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 Crowds – a gathering of all sorts of different people usually with all sorts of different 

opinions.  If you have ever been to a sporting event (whether a child’s “peewee” event or a 

professional event) there are people gathered in the crowd rooting for different teams or 

individuals.  They are rooting for different outcomes.  If you have ever been to a rally or a march 

for a particular political or social issue (say, for example, at the capital for your state or nation), 

everyone in your crowd may have the same view on that particular issue.  But then there is 

usually another group, marching or protesting, for the very opposite of what your group believes 

in.  One thing is for sure, there will be different people and different opinions within each crowd 

that gathers. 

 The same is true for the crowds that gathered around Jesus.  Some in the midst of the 

crowds were openly hostile toward Jesus.  Some were staunch supporters of the Savior and loved 

to see Him in action – both to help the people He was helping and also to prove a point to all 

those who still didn’t believe.  Then, there was another group of people.  They were people who 

were generally neutral during His journey toward Jerusalem.  They didn’t seem to care one way 

or another.  Maybe they just wanted to see what was going on.  They were there for the show.  

Jesus gives a warning to all those who were neutral, though.  There is more to say about this 

warning later.  But first, we should look at two challenges set before the Savior Jesus in the 

Gospel text for today. 

 The first challenge to Jesus concerns whether His ability to cast out demons is from God 

or Beelzebul, the prince of demons.  Jesus answers this question with a logical response.  

Kingdoms do not stand when they are divided, says Jesus.  A house divided against itself will 

fall, says Jesus.  If I were from Satan, then why would I be conquering Satan by casting him out?  

Why would I be defeating him if I was from him, says Jesus?  “If Satan is divided up against 

himself, how will his kingdom stand?”  The answer is; it cannot.  This is the challenge given to 

Jesus.  Jesus meets and defeats the challenge. 

 With these words, we are also challenged.  The choice here is clearly between Satan and 

God.  Jesus challenges His accusers to think about their own relationship between the kingdom 

of Satan and the kingdom of God.  Will some accuse the Church of having ulterior motives when 

it comes to what we hope to accomplish in this place?  Will some accuse you of having self-

promoting desires in mind with your work in the Church?  Some will.  They don’t understand 

and they don’t want to understand.  And, it is unfortunate, that some do use the Church for self 

promotion.  Some churches do use the ministry of the Gospel as a means for some sort of greater 

good that has nothing to do with the Kingdom of God – but rather how they look in the eyes of 

others.  This is unfortunate – but we sinners at times act like sinners. 

 The point of Jesus’ response is clear: the kingdom has arrived in Him.  He is the one that 

is greater than Satan.  He casts out Satan.  Some individuals shut out Christ, and some houses of 

worship use misguided principals to pack the Church.   In turn, some come to Church because it 

might benefit their pocket book – and they care nothing about what is spoken or – worse yet – 

what is given. 

 The second challenge set before the Savior Jesus Christ was the demand for a sign from 

Jesus.  This is ironic, because the casting out of a demon from a deaf-mute is an unmistakably 

clear sign that Jesus is the final, eschatological (from the beginning to the end of days) prophet 

greater than Moses.  The crowds must have sensed that Jesus could be this great prophet, since 

“the crowds were pressing together” around him.  But still, some were for Him, some were 



against Him and still some were neutral.    He had a stern warning for those who were against 

Him: if they seek a sign, they already show themselves to be an “evil generation.”  We know 

these to be unbelievers.  We would never put ourselves in this category.  We are the believers.  

We might not do all we should be doing for the Kingdom of God, but we are the believers.  

Beloved in the Lord, let us be careful, as God’s precious children, not to stand idle, not to be an 

indifferent bystander, and not to “just keep quiet” about this grand gift of Jesus.  Let us not be 

the indifferent ones in the crowd.  Here’s why… 

He says in Luke 11:23, “whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not 

gather with me, scatters.”  Jesus says, “You can’t be neutral.  Silence speaks louder than words.  

Our passivity might as well be words spoken against.  Allowing all that is evil to go on without 

saying a word is as bad as speaking words contrary to the truth.  If you are not gathering… you 

are scattering – says Jesus in the text.  That is a convicting statement.  It convicts all of us in one 

way or another.  How many times have we acted “indifferent” to what is going on in the world?  

How many times have we stood idle while the world is going to hell and thinking the whole 

time, “Someone really should do something!  Not me – I mean someone else – someone stronger 

than me.”  That’s a convenient excuse. 

This past Wednesday at our Midweek Lenten Service, the focus of the life of Christ – the 

second article – brought us to the Garden of Gethsemane.  Jesus asked the Heavenly Father in 

deep prayer, “Lord, may there be another way… may this cup pass from me… but not my will, 

your will.”  The Heavenly Father was silent.  The Father seemed indifferent.  He was not.  The 

silence was the Father’s answer to the Son.  You must go to Calvary.  You must die for the sins 

of the whole world.  

Unfortunately sometimes our silence speaks louder than words.  Our silence can be taken 

for allowance of an untruth to occur and then in turn be considered “a truth” all along.  The Lord 

would have for us to reap with Him and to sow with Him.  The Lord would have us to stand up 

with Him and stand against the lies of this world.  The Lord would have us testify that this Jesus 

who meets the challenges posed to Him really is who He says He is … The Savior of the world. 

And so, I pray that the crowds gather.  That they will gather during this Season of Lent 

and during Holy Week and at the Resurrection of the Lord.  I pray the crowds will gather… not 

with indifference, but with clear conviction that our Lord came to save us and that’s how much 

He loves us.  I pray that the crowds will gather here, not because we are giving away a cash 

attendance prize, but because Jesus has done it all for them… and they receive this precious gift 

of strength of life so they can be about each of their days until heaven comes. 

Gather the crowds of all sorts of different people.  Gather them around the saving work of 

Jesus.  He is far greater, far superior than Satan.  He gives life in the Lord’s name, not in the 

false hope of lies that come from the Devil.  He, our Jesus, is from the Lord.  He IS the Lord of 

all.  The crowds gather to see Him.  He has given His life for them – for you.  In this House of 

Christ, Jesus is NOT divided.  This House stands on blood.  This House, the Savior’s House, 

stands on the resurrection.  This House stands on life.  Amen. 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

 

 

  

  


