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THANK GOD – FOR WHAT? 
 

As I write these words, thirty-three Chilean miners, who have been trapped underground for months, are 
being rescued and returned to the arms of loved ones.  The media is showing images of people clapping and 
cheering.  The hearts of family and friends are filled with eager anticipation as the world watches with them.  
Those who have been waiting so anxiously are THANKFUL, to say the least, to see their loved ones once 
again. 

Circumstances such as these cause us to be thankful for what our Lord provides.  He preserved those 
thirty-three miners for weeks on end deep below the surface of the earth.  Thanks be to God.  

But would we be so thankful if half of those trapped men died as a result of the long wait?  Would we be 
thankful if we were told that their rescue wouldn’t happen for another few months or even years?  I realize these 
questions posed are hypothetical.  However, as you know, tragedy does occur and much of the time we don’t 
have to look all the way to South America to see it unfold.  Terrible circumstances happen close to home – with 
the people that we love – even to us – all the time.  Thank God – for what? 

During the winter of 1620, 102 immigrants landed on the bleak and rocky, storm-swept shores of Cape 
Cod Bay.  Almost half died in the first year.  We are told that they had to dig seven times more graves for the 
dead than they built homes for the living.  During the summer the Pilgrim Fathers were only able to clear and 
seed about twenty-one acres of land.  Thank God – for what? 

Tragedy is all around us.  Wars, poverty, hard-times, disease and death persist every day.  Reading the 
paper or watching the evening news has become an exercise in great fortitude as our stomachs twist and turn at 
every mention of even yet more misfortune.  Thank God – for what? 

Even in the midst of tragedy our Lord remains Lord.  He is in constant control of all that life brings each 
and every day.  As Christians, we live each day under the cross.  In this view we will “say what a thing is.”  In 
other words, we are led by the cross of Jesus to look at the trials, the sufferings, the pangs of conscience, the 
troubles – and joys – of daily life through the sufferings of Jesus.  The truth is our logical conclusions will 
always fall short of why suffering and hardships persist.  We are sinners and we live in a fallen world.  
However, God has not abandoned His people.  His cross never fades and always stands as a reminder that His 
suffering far exceeds our own.  It always has and always will.  Thank God – for what? – for Jesus who even in 
our sufferings never leaves us and always takes care of us.  That’s His faithful promise. 
 This month we celebrate the National Day of Thanksgiving on November 25th.  I hope you will join your 
fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, giving thanks to our Lord, at our 10 A.M. Divine Service on this special 
day.  What will we be giving thanks for?  I think you know. 

When the first of those thirty-three miners were brought to the surface after spending sixty-nine days 
tapped in a Chilean mine, the people were indeed giving thanks.  When the first of those twenty-one acres had 
been harvested, and the Pilgrims had gone out to get the last shock of corn, they sang a Psalm.  “The earth is the 
Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and all that dwell therein (Ps. 24:1).”  A feast was held at which all 
came together and in fellowship gave thanks to the Almighty God.  In the midst of tragedy, comes thanksgiving.  
Thank God – for all His precious gifts of house, home, food, family, country… and the list goes on… and for 
loving us so much that He gave His only begotten Son.  Thank you, God – For all you have given – and still 
give – to me. 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
 
 
 
Pastor Arnold 



Living the ‘Iterative’ Life 
 In the English language the word “iterate” means, “to say or do something repeatedly.” 
(Ironically, to “re-iterate” means essentially the same thing, or [rather redundantly] to “re-repeat”).  I 
marvel at how optimum “iterate” is in defining our lives under the Law and Gospel.   
 
 The Iterative life is one in which the Law and Gospel effectuate our lives from moment to 
moment, repeatedly.  By the hearing of Holy Scripture and preaching consisting of the Word’s two 
chief doctrines (Law and Gospel), our Old Adam is accused and our New Man is resurrected over 
and over again.  God’s Word, then, is the certainty of our assurance of salvation—never our personal 
experiences, present circumstances, or human wisdom. 
 
 Take the case of the patriarch Joseph.  As a young boy, Jacob’s son received visions in which 
he himself was elevated in greatness above not only his older brothers, but also his mother and 
father.  Such a dream would be considered foolish and entirely disrespectful, especially in that time.  
As the experiences and trials unfold in the story, Joseph had every opportunity to lose hope: sold into 
slavery in a foreign land, false accusations of adultery, and no fewer than 2 years in prison.  Yet in the 
end, God prevailed in bringing about forgiveness in lives of Joseph’s brothers.  Even after they had 
been forgiven, their sin and the law would continue to condemn the brothers.  But God would repeat 
His forgiveness through Joseph.  They lived the iterative life. 
 
        The Law and Gospel are daily experiences impinging upon sinners.  The Holy Scriptures are 
not only historical document, but also embody a performative aspect that we should not forget.  The 
Word of Promise is also uttered in the present.  The proclamation and reception of “Your sins are 
forgiven for Jesus’ sake” and “Take eat/drink the Body/Blood of Christ given/shed for you” grant life 
and salvation, promising a hopeful, reconciled future, not only with God but with others.  Our union 
with Christ depends on the word which delivers it, not vice versa! Union with Christ does nothing 
other than take everything out of our hands spiritually and place it in God’s—where it belongs.  
Humans are passive corem deo (Latin “before God”) as receivers. 
 

John Kleinig’s Grace upon Grace (CPH, 2008) is arguably the greatest book on Christian 
spirituality in our day.  The author notes the receptive nature of the Christian life as well as the life-
long journey under the cross: “In our human lives, growing up involves the gradual shift from dependence to 
independence.  But the reverse is true for us as we grow spiritually.  On our journey we become more and more 
dependent on Christ for everything in every situation.  We do not then proceed from childhood to adulthood; we 
move forward to spiritual childhood as we grow in faith and become people of prayer.  Hence Jesus tells us to 
become as little children to receive our full royal inheritance as sons and daughters of God (Matthew 18:3).  As 
we mature in faith we learn to borrow all that we need and all that we are in Christ.  Only as beggars do we 
have access to the Father’s presence and His grace … Our repentance is not just an initial act or an occasional 
event in our journey with Christ; it is a daily event, a lifelong process.  Our whole life is a process of conversion 
from ourselves to God, a dying to self that is complete only when we die.” (pg. 34)  God’s blessings and joy 
to you living the iterative life! 
   
In Christ’s Service, 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Froiland 
 



November - December Acolytes 
    8:00am    10:45am 
November   Andy Basch    Jacob Arnold 
    Trevor Crystal   Jackson Foutch 
Thanksgiving Day @ 10am: Otto Gaiser, Robby Henrichs 
 
December   Otto Gaiser    Matthew Knopp 
    Blake Faller    Johnathon Knopp  
Advent Services @ 7pm: 1st – Braydon Basch, 8th – Trenton Pride, 15th – Mark Buchholz, 22nd – Joshua 
Buchholz 
Christmas Eve @ 6pm:  Tommy Knopp, Johnathon Knopp, Otto Gaiser, Jordan Trager 
Christams Eve @ 11pm:  Michael Kuhn 
Christmas Day @ 10am:  Blake Faller, Jacob Arnold 
New Year’s Eve @ 7pm:  Josh Buchholz, Mark Buchholz  

Dress and behavior 

• Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 
• Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do 

not stare out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing 
hymns and participate in the liturgy. 

• You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting 
no later than 15 minutes before the service. 

• Please do not talk during worship!! 

 

Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Andy Basch 8am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Joshua Buchholz 8am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal 8am  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
Otto Gaiser 8am  
Austin Hall 8am  

Robby Henrichs 8am  
Nicholas June 10:45am  
Andy Keck 10:45am  
Johnathon Knopp 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn 8am  
Michael Marfield 10:45am  
Michael O’Keefe 10:45am  
Trenton Pride 8am  
Nicholas Shepherd sub only  
Jordan Trager 8am 

               

***************************************************************************** 

Directory of Disciples 
It will be soon be time for our “Directory of Disciples” for 2011 here at Christ Lutheran.  We 
would really like to have as much correct information in the directory as possible.  Please take 
a few minutes this month and check over your information in the 2010 Directory.  Is all the 

information we have for you and your family correct?  Does any 
information need to be updated? 
Do you have a different address or phone number?  Are you using a cell 
phone in place of a land line? 
Are you in the same occupation?    Many people have mentioned they 
would like to use the services of their fellow members when they need 
jobs done but don’t always know who is in what profession. 
What about your children?  Have they moved out on their own but are 

still being listed at your address?   
The “Directory of Disciples” is a great resource for you and your fellow members.  Please help 
us keep this information current.  Just the few minutes it takes for you to check your 
information and call or email with any updates will help your fellow members, your Pastors 
and Deacon, your elders, and Pastor’s secretary.  Thank you! 



Orchids and Onions 

 

    Orchids Orchids Orchids Orchids to David Baker who was the subject of the feature article in the Pro-Athlete Rundown newsletter last 
month.  The article commemorated David’s decade of service to the company.  Congratulations, David! 
 Orchids Orchids Orchids Orchids to those individuals who prepare our coffee and get the donuts ready for Sunday mornings.  We all 
appreciate and enjoy your efforts. 
    Orchids Orchids Orchids Orchids to all those who filled out a Time/Talent/Treasure pledge form and brought it forward during our 
special hymn on Oct 10th – and – all those would was not able to be at church on Stewardship Sunday and made sure 
to make use of the pledge forms anyway.  We thank you.  We rely heavily on these to formulate a balanced budget. 
 Orchids Orchids Orchids Orchids to our volunteers who sneak into the building or on the grounds to do the little things that need to be 
done.  You are much appreciated. 
 Orchids Orchids Orchids Orchids to Lee Ketelsen, Tom Chastain Andrew Spidle, Bane Gaiser, DJ Dammann, Steve Foutch, Shane 
Rogers, Zach Kramer and Troy Fredde for allowing their names to stand for election to the Board of Directors.  We 
really appreciate your willingness to serve in leadership for the sake of the Parish-family. 
 

***************************************************************************** 
 

LUTHERAN MISSION OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD/LUMA CHRISTMAS STORE 
December 14-17, 2010 at Jesus el Buen Pastor Lutheran Church 

3007 Mercier, Kansas City, MO  64141 913-948-9700 
The time of the Christmas Store is fast approaching.  Set-up is scheduled for December 4, 11, 12, & 13.  
The store will be open to “shoppers” on December 14th – 17th.  
We are looking for volunteers to sort and set-up all Christmas Store items.  We also need “elves” to help 
the “shoppers.”  If you can volunteer some of your time for this, please call Linda at 913-948-9700, ext. 
1. 
The list below contains some suggested items for the Christmas Store.  All items in our Christmas Store 
are NEW items ($20-$25 suggested retail value), as this may be the only nice gift some of our families 
will receive.  We hope to help over 300 families or nearly 1,200 people with the items: 
INFANTS:  (two and under) layettes, crib toys, baby clothes. 
CHILDREN:  (3-12 years)  clothing and toys, including dolls and accessories, metal cars and trucks, 
sports equipment (no balls), skates, skate boards. 
TEENS:  (13-18 years)  clothing, including sweat shirts and sweaters, sports equipment, CD players 
and Christian CDs, make-up kits. 
ADULT MEN:  heavy quilted flannel shirts, sweaters, sweatshirts, work gloves, especially good tools. 
ADULT WOMEN:  small appliances (crock pots, rice cookers, heavy duty pans, coffee makers, toaster 
ovens), bedspreads, kitchen/bath linens. 
FAMILIES:  a new quilt or blanket – full or larger, a Bible, food for the food baskets. 
We would appreciate having the items at least one week prior to our distribution at “The Christmas 
Store” but definitely by December 12th. 
 
FOOD BASKETS:  Each family receives a food basket for their Christmas dinner.  We hope to include a 
turkey or ham along with other items needed for a Christmas dinner.  Some of the following items are 
included:  Flour (5 lbs), Potatoes, Rice (2 lbs), Green Beans, Evaporated Milk, Yams/Pumpkin, Gelatin, 
Cooking Oil (1 qt.), Sugar (4 lbs.), Pinto or White Beans, Corn (whole or creamed), Peas or other 
vegetables, Canned Soup, Canned Fruit, Dressing Mix.  (Please – no large containers) 
Cash contributions and gift cards are especially welcome.  Donations are used to supplement our stock 
of food and Christmas Store items.  We have been able to purchase turkeys and hams through 
Harvesters.  During the Christmas Store, if we find that we are short of a particular item, volunteers go 
shopping to replenish our inventory.  Checks and gift cards may be sent to: Lutheran Mission of the 
Good Shepherd  PO Box 412594, Kansas City, MO  64141-2594. 



In our August newsletter, we had a list of “Add Ons” from MLA – items that are not included in the 
work the contractor will do.  Some items are “must do,” others we would like to do.  These “add on” 
items will increase the functionality of the school.  Below is an updated list.  As you can see, much 
progress has been made.  We thank God for that!  There is more to be done.  Please keep MLA in your 
prayers as our school continues to move forward in this next step of our relocation process. 

 
 
***************************************************************************** 

PrePrePrePre----K NewsK NewsK NewsK News    
A big thank you to all the families who helped with A big thank you to all the families who helped with A big thank you to all the families who helped with A big thank you to all the families who helped with the Fall parties!the Fall parties!the Fall parties!the Fall parties!    
    

Events for November:Events for November:Events for November:Events for November:    

  4 & 5   4 & 5   4 & 5   4 & 5 –––– Devotions Devotions Devotions Devotions    

  11 & 12   11 & 12   11 & 12   11 & 12 –––– Story time and Veterans’ Day Story time and Veterans’ Day Story time and Veterans’ Day Story time and Veterans’ Day    

  17 & 18   17 & 18   17 & 18   17 & 18 –––– Celebrate Mickey Mouse’s birthday Celebrate Mickey Mouse’s birthday Celebrate Mickey Mouse’s birthday Celebrate Mickey Mouse’s birthday    

  18 & 19   18 & 19   18 & 19   18 & 19 –––– Puppet Show Puppet Show Puppet Show Puppet Show    

  22 & 23   22 & 23   22 & 23   22 & 23 –––– Thanksgiving Feast Thanksgiving Feast Thanksgiving Feast Thanksgiving Feast    

November TopicsNovember TopicsNovember TopicsNovember Topics    

            TransportationTransportationTransportationTransportation                HomesHomesHomesHomes

                    ThankThankThankThanksgiving sgiving sgiving sgiving                 Number reviewNumber reviewNumber reviewNumber review    

            Letters ‘D’ Letters ‘D’ Letters ‘D’ Letters ‘D’ –––– ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘H’H’H’H’                    Community HelpersCommunity HelpersCommunity HelpersCommunity Helpers    

            Wants and NeedsWants and NeedsWants and NeedsWants and Needs 

    

    

OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!)OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!)OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!)OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!)    
Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG)Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG)Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG)Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) has had a great time visiting while they enjoy 

eating lunch together.  In October the group went to Tiffany Greens Golf Club.  There is 

only one more CLLG event planned for 2010.  It will be on November 16th at Noon at 

the Golden Corral.  Please join us for our last CLLG gathering.  It is a great chance to 

visit while enjoying good food! 

 

ThanksThanksThanksThanks to all who helped make the Wexford Kitchen Band Performance a huge success! 
It was enjoyed by 24 Christ Lutheran members and the entire Martin Luther Academy. 

 

Advent Service Socials: December 1, 8, 15, & 22December 1, 8, 15, & 22December 1, 8, 15, & 22December 1, 8, 15, & 22. The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 

board. After the social on the 8th we will put together baggies of treats for the students 

as a Christmas surprise after their December 10 performance.  

 

MLA will perform selections from their Christmas Program for OASIS on December 10 December 10 December 10 December 10 

@ 1:00PM@ 1:00PM@ 1:00PM@ 1:00PM. There will be a social after the performance. Sign up on the bulletin sheet to 

help host. 
 
 



Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   
100 – a very nice number.  You can write it “C” if you enjoy Roman numerals.  You 
can give someone a piece of US currency with this number on it.  You can bask in 
glory when you get this on a test.  It is a hot day during a KC summer (which I found 
out as I enjoyed my first summer here) when it hits this temperature.  All of these are 
references to the number 100, but for me this year 100 is my goal.  Not how many 
pounds I want to lose or how old I want to live to, but how many students I hope we 
get at MLA for the 2011-12 school year.  You may be asking yourself, “Why is he 
bringing this up now?”.  The reason – now is the time to start thinking about and 
sharing with and obtaining information from MLA.  Next year we will be in a new 

facility with plenty of room to have more and more students.  In our future we will have more academic 
offerings, an on-site gym, specialized classes, more co-curricular opportunities, and much, much more.  Please 
check out our website (www.martinlutheracademy.org) for information.  Please give me a call or send me an 
email to find out more about Christian education at MLA.  I pray that as you or someone you know is deciding 
upon a school for educating a loved one, MLA is considered. 
 

Our first quarter of school and our fall sports season is over.  We had a great amount of success in academics, 
volleyball and soccer.  Our students worked diligently, and our teams played hard, won many games, and best 
of all showed wonderful Christian sportsmanship and behavior on the field, court and in the classroom.  MLA 
also participated in an Academic Bowl.  The students prepared well and had a good showing of their academic 
skills that God has blessed them with.  Our coaches and students had a great time in the fall, and we look 
forward to a great winter of basketball, cheerleading and learning. 
 

We are so thankful for the many blessings that God has and continues to shower upon MLA, its families, 
faculty, staff and students.  Please continue to keep Martin Luther Academy in your prayers as we seek to do the 
work of the Lord in this place. God’s richest blessings to all of you, thank you for your support, and have a 
thankful month of November! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Rick Schneider 
Principal, MLA 
 

Thank you Veterans!! 
Veterans Day at Martin Luther Academy 

6700 NW 72
nd

 Street, Kansas City, MO 

Thursday, November 11 - 8:30 am – 10:00 am 

We give thanks to God for YOU on this day…OUR VETERANS.  You and any other family members/friends are 

invited to attend our celebration.  We are so grateful for your service, and we want to say thank you.  We 

would like to recognize you for what you have meant to us and our country, and let our students hear from 

you about your experiences.  We will be collecting an offering that will be sent to the VFW Foundation “Return 

the Favor” program.  Please let us know if you are able to attend by calling MLA at 816-734-1060 by Monday, 

November 8
th

.  We hope you will be able to join us for this special day. 

Order of Activities for the Day: 

8:30am Celebration & Praise 

 Flag Procession & Pledges 

 Welcome & Introduction of Veterans  

 Student Essay Readings 

Explanation & Observance of Moment of Silence 

Closing prayer  

Dismissal 

  Assembly of Care Packages with 2nd-8th Graders  



 
Choice Dollars – Thrivent Members 

 

YOU have the power to direct your portion of what is now called Choice Dollars! 2010 marks 

the advent of the program Choice Dollars!  In previous years Christ Lutheran was assigned an 
amount that a committee of three directed to such items as LWML Blankets, Youth trips, 

OASIS care package postage, Our Redeemer etc. YOU have the power/responsibility to 
contribute what is designated to YOU to a Lutheran Charity/Organization. It could be Christ 

Lutheran, MLA, Our Redeemer or a variety of several. If you choose Christ Lutheran be sure 
Pastor Arnold, Pastor Froiland, Deacon or Eunice know where you want the money used such 
as:  LWML Blankets, Youth trips, OASIS care package postage, Our Redeemer; or they will 
assign the money where they think the need is greatest. 
 
It’s easy – just go to the Thrivent web site and click until you get Choice Dollars. Or call 800-
847-4836 and say, “Choice Dollars” after the voice asks what do you want? Either immediately 
or in 45 minutes you will be helped by a live voice. Just relax and put the phone on speaker and 
eat lunch or something constructive. State the Lutheran Organization of choice you want your 
money to go to and the person will verify their existence in the program. You can also choose 
whether to make your contribution on a continuous quarterly basis. Every family member that is 
eligible must designate for themselves. The funds will be transferred and Eunice will get a 
monthly statement listing that month’s contributions. You need to let Eunice know your choice 
if you want the money directed to a particular line. Let any organization know actually such as 
MLA. This is an effort to empower EVERY Thrivent member. Let’s take advantage of this. The 
amount previously distributed was $1600 per year. Thrivent says the Choice Dollars has the 
possibility to direct many more dollars per year if everyone that is eligible to donate does so. 
Let’s put them to the test and do some great service to our Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 

The members of Christ Lutheran Church are cordially 
invited to a 90th birthday celebration honoring Earl Flakne. 
 

The celebration will be held from 2:00 - 4:00PM in the 
Ephphatha Room on Saturday, November 27, 2010.  
 

Hosted by the Flakne children. 
 

 

 

 

 



Book of the Month – November 

+Lutheranism 101+ 

 
 

***************************************************************************************** 
Dear Fellow Redeemed, 
As you study the monthly offering comparison, notice how far “behind” we are this year as compared to last 
year through September.  Also, keep in mind, our adopted budget for 2009 was $581,809.  For 2010 the 
budget increased to $606,858.  Please keep the needs of work at your/THE LORD’S Church in the forefront of 
your thoughts and prayers as we move toward the end of this year.  We are confident the Lord will continue to 
provide “for” and “through” His children for the sake of the Church.     Pastor Arnold 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Lutheranism 101 examines Lutheran beliefs and 
heritage in a fresh way. If you are a lifelong Lutheran 
searching for more information or new to Lutheranism 
looking to understand what we believe, this book will 
be your guide. It is written in an easy-to-read 
conversational style with short articles, side-bar 
features, and some humor. Lutheranism 101 helps 
create a solid foundation of reference upon which a 
lifetime of sound teaching can be built.  
Explore the basics of Lutheran theology by digging 
into the history of Lutheranism and making 
connections between what Lutherans believe and what 
Lutherans do.  
 

What you'll learn about: 
• God and His Son 
• Faith and Belief 
• Heaven and Hell 
• Church and Fellowship 
• Sin and Forgiveness 
• and much more! 

 

Visit www.lutheranism101.com or talk to Pastor 
Arnold for more details.  We have a copy at church 
for your review.  This is a very handy and informative 
book. 


