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 Every once in a while, much too often if you ask me, we hear a story of a parent going off 

the deep end and severely injuring or even killing their young child.  It’s hard for us to even 

imagine the kind of anger – and perhaps the kind of grief experienced.  How could they?  Why 

would they?  It makes us angry, confused, and even sick to hear such stories. 

 And then in the Old Testament text Abraham receives God’s demand of a certain act that 

would surely make him, or you, or me, feel absolutely sick.  Our heart would just drop.  Grief, 

might not even be the feeling to describe our condition if we heard this request from the 

Lord…”Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 

offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”  Intense 

sadness for your son and deep anger at God might well describe how you would feel.  But this 

would not describe Abraham. 

 The text says that Abraham… ”rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took 

two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac.”  Now, maybe Abraham was deeply grief-

stricken.  If he was, he sure didn’t show it.  He got up early and went right to the task.  He did 

not hesitate to carry forth what the Lord demanded.  Abraham ascends the Holy Mountain with 

his son, yes THAT son, the one in which God promised He would make a great nation.  He 

ascended the mountain in the region of Moriah with his son that he loved, ready to sacrifice him 

to the Lord, even after the Lord promised him that Isaac would bear the fruit of a nation.  

Abraham trusted that somehow God would make sense of it all.  Somehow God would make this 

whole thing… killing Isaac but yet fulfilling the promise that God made to Abraham…all fine 

and dandy.  Indeed with a faith like this, Abraham was the greatest. 

 That’s what all the children of Israel thought – Father Abraham is the greatest.  And now, 

this Jesus of Nazareth is claiming to be greater than the greatest.  The people were up at arms 

against Him in the Gospel text for today.  They said, “Are you greater than our father Abraham, 

who died?  And the prophets died!  Who do you make yourself out to be?”  All Jesus did is say, 

“If anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.”  All it took was a statement like this one for 

the people to say Jesus had a demon, and that He was out of His mind.  How could He say such 

things – what blasphemy!  Jesus, there is no way you are the greatest! 

 But Jesus was/is the greatest – even greater than Abraham.  Jesus is Lord in the flesh – 

which means – of course He’s the greatest!  He is called the chosen one – and He was chosen 

before the creation of the world.  He’s called the Savior because that is exactly what He did and, 

even more, who He was.  He came to be the greatest to defeat the devil, to take on all our sins 

and to show the world there is none other like Him. 

 Now, Abraham, when he began to ascend the Holy Mountain in the region of Moriah had 

with him his servants, a donkey, wood for the sacrifice, fire for the sacrifice and his only son.  

He told the servants to stay behind with the donkey while he and the boy go to worship.  Isaac 

noticed that something was missing for the trip.  He said to Abraham, “Father, we have the wood 

and fire, but where is the sacrifice?”  At this point Abraham didn’t even hesitate.  He could tell 

the truth to his son because he knew that God made good on His plans.  He said, “God will 

provide for himself a lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” 

 God will provide.  Abraham trusted in the promise of God.  Remember the promise?  

That in no uncertain terms, the Lord was going to make a great nation of His very own people 

through Abraham’s offspring – Isaac.  He knew and he trusted in God.  Even if God had to raise 

Isaac from the dead, He would provide and fulfill His promise. 



 Back to the story of Jesus before the children of Israel:  Remember, they are angry with 

Jesus because He claims to be greater than Father Abraham – and for sure He is.  After their 

anger had boiled over into harsh words Jesus says, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing.  It is 

my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, „He is our God’…  Your father Abraham rejoiced 

that he would see my day.  He saw it and was glad.”   So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet 

fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?”  Jesus said, “Truly, truly I say to you, before 

Abraham was, I am.” 

 This outraged the Jews.  They couldn’t believe their ears.  This man was alive before 

there was such a thing as Father Abraham?  Yes, it is true.  And now we see it all again.  This 

promise fulfilled, that began on a mountain with Abraham and Isaac was coming full circle 

before their very eyes – and they can’t see it.  That is what sin does to us even today.  The 

promises are clear and plain.  But we desire not to see them. 

 See the promises fulfilled… Father Abraham brings his only son whom he loved to a 

Holy Mountain to be sacrificed.  Our Heavenly Father, with His silence in the Garden, brought 

His Son Jesus to a mount called Calvary.  There was an altar built for the sacrifice on Moriah’s 

mount for Abraham’s only son.  There was a cross built for Jesus, carried on His very own back, 

on which He would be the sacrifice.  The Lord fulfilled His promise to Abraham but stopping the 

sacrifice of his only son because the promise of a nation would rest on that child.  The Lord 

fulfilled His promise by provided a lamb, this one with horns caught in the brush to sacrifice that 

day.  Jesus was the lamb with a crown at the Passion.  His crown didn’t look like ram’s horns – 

but rather thorns intertwined.  His crown was caught in the thicket of anger – of mockery – of 

sin.  That’s right, your sin caught our Jesus by His crown – the Lamb of God provided for the 

sacrifice. 

 That place on the top of a Mountain in a region called Moriah, had a name change 

because of the Passion that took place in Genesis 22.  The name given was, “The Mount of the 

Lord will provide,” because the Lord provided for His people that day.  The place we call 

Golgotha, the same place we call Calvary, has a name associated with Christ’s deep Passion 

story.    No where better did our Lord provide for you.   No where better did He give it all for 

you. 

 Hearing about a child being severely injured or even killed by their parent causes us to be 

sick.  Maybe the Passion of Abraham and Isaac on Mt. Moriah does as well.  It really happened.  

Maybe the Passion of Jesus on Mt. Calvary makes us sick as well.  It really happened.  It might 

make your stomach turn if you think about it too much.  But it also is the means by which a 

sacrifice on a hill gave you life.  It’s the means by which our Lord fulfills promises and tells you 

today and forevermore, “I am with you always, until the very end of the age.”  It’s the means by 

which our Lord promises to be with you even in your most grievous struggles and most difficult 

times. 

 This day, known to the Church as Passion Sunday, draws us closer to Calvary’s Holy 

Mountain.  There is nothing more passionate than what happen to Jesus nailed to a tree, dying 

next to two criminals with more than His share of adversaries.  This Passion was meant to save 

you.  And by grace through faith in the one who did all this, it has.  May God richly bless you 

and keep you in His one true faith.  Amen. 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen.     


