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+Constantine the Great+ 

22 May AD 337 
Flavius Valerius Aurelius Constantinus, also called Constantine the Great, served as Roman Emperor 

from AD 306 to 337.  He died on May 22nd AD 337.  His glorious claim to fame among Christians happened in AD 
313 when he signed the Edict of Milan which made the persecution of Christian forbidden.  This Edict later 
gained full imperial support and was enforced throughout the entire Empire.  For three hundred years 
Christians were thrown into prison, tortured and even put to death.  Constantine’s actions resulting in the 
protection Christians have led many to believe that he was a great man of faith and valor. 

However, it is believed by some that Constantine may not have been a true believer.  The reason… he 
wasn't baptized until he was on his death bed.  However, he actively supported Christianity in his later life and 
it is said that he even preached upon occasion.  Other scholars speculate that he delayed baptism for the same 
reason as did many others during portions of the Church's history, that of a general misunderstanding of Holy 
Baptism. 
          Many theologians spoke of the need for "satisfaction" — making amends for sins committed during one's 
life — and warned about time that would be spent in Purgatory (a holding place of sorts between Heaven and 
Hell where the soul is ―made ready‖ to go to heaven) by those who didn't make full satisfaction while still 
living.  Indeed, some even taught that unless proper penance was done, one might find himself forever barred 
from Heaven! 
         Since Baptism truly washes away all sin — both that of our birth nature and any transgressions committed 
later — some thought the best way to avoid Purgatory (or Hell) was to be baptized when one was at death's 
door.  In so doing, people believed that there would be no unrepented, unsatisfied sins remaining that would 
leave one waiting for eternal bliss or forever denied its blessings. 

This is NOT the proper use or understanding of Holy Baptism.  Baptism is a gift from God that grants us 
the forgiveness of sins.  Because we are sinners from birth, we need this precious gift at the beginning, in the 
middle, and at life’s end.  We sometimes talk about our baptism in the past tense.  Yes, at a particular point in 
time you ―were‖ baptized. 

However, we live each day in our baptism.  It says in Luther’s Small Catechism that we in our baptism 
are ―…by daily contrition and repentance drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a new man 
should daily emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.‖  Each day we live in our 
Baptisms we die to sin (drown) and come back to life.  Each day, as Baptized children of God (present tense) 
we have life and hope because in Christ each day our sins are forgiven.  Therefore, it is most appropriate to 
say, ―I AM (present tense) Baptized.‖ 

Sunday, May 22nd will mark the 1674th anniversary of the death of Constantine the Great.  No, we will 
not be ―celebrating‖ this anniversary in Church.  I do, however, want to make you aware because Constantine 
was a significant figure for the sake of the early church.  He made it illegal to persecute Christians within the 
Empire.  The Edict of Milan not doubt helped Christianity spread far and wide. 

Constantine did good… but we shouldn’t take his example of waiting before receiving Christ’s blessings 
and forgiveness.  Receive them today.  If life is crazy and disorderly, place your burdens at the foot of the 
cross… today.  Jesus is with you giving you life and salvation in His Holy House… today.  Be with the Savior and 
your fellow Christians in Divine Service on Sundays and/or Wednesdays.  The time is now.  There is no need to 
wait.  His gifts ―keep on‖ giving by grace through faith.  Today is the day for our faith and worship.  Don’t wait 
any longer.  We do not know our last hour.  Today is the day to receive His gifts.  These gifts of life, 
forgiveness and salvation will not run out.  They are for you each day of your life – whether your life is in good 
shape or bad shape right now.  May God richly bless you and keep you always in the One True Faith of Jesus the 
Savior. 
 
In Christ’s Service  
Pastor Arnold 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purgatory


The Hidden/Revealed God 
  “When I applied my heart to know wisdom, and to see the business that is done on earth, how neither day 
nor night do one’s eyes see sleep, then I saw all the work of God, that man cannot find out the work that is done 
under the sun.  However much man may toil in seeking, he will not find it out.  Even though a wise man claims to 
know, he cannot find it out.” (Ecclesiastes 8:16-17) 
 Throughout the book of Ecclesiastes, “the Preacher” (as he’s identified in chapter 1, verse 1) 
argues against a kind of theology that seeks to find God and understand His ways by what can be seen 
and discerned from life “under the sun.”  Can God’s will be discerned from the world around us? Do 
earthquakes and tsunamis show God’s providence? How about winning the lottery? Are the answers to 
life’s deepest questions found in the God’s created natural world? The writer of Ecclesiastes says, “No!” 
 Man cannot know God’s ways in regard to His hidden will.  In God there are many things 
hidden, of which we are ignorant.  When is the Last Day? (Mark 13:32, Acts 1:7) Why was my loved one 
taken from me? Why am I still here on earth? Why must I suffer? “The Preacher” tried to discover what 
could be known about God and His ways from the world around him.  All he could find is that he could 
not know anything about the will and purposes of the deus absconditus (“the hidden God”).  However 
much man may toil in seeking, he will not find it out. (Eccl 8:17).  In fact, man cannot even know from the 
temporal experiences of life whether God loves or hates him! (Eccl. 9:2).  In not a few places in his book 
does the writer of Ecclesiastes call these temporal experiences of life in the world “vanity” or 
“absurdity.”  Is this not a prescription for despair? God is in heaven.  Man is on earth.  Man cannot 
know the eternal and mighty, the sovereign and mysterious plan of God—is this not reason enough for 
him to lie down and die? If one should only seek to mine the unfathomable depths of the hidden God, 
this may be so.  But, another side of our God exists- the deus revelatus (“the revealed God”).  God and 
His will are revealed in the Scriptures.  God and His will are revealed in the sacraments.   
 In the word and sacraments, nothing can remain hidden in God’s eternal and heavenly will for 
all mankind.  Why? Because in Christ Jesus the seals have now been broken (Matt. 27:66, Rev. 5:2-5) and 
the stone has been rolled away from the sepulcher (Matt. 28:2).  In Jesus, God’s supreme mystery is 
brought to light.  The Son of God was made man and suffered for us so that we may reign eternally.  
Take Jesus out the Scriptures, and what will you find left in them? Christ is the only Revealed God.  
And so in Christ, nothing is revealed in the abstract. 
 A man was once told by his doctor that he must eat a diet consisting of more fruit or he would 
die.  The man went to the grocer and asked, “Do you have any fruit?” to which the grocer replied, “We 
have apples, oranges, peaches, plums, pears, melons, berries of all sorts, you name, we got it.” The man 
replied, “Well no, I need fruit.” Not getting any satisfaction, he went to the next grocer where a similar 
conversation ensued with, you can guess, the same result.  As time passed, the man found that no one 
could give him fruit, and so he died.  Stupid man, you say.  Perhaps.  But here is the point: the man 
sought fruit in the abstraction rather than the reality.  How does this illustrate religion today? Many 
seek ________ (spirituality, God, faith, eternal life, forgiveness, etc.) in the abstract.  In Christ the 
Revealed God no gift is given in the abstract.  The preached word in the sermon, water in Holy Baptism, 
the proclamation of forgiveness in Holy Absolution, and the Body and Blood of Jesus in bread and wine 
are the concrete gifts God gives.  Put the abstractions aside and hear, feel, and taste your salvation! 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
 
 
 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                          Grades 6-8 

FLOAT TRIP 
Thursday (PM) – Saturday (Noon) 

June 2 – 3 – 4  
SR-LYF Members (Gr. 9-12) & JR-LYF Members (Gr. 6-
8)  who have made a commitment to attend, will 
spend two nights at Heit’s Point Lutheran Camp, and 
float seven miles of the Little Niangua River!  About 
125 youth and adults from eight of our area Lutheran 
churches and schools will be participating.  
 

Cost for this trip is $65.00 for members of Christ and 
$75.00 for others.   (Deposits of $35.00 per person 
were required in mid-April).  Final payments are due 
on Sunday, May 15. 
 

We will be leaving from our church parking lot on 
Thursday, June 2 no later than 5:00 PM.  We will 
return to the church parking lot between noon and 
1:00 PM on Saturday, June 4. 
 

Two breakfasts (at Heit’s Point) and one lunch (on the 
river) are provided with the $65.00/$75.00 costs.  One 
other meal will need to be purchased by participants 
(We will stop on Thursday on the way to Heit’s Point).  
We will not stop for lunch, coming home, on 
Saturday.   
 

Details for this annual trip will be shared very soon. 
   

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
For the month of May, PK-8 children will be exploring Biblical 

Accounts with the following titles and references: 

 

May 1----------God’s Servant Stephen-----------Acts 6-Acts 7 
May 8---------Philip and the Ethiopian----------Acts 8:26-40 
May 15-------The Conversion of Paul-------------Acts 9:1-31 
May 22---------Peter and Cornelius---------------------Acts 10 
May 29-----Peter’s Escape from Prison---------------Acts 12 

 

CLC BIBLE STUDIES 
May, 2010 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday Morning Adult – 9:30 AM 

Ephphatha Room 
“Hebrews” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Sunday Morning High School/Young Adult – 9:30 AM 

David Room (LYF Room) 
“Christian Apologetics” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Tuesday Morning – 10:30 AM 

Walther Room (Church Overflow) 
“The Book of Exodus: People’s Commentary” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Wednesday Late Afternoon Women’s – 5:30 PM 

South Lounge 
“Bad Girls of the Bible (and what we can learn from them)” 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Friday Morning Men’s Bible Study – 6:00 AM 

Fellowship Commons 
“Acts” 

 

 
 

 
 

Thanks for all of your wonderful support for our youth 
as they prepare for the LCMS Servant Event at 
Lutheran Island Camp July 9-16.  Our final fundraising 
effort…the Easter Breakfast…was supported by the 
Platte County Thrivent Chapter with a $750.00 
matching grant.  Thank you to everyone who helped 
make our Easter Breakfast a success.  Those who will 
be serving this summer:   
 Andy Basch                     Mariah Pride 
 Blake Faller                  Gabbie Ramos 
 Emma Gaiser            Maddie Ramos             
 Otto Gaiser                         Kate Smith 
 Susan Gaiser-AC          Morgan Smith     
 Austin Hall                          Erika Stark 
 Kayla Henrichs       Shannon Thomas                   
 Robby Henrichs     Kelly Jo Yulich-AC 
 Chelsey Lewis   Deacon Buchholz-AC 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0


 

May - June Acolytes 

    8:00am    10:45am 
May    Trevor Crystal    Michael O’Keefe 
    Blake Faller    Justin Ferguson 
 
June    Michael Kuhn    Johnathon Knopp 
    Trenton Pride    Matthew Knopp 
  June 2, Ascension @ 7pm – Andy Keck 
  June 12, Pentecost @ 10:45am – Jacob Arnold, Trevor Crystal   

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do 
not stare out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing 
hymns and participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no 
later than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 

Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Andy Basch 8am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Joshua Buchholz 8am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal 8am  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
Otto Gaiser 8am  
Austin Hall 8am  

Robby Henrichs 8am  
Nicholas June 10:45am  
Andy Keck 10:45am  
Johnathon Knopp 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn 8am  
Michael Marfield 10:45am  
Michael O’Keefe 10:45am  
Trenton Pride 8am  
Nicholas Shepherd sub only  
Jordan Trager 8am 

***************************************************************************** 
 

Assistant Needed for Weekday School! 
The 2

nd
 grade class is in need of an assistant for next year.  The assistant would help 

with memory work and be there in case Mrs. Ketelsen needs support with the 

expected large class.  This is a perfect opportunity 

for those in high school that need to earn 

Community Service credit.  The assistant would 

need to be there regularly on Wednesday’s when 

Weekday School is in session.   Please contact Kelli 

Smith (407-7542) or Deacon if you would be 

interested in helping.    

 

We get letters   
Dear fellow members of Christ at Christ Lutheran Parish, 
 I want to thank you all for all the Christian love and support that was shown to me and my family at the 
death of my dad.  I received so many cards and expressions of sympathy.  They all mean so much to me, and I 
especially appreciate the prayers.  The sure knowledge that God keeps His promises and the gift of eternal life He 
gave to my dad has been received by him is what gives us comfort at this time.  I appreciate all the reminders of this 
truth that so many of you have shared with me.  May God bless and keep us through that time when we all will 
meet Him face to face.  Come, Lord Jesus!    In Christian love and fellowship, Eunice Rodriguez and family 



OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 
 

Thanks to those who furnished dessert after the 10A.M. Lenten 

services:  B. Belt, L. Eggerstedt, S. Manlove, S. Moore, B. Musil, 

M. Oberhelman, J. Sittig, H. Scroggins, J. Tatman, and J. White.  

Also thanks to Deacon and Eunice for setting up the table and 

chairs and having coffee ready for Christian fellowship. 
 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) went to „Corner Café‟ in 

April and had 25      attendees.  Please join us at Noon on May 

17
th
 at “First Watch” at 409 Armour Rd. in NKC.  Contact Joyce 

White for details and with any questions you have.  

 

T-Bones game!  On Sunday, June 26
th
, OASIS will be going to the T-Bones game.  They 

are inviting anyone from the congregation to join them.  The games starts at 5:05PM 

(after the celebration with Pastor Krueger).  Talk to Shane Rogers for more information. 

 

 

Orchids and Onions 
 

 Orchids to Rebecca Levetzow.  Rebecca has been selected to participate in the Congress-Bundestag Youth 
Exchange for Young Professionals (CBYX), a year-long, federally-funded fellowship for study and work in Germany.  
Rebecca has studied at Webster University and was selected as one of 75 participants (from more than 500 
applicants) for this unique fellowship program.  Since 1984, approximately 1500 Americans have been awarded this 
opportunity to gain cultural, theoretical, and practical work experience in Germany, and Rebecca will be participating 
in the 28th year of the CBYX program (2011-2012).   
While in Germany on CBYX, Rebecca will attend a two-month intensive German language course, study at a German 
university or professional school for four months, and complete a five-month internship with a German company in her 
career field (International Education and Public Diplomacy).  Participants are placed throughout Germany, and have 
the opportunity to learn about everyday German life from a variety of perspectives. 
 Orchids to Herb Steffens who at the annual Northland Regional Chamber of Commerce Banquet received an 
award for Volunteer in Support of Education for his work at Martin Luther Academy.  Nominated by Rick 
Schneider.   
 Orchids to all who helped beautify our Sanctuary for Easter by purchasing Easter Lilies: Watson, Fredericks, 
Eberth, Chastain, Moore, Boynton, Harrison, Stark, Morgan, Hopkins, J. Jones, K.and M. Smith, Howard, Arnold, 
Sperl, Lewis, Easley, Sinclair, Stavenau, Elliott, Henrichs, Behnke, Tatman, Wilson Turner, Lyons, Faller, Mitchell, 
Duff, Gibson, Belt, Schelp, Frerking, Heermann, and Baker. 
 Orchids to everyone who shared their musical gifts with us through Lent, Holy Week, and Easter.  Whether it 
was through your voice or an instrument, (choir, bells, organ, piano, flute, harp, etc.), we thank you for the time and 
effort you gave to enhance the worship of our Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



***************************************************************************** 

Weekday School 2010-2011 Almost Complete! 
The 2010-2011 Weekday School year will end on Wednesday, May 11th, with a movie night.  This year had 

gone by so quickly!  As usual, we had a lot of wonderful volunteers in many areas that helped to make this 

school year possible. 

Thank you so much to the teachers that gave their time and talents by teaching our children this year and 

doing a marvelous job:  Belinda Knopp & Candace Ramos – 1st grade, Julie Ketelsen – 2nd grade, Katie 

Bayless – 3rd grade, Pat Mitchell – 4th grade, Diana Trumble – 5th grade, Janelle Hopkins – 6th grade, 

Deacon Buchholz – 7th grade, and Pastor Arnold and Pastor Froiland – Confirmation Class.  A special 

thank you to Rachel Almstedt who got the 6th grade class started each Wednesday until their teacher could 

get there.  Thanks Rachel!  I also had a super group of substitutes I could call on this year as needed.  

Thanks to these ladies for helping out:  Denice Lackey, Paula Emery, Janice Pena, Mary Jane Foutch, and 

Sue Crystal.  I would also like to thank Andrea Arnold for serving as Music Director again this year and 

doing such a wonderful job.  The music she has picked for the kids to sing is beautiful! 

I also want to thank our kitchen staff, starting with Cindy Smith.  Cindy has done a great job in the 

kitchen by planning and organizing the food side of things so that the kids and teachers could have a good, 

warm meal every Wednesday.  I also would like to sincerely thank all the people who have helped in the 

kitchen every week:  Bill and Roberta Musil, Jan Sittig, Lori Brinkmeyer, Lib Zemke, Margie Oswald, John 

Winfrey, Sue Daley, Sue Eberth, Jill Vincenti, Mary Frerking, Michelle Herring, Pat Toillion, John Ramos, 

and John Mitchell.  Without all this help, it would have been impossible to make and serve the meals, as 

well as clean up everything afterwards. 

I hope I haven’t forgotten anyone, and if I have, you have my sincerest apologies!  But really, thank you so 

much to all of you who helped in any way with Weekday School this year.  It would not be possible without 

all of you!   

In Christ, Kelli Smith 

Hymn of Prayer for Mothers 
(to the tune of “Sweet Hour of Prayer”) 

Lord Jesus, Son of God above, Thou  Who hast known a mother’s love. 
Most blessed mother of the earth,  Who gave our Lord and Savior birth: 
Today, with homage in each heart,  We pray Thee, graciously impart  

Thy boundless love and every good  Unto all loyal motherhood. 
 

God bless the kind and busy hands  Of faithful mothers in all lands; 
Keep Thou the lips pure, undefiled,  That form the language of a child. 

Guide mothers’ footsteps, for they show  The way that youthful feet will go. 
Teach mothers, may they seed from Thee  The wisdom given at their knee. 

 
Thank God for mothers, young and old,  Who live today within the fold; 

Who pattern, as in day of yore,  The godly mothers gone before, 
Whose hands repose, complete their task,  Thank for these; then, Lord, we ask, 
Bless mothers who for us still pray;  Thank God for them this Mother’s Day. 

 

 



Vacation Bible School 2011  
Included in this Shepherd’s Staff is an enrollment form for Christ 

Lutheran’s VBS . BIG JUNGLE ADVENTURE is the theme and will be held 

July 18-22, 2011.  Children 4 years old through 6
th

 grade are welcome.  We 

will explore Bible stories, make crafts, sing awesome songs and more. 

Under the direction of Deacon Buchholz, grades 5 and 6 go on 

field trips that correlate with the Bible lesson.  A permission 

slip for travel on these trips will be sent home for parents to 

sign in July.  One registration form is needed per child.   

Thank you for considering VBS for your child.  There are 

enrollment boxes and forms in the Commons area and in our Pre-K.  Please sign 

up early.  Registration forms are due on June 22.  No Late enrollments. 

 

 
Thank you! 

Many thanks for everyone who helped 
with the Spring Cleanup both inside 
and outside of our facility.  Many of 
you braved the cold, wet, muddy, and 
windy conditions and yet were able to 
get many things accomplished.  It was 
most appreciated.  D.J. Dammann, 
Grounds Director 

Thank you to our Altar Guild and 
Friends – Vonnie Niederwimmer, 
Marti Harrison, Pat Mitchell, Shirley 
Howard, Judy Gibson, Patty 
Heermann, Julie Ketelsen, Barb 
Chastain

 

50 Years – Pastor Emeritus R.R. Krueger 
As you may have heard, on the afternoon of June 26

th
, we will be celebrating the 50

th
 Anniversary of Pastor 

Krueger’s Ordination into the Office of the Holy Ministry with a pot-luck luncheon and program complete with 

music, stories, pictures, special guests and more! 

In preparation for this event, we are compiling a slide show of pictures, stories, memories and comments about 

how Pastor Krueger has touched the lives of our congregation throughout the years.  If you have pictures or 

comments you would like to pass along to congratulate or share your appreciation for Pastor, we’re inviting you 

to contribute to this special project!  Details on how to share are as follows: 
- Pictures: 

o If pictures are already in digital form, please send them to matt.e.lyons@gmail.com with any 

information you know about the photo (date/year, location, occasion, etc.) 

o If pictures are in physical form (i.e. on photo paper) please place them in an envelope with your name 

and any information you know about the photo (date/year, location, names, occasion/event, etc.).  

Please place the envelope either in the Fellowship mailbox by the pop machine or on Eunice’s desk in 

the church office.  Your pictures will be scanned in digitally and will be returned to you. 

- Stories / Memories / Comments: 

o Email matt.e.lyons@gmail.com OR leave them in the Fellowship mailbox or on Eunice’s desk.  Again, feel 

free to submit anonymously if you prefer. 

If you’re interested in helping put this event together, please let me know.  Feel free to contact Matt Lyons at 

matt.e.lyons@gmail.com or (816) 304-7023 with any questions. 
 

 

mailto:matt.e.lyons@gmail.com
mailto:matt.e.lyons@gmail.com
mailto:matt.e.lyons@gmail.com


 

Pre-K News 
Events for May         Topics 
2 & 3 - Onsite Fieldtrip, Storyteller      Summer time 
5 & 6 – Devotions        Mothers Day 
13 - Bubble Day         Fathers Day 
12 & 13 – Story time with Deacon      Sea Life 
17 & 18 – Field Day        Farm Animals 
23 – Graduation         Dinosaurs 
25 & 26 – Game Day 
 
Thank you to all the Parents and Grandparents who 
helped with class projects, cutting and parties. We really 
appreciate you! 
We are currently taking enrollment for the 2011 - 2012 
school year. For more information call Belinda Knopp. 
741-8031 
***************************************************************************** 

 
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   
It is hard to believe the 2010- 2011 school year is almost over. We have had a 

wonderful year under the theme of Our Times are in His Hands! We still have 

many fun and exciting things left to do before we dismiss for summer break, 

but the finish line for another year of Christian education at MLA is in sight. 

Some of those events are: 

• Thursday, May 19th at 7:00pm in the MLA gym is our Spring Extravaganza 

– our three choirs, our band and other musical offerings will be performed 

along with  student art work being displayed for all to enjoy. Please join us for 

this fine arts evening. 

• Saturday, May 21st at 8:30am at Hodge Park Golf Course is the 3rd Annual MLA Spring Golf Outing. 

All are invited to participate. You can get sign-up sheets on our website (www.martinllutheracademy.org). 

• Thursday, May 26th at 7:00pm in the MLA gym is our 8th Grade Graduation. You are invited to attend 

this event as we provide some final words of encouragement to our 8th graders as they prepare for high 

school. 

• Friday, May 27th is the last day of school with closing chapel, awards presentation, games, and a picnic. 

I would like to thank you for your support and generosity at our auction. We received many donations to 

help fund the overall mission and ministry of MLA. Some of those gifts given were used to pay for our new 

gym floor and volleyball equipment. Thank you all for your kindness and support. 

Enrollment for the 2011-12 school year is in progress. If you or someone you know would like to take 

advantage of a Christian education, check out our website or give me a call to set up a time to meet. 

Continue to pray for MLA as we seek to do the work of the Lord as we train children in the way they 

should go. 

Yours in Christ, 

Principal Rick Schneider 

816.734.1060 X104; rick.schneider@martinlutheracademy.org; www.martinlutheracademy.org 
 

 

mailto:rick.schneider@martinlutheracademy.org
http://www.martinlutheracademy.org/


So, what’s your excuse? 
(The following was published in the Branson Daily Independent on April 10, 2011.) 

My friends of ages past, Dad Speer and the Speer Family, sang a song titled “Unworthy.” 

It‟s a beautiful song that states how the Master still loves us and can use us in His work even 

though as humans we‟re so imperfect and so fallible. 

So many times we limit ourselves because we feel unworthy, so we turn down that job as Sunday 

School teacher or church officer.  But the next time that you feel like God can‟t use you because 

of your imperfections, think on these things. 

Abraham was too old…Isaac was a daydreamer…Jacob was a liar…Leah was unattractive… 

Joseph was abused…Moses had a stuttering problem…Gideon was afraid…Samson had long 

hair and had girl problems…Rahab was a prostitute…Jeremiah and Timothy were too young… 

David had an affair with a married woman…Elijah was suicidal…Jonah ran from God…Naomi 

was a widow…Job went bankrupt…John the Baptist ate bugs…Peter denied even knowing 

Christ…the Disciples fell asleep while praying…Martha worried about everything…the 

Samaritan woman was divorced several times…Zaccheus was too small…Timothy had an 

ulcer…AND, Lazarus was dead!   

Well, there goes your excuses.  Now what „chu gonna do? 

God grant me the Serenity to accept people I cannot change, the Courage to change the one I 

can and the Wisdom to know it‟s me. 

 

     THRIVENT CHOICE 
Even though the Thrivent Choice program has been 
in place for less than one year, Christ Lutheran has 
already received $ 2,184.00…thanks to people who 
have chosen to designate our congregation as a 
recipient.  (Of that amount, $ 1,393.00 has been 
sent to our congregation just since January 1, 2011 ).  
At present, 14 people have chosen to designate 
Christ Lutheran Church as their selection to receive 
these set-aside funds.  THANK YOU! 
 
The actual “formula” as to how much money our 
congregation can receive when someone 
designates their Choice Dollars is fairly complicated 
and hard to explain in this brief column.  That 
information can be found on the Thrivent website 
at www.thrivent.com.   (Much of the available 
funding that you may be able to generate is based 
on how much Thrivent product you have). 
 
It is on that very website that you may follow 
prompts that will lead you to participate in this 
program. Go to www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice. 
 

On April 14, the Board of Directors of Christ 
Lutheran Church voted to forward Thrivent Choice 
receipts to our very own Christ Lutheran Pre-K.  
This “forwarding of Thrivent Choice dollars” will be 
reviewed annually. 
 
This decision by our Board of Directors will provide 
a third-source of funding that we have never had 
before.  What a blessing Thrivent Choice dollars 
will be to the ministry of our congregation’s Pre-K! 
 
If you own Thrivent products and are over 16 years 
of age, please consider designating Christ Lutheran 
Church as the recipient of your share of these 
available funds.  About 100 million dollars was 
distributed last year by Thrivent to congregations, 
communities, and individuals in need.   
 
You may feel free to contact Deacon if you are 
unable to navigate through the Thrivent website, 
or simply want more information about this new 
program.    

 

 

http://www.thrivent.com/
http://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice


The following articles are taken from the April/June 2011 newsletter of the National Evangelical 
Lutheran Conference. 
 

Keep Working and Leave the Worrying to God 
H.C. Schwan “Are the Best Years of the Synod Behind Us”  1862 
“We are not builders or master builders, but only servants and workers.  It is not ours but our God 
and Savior’s own work that is carried out among us.  If it stand, it stands for Him.  If it fails, it fails 
for Him.  If it stands, the gates of hell shall not overcome it (Mt. 16:18).  Should it fail, we will not 
be able to preserve it.  All our racing and running, all our concern and worrying will not change a 
thing.  Therefore we cast all our cares upon Him (1 Pt. 5:7).  Care and worry is His affair, Our 
matter is that we, as faithful servants, each do and perform his mandated office and work so long 
as it is day.  So let us have courage to continue to build, and to be faithful to see to it that we 
remain on the one foundation that is laid (1 Cor. 3:11-14), that we build according to the rule and 
measure that once was given to the saints, and hold before our eyes the goal that this heavenly 
vocation in Christ places before us.  Let us continue to gather together one congregation after 
another, to found one school after another, to prepare preachers and teachers.  Not that we make 
a name for ourselves, but that His name be hallowed; not that our kingdom grow, but that His 
kingdom come; not that our plans be carried out, but that His will be done; not that everyone 
should please us, but that we, as God wills, direct all the world to their Lord and Savior, that by all 
means, some might be saved.  If we build on the foundation (which is Christ) and have only that 
goal before our eyes, then let the passing rain (Platzregen) fall, let the water rise, and let the wind 
blow against the house.  Let everything that man can bring come against the house!  “There is a 
river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High.  God is in the 
midst of her; she shall not be moved…The Lord of hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our fortress” 
(Ps. 46:4-5, 7).  Amen.” 
 

Wrong and Nothing New 
From Christian News by Dr. Scott Murray 
Every few years the “drive-by” media takes a “pot shot” at orthodox Christianity, by highlighting 
the work of some so-called Christian theologian who has suddenly discovered that Jesus is not 
God.  The report of this “discovery” implies that the divinity of Jesus of Nazareth was a pious 
fiction intended to limit human freedom.  For if there is a God who becomes incarnate and offers 
His sinless life for the world in a gruesome death on the cross, then such a God is surely a spoil-
sport and oppressor of human aspiration. 
This modern “discovery” of a mere humanity of Jesus of Nazareth is visible on the face of it.  It is 
only accepted by those who, through their ignorance of the facts of the matter, are duped into 
believing that this is some fabulous new discovery.  It is a shame that our Christian folk, who are 
among those being duped, do not know the most basic church history, for they would be able to 
laugh at these claims and give them the short shrift they deserve. 
The claim that Jesus of Nazareth was not fully divine was a claim decisively made already in the 
early fourth century A.D. when the Christian deacon Arius of Alexandria began to teach that Christ 
was a mere creature who had come into existence by the creation of God in time.  Arius intended 
to rescue the Godhead from contamination by way of change through making the claim that Jesus 
was not fully divine.  This was a laudable goal.  God is changeless.  If Jesus changes He cannot be 
God.  The problem here was the Arius ignored the divine revelation that Christ had no beginning 
to His divinity, but that according to his humanity He was born in time of the Virgin Mary.  He was 
both changeless God of God and changeable man born of Mary.  How is this possible?  There is the 
“how?” question again.  God takes care of “how” we confess the “what.”  Here we see Augustine 
once again responding to the claims of Arius one hundred years later in the early 5th century 
because of good lie is always being resurrected just as it still is today.  The claim the Jesus is not 
God is nothing new!  That this claim is wrong is also nothing new. 
 
 



Notes on the Liturgy #7 – Salutation 
Before the Collect of the Day and also at the Preface, Pastor and 
people speak the words, “The Lord be with you.  And with thy spirit.” 
Similar expressions are found in the Bible at several places (Ruth 2:4, 
Judges 6:12; Lk 1:28, II Thess 3:16). “The concept is still common in 
the Mideast’s use of shalom/Salaam (‘peace’ — with ‘of the Lord, be 
with you’ understood).” ( “Meaningful Worship” CPH) Pastor and 
people bless each other and so it is a sign of the bond of love in Jesus 
that should reside among God’s people (Jn 15:17). We do not seek to 
harm each other, but we seek to bless each other.  
It is worth noting that the salutation comes before sacramental 
elements in the service–before the Bible readings and before 
Communion. This is intentional. Pastor and people bless each other 
and the blessings are received through the faith filled hearing of the 
Word and reception of the Lord’s Supper.  
The pastor extends his hands when he speaks, and receiving the 
blessing he may fold them together and slightly bow his head. In reference to this practice it has been 
said, “The extending of hands (by pastor) expresses the ardent longing and the earnest desire that the 
blessing he invokes may be bestowed.”  (Lutheran Liturgy by L. Reed) 
 

Notes on the Liturgy #8 — Collect  
The Collect is a prayer that often focuses on the content of the 
Gospel or Epistle reading. It is part of the propers of the day (we 
print the propers of the day in the bulletin each Sunday).  Since it is 
a “proper” it means it changes from Sunday to Sunday just like the 
Introit. The prayer is “proper” for a particular Sunday. Thus, it aids 
in the unity of thought in the service. MOST IMPORTANTLY, like all 
other liturgical elements, the Collect serves the Gospel and glorifies 
the Lord by focusing our faith outwardly on the presence and 
promises of God! This is a great strength of liturgical worship over 
against emotion based, charismatic style praise services that often 
focuses one inward. If emotion become too much a focus, it 
obscures what God has said and done for us. 
The Collect is somewhat poetic and reverent in nature. It is not 
written/spoken in a free, extemporaneous style. Yet, we should 
never fall into the mistaken notion that written prayers are not 
spiritual. On the contrary, a written prayer is well thought out 
reflection of the God of order. It has been said of the Collect, “Their 

humility of spirit is balanced by certainty of faith, and their brevity of form by breadth of thought.” (L. 
Reed, The Lutheran Liturgy) Both written and extemporaneous prayers have a place among God’s people 
as long as the prayer is truly spiritual in the thought it conveys and in the heart of faith that prays it. 
The Collect will often follow this five part pattern. The example comes from pg 52 of Lutheran Worship: 

1. God is addressed. Typically it is the Father, but prayers addressed to the Son and Holy Spirit are 
also used when it is appropriate (e.g. “Almighty God, merciful Father”)  

2. The basis of the prayer is given (e.g. “since you have awakened from death the Shepherd of 
your sheep”)  

3. The request is given (e.g. “grant us your Spirit that we may know the voice of our Shepherd”)  
4. The purpose or benefit of the prayer (e.g. “that sin and death may never pluck us out of your 

hand”)  
5. The ending which is a doxology and serves to clarify once again that we are praying to the one 

and only Triune God (e.g. “through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.”) 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ruth%202.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Judges%206.12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lk%201.28
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/II%20Thess%203.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jn%2015.17

