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 They say that life is cyclical.  You come into this world needing to be fed, bathed, clothed and 

changed.  And then, near our life’s end, we need to be fed, bathed, clothed and changed.  Not only is 

this the case with life, it’s the case with the stuff we have in life as well.  For example, when our boys 

were really young, the words, “mine, mine” could be heard in our house all the time.  Now that the 

boys are a little older, nothings seems to belong to them.  Take your dishes up to the kitchen.  That’s 

not mine that belongs to Jacob.  Put your stuff away.  That’s not mine, that’s Benjamin’s.  Whose is it?  

It’s funny how when responsibility comes with what we have, the tables turn and now, all of a sudden, 

it belongs to someone else. 

 This is not only the case with kids.  Adults do this too.  For example, we see people fight all of 

the time over what belongs to them or what doesn’t belong to them.  One person will take what doesn’t 

belong to him and claim it to be his very own the whole time.  Siblings take each other to court over 

property left by their parents.  Adults will fail to take responsibility when something bad happens 

always blaming it on the other guy.  Whose responsibility is it?  Whose stuff is it?  Such bickering over 

“stuff” never seems to end – from the beginning of life to the end. 

 Even so with the precious gift of life given by our Lord… whose is it?  Is it “mine” or is it 

“His”?  As Jesus is preaching the Sermon on the Mount to His disciples, He calls this gift of life, 

“righteousness.”  He says right at the beginning of the sermon, “Blessed are those who hunger and 

thirst, for righteousness, for they will be filled.”  It’s clear that Jesus is saying righteousness will be 

given to those who hunger and thirst.  In order for something to be given to any of us, it had to first 

belong to the giver – that’s the Lord.  Whose is it?  It, namely the righteousness we have, belongs to 

the Lord. 

 Yes, it’s true, righteousness is mine…righteousness is yours.  But we say that it belongs to the 

Lord because that is where it comes from.  If you are righteous, you are righteous by virtue of the 

Lord.  You are not righteous in and of yourself.  Whose righteousness is it?  It’s the Lord’s 

righteousness.  And the Lord’s righteousness looks very different than self-righteousness.  In the text 

for today, Jesus says that “unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers 

of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”  So, whose righteousness does Jesus 

say we need? 

 Well, we know this: we need righteousness that at least surpasses that of the Pharisees and the 

teachers of the law.  And believe you me, that is a tall order…according to those Jesus was preaching 

to that day.  Why?  No one was more righteous than the Pharisees and the teachers of the law.  How 

will the disciples be more righteous than them?  Well, it all comes down to this question about 

righteousness we have been asking: whose righteousness is it? 

 From the very beginning the question of who creates and possess righteousness has been 

misunderstood and misplaced.  In the Garden, Adam and Eve desired to posses God’s righteousness by 

their own means.  They fell for Satan’s nasty trick by believing that they could see the things God can 

only see if they would just take that fruit and eat it.  Satan’s trick fooled Adam and Eve into believing 

they could be self-righteous – righteous apart from God.  The same thing happened to those at the 

tower of Babel who believed they could build a structure big enough to reach to the heavens.  They 

believed they could make a name for themselves – that they could be righteous by what they did.   

What about Aaron building a false god out of gold jewelry because the people were afraid Moses and 

God wouldn’t return?  Even Moses himself with the children of Israel would not see the Holy Land 

because, as the Lord said, “you disobeyed me and tested me ten times – not one of you will ever see the 



land I promised.”  This lack of trust in the Lord results in a “self-reliance” a “self-righteousness” even 

when the Lord promises to take care. 

 And that’s just within the first five books of the Bible.  We need not have to go too far to see 

other examples.  Many of those other examples mirror our own lives as well.  Going back to the cycle 

of life… remember our children… or remember your children saying, “Look what I can do...” and then 

showing you a cute little trick.  As we get older those cute tricks turn into self-promoting, self-

righteous showboating.  “Look what I did,” while never thinking about the person who simply “can’t” 

and yet is still as righteous.  Look how much I made,” while never thinking about the man or woman 

who made very little and is yet righteous.  Look at what I have done for my children, my husband my 

wife.  Look at how I helped the company.  Look at the happy life I have created for myself.  Look at 

the all the special things I did for people less fortunate than me.  Look at how I grew the church,” 

while never considering how so many may not be capable, may not be as fortunate, and yet so very 

“righteous” in the sight of God. 

 Beloved in the Lord, “Unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the 

teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”  All those, “Look at what I 

can dos,” and “Look at what I have done,” is exactly what Jesus is talking about right here.  The 

Pharisees were righteous in and of themselves.  “Look at me,” is what they would say.  So Jesus, with 

His words of law in the Sermon on the Mount would ask, “So, whose righteousness is it?  Is it yours or 

is it mine?” 

 Of course the Savior is talking about the righteousness that only belongs to the Lord that is 

gifted to you by grace through faith.  We cannot be self-righteous and have salvation.  There is no way 

we can be righteous enough in ourselves.  Jesus goes on to show how easy it is to breathe out murder 

even if you have never shed blood.  He says, “…anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.  But 

I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment.”  Self-righteousness 

cannot satisfy such things.  Only one kind of righteousness can.  Whose righteousness?  The Lord’s. 

 Here’s how we can tell it’s the Lord’s.  It was His when He made it.  It was His when He made 

you.  It was His as He led His children out of Egypt and it was His when He gave His children the 

Promise Land.  It was His when the promise came through the lips of the His prophets and it was His 

when the Lord was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  It was His when He 

stood before the Pharisees and Pilate and all those who disbelieved and it was His while He carried that 

cross to the top of Calvary.  That Righteousness of God was literally spilling out of God in the flesh, 

Jesus the Savior, on the cross.  That Righteousness was His in death and now belongs to you in life.  

That righteousness belongs to the Lord, is gifted to you, and now belongs to you.  Don’t forget where it 

comes from.  It’s yours, but it’s not from you.  It’s His – from Him only. 

 The righteousness of God is yours – right there from the altar this morning.  It was poured out 

to you.  Right there from the font given to Lucy Jane this morning.  That’s how the Lord does it and 

that is why He says what He says in His sermon to His disciples – I have come to fulfill the law – Your 

righteousness must be greater than that of the Pharisees.  How can it be?  This way only: by calling 

that righteousness, the Lord’s righteousness. 

 In life’s beginning, there is righteousness – God’s righteousness.  In life’s end –thank God – 

there is God’s righteousness.  It’s God’s.  Live and act like it belongs to Him.  To Him be the glory, the 

honor, the praise, for the life He gives.  It’s mine.  It’s yours.  It’s the Lord’s for you.  Amen. 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

  


