we 

will consider more carefully what exactly it means to be a Christian American, and how we should 

learn to fit these two realities together faithfully and effectively.  The topic is dynamic and has the 

potential to deliver more than a few surprises.    This gathering will be held October 6-9 at Concordia 

Seminary in St. Louis.  It includes numerous activities, and the opportunity to tour the Heartland of the 

Missouri Synod, Perry County.  For more information, contact the office of continuing education and 

parish services at ce@csl.edu or 304-505-7486. 

***************************************************************************** 

The Christ Lutheran Church handbell choir is looking forward to 
another season of participation in worship services.  We would 
really like to get two or three new members to rehearse with us 
and play on Sunday mornings. The ability to read music is 
definitely helpful, but if you can count to FOUR, we can find 
a place for you!  Rehearsals are on most Sunday afternoons in the 
sanctuary at 1:15.  If you are interested in participating or would 
just like to know more information please call the director Peter 
Olson at 816-582-8537 or email him at jazzhack@hotmail.com.  
***************************************************************************** 

Thrivent Members: 
 Sunday, September 16, the Thrivent Financial Platte County Chapter Board will be 
holding its annual picnic.  The event will be held at 5:00 PM at English Landing, 127 S. 
Main, Parkville, MO.  We will also be holding our election of officers for the Chapter Board.  
Since our congregation will not have anyone serving on the board after this year, we need 
to have at least one nominee for the board.  If you are interested, or know of someone who 
would be interested in serving on the board, please contact Jon Almstedt at 816-308-
2088.  Hope to see you at the picnic. 
 

 

mailto:ce@csl.edu
mailto:jazzhack@hotmail.com


We get letters…… 
 

Dear Christ Lutheran, 

Thank you so much for helping out with the cost of the Heit’s Point Camp. I had a 

blast! We played games, the food was great, I got good sleep, and made a lot of 

new friends. My favorite game was eagles nest which is a lot like capture the flag but on a 

smaller field. I had a great time and thanks a lot!  Joey Ferguson 

 

Dear Parish-family, 

Thank you so very much for all the cards and “well-wishes” I received on the occasion of 

my birthday last month.  I had a chance to spend some time with my family – and even the 

staff at church took me out for lunch.  I do appreciate all of you. May God continue to 

richly bless you and keep you!   Pastor Arnold  

 

To Brenda Johnson and the ladies of Christ Lutheran Church: 

On behalf of all of us at Immanuel, I want to thank you again for making the supper for our 

VBS on July 11th.  We had five great Wednesdays and planted the seed of the Gospel in 

children and adults.  And we couldn’t have done it without you!  

         In Christ, Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

To the Pastors and Congregations of the Missouri and Kansas Districts: 

The Lutheran Urban Mission Agency (LUMA) invites you to the Installation of Rev. Dr. 

Jorge E. Groh, as the Urban Mission Strategist of LUMA on Saturday, September 8th.  The 

service will be held at the LUMA Ministry Center at 3007 Mercier St.  KCMO  64108.  The 

service begins at 2:30PM and a reception will follow the service. 

Rev. Groh has served in different capacities during his 35 years of ministry, as pastor, 

professor, Seminary President and Regional Director for Latin America and the Caribbean 

with LCMS-World Mission.  He is a graduate of Concordia Seminary, Argentina and 

Concordia Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN.  He served in countries like Argentina, Canada, 

Panama and now he and his wife Olga have moved to Kansas City to serve with LUMA. 

Pray for LUMA’s and Pastor Groh’s service and ministry.  Come and celebrate with all the 

people of God for His blessings!  Please contact Linda at luma@lumakc.org or at 913-948-

9700, ext. 140, to RSVP. 

In His Service, Vic Cook, Chairman, Board of Directors, Lutheran Urban Mission Agency 
 

********************************************************************** 
 
Have you ever considered being a pastor or deaconess?  If so, Rev. Wally Becker from 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis would like to meet with you at Calvary Lutheran Church 
(8030 Ward Parkway Plaza KC,MO) on Wednesday, September 5th anytime between 
1:00 and 4:00PM.  Rev. Becker is interested in meeting with prospective seminary 
students of all ages – elementary school age through adults who are already employed 
in another vocation.  Conferences are individual, informal, and family/friends are 
welcome.  Reservations are not necessary, but strongly encouraged.  If you are 
interested in scheduling a specific conference time, please call Rev. Becker at 314-505-
7201 or email him at beckerw@csl.edu regarding an appointment. 
 

 
 

mailto:luma@lumakc.org
mailto:beckerw@csl.edu


A few words from The Rev. Dr. Ray Mirly, Missouri District President of the LCMS –  
Men, pay attention... 

Honor Your Wife! 
Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman 

as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may 

not be hindered.  1 Peter 3:7 

Peter tells all married Christian men how we should live with our wives. He includes two 

important traits that should mark our relationship with our wives. The first is that we “live with 

(them) in an understanding way.” This means to be knowledgeable of her personality, wants, 

needs, fears, special God given gifts and a host of other traits that make her who she is. She is 

not your wife simply to do whatever you want her to do.  

God did not give them to us merely to bear our children or help us do our ministry. They are 

God’s creation and gift to us. 

The second mark of our relationship with our wives is that we honor them. This means we 

respect them and hold them in high esteem. It also means that we strive to do all we can so the 

people of the congregation and community do likewise. Obviously, this begins with us and our 

behavior and treatment of our wives. A Christian husband acknowledges that his wife is God’s 

gift. Thus, we treat our wives as God desires, loving them “as Christ loved the church.” 

We and our wives are “joint heirs” of eternal life. Together we possess the “grace of life.” We 

are God’s chosen ones. When we see our wives through the eyes of Christ, we see them as Peter 

wrote earlier in this chapter, not as objects of physical beauty, artificially adorned with gold or 

the latest hair style. Instead God has placed in them an imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet 

spirit. Peter states “in God’s sight (she) is very precious.” 

It is so easy to see our wives other than how God would have us to see them. Brothers in Christ, 

if you are married, meditate on these words of Peter. If you are not married, pray that if God 

gives you a wife, you will live with her with understanding and giving her honor. 

************************************** 

Looking for Bible study opportunities?  We have a lot from which to choose! 

On Sunday mornings, we have Bible class between services.  We are currently studying 

“God’s Care – Miracles in the Old Testament.” 

Tuesday mornings at 10:30 is a chance to get together with other adults of the 

congregation and study the “People’s Bible Commentary – Mark.” 

Wednesday evenings the Women’s Bible study meets at 5:30PM.  This Bible study is 

held during the time of weekday school and runs through the school year.  They will be 

studying  “How We Got the Bible” for the next few weeks. 

Friday mornings at 6:00AM there is Men’s Bible study.  The current topic is “Out of 

Nothing – The Word, Creation, and Faith.” 

Are you interested in learning more about the Christian faith and the Lutheran Church in 

particular?  Then join us for the Adult Information Class.  The first meeting is on Sunday, 

September 16
th
, at 6:00PM.  At this meeting materials will be handed out and find a 

weekly meeting time that works for everyone.  Classes normally are about an hour long 

and run for about 8 weeks.   

Also beginning on Sunday the 16
th
 will be “That the World May Know.”  This class will 

be held at 6:00PM and will run for 10 weeks. 

http://www.benchmarkemail.com/c/l?u=15DAC09&e=1DA734&c=FAF6&t=0&l=45A9CDD&email=ZpQoRbxg0eSzwTH2w6rrNgif8GG0Zxj9
http://www.benchmarkemail.com/c/l?u=15DAC0A&e=1DA734&c=FAF6&t=0&l=45A9CDD&email=ZpQoRbxg0eSzwTH2w6rrNgif8GG0Zxj9
http://www.benchmarkemail.com/c/l?u=15DAC0A&e=1DA734&c=FAF6&t=0&l=45A9CDD&email=ZpQoRbxg0eSzwTH2w6rrNgif8GG0Zxj9


 
 

Orchids and Onions 
  
 Onions to those who think that “somebody else” will speak a word of “hello” to that “strange face” seen in the 
Narthex on Sunday morning or Wednesday evening.  Try it!! Who knows… you might be making a new friend. 
 Orchids to folks who use their offering envelopes even though they are “out-of-town” on a given 
Sunday/Wednesday. 
 Orchids to folks who have gotten/are getting into the GREAT SPIRITUAL HABIT & MINDSET of 
knowing that when “away” on Sunday, they can worship on the following Wednesday OR when “away” on 
Wednesday they can worship on the following Sunday. Not many parish-families offer THREE WEEKLY 
SERVICES: two on Sunday and one on Wednesday. 
 Orchids to all our ladies serving on our Altar Guild for their ongoing and (often, behind-the-scenes) work.  
Thank you for all you do!! 
 Orchids to Lee Ketelsen, Herb Steffens, Larry Sperl, Deacon and Pastors who helped take down the stage 
after Friday morning Bible class so that the cleaning crew could start waxing the floors that evening.  Thank you, 
gentlemen. 
 Orchids to Lowell Smith who “continues” to work on various Pre-K “technical” projects, as well as 
maintaining the church’s computers.  Your help is greatly “needed” and “appreciated”!! 
 Onions to those who won’t return calls when a fellow acolyte is looking for a substitute.   
 Orchids to Sarah O'Keefe who graduated from Northwest Missouri State University on August 2nd with a 
double major in Psychology and Spanish.  She is employed at Two Rivers Psychiatric Hospital. 
 Orchids to Janessa Almstedt who did a fantastic job singing during the offering at the August 19th Services.  
Great job, Janessa! 
 

************************************************************************** 

News from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
 

Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten is welcoming 65+ students this school year.  In addition we welcome Mary 

Buchholz, Becky Koffman, and Kristina Fredde to the teaching staff.  Chrissy Heiss will continue to teach and 

serve as director.   
 

Paul wrote these words in Philippians chapter 1 when addressing his partners in ministry,  

“Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all of you with joy, 

for you have been my partners in spreading the Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it until 

now. And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally 

finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.”   

These words of old mark out beautifully the type of cooperation, volunteerism and spiritual support given to 

Christ Pre-K from our church members.  We thank God for you all too! 
 

How can you help our ministry?  1) You can pray for teachers and students.  2) You can donate supplies like 

paper towels and paper napkins.  3) Speak highly of our ministry around our church and community.   
 

Coming soon—our annual Kleinhenn fundraiser.  We will be selling Christian cards and gifts from Sept. 17-

Oct. 31
st
.  Proceeds will go for our playground fundraising. 

 

Still thinking of enrolling your child or grandchild?  Give us a call at 741-8031 or e-mail at 

christpk@christlc.com 
 

Chrissy Heiss, M.Ed., Director  Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten  816-741-8031 

christpk@christlc.com,  www.christlc.net,  http://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten 
 

"Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these."  

Mark 10:14 
 

 

 

mailto:christpk@christlc.com
mailto:christpk@christlc.com
http://www.christlc.net/
http://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten


Grace Lutheran Church, 3333 Wood, Kansas City, Kansas, will celebrate 

its 85th Anniversary on Sunday, September 16, from 4 to 6 pm., at the 

church, with a reception and a hymn sing.  Former members & friends are 

encouraged to bring pictures and remembrances.  
 

********************************************************************** 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   
Can you believe it?  I just can’t believe it.  Praise God.  MLA is starting its tenth year of operation.  But 

that is not the only amazing thing – this year we have 17 students in Kindergarten and 33 new students 

coming to our school.  We thank God that the people in the greater Kansas City area see the value of 

Christian education and the great learning that takes place at MLA.  Thank you for your support and 

attendance as we began another school year at MLA. 
 

Another great opportunity to get involved at MLA is our annual golf outing.  The information for you to 

participate and support the outing is on our website (www.martinlutheracademy.org).  We already have a 

number of teams that will be participating.  I hope you can come and play, enjoying Christian fun, 

fellowship and food.  The date is Saturday, September 15th at 1:00pm.  The event will be held at 

Winterstone Golf Course in Independence.  If you would like more information, please contact the school 

office (816.734.1060). 
 

Thank you for all of our support over the years.  Things are going so well at MLA I can only praise God for 

the many blessings He continues to shower upon us.  I ask that you keep MLA in your prayers as we go 

forward into the 2012-13 school year under the theme Unified Through Christ…According to His Purpose 

based on Romans 8:28.  God’s richest blessings to all of you. 
 

Yours in Christ,  

Rick Schneider  Principal 

 

Martin Luther Academy is hosting a Scholastic Book Fair September, 5th from 7:30am-8:30am, and 2:30-

3:30pm, September 6th from 7:30am-8:30 am, 11:30am-12:30pm and 2:30-3:30pm AND September 7th 

from 7:30am-12:30.  Please come and take a look at all the wonderful books that we have at MLA.  We are 

located at 7112 N. Overland Drive, Kansas City, MO 64151.  Call us if you have questions 734-1060.  

There will be lots of books to choose from.  You could even get a jump on your Christmas shopping!  

***************************************************************************** 

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend a special meeting of the Voters’ 

Assembly on September 9
th 

at 6:00PM.  This meeting will be announced in the 

Church Bulletin ahead of time as required by the constitution.  The topic of the 

meeting will be Christ Lutheran’s practice as related to women’s suffrage. 
 

***************************************************************************** 
 

Do you have any changes in your address or phone number?  Are your children going 
into kindergarten this school year? We need to add that information so when mailings 
are sent to school-aged children, you can be included.    Maybe you no longer have a 
land line but use only cell phones.  Please call or email the church office with any new 
news that we may need to know.  It really helps when the information can be put into 
the computer program and then the correct information can be shared with your fellow 
members of Christ parish.  Thank you so much! 

 

 

http://www.martinlutheracademy.org/


Below is a thoughtful and informative article published in The Washington Post newspaper on 8/9/12 
written by LCMS President Rev. Matthew Harrison and Rev. Samuel Rodriguez of the National Hispanic 
Christian Leadership Conference. 

HHS mandate: An attack on all people of faith By Matthew C. Harrison and Samuel Rodriguez 

For months, this nation has been debating the coming HHS mandate, but last week, this mandate became a reality 
and the end of our religious freedom in this country has begun. The mandate, would effectively force religious 
institutions, as well as businesses and organizations, to pay for services such as contraception, sterilization, and 
abortion-inducing drugs that are in direct conflict with their deeply held beliefs. The mandate will ask them to make 
the impossible choice between following the letter of the law and operating within the framework of their religious 
tenets.  
While religious institutions have one year to comply, phase one of this mandate begins now as family businesses 
and organizations had to comply by August 1. Already, some are going to court to fight this mandate - and in one 
case so far, winning - to ensure they are not forced to abandon their right of conscience and pay for services that 
violate their faith.  
While much of the media coverage has painted this issue as one that impacts only Catholics, it affects all people of 
faith. As a representatives of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod community and the evangelical Christian 
community, and as fellow Americans of faith, we stand in solidarity with our Catholic brothers and sisters against this 
mandate. This particular issue is greater than our religious divisions; instead, it goes to the very heart of religious 
freedom in this nation.  
We believe the government has overstepped its bounds. This controversy is not merely about birth control and the 
Catholic Church’s views on it. The mandate stands as a de facto requirement to sacrifice conscience and faith on 
the altar of political expediency. This egregious violation of our most fundamental right attempts to contextualize a 
new narrative where our rights no longer stand endowed by our creator, but rather from ideologues on Capitol Hill.  
Although our respective faiths do not have identical views on contraception, we have a moral issue with this 
requirement that religious institutions must cover products and services to which they have religious objections, 
including abortion-inducing drugs and related medications.  
As we enter the next phase of this dangerous mandate, it becomes even more disturbing. The exemption provided 
for religious institutions narrowly specifies what constitutes a “religious employer.” In order to pass the strict 
guidelines of the exemption, our services as religious institutions must be provided primarily to people of our faith, 
and we must primarily employ people of our faith to perform these services. Most religious organizations, including 
hospitals, social services organizations, publishing houses, schools and more, will fail to meet the required 
provisions and will thus be subject to this mandate. 
For the first time in our country’s history, we will have to impose religious tests on those we employ and those we 
help, in order to maintain our status as exempt religious employers.  
A multitude of religious organizations will be forced to carefully consider if they can in good conscience continue to 
provide services because they cannot and will not go against their fundamental convictions to provide service to all 
regardless of whether those served share their beliefs. The choice made by some of those organizations to 
discontinue providing services will be a devastating blow to the people and families in need of the valuable help that 
those religious organizations provide. Imagine the scarcity of basic human services and care if scores of faith-based 
service providers were forced to cease their services.  
Nursing homes, hospices, counseling and rehabilitation centers, after-school programs, food and shelter efforts for 
the poor, homes of refuge for victims of violence and abuse, hospitals, schools, thrift stores and more would no 
longer be able to contribute to our society. The care provided by these organizations, which are currently operating 
out of faith communities in every state, city and town, provides a vital web of life-sustaining support for people in 
need.  
Religious freedom is a right guaranteed to every American by the First Amendment—set forth by the founders of our 
great nation. The state cannot take them away. We are committed to working to ensure that we remain free to 
practice the teachings of our faith. Freedom of religion extends beyond the practice of our faith in houses of worship. 
We must be free to put our faith into action in the public square.  
In vivid ways, it is obvious how committed people of many faiths—citizens of this country—have contributed to the 
well-being of our nation in countless ways from its earliest days. The founders understood how utterly essential the 
free practice of our corresponding faiths was to the success of our national enterprise. Hence, accommodations and 
modifications cannot redeem this direct violation of our most sacred right. Only a complete repeal of the 
aforementioned mandate can begin to reconcile the damage created by the violation of our most cherished trust. In 
such a trust Caesar will never demand from us what only belongs to God. 
People of faith in this country must streamline our efforts to push back the end of religious freedom, which started 
officially on August 1. We need to stand up and tell the federal government that religious people determine what 
violates their consciences, not bureaucrats. We have fought for a free conscience in this country, and we will 
continue this fight to insure that it remains. 
The Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison is the 13th president of the LC-MS. The Rev. Samuel Rodriguez is president of 
the National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference. They are board members of Conscience Cause . 
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