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A recent article from CBS news in Washington reads: One-fifth of American adults have no religious 

affiliation, and this number is increasing rapidly. 

The number of Americans who do not identify with any religion continues to grow at a fast pace. One-fifth of 

the U.S. public – and a third of adults under 30 – are religiously unaffiliated today, the highest percentages 

ever in Pew Research Center polling. 

In the last five years alone, the unaffiliated have increased from just over 15 percent to just under 20 percent 

of all U.S. adults. Their ranks now include more than 13 million self-described atheists and agnostics (nearly 

6 percent of the U.S. public), as well as nearly 33 million people who say they have no particular religious 

affiliation (14 percent). 

Our society is “less religious” than it was just a decade ago.  We need to be concerned about this.  Of course, 

this study takes into account ALL religions, but the trend is still very disturbing.  Christians are feeling the 

effect of a world that is becoming more and more “anti-God.”  With that, the Church is seeing more and 

more persecution as our society sees organized religion as a threat to freedom or filled with hateful messages 

that promote things like the marriage between a man and a woman or the protection of unborn children.  

Because we stand for such things we are seen as people who hate homosexuals (which is not true) or against 

women’s health (which also couldn’t be further from the truth). 

All this has an effect on our Parish-family as well.  Those who are new in the community are taking up this 

trend – believing that church attendance is far less than beneficial/needful compared to their parent’s 

generation.  It’s true that this “lack of” church attendance trend is growing within our own membership as 

well.  And it’s not because of a general unwillingness or desire to attend Services – but also because our 

communities have taken Sunday mornings away from families.  So many events (sporting and otherwise) are 

scheduled on Sundays and put the members of our Church-family in a predicament that many don’t want to 

be in.  There is a lot of pressure on our families to have their children involved in these time (and money) 

consuming activities that often devour an entire weekend. 

Beloved Parish-family... Don’t take up the trend of our society.  Make Sunday mornings your time with your 

family and with your Lord.  There is so much our Lord desires to give you as the Body of Christ meets 

together to receive His Word and partake in the life-giving Sacraments.  Jesus has the words of eternal life.  

Jesus gives what is needful.  Jesus gives you strength for the day, the week.  And you WILL need it... 

especially in a world that continues to tell you and your children that there is no need for God any longer.  

Stop this dangerous trend. 

For those who are busy on Sunday mornings... please don’t forget about Wednesday evenings.  This Service 

is for you.  In a society that is caring less and less about the family and God in the family, we so desperately 

need our Lord.  Do join us for Wednesday Service if you are unable to make it on Sunday mornings.  It is a 

joy to see you in Church and to worship with you.  God SERVES you and strengthens you and gives you life 

and forgiveness.  Come and be a part with your fellow believers. 

For more statistics and information about religion in America see inside this issue of The Shepherd’s Staff.  

Every blessing to you and yours. 

In Christ’s Service,  

 

Pastor Arnold 



What is the Apocrypha? 
  "Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these 
last days He has spoken to us by His Son..." (Hebrews 1:1-2)  In the Old Testament era, God 
immediately spoke through His prophets: men such as Moses, Samuel, Elijah, and Daniel (among 
others), and finally the prophet Malachi, who spoke God's Word around the year 430 BC.  After 
some time, God spoke again through New Testament prophets such as John the Baptizer and his 
father Zechariah as well as the Apostles Matthew, John, Peter, and Paul (in addition to those who 
gathered eyewitness testimony such as Mark and Luke).  Very likely, these New Testament 
writings all took place within the 1st century AD.   
 So the question is, what happened in this 430 year gap between the Old and New 
Testaments when the prophets ceased to speak? Furthermore, who are the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees, mentioned often in the Gospels, but never spoken of in the Old Testament? Or what 
about the Feast of Dedication (the modern day Jewish festival of Hanukkah) reference in John 
10:22? You can scour the entire Old Testament canon and uncover every stone and not find one 
mention of the answer of these questions! 
 But fear not, you enquirers, for now there is a resource available to you to illuminate this 
sizable time period between the testaments.  Concordia Publishing House (www.cph.org; 
1.800.325.3040) has recently released The Apocrypha: The Lutheran Edition with Notes.  This 
handsome volume is a great companion to The Lutheran Study Bible from 2009 and the formatting is 
very similar.  So what is the content? Included in most versions of the Apocrypha (and this CPH 
volume is no different) is historical narratives (1 and 2 Maccabees), other stories (Judith, Tobit, and 
Susanna), and poetry (Ecclesiasticus, Wisdom of Solomon, and the Song of the Three Children [an 
extended version of Daniel 3]) among other books.  The Apocryphal books were present in the 
Greek Version of the Old Testament, but were never in the original Hebrew text.  Therefore, the 
Church has always considered the Apocrypha to be Deutero (that is, '2nd tier')-Canonical 
resources--they are not to be given the same authority as the Canonical Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament.  Unlike when reading the OT and NT, we cannot say of the Apocrypha, "Thus 
saith the Lord," nor can we draw doctrine from these books.  For example, Tobit 12:9, "For 
almsgiving delivers from death, and it will purge away every sin..."  One could deduce from this 
verse that our works (i.e. almsgiving) actually atone for sins in place of the One Atonement from 
sin, Jesus' death on the cross (and the notes in The Apocrypha: The Lutheran Edition are quick to 
point out this error).  If one would want to find accurate teachings on almsgiving (the giving of 
God's gifts OVER and ABOVE the regular tithe) the best place to look is the Canonical Scriptures 
(especially Matthew 6:1-4) 
 When Martin Luther debated Johann Eck (the formidable Roman Catholic scholar of his 
day) Luther said the following of the Apocrypha: "I know that the church retains this book [of the 
Apocrypha] as I just said, but the church is not able to grant more authority or strength to a book 
than the book has on its own."  Even so, German Bibles published at this time and beyond 
invariably contained the Apocrypha right between the two Testaments and with Luther's helpful 
little note: "Apocrypha, that is, books which are not held equal to the sacred Scriptures, and 
nevertheless are useful and good to read." 
 Why would Dr. Luther say they're good and useful to read? In the Apocrypha you'll find 
some interesting "middle" stories between the Old Testament and the New Testament accounts.  
For example, Numbers 21:4-9 relates the story of the bronze serpent.  And our Lord picks this up 
in John 3 as a type of His own crucifixion: "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness..." Between 
the two accounts, we find this meditation on the event from the Apocryphal Book of Wisdom 
(16:5-8):  "For when the terrible rage of wild beasts came upon your people and they were being 



destroyed by the bites of writhing serpents, your wrath did not continue to the end; they were 
troubled for a little while as a warning and received a symbol of deliverance to remind them of 
your law's command.  For he who turned toward it was saved, not by what he saw, but by You, 
the Savior of all.  And by this also You convinced our enemies that it is You who delivers from 
every evil." 
 In addition, the Lutheran Church has continued to make use of parts of the Apocrypha in 
our worship life.  For anyone who has attended the first Christ mass (the Christmas Eve candle 
light service) at our church, they may recall hearing the Introit antiphon spoken by the pastor: 
"When all was still, and it was midnight, Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal 
throne." This verse comes from the Book of Wisdom 18:14-15.  Also, the Introit ("Blessed by the 
Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity.  Let us give glory to Him because He has shown His mercy 
to us."--Tobit 12:6a) and Alleluia Verse ("Blessed are You, O Lord God of our fathers, and greatly to 
be praised and glorified forever."--Song of the Three Children 29) spoken by the pastor on Trinity 
Sunday come from the Apocrypha.   
   The long and short of it: if you're interested in a Lutheran resource that sheds light on the 
inter-testamental period (the 430 years or so between the OT and NT) it's a worthy purchase.  For 
any of our laity who are already dutiful students of the Word of God The Apocrypha: The Lutheran 
Edition with Notes is a helpful book for you to consider.    
 
In Christ’s Service, 
 
 
Pastor Froiland 
 

 

 

*************************************************************************** 
Concordia Publishing House is running a special introductory offer on the book that Pastor 

Froiland writes about above.  The normal cost for this book is $39.99, but through December 31st it 

is on sale for $34.99.  Christ Lutheran Church will be placing an order for The Apocrypha: The 

Lutheran Edition with Notes on DECEMBER 10th.  If you would like to include your order with the 

church’s order, please sign up on the form in the Narthex or call the church office at 741-0483.  

There is a Study Guide to the Apocrypha that is also available for $5.00.  If you would rather order 

on your own, the number for CPH is 800-325-3040 or you can go online at www.cph.org.  To be 

included with the church’s order, you need to have your information to the church office by NOON 

on DECEMBER 10th.  Checks can be made out to Christ Lutheran Church if you place your order 

with the church.  The prices are $34.99 for The Apocrypha: The Lutheran Edition with Notes and 

$5.00 for Study Guide to the Apocrypha. 

*************************************************************************** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cph.org/
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

 
 

Little Lambs /  Kids For Christ 

      Infant-Kindergarten                Grades 1-5 

ORNAMENT-MAKING DAY 
 

Sunday, November 4         4:00-5:30 PM               

 

This is the event where we make ornaments that 
we will give away to the members of our 
congregation.  Snacks, drinks, and Christmas 
music are provided. 
 

Adult help is always greatly appreciated.  Please 
consider coming to help out.  
 

 
 

 

JR-LYF  
Grades 6-8                           

JR-HI RETREAT 
Friday thru Sunday           November 9-11 

 

This retreat begins at  7:30 PM on Friday…(we will 
leave from church at 4:00 PM) and the retreat 
ends at 10:00 AM on Sunday…(we will return to 
church at about 12:30 PM).  Lodging and *Meals 
will be provided (*Bring money for Friday supper 
“on the way”). 
 

This retreat is geared for youth in grades 6-8.  
Theprogram of study will center on The Creed.  
Cost will need to be about $30.00 per CLC 
participant. 
 

The sign-up deadline has passed.  Contact Deacon 
with questions. 
 

 

 

 

 

         ROSTER 

 

The names of the 33 youth and adults listed below make up 
our planning roster for the 2013 SR-LYF summer trip!  
Please keep the following in your prayers: 
 

Janessa Almstedt              Austin Hall             Trent Pride 
Mark Buchholz         Caroline Heiss         Gabbie Ramos 
Olivia Daley           Kayla Henrichs           Maddie Ramos 
Casey Eberth            Rachel Henrichs             Kate Smith 
Blake Faller          Genesis Herring           Morgan Smith 
Emma Gaiser               Sarah Nelson               Erika Stark 
Otto Gaiser       Rachel Pfleiderer       Shannon Thomas 
Hank Graves             Mariah Pride             Jordan Trager 
Katie Graves                                                    Noah Werts 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Rachel Buchholz           Susan Gaiser             Jason Pride                                   
John Ramos  Kevin Smith  Shannon Stark  Dcn Buchholz 

 
 
 

NOVEMBER BIBLE STUDIES 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday Morning Adult – 9:30 AM 
Ephphatha Room 

“Questions – The Lutheran Witness” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday Morning High School/Young Adult – 9:30 AM 

David Room (LYF Room) 
“Christian Apologetics – Answers in Genesis” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday Evening Adult – 6:00 PM 

Ephphatha Room 
“Adult Information Class” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday Evening Adult – 6:00 PM 

Walther Room 
“That the World May Know” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Tuesday Morning – 10:30 AM 

Walther Room (Church Overflow) 
“Peoples’ Commentary – Philippians”  

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Wednesday Late Afternoon Mom’s Study – 5:30 PM 

South Lounge 
“Out of Nothing – The Word, Creation, and Faith” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Friday Morning Men’s Bible Study – 6:00 AM  

Fellowship Commons 
“Malachi” 

 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0


OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 
 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) went to Tiffany Greens Golf Club in October.  

There were 21 people who attended, including our pastors.  Their last lunch for 2012 

will be at Golden Corral on November 20
th
.  The group meets at Noon.  Contact 

Joyce White for more information. There will be no CLLG in December.  Watch the 

newsletter to see where the group will go next year!!  

 

Our OASIS group is planning an outing to go see A Christmas Carol at the Spencer Theatre, 4949 

Cherry St., KCMO.  The date has not been set yet, but if we have enough people interested we can 

qualify for a group rate.  Available dates are November 16 - December 26.  This play is described as 

a “ripping-good telling of the classical story of Ebenezer Scrooge, the curmudgeonly businessman 

who requires the intervention of a few spectral guides to understand the true meaning of 

Christmas.”  See the flyer on the bulletin board, or talk to Shane Rogers for more information. 

Special thanks to Carl Niederwimmer for his work on the reframing of the 
confirmation pictures.  Many hours were put into this project, and we are so 
happy to have the finished product!  This project was a gift from the 
confirmation of class of 2012.  They paid for the supplies, and Carl donated his 
skills and time. 

 

November – December Acolytes 

    8:00am    10:45am      
 

November   Thomas Henrichs   Joseph Ramos 
    Brayden Basch   Jacob Arnold 
   Thanksgiving – 11/22 @ 10am –  
 

December   Austin Hall    Nathan Cox 
    Otto Gaiser    Michael Marfield 
Advent Service @ 7pm -  12/5 – Grayson Spidle 12/12 – Joey Ferguson 12/19 – Mark Buchholz 
Christmas Eve @ 6pm – Matthew Knopp, Johnathon Knopp 
Christmas Eve @ 11pm – 
Christmas Day @ 10am –  
New Year’s Eve @ 7pm – Joey Ferguson 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not 
stare out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing 
hymns and participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no 
later than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 

Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal substitute  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
 
 

Otto Gaiser 8am  
Austin Hall 8am  
Thomas Henrichs 8am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn substitute  
Michael Marfield 10:45am  
Trenton Pride 8am  
Joseph Ramos 10:45am  
Jordan Trager 8am  

***************************************************************************** 

 



Discipleship Data 
Accessions Baptized: 

Noah Michael & Landon Timothy Peterson, sons of Joshua and Ashlee Peterson – Oct. 14, 2012 

Dominic Spencer Montalvo, son of Stefanie and Chris Montalvo – October 21, 2012 

 

Deletions: 

Jason and Heather Scott and children Ashton and Riley.  Released at own request. 

April Leffert and children James and Jacob – transfer to Messiah, Independence, MO 

Pat Saving – transfer to the Church Triumphant, October 3, 2012 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

11/1 Greg Rhodus 

 Shirley Richardson 

11/2 Emmy Peterson 

 Trenton Pride 

11/4 Jason Pride 

11/5 Richard Schultze 

 Randall Shoemaker 

 Stanley Palmer 

 Greg Richardson 

 Claire Quinn 

11/6 Karen Stefanovic 

11/7 Roger Tiedt 

 Belinda Knopp 

 Sarah DeLay 

 Melissa Malone 

 Michael Silvio 

11/8 Janet Duff 

 Caroline Heiss 

11/9 Megan Schelp 

11/10 John Palmer 

 

 

 

11/11 Heidi Scroggins 

 Sheryl O’Keefe 

 Stephanie Stumpf 

 Ava Ford 

11/12 Mary Stepp 

11/13 Sue Eberth 

 Cadence Heitman 

11/14 Trevor Crystal 

11/15 Linda Lechowicz 

 Kim Heermann 

 Brian Both 

11/16 John Winfrey 

 Pastor B.J. Froiland 

 Nikki Burnett 

11/17 Donald O’Keefe 

11/18 Sarah Lyons 

 Otto Gaiser 

 Emma Gaiser 

11/19 William Warring 

 Donna Lingle 

 Dianne Kelly 

11/20 Merek Hulber 

 Teagan Shupe 

 

11/21 Roxanne Stavenau 

 Tom Watson 

 Cheri Pride 

 Nathan Lingle 

11/22 Rebecca Lingle 

11/23 Colleen Brawdy 

 Matthew March 

11/24 Rebekah Sanders 

11/25 Phyllis Morgan 

 Thomas Cvetan 

11/26 Curtis Monroe 

 Dylan Montes 

11/27 Robert Goodwin 

 Barbara Greenhagen 

11/28 Ricky Graham 

 Samantha Ward 

 David June 

11/29 G Thomas Stepp 

 Wayne Jobe 

 Sarah O’Keefe 

 Christina Howard 

 Melissa Howard 

11/30 Eilleen Bagley 

  
 

 

 

 



***************************************************************************** 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

 
 

Patricia Saving 

December 2, 1933 – October 3, 2012 

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  Psalm 116:15 

***************************************************************************** 
 
We are collecting offerings for El Buen Pastor (Lutheran Mission of the Good Shepherd) and 
Lutheran Urban Mission Agency for their Christmas packages this year. They are in need of 
frozen meats.  If you are able to donate, please let Pastor Arnold know.  A collection of 
offerings will be taken through November.  For more details contact Pastor Arnold. 
   

 

We get letters…… 

 
Dear Pastors and Fellow Family of Believers, 

 Thank you for the hospital calls, prayers and cards.  It’s wonderful to be part of such 

a truly spiritual family.  Thanks again.  Yours in Christ, Bill Musil 

 

To the member of Christ Lutheran Parish-family, 

Thank you so kindly for all the cards, notes and gifts I received during Pastor Appreciation 

Month.  I so appreciate you remembering the ministry that God has given me to serve in 

this place.  Many of you made comments regarding my “better half”, Andrea and our two 

boys, Jacob and Benjamin.  Of course, Andrea is my rock and my boys are a true light in 

our family.  We all appreciate you for all you do and say.  Thank you and may God richly 

bless you and keep you always.   Pastor Arnold and family. 
 

********************************************************************** 
 

Religion in America Statistics 
 

 A new survey by the Pew Research Center’s Forum on Religion & Public Life, conducted jointly with the 
PBS television program Religion & Ethics NewsWeekly, finds that many of the country’s 46 million 
unaffiliated adults are religious or spiritual in some way. 

 Two-thirds of them say they believe in God (68 percent). More than half say they often feel a deep 
connection with nature and the earth (58 percent), while more than a third classify themselves as 
“spiritual” but not “religious” (37 percent), and one-in-five (21 percent) say they pray every day. 

 With few exceptions, though, the unaffiliated say they are not looking for a religion that would be right 
for them. Overwhelmingly, they think that religious organizations are too concerned with money and 
power, too focused on rules and too involved in politics. 

 The lower the age group, the less likely people are to be affiliated. 

 The growth in the number of religiously unaffiliated Americans – sometimes called the rise of the 
“nones” – is largely driven by generational replacement, the gradual supplanting of older generations 
by newer ones. 



 A third of adults under 30 have no religious affiliation (32 percent), compared with just one-in-ten who 
are 65 and older (9 percent). And young adults today are much more likely to be unaffiliated than 
previous generations were at a similar stage in their lives. 

 In addition, this report contains capsule summaries of some leading theories put forward by scholars in 
an attempt to explain the root causes of the rise of the “nones.” These theories run the gamut from a 
backlash against the entanglement of religion and politics to a global relationship between economic 
development and secularization. 
 

********************************************************************** 

Make plans to join us in worship on Thanksgiving 
Day, November 22nd, at 10:00 AM.  We will have 

Divine Service with Holy Communion.  If you are in 
town that day, join us and bring a friend. 

 

 

News from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
 

Some say that the quality and consistency of behavior in a young child reflects his or her character.  However, 

we know that Christian character comes over time and is often learned behavior.  At Christ Lutheran Pre-

Kindergarten, God’s Word is used to instruct our students in Christian living.  Some of our character concepts 

include truthfulness, work, love, and generosity.   Too often our schools teach these principles without being 

specific.  They say things like “be a good boy/girl” to a child who needs more specific guidance.  Check some 

verses out for yourself: 

  Truthfulness –Proverbs 16:28 

  Work—Ephesians 4:28 

  Love—1 Corinthians 13 

  Generosity—Proverbs 3:9-10 
 

Of course, the Holy Spirit works through the words we speak and we pray that our students are sensitive to the 

leading of the Holy Spirit.   
 

Thanks to those of you who have enrolled your child in our program this school year.  We are pleased to 

announce that we have a completely full school along with a waiting list.  
 

Many thanks to those of you who supported our school through your monetary donations and orders through 

Klienhenn and Papa John’s.   
 

"Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these."  

Mark 10:14 

********************************************************************** 

 Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  In the month of November we 

celebrate Thanksgiving.  It is a time to reflect on the many blessings we have received over the past year.  It is 

too bad that many of us take those blessings for granted and do not thank God on a daily basis for all that He 

gives to support our body and life.  Not only on an individual basis do we have reason to be thankful, but we 

have so much to be thankful for at Martin Luther Academy.  The wonderful opportunity to minister to the 

young people on a daily basis is truly a joy and a privilege.  The outstanding students and parents make the 

teaching opportunities and the sharing of the Gospel message a delight.  Take time today and everyday to give 

all thanks and praise, honor and glory to God our Father for all that He has, He does, and He will do for us in 

this life and the life to come. 

 Did you know that this year marks the tenth anniversary of Martin Luther Academy?  Ten years ago the 

school opened its doors to the community to teach children in a Christian environment - praise God for that 

opportunity.  MLA is continuing to seek ways to improve its educational facility and programs.  In order to 



keep striving for and achieving excellence and still making it affordable to those who are seeking a Christian 

education, we need your help.  All of our families pay tuition.  Our five association churches support us in so 

many ways we cannot begin to thank them enough.  We have different activities and functions that bring in 

funds to help offset the cost to educate our children.  But we still need your help!  At the end of November a 

mailing will go out to our donors asking for a financial gift.  I pray that many are moved to share with us.  So 

many people have been so generous and supportive it is beyond belief.  I personally want to thank you for your 

years of sharing.  But contributing is not limited only to those who have given in the past.   If you are not on our 

mailing list and would like to contribute to our Christmas Appeal, we would love your support too.  Join the 

group that sees the value of Christian education and continues to financially support it.  How can you 

participate?  You can donate via our website (www.martinlutheracademy.org) or send in a gift marked 

“Christmas Appeal”.  All of the money received will go to help support the overall mission and ministry of 

Martin Luther Academy.  Watch for that mailing or contact me directly for assistance. 

 MLA is truly blessed to have a wonderful school that trains young people for Christian living now and 

in the future.  Did you know that this year we have over 30 new students?  We thank God that MLA is so 

blessed to have so many support our mission and take advantage of the educational opportunities.  Please 

continue to keep MLA in your prayers as we seek to do the work of the Lord with more and more families in 

the greater Kansas City area.   Your past, present, and future support is greatly appreciated. 

 

Yours in Christ, Rick Schneider   Principal 

 
BEHOLD! YOUR KING COMES, Advent and Christmas Devotion Now Available 

 Have you thought of your plans for Advent and Christmas? Among gift getting and 

receiving, taking the kids to sit on “Santa’s” lap, and office parties-—delve into God’s Word. 

 BEHOLD! YOUR KING COMES provides short, daily devotions beginning with the first 

Sunday in Advent until Epiphany. Each devotion fixes our eyes on Jesus’ promised salvation 

from our sins. 

 You may purchase BEHOLD! YOUR KING COMES in the following ways. 

 First, the church office at Holy Cross Lutheran Church is accepting checks made out to 

me, the author (David Rosenkoetter), for $7.99 until November 4. At that time, I will collect the 

money and order the booklets from the company. You will receive yours when the box arrives. 

 Secondly, Barnes and Noble offers the soft back edition for $11.73. 

 Thirdly, Amazon has two options for you. First, the Kindle edition is $3.99. The soft back 

edition is for $15.99 (the original company price). 

 Finally, the publisher, Xlibris, offers the book in soft back at $15.99. www.xlibris.com 

For any question you may have, contact me, David Rosenkoetter, at (816) 809-7922. 

 

***************************************************************************** 

Day of Discovery 
Hope Lutheran Church 

Shawnee Mission Pkwy. & Quivira Rd. 

Saturday, November 17
th

, 9:00AM – 3:00PM 
An opportunity for adults and high school youth to explore the richness of Christian learning, and to learn and 

“discover” more about God’s world in a variety of topics. 

Plenary Session   
Redesigning Mankind: From Creatures of God to Technogods, by Rev. Dr. Robert Weise, Professor of 

Pastoral Ministry & Life Science, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis — Recent advances in biotechnology present 

challenges to our understanding of human life and community. How can Christians offer both a responsible 

warning against abuses and a faithful witness to our 21st-century biotech world? 

Elective Sections 
  For All the Saints: A Writing Workshop, by Anita Reith Stohs — Learn different ways in which you 

can write your own faith history, or that of a beloved parent, grandparent, or elderly relative. Time 

provided for participants to start writing. 

  Genetics, Genomics, Gene Therapy, and Personalized Medicine, by Lisa Butterfield, M.S., C.G.C., 

Clinical Assistant Professor, KU School of Medicine — Learn how advances in genetics may apply to 

your healthcare. What can you learn from your family history? 

http://www.martinlutheracademy.org/
http://www.xlibris.com/


  Navigating Your Way through the Maze of Senior Healthcare, by Alycia Murdock, LPN, Nurse 

Liaison — Gain a better understanding of the often confusing world of Medicare, Medicaid, Medicare 

Replacement policies, and commercial insurance benefits. Open discussion is encouraged. 

  The Arch Lutheran Musician, Michael Praetorius, by Louis Schuler, Ph.D. — Not only was 

Praetorius one hot composer (his harmonization of Lo, How a Rose is familiar to many), but his 

knowledge of church music history, composition, and instruments was encyclopedic! We’ll examine some 

of this great Lutheran’s contributions to the music world. 

  A Theology of Disability, by Dcn. David Sukolics, Ministry Consultant, Bethesda Lutheran 

Communities — What do the Word of God and the Cross of Christ have to say about the disabled and 

disability? How should they be regarded, and included, in the life of the church? 

  Land of Luther & Bach, by Pastor Thomas Harries — A pictorial journey of significant sites 

associated with two great Lutherans.  Learn how closely their lives and ministries connected even though 

a century apart. 

Registration brochures available on the Hope website – www.HopeLutheran.org 

Cost: only $6.00 per person, with optional boxed lunch from Hy-Vee, also $6.00 

Registration deadline: November 9, 2012 

Presented in partnership with Johnson County Lutherans For Life 

Sponsored by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

Questions?  Contact Pastor Michael Penikis – church phone: (913)631-6940, email: 

Penikis@HopeLutheran.org 

Orchids and Onions 
Orchids  to Carl Niederwimmer for all of his work with the confirmation pictures and frames.   
Orchids to Lorie Kuhn for her help in reprinting some of the confirmation photos. 
Orchids to the Callers for Christ for our big turnout and participation last month.  Way to go! 
Orchids to all who helped move and install the new playground equipment for Pre-K.… Steve Foutch, 
Andrew Spidle, Troy Fredde, Jackson Foutch, Deacon Buchholz, Pastor Arnold, Jacob Arnold, Pastor 

Froiland, Dan Jones, D.J. Dammann, Chuck Eberth, and John Rieger (a Pre-K dad). 
Orchids to our Weekday School parents and Weekday school kids who were in church and singing very well on 
Oct. 20th.  Thank you, Mrs. Arnold for leading the singing. 
Orchids to our handbells and handbell director, Pete Olson for a job well done on Oct 28th.   Orchids to organist 
Laurie Folken who had to “change keys” on the fly for hymn 618 to match the playing of the bell.  Thank you. 
Orchids to the adults who attended Movie Night with their children and did such a wonderful job of cleaning up 
afterwards. 

************************************************************************** 

Dear Members of Kansas City Area Congregations: 
 The Christmas Store sponsored by the Lutheran Urban Mission Agency (LUMA) will be 
held the week of December 10, 2012.  Our goal is to help 300 families (1,300-1,400 individuals) 
who would not have a Christmas except for the generosity of churches, businesses and 
individuals like you.  We carefully screen the families to ensure they meet the criteria for the 
store.  We also co-operate with other organizations to prevent duplication of clients.  Each 
family member will receive a nice (new) personal gift and each family will receive a food basket 
for Christmas dinner, a Bible and a quilt or blanket.   
 The Christmas Store will be held December 11th through the 14th at the LUMA Ministry 
Center, 3007 Mercier, KCMO.  We will need volunteers December 1st to sort gifts by age and 
gender (9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.)  We will begin setting up the store December 8th (9-2) (see page 3).  Pat Enomoto, “Mrs. 
Santa Claus”, is in charge of the event.  We will need 60+ volunteers for sorting and assistance during the Christmas 
Store.  Please contact me at 913-948-9700, ext. 140 to reserve a time to be an “elf” and help our shoppers select their 
gifts, to help with set-up on the 1st, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 13th, or 14th, or to work in the food pantry.  A meal will be provided 
for the volunteers on Monday through Friday. 
 One way your members can help us is to begin collecting gifts now when they find items on sale.  The “List of 
Needs” contains some suggested items for the Christmas Store but is not limited to those items.  All items in our 
Christmas Store are new items ($20-$25 suggested retail value) as this may be the only nice gifts some of our families 



will receive.  All donated items need to be at the LUMA Ministry Center, 3007 Mercier, KCMO by December 10th so 
they can be inventoried and sorted.  The list may also be copied and used as a poster. 
 Thank you for your support of the Lutheran Urban Mission Agency’s “mission in the city.” 
In His Service, 

Linda Verman 

Administrative Assistant 
 

The list below contains some suggested items for the Christmas Store.  All items in our Christmas Store are NEW items 
($20-$25 suggested retail value), as this may be the only nice gift some of our families will receive.  We hope to help 
over 300 families or nearly 1,300 people including: 

 INFANTS: (two and under) layettes, crib toys, baby clothes, educational toys. 

 CHILDREN: (3-12 years) toys that are age appropriate; Girls–dolls and accessories, large items such as toy shopping carts, 
kitchen appliances, etc.; Boys-metal trucks or cars, skateboards/helmets, sports equipment, etc. 

 TEENS: (13-18 years) Girls-make-up, clothing; Boys-sweat shirts and, sports equipment; CD players are appropriate for both. 

 ADULT MEN: heavy quilted flannel shirts, sweatshirts, good work gloves, good tools, and thermos. 

 ADULT WOMEN: small appliances, heavy duty pans, mixing bowls, bedspreads and linens.  

 FAMILIES:  1 roll of wrapping paper, some bows and a roll of scotch tape, a new quilt or blanket-full or larger, a Bible, and a 
food basket including some type of meat.   

 Each child 3 and under gets a stuffed animal, 12” or more tall; each child 3-12 receives a gender appropriate “grab bag” with 
crayons, small cars, play jewelry, etc. 

 Ladies have an “Extra Blessing” table with knick knacks to choose from. 

 Each person receives 1 pair socks and 2 warm items (hat & gloves, gloves and scarf, etc.) 
We would appreciate having the items at least one week prior to the Christmas Store but definitely by December 10, 2012.   
 

FOOD BASKETS 
Each family receives a food basket for their Christmas Dinner.  We hope to include meat along with other items needed for 
a Christmas Dinner.  Some of the following items are included (Please–no large/glass containers): 
      Flour (5 lb.)     Sugar (4 lb.)    Potatoes   
      Pinto beans (2 lb.)   Rice (2 lb.)  Canned Corn, whole  
      Canned Green beans   Peas or other vegetable Soup 
      Evaporated/Powdered Milk  Yams/Pumpkin  Canned fruit 
      Gelatin    Dressing Mix  Corn Oil (1 qt.) 
 

Cash contributions and gift cards are especially welcome.  Donations are used to supplement our stock of food and Christmas Store 
items.  We have been able to purchase turkeys and chickens through Harvesters.  During the Christmas Store, if we find that we are 
short of a particular item volunteers go shopping to replenish our inventory.  Checks and Gift Cards may be sent to:   

 
LUTHERAN URBAN MISSION AGENCY (LUMA) 

P.O. Box 412594, Kansas City, MO  64141-2594 


