
Pastor T.C. Arnold 

The Resurrection of our Lord 

Mark 16:1-8 

April 24
th

, 2011 

 

 With all that took place on Friday, Good Friday, there just wasn’t enough time.  Joseph of 

Arimathea and Nicodemus got to Him first.  Joseph talked to Pilate, asked for the body of Jesus, 

got Him down off that cross, wrapped Him in a linen cloth and placed Him into a brand new 

tomb hewed from the rock for burial. 

 There just wasn’t enough time.  The Sabbath had intervened.  And during the Sabbath 

time the law dictated that dead bodies are not to be touched and all the focus of the people is to 

be on the Sabbath Celebration as a community of believers. 

 There just wasn’t enough time – for Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and 

Salome to bring spices and anoint the body of Jesus in the proper ceremonial way.  But now that 

the Sabbath day had passed, they set out as early as possible, to do what they wished they could 

have done much earlier. 

 They were worried about one thing.  Tombs had no doors.  They have an entrance, but no 

door.  And, in front of this big entrance, was a large circular stone as big as a cart wheel, maybe 

even bigger, notched into a groove that ran along the entrance.  The women knew that it was 

quite beyond their strength to roll it away.  But they didn’t have worry about that for very long. 

 They looked up and it was already rolled away.  Inside was a “young man” – an angel 

that gave them the best news of their life – or for anyone’s life for that matter.  Jesus is alive.  

“He has risen, He is not here.  See the place where they laid Him.” 

 That day the women came to pay their last tribute to a dead body.   For the disciples, 

everything seemed to end tragically.  But their despair would only last a short time – a very short 

time.  You see when we are left lamenting over the distress of this life, when we are left 

pondering the things that could have been, when we are left in our own despair thinking to 

ourselves, “I should have been doing this,” or “I should have done that instead,”  our God is at 

work. 

 Our Lord God – Jesus the Savior – was at work when He was hanging from that tree on 

Good Friday.   His disciples didn’t see it that way.  They thought it was the beginning of the very 

end.  In reality, because Jesus was at work, it was just the beginning of the beginning.  When 

Jesus said, “It is finished,” the disciples and all the people thought, “yes it most definitely is.”  

He is dying and all the words and work has come to an end.  When Jesus “gave up His Spirit,” 

the end had come for sure, and there is nothing more to be done – nothing more to be said.  But 

Jesus the Lord was not finished.  He descended into Hell to show the devil that he had not won – 

that this was the beginning of victory for the faithful.  Our idea of the end in our fears and 

discouragements are not the end.  There’s more. 

 The more for us on this Easter morning is the empty tomb.  “He has risen, He is not here.  

See the place where they laid Him…”  The more for us is that there is no need to go to the tomb, 

worry about the stone in front of the opening, and to anoint the body of Jesus.  The more for us 

is that Jesus has anointed you with His blood of life.  The more for us is that it didn’t end 

tragically but rather everything from the time Jesus was born to this very day had a purpose.  

The more for us is “He IS Risen” and the beginning for you has begun when we, all along, 

thought it was the end.  The more saves us!! 

 Beloved in the Lord, this “more” of Jesus, who is risen from the dead, is not just for 

today.  It’s not for just this Sunday.  It’s for everyday of your life – it’s for every opportunity we 

have to be fed by His life lived in Him and with Him.  This more is very personal and this is 

where you meet Him.  This is where you receive Him. 



 Jesus is not a figure in a book.  He is more.  He is a living presence.  We don’t just study 

the story of Jesus as we study the life of a historical figure.  Perhaps this is a part of our life with 

Him, but it’s the more.  The more is personal as our Jesus calls you by name and makes you His 

very own.  He is with you, not as a character in story but with you today and everyday. 

 Jesus is not a memory.  He is more.  He is a living presence.  The dearest memory fades.  

The ancient Greeks had a saying that described time.  They would say, “Time which wipes all 

things out.”  Long since, time would have wiped out the memory of Jesus unless He has been 

alive – a living presence – risen from the dead. 

 Jesus is not someone we discuss, He is someone we meet.  That means the Christian life 

is not one that knows “about” Jesus.  The Christian knows Jesus.  There is a difference.  For 

example, you know about the president of the United States and you know about your favorite 

ball player or actor.  I would assume that you really don’t know them.  The greatest scholar in 

the world may know everything about Jesus.  But that scholar has much less than the humble, 

simple Christian who knows the Savior everyday. 

 Beloved, there is an endless quality about the Christian faith.  It never stands still and it 

never ends with Easter.  Today is your beginning.  He IS Risen, Indeed.  “Go,” said the angel.  

“Go tell the Disciples and Peter.”  It must have cheered the heart of “disloyal” Peter to know that 

Jesus rose for Him as well.  That exclamation means that the resurrection is for you and me as 

well.  Jesus has a special message for Peter.  Jesus has a special message for us.  I have started 

this all for you.  I have come to be with you so that you might know me.  What an endless 

blessing that is.  Thanks be to God. 

 We enjoy the presence of Jesus and He is “the more” for us.  Mary and Mary were 

overjoyed to know that Jesus is alive.  The Disciples as well.  We are included in this great joy 

today because our Savior is not dead – not just someone we remember or someone we know 

about.  Rather, He is our brother, our Lord, and our Savior.  May the Lord richly bless you and 

preserve you from this time forth and even for ever more.  Amen. 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.  Amen.   


