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 A former teacher of mine once told a story of a concerned Christian who carried on a 

conversation with his neighbor about Christianity whenever they had the opportunity to get together.  

The neighbor said one day, “I just can‟t see it.  Oh it‟s nothing against you personally, but as I see it 

Christianity is just giving – give up bad habits, give up swearing, give up partying – and then start 

giving where it really hurts – give money, give time, give to the poor.  Give, give, give, that‟s all it is. 

 The concerned Christian had to think a moment before he answered.  “You‟re right, I guess.  

Christianity is giving all right, but I think of it as not giving to God or to the church, but receiving what 

God gives me.  He doesn‟t expect me to give anything until I want to.  All he asks is that I receive His 

gifts.  The real essence of Christianity is „enjoying the gifts of God.‟” 

As we look closely at what God gives us rather than what we give up (especially during this 

penitential season when “giving up” something is so common) our attitudes and struggles about life – 

worries and frustrations – heartaches and tensions – may be helped rather than hindered.   In other 

words, with words that come from St. Paul‟s letter to the Romans, even in the midst of our penitential 

season of Lent, we can still talk about peace and joy.  Why?  The reason is because they remain even 

for the Christian who might be downtrodden or heartbroken.  Paul speaks of five great gifts of God in 

Romans chapter five, our text for today.  They are Peace, Grace, Love, Hope and Joy. 

The text says, “…we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 

have gained access by faith into the grace in which we now stand.”   The first two gifts are peace and 

grace.  Who doesn‟t love to receive a gift?  As a child I got all excited at the prospect of receiving a 

much coveted present under the tree at Christmas or perhaps a special surprise on my birthday.  Many 

times the allure was the fact that I didn‟t know what I was getting.  I hope it was something I enjoy.  I 

can‟t wait to see what it is. 

The first two gifts, peace and grace, are no surprise to you.  The God that we know gives these 

kinds of gifts.  But it sure doesn‟t seem like He gives them very often.  As far as peace is concerned… 

where is peace?  Often we can‟t find it.  We talk about, “peace of mind.”  How can that be?  I can‟t get 

my mind off that project I have to do at work or that person I‟m constantly dealing with who 

antagonizes me all the time.  My mind is not at peace because I‟m still not sure what I‟m going to do 

about my family, my kid‟s school problems, my car that won‟t seem to work, my roof that keeps on 

leaking, my daughter who is struggling in her marriage… and the list goes on.  “There is no peace in 

my mind,” we might say.  “There is no peace in the world, just pick up the newspaper or watch 

television for just a few minutes.  Where is God‟s peace?” 

Paul says, “We have peace with God though our Lord Jesus…”  Seems like a junk statement, 

doesn‟t it.  It can‟t be true.  This is where our sinfulness gets in the way of gifts.  We have come up 

with our definition of peace and grace.  It‟s supposed to make you feel good – even when you bring the 

lousy feelings you experience in life on yourself.   It‟s suppose to make you feel good – even when we 

forget that we live in a fallen world that will always be way less than perfect and will often let us 

down.  God‟s peace being upon us is supposed to make us feel content, make everything okay in the 

world, alleviate all suffering and tragedy.  This view places our conditions and interpretations upon 

what these gifts are – rather than trusting that God gives them the way He plans to give them. 

Remember the anticipation of getting the gift you always wanted when you were a kid?  You 

had in your mind what that gift is suppose to be/look like, and then when it wasn‟t, you were 

disappointed.  Who did you blame?  You blamed the giver – and you were mad, angry or disappointed. 

When God “gifts us” with peace and grace, it is far superior than we could ever imagine it to 

be.  Why, because it goes beyond this tragic fallen world.  Peace and Grace that God supplies as gift to 



you in the faith you hold is for a world that never ends.  Peace from God is to know that real peace is 

in store for you – and you have it right now.  The tragedies of this life will continue.  The grace our 

God supplied free of charge to you include a peace that passes all understanding. 

The next two gifts Paul emphasizes in Romans chapter five are Hope and Love.  It says in the 

text, “…endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to 

shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been 

given to us.”  Hope is also mentioned in verse two when it says, “…we rejoice in hope of the glory of 

God.”  Hope and love are similar because they are both promises of God.  Hope means “a guaranteed 

looking forward.”  Love is a guarantee as well.  Both exist for us right now.  Love is ever-present in 

the way Jesus cares so deeply about you – what Jesus IS for you…love.  Hope, too, exists right now.  

It‟s just that with hope we see its full glory in what is yet to come.  But Godly hope will come and 

when it does, all of God‟s promises will be seen. 

So the gifts of God that we have talked about form the text so far are peace, grace, hope and 

love.  There is one more: joy.  “We rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  More than that we rejoice in 

our sufferings…” 

St. Paul puts two words together we would never think to even breath in the same sentence: 

rejoice and sufferings.  Could there be such a thing as “joyful suffering?”  By now you have seen 

images of the tragedy in Japan.  Millions of people displaced – loosing everything they have.  

Thousands are dead or missing and even more “suffering” because of their great loss.  We see images 

like this and we don‟t even consider the possibility of there being joy.   These tragedies are nothing 

new.  How soon we forget about the tsunami that devastated the coastlines close to India and Sri 

Lanka.  How soon we forget about the affects of other natural disasters like tornados, hurricanes, 

floods, and volcanoes.  Thousands upon thousands of people are affected by disasters every year and 

no one had any way of stopping it.     

You know what, we didn‟t forget.  Sufferings produce what the Bible said they would produce.  

It produces endurance.  Sometimes suffering is called tribulation (the KJV) and in Latin the word for 

tribulation refers to a Roman threshing instrument that beats out the chaff from the wheat.  Suffering at 

times helps to beat out the pride, selfishness, and disobedience of the Christian.  So Paul says that 

suffering produces endurance or patience, and patience produces character.  We didn‟t forget about 

those other times of suffering.  We were led by the Lord to endure such hardships.  Those survivors 

will go on.  And so will you – in endurance and in character. 

Sufferings, endurance and character can be applied to a Christian whose faith has been tried, 

tested, and proven; and that Christian can experience the satisfaction and fullness of hope.  James said 

it in a similar way and then concluded, “Blessed is the man who endures trials, for when he has stood 

the test, he will receive the crown of life which God has promised to those who love Him.” 

No one, not even a Christian, has an easy life.  But the Christian can have a joyous life – even 

in suffering.  The Christian can live above the circumstances.  To do so is to live like people who will 

be above the circumstances – heaven.  God‟s gifts of peace, grace, hope, love and joy don‟t always 

come in the midst of times of happiness and contentment.  But they do come.  They are placed upon 

you by a Savior who freely gives you everything you need.  Amen 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen. 

  


