
 

 THE  SHEPHERD’S  STAFF                         July 2013 
 
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 www.christlc.net 

 
Platte Woods, Missouri 

Volume 56, Number 7 

 

How the Church Grows... 
Back on Sunday, June 16th something unique happened at Christ Lutheran.  We had the 
opportunity to confirm five new adult members into the Lutheran faith as they became 
communicant members of our/HIS parish-family.  While receiving new communicant 
members into the church is very special, that, of course, is not the unique part.  It so 
happened that three of those five adults also received the blessing of Holy Baptism.  Along 
with those three adult baptisms, four children were baptized as well.  That’s right, seven 
baptisms on one Sunday at one Service.  How unique… and special!! 
Now, I know I could boast.  I know I could walk around and show everyone, including God, 
what great work I am doing for the Kingdom.  I know I could puff up my chest and feel proud 
of my accomplishments (all the while ignoring my shortcomings and mistakes).  I could… but 
that would be wrong.  Why would it be wrong?  Well, for one, we certainly don’t need such 
displays of self-pride.  Secondly, and most importantly, I had nothing to do with God growing 
His church on June 16th – or – any other day for that matter.  God grows the church and He 
does so by the work of the Holy Spirit pressed upon the hearts and lives of His precious 
children. 
God grows the church.  And THANK GOD that’s so.  Sure, He uses you and me to do His 
work, to share His Word, to invite, to show compassion along with a word of Christian 
encouragement when appropriate.  However, when it comes to growing the flock of Christ, 
we say that it was none other than God Himself who made it happen.  He gets the credit.  
He does the work of conversion.  He grows the church! 
Take into consideration the short parable spoken by Jesus found only in Mark’s Gospel 
called The Parable of the Growing Seed: “This is what the kingdom of God is like.  A man 
scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts 
and grows, though he does not know how.  All by itself the soil produces grain – first the 
stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head.  As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts 
the sickle to it, because the harvest has come” (Mk. 4:26-29). 
In the “more familiar” Parable of the Seed and the Soil, Jesus stresses the importance of 
proper soil for growth of the seed and the success of the harvest.  But in this parable the 
emphasis is on the mysterious power of the seed itself.  The Gospel message contains its 
own power.  The seed is undoubtedly the Word of God and Jesus depicts quite clearly that 
the life for the sake of the church is in the seed. 
What a wonderful thing seed is!!  While man might throw the seed to the earth, and that is 
all he can do; the seed itself does all the rest.  The man did not grow the seed into grain 
with stalks and heads; the Lord did that.  It’s His seed.  It’s His Gospel.  When the church 
grows, the Lord makes it happen by the work of the Holy Spirit. 
We are blessed to have our new members join us at Christ Lutheran.  See who our new 
members are inside this issue of The Shepherd’s Staff.  Welcome them and introduce 
yourself when you see them at Divine Service.  The Lord, not Arnold, Froiland or anyone 
else for that matter, grows His church.  Thank God, God grows His church. 
In Christ’s Service, 

 
Pastor Arnold 



Noah’s Ark and the Church: Your Place of Refuge 
“And God said to Noah … ‘Make yourself an ark …’” (Gen. 6).  In many ways, Noah’s ark is a picture of the 

Holy Christian church.  Yes, the church has sometimes been defined using nautical terms and for good reason: 
Her Captain, the Lord Jesus, steers the way (see Mark 4:35-41).  It’s little wonder why the large space in 
physical church buildings is called the “nave,” just as in a ship.  Some churches have even been architecturally 
designed so that the ceiling looks like the inside of the great wooden ship, except flipped upside-down. 

 
An early church father named St. Augustine said, “[Noah’s Ark] is, without a doubt, a figure of the city 

of God on a pilgrimage in this world; that is, it is a figure of the church, which is saved by the wood on which 
hung the Mediator of God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” (City of God, 15:26)  Certainly, various parts of this 
comparison can be established: 

 
(1) As all people who stayed outside the ark perished in the flood, and only those who had entered 

the ark by Divine mercy were saved, so also only in the church can we be preserved against the 
flood of Divine wrath, and outside the church is nothing but death and destruction.  Another 
church father, Gregory Nazianzen said, “I am searching for Noah’s ark to escape a terrible fate.” 
 

(2) As God Himself prescribed to Noah the shape and material of the ark, so God is the “designer 
and builder” of His house, which is the church (Heb. 11:10).  Ministers of the church, as the 
spiritual architects of this ark, should follow the norm of the Word Divinely prescribed to them.            

 

(3) As Noah’s ark was imperiled and afflicted on all sides and from every direction—by the rains 
above, the floods below, and the winds and waves at its sides—so the church in this life is 
assaulted by the floods of persecutions.  But God Himself was the great pilot who directed 
Noah’s ark in the midst of the floods.  So God directs, protects, and preserves the church in these 
great floods of persecution. 

 

(4) “… The waters increased and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the earth.” (Gen. 7:17)  So also in 
persecutions the church is not only preserved, but it also grows. 

 

(5) The ark used neither oars nor sails, nor was it steered with a rudder, yet it escaped unharmed.  
In the same way the church relies on no human protection, wisdom, power, wealth, etc., yet by 
God’s governing and defense it escapes safely to the harbor of salvation. 

 

(6) As clean and unclean animals were taken into the ark, so Jews and Gentiles are taken into the 
church militant, just as Peter’s vision of the animals of every kind (Acts 10:12).  The unclean 
animals can also be understood as hypocrites who mingle in the external assembly of the visible 
church. 

 

(7) Just as the ark had a door in its side (Gen. 6:16), so Christ is the Door of the church (John 10:7) 
through which we enter the church militant and triumphant.  We go by this Door when we are 
incorporated into the church through the sacrament of Baptism.  St. Augustine said, “No one 
goes into the Church except through the sacrament of the remission of sins.  This flowed from 
Christ’s opened side.” (Against Faustas, 12:16) 

 

So the when the trials and sufferings of life appear to have the upper hand, flee to the one place that is your 
refuge, your ark, your church.  You’ll find herein safety and protection through your struggles.    

               
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

2013 VACATION 
BIBLE  SCHOOL 

 

July 8-12 
Deacon’s Class (Grade 5 and Up) 

July   8    Mt. Sinai – Renner Brenner Park 
July   9    Mt. Carmel – Kauffman Stadium 
July 10    Mt. of Transfiguration – Burr Oak  
July 11    Mt. Calvary/Golgotha – Farley Cemetery 
July 12    Mt. of Great Commission – Zona Rosa 
 

Special Permission Slip Required! 

 

SR-LYF/JR-LYF/Kids For Christ  
          Grades 9-12            Grades 6-8                     Grades 1-5      

HEIT’S POINT 
SUMMER CAMPS 

 

Heit’s Point Summer Camps have begun!  Four 
youth of our parish are presently “enrolled” for the 
summer.  Please contact Heit’s Point directly if you 
are still interested in participating this summer.   
We pray for the following youth and their 
participation: 
 

Julia Almstedt     July   7-12 Horse Camp  
Joey Ferguson     July   7-12   Extreme Exploring 
Avery Penn       July 14-17 Mini-Quest 
Sarah Vincenti     July 14-19    Horse Camp 
Joey Ferguson  July 28-Aug 3 Sports Camp 
 

Heit’s Point Lutheran Camp:  660-668-2363 
 

 

  

San Antonio, Texas 
Please keep the following in your prayers as they 
participate in the National Lutheran Youth 
Gathering, June 29 – July 6: 

Janessa Almstedt     Genesis Herring 
Mark Buchholz              Sarah Nelson 
Olivia Daley            Rachel Pfleiderer 
Casey Eberth                 Mariah Pride 
Blake Faller                       Trent Pride 
Emma Gaiser              Gabbie Ramos 
Otto Gaiser                Maddie Ramos 
Hank Graves                     Kate Smith 
Katie Graves              Morgan Smith 
Austin Hall                        Erika Stark 
Caroline Heiss      Shannon Thomas 
Kayla Henrichs           Jordan Trager 
Rachel Henrichs            Noah Werts 

 
Rachel Buchholz          Susan Gaiser       
Jason Pride                     John Ramos      
Kevin Smith               Shannon Stark 

Deacon Buchholz 

 

Summer Bible Study 
Opportunities 

 

Sunday         9:30 AM      Adult Bible Class 
Ephphatha Room 

 

Sunday         9:30 AM      PK – 12 Sunday School 
Various Classrooms 

 

Tuesday     10:30 AM     Adult Bible Class 
Walther Room 

 

Friday           6:00 AM      Men’s Bible Study 
Fellowship Commons 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoV0FWYpRsFIAYOyJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=vbs+go+tell+it+on+the+mountain&ei=UTF-8&fr=yfp-t-900-s&tab=organic&ri=1&w=540&h=294&imgurl=www.nestlearning.com/images/landing/2013_tellitonthemountainvbs_logo.jpg&rurl=http://www.nestlearning.com/tell-it-on-the-mountain-vbs_s4263.aspx&size=52.3KB&name=%3cb%3eGo%3c/b%3e,+%3cb%3etell+it+on+the+mountain%3c/b%3e,+over+%3cb%3ethe+%3c/b%3ehill+and+everywhere.+%3cb%3eGo%3c/b%3e,+%3cb%3etell+%3c/b%3e...&p=vbs+go+tell+it+on+the+mountain&oid=13982b56f290aff24d10258ee8f65724&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-900-s&tt=%3cb%3eGo%3c/b%3e,+%3cb%3etell+it+on+the+mountain%3c/b%3e,+over+%3cb%3ethe+%3c/b%3ehill+and+everywhere.+%3cb%3eGo%3c/b%3e,+%3cb%3etell+%3c/b%3e...&b=0&ni=21&no=1&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=122f91sl4&sigb=13m99g1af&sigi=128kic8a2&.crumb=A1UAEtxUhyq&fr=yfp-t-900-s


Summer Hymn-Sing Sundays 

On the first Sunday in July and the second Sunday in August 

we will have a Hymn-Sing at the beginning of both the 8 

A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Services.  We will begin five minutes 

before the Service and sing some of your favorite hymn 

selections from Lutheran Service Book.  So, come to the 

hymn-sing with your favorite hymn number in mind and we 

will sing some of our/your most beloved hymns. 
 

 

Discipleship Data 
Accessions 

Ashley Aguilar (baptized and confirmed) 

Meredith Darlington (confirmed) and Erin Wilson (baptized and confirmed) 

Casey and Lindsey Johnson – transfer from St. John, Farley 

Fred Miller, Jr. (confirmed) 

John Sager (baptized and confirmed) 

 

Accessions Baptized 

Isaac Samuel James Froiland, son of Pastor and Sara  – June 2, 2013 

Kaden Krull, Lorenzo, Ariana – children of Ashley Aguilar 

Rosalynne Wilson – daughter of Erin Wilson 
 

Deletions: 

Eilleen Bagley – transfer to St. Paul, Independence 

Ron and Teresa Miller – transfer to Risen Savior, Basehor, KS 

Sarah Lyons – released at own request 

Betty Morton – transferred to the church Triumphant, May 31, 2013 

Betty Jane Schultz – transferred to the church Triumphant, June 1, 2013 

Colleen Brawdy - transferred to the church Triumphant, June 8, 2013  
 

 

 

OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 
 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) dined together at Outback Steakhouse on Barry 

Road in June.  There were 31 people who attended.  CLLG won’t meet in July because of 

Vacation Bible School.  They will start up again for their monthly lunch in August with a 

trip to Mimi’s Café in Zona Rosa.  Contact Joyce White for more information. 

We have started a hymn-sing on Tuesday evenings from 6:15-6:30 at the Gardens on Barry Road.  We 

have a number of members who live there, and they would love to have you join them if you have 

time on a Tuesday night.  TLH hymnals that we donated are available there – no need to bring your 

own.  You are welcome to come and make a joyful noise unto the Lord with those who live at the 

Gardens. 

 

 



*************************************************************************** 

Orchids and Onions 
 
Orchids to Casey Eberth who played the piano in church in June. 
Orchids to Herb Steffens and Lowell Smith for all their work on the sliding doors in the 72nd St. parsonage. 

Orchids to Chuck Eberth for putting forth the effort of improving our playground.  He did a lot of heavy lifting 
when it came to moving gravel and fixing our fence – as well as improving the train.  Thank you, Chuck. 
Orchids to Linda Reinhardt who continues to work tirelessly on keeping up with the Memorial Garden work.  
Fantastic job, Linda.  Thank you. 
Orchids to Andrea and Jacob Arnold for working to remove some unwanted graffiti from the playground 
equipment. A lot of elbow grease was needed to get it off.  Thank you!! 
Orchids to our lawn crews who are getting job done while working around the wet weather.  Great job guys and 
gals!!  Thank you. 
Orchids to Glen and Jan (especially Jan) Sittig who work long and hard at taking care of the weeds around the Pre-
K and Church entrances. Thank you. 
Orchids to all Christ Lutheran members and guest who have been taking the inconvenience of the church “detour” 
around the 72nd construction in stride.  We pray not much longer…. 
Orchids and a big thanks for helping with Betty Morton’s funeral to Vonnie and Carl Niederwimmer, Becky Belt, 
Shirley Manlove, JoAnne Burnside, Carolyn Hogan, Joyce White, Diana Stewart, Marilyn Steffens, Pat Toillion, 
Joyce Degnan, Mary Buchholz, and Janelle Hopkins.  Also a big thank you to Heidi Scroggins for her advice and 
suggestions.  
Orchids to Kara Johnson, Liz Kimball, Chuck Eberth, and Herb Steffens who have helped Pre-K come into 
compliance with state regulations through the work of their hands.   
Orchids to Tarryn Fredde, Kendyll Fredde, and Elizabeth Reinhardt who have spent part of their summer vacation 
organizing Pre-K curriculum for the 2013-2014 school year.  
 

 
The Christ Lutheran Church Altar Guild always welcomes any women in our congregation to join and 

help with the services each week.  Volunteers are needed to steam the garments worn by the pastors 

and acolytes, to launder and iron the communion linens, and to serve one weekend a month to set-up 

the communion ware and clean up after the Sunday or Wednesday services.  Contact Barb Chastain 

(816/520-7207) if you have an interest in helping. 
 

 

Weekday School starts on August 28th.  Save the date! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

7/1 Staci Leive 

 Patricia Richardson 

 Grace Jones 

 Landon Peterson 

 Noah Peterson 

7/2 Tom Knopp 

 Evan Oathout 

 Natalie Brinkmeyer 

7/3 Karla Fera 

7/4 Pete Medina 

 Erin O’Keefe 

 Michael O’Keefe 

7/5 Renee Koren 

7/6 Megan Monroe 

 Drew DeLay 

7/7 Jesse McIntyre III 

 Justin Greenhagen 

7/8 Donna Dye 

7/9 Sandra Scott 

 Carli Hanlon 

 Matthew Knopp 

7/10 Roberta Musil 

7/11 Jeffrey Basch 

 Bradan Colvin 

 

7/12 Bruce Gehrke 

 Lucy Swanson 

7/13 Carrie Fuller 

 Deborah Brewer 

 Heidi Cook 

7/14 Casey Eberth 

7/15 Rita Allegree 

7/16 Charles Van Vickle 

 Elise Palmer 

7/17 Cherri June 

 Chuck Eberth 

 Casey Johnson 

 Kristen Williamson 

7/18 Justin Ferguson 

7/19 Hal Sinclair 

 Darcy Monroe 

 Chadron Cummins 

7/20 Susan Gaiser 

 Ryan Cummins 

 Steven Clark-Perry 

 Morgan Smith 

7/21 Lois Miller 

 Linda Schelp 

 Eric Mahnken 

 Jared Schelp 

7/22 Ann Marie Stark 

7/23 Jack Yeubanks 

 Steven Thamert 

 Robert Jobe 

7/24 Diane MacPherson 

 Keith Oberhelman 

7/25 Carolyn Hogan 

 Amy Boynton 

 Dan Jones 

7/26 Peter Olson 

 Allyson Wilson 

7/27 Verda Lutter 

 Janell Yeubanks 

 Janice Medlin 

 Laini Hanlon 

 Trinity Brewer 

7/28 Mia Cremer 

 Colton Smith 

7/29 Erin Guenther 

 Sean Molenkamp 

 Jesse Ayres 

7/31 Harold Schroer 

 Bridget Duhme 

 Michael Sperl 

  
 

*************************************************************************** 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

 
 

Betty Morton 

December 18, 1927 – May 31, 2013 
 

Betty Jane Schultz 

July 29, 1924 – June 1, 2013 
 

Colleen Brawdy 

November 23, 1922 – June 8, 2013 
 

 “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  Psalm 116:15 



We get letters…… 
Dear Friends in Christ,  

I cannot thank you enough for the kind words, the thoughtful gestures, the 

delicious food, and most importantly, the constant prayers.  God has granted me 

strength, grace, mercy, and peace, and I am well on my way to recovery.  I know 

I didn’t walk this path alone!   In Christ Jesus, Jackie Lewis 
 

On behalf of Mary and me, thank you for acknowledging and celebrating our anniversaries 

of service to the Church!  We have been so blessed to be able to live out our callings in 

various congregations over the past four decades.  We are especially grateful to you, the 

members of Christ Lutheran Church, for allowing us to serve you.  Thank you for the 

opportunity.  Thank you, also, for the Kansas City Royals gift cards!  God bless you all. 

Deacon and Mary Buchholz 
 

Dear Parish Family- 

Our family wants to express very sincere “Thank You’s” for keeping us in your prayers, 

sending cards and meals during the loss of our mom/grandma, Betty Jane, and recovery 

from surgery for Lema.  We are very blessed.    Easley Family 
 

Dear Christ Lutheran congregation, 

I thank you for your support for Siberian & Baltic Missions.  Your ongoing prayers and 

support is most welcome and appreciated as we prepare to deploy on July 1st. 

        Peace, Pastor Daniel S. Johnson 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters at Christ Lutheran, 

This is a rather difficult note to write, because it is a "good bye", of sorts.  Saying a final 

"farewell" to so many wonderful people who have blessed us so much over the past five 

years or so, is hard.  But at the same time, there is much joy and anticipation in what lies 

ahead, and there is also a sense of joy knowing that my family and I are going forth with 

the blessings and support of you all. 

Thank you so very, very much for your love, your prayers, and your gifts.  The stoles that I 

will be ordering, courtesy of dear brothers and sisters at Christ Lutheran - Platte Woods 

will be a constant reminder to me that there were many people who helped me along the 

way to the Office of the Holy Ministry. 

Thanks also for the wonderful reception that you graciously provided to my family.  We 

thoroughly enjoyed ourselves and several of our family members remarked how much 

they were impressed by the outpouring of love and support we have been given.   

Finally, a very special heartfelt thanks to Pastor Arnold and Pastor Froiland for the special 

care they have given my wife and me over these few years.  I'm sure you already know that 

you are truly blessed to have these men as your spiritual shepherds, who faithfully bring 

Word and Sacrament ministry into your lives. 

I am especially pleased and honored to have Pastor Arnold preach at my ordination and 

installation services on July 28th in Kinsley and Offerle, Kansas.  It is entirely fitting to have 

the man in the pulpit who was instrumental in guiding our family to confessional 

Lutheranism as I humbly enter into the ministry.   

Although I know most of you will be unable to make the drive to southwest Kansas, I want to 

extend the invitation to you to nevertheless and let you know that you will never be far from 

my thoughts and prayers. Thanks again, and God's richest blessings to you all. 

In Christ's love, Pastor-elect Stan Palmer 

Dana, Elise, John, Lindsay, and Bethany. 



July – December Acolytes 

    8:00am    10:45am  
July    Grayson Spidle   Jackson Foutch 
    Thomas Henrichs   Brandon Cuda 
 

August    Tyler Pride    Joseph Ramos 
    Trenton Pride    Joshua Keller 
 

September   Mark Buchholz   Matthew Knopp 
    Brayden Basch   Jarien Montgomery  
 

October   Grayson Spidle   Jacob Arnold   
    Thomas Henrichs   Ben Arnold 
  Reformation Day – 31st@7pm -  
 

November   Tyler Pride    Joseph Ramos 
    Trenton Pride    Jackson Foutch 
  Thanksgiving – 28th@10am -  
 

December   Blake Faller    Matthew Knopp 
    Brayden Basch   Nathan Cox 
    

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 

Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal substitute  
Brandon Cuda 10:45am  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin Ferguson 10:45am  
Joey Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
Otto Gaiser 8am  
Austin Hall 8am  

Thomas Henrichs 8am  
Joshua Keller 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn substitute  
Michael Marfield substitute  
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am  
Trenton Pride 8am  
Tyler Pride 8am  
Joseph Ramos 10:45am  
Grayson Spidle 8am  
Jordan Trager 8am  

 
********************************************************************** 

Lutheran High School of Kansas City 
Summer is a busy time at LHS.  There are camps going on during the summer 
months, open gym evenings, and work being done throughout the building.  
Faculty is getting some time off, “recharging their batteries” for the new 
school year.  Staff is working on projects to help improve the coming school 
year.  Items in the building that need attention are getting them, at a time 
when some of that work is easier to accomplish without as many people 
around.  Even though classes aren’t in session, there are still many things with 
which we keep busy. 
All of these things are done for the improvement of our school.  We want this to be a great 
place for students (and adults) to come to for their education, but also for their spiritual 
growth.  We strive to be about the work of "Preparing Lives for Today, Tomorrow, and Eternity!" 
If you know of someone who would like more information about a Christian education in 
our Lutheran High School, please contact the school office (816-241-5478) or go to the 
website (www.lhskc.com).  Please keep our school in your prayers.   



News from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
We have so many examples of Christian service in our Pre-K!  Whether full-time, part-time, or volunteer 

workers, our faculty and staff seem to follow instructions given by the apostle Paul in his 2
nd

 letter to Timothy.  

Here are some examples: 

         Serving God with a clear conscience 

         Serving God out of love 

         Serving by avoiding worldly and empty chatter 

         Serving by being kind to all 

         Serving by being able to teach 

         Serving by being patient 

Thanks to so many of you for serving the Lord and serving our students in Pre-K.   
 

Pre-K happenings:   

         Pre-K participates in VBS July 8th-12th 

         KC Zoo Mobile visits Pre-K July 17th 

         Summer school ends August 2nd 

We already have 71 students enrolled for our 2013-2014 school year.  Please call or e-mail for enrollment 

information.  We have part-time and full-time options along with Christian Education and Kindergarten 

Readiness.   

 

Chrissy Heiss, M.Ed., Director   Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 

816-741-8031 

christpk@christlc.com   www.christlc.net   http://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten 

 

At Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten we are deeply committed to teaching children the Word of God, 

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 “And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.  You shall teach them 

diligently to your children.”  

 

*************************************************************************** 

The following is from the Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 
Dear Fellow Saints of the Risen Lord, 

This newsletter was supposed to be sent out at the start of this year, but before we could sent it out, our 

sanctuary suffered a major fire.  So, the newsletter is a little late, and a lot different in content than the one we 

were planning to send you!  … We pray that you see our Lord’s will, work, and glory in all that we do under 

His grace. 

The fire on December 27
th

 could have changed everything for the staff and members of Our Redeemer; 

suddenly, we were without a sanctuary and our education building was without heat.  However, the 

congregation didn’t miss a beat; we purchased some propane heaters and had service the following Sunday in 

our basement.  We did not hold a special service.  The liturgy remained the same as always since everyday life 

is filled with joy, disappointments, tragedies and the like (for both individuals and the church).  Our 

circumstances had changed, but the Word of God endures forever (Isaiah 40:8).  Yes, the tears flowed easily 

that Sunday, but most were tears of thankfulness that no one was hurt and we still had a place to gather. 

The fire not only damaged our sanctuary, but our entire education building suffered toxic smoke damage.  We 

had to throw away all of our clothes for the thrift store, homeless kits, and food pantry items and could not hold 

Sunday school or Liberian services until we painted the entire interior of our educational building.  We were not 

up to the task, but our Lord was, and He gathered His sheep to help Our Redeemer. 

We held a massive paint party with help from members of more than 10 sister churches and now we have a 

toxin-free environment for worship and instruction.  We moved our food pantry to a larger room – and it is full 

and open!  We have received nearly $40,000 toward our fire recovery fund from churches and individuals in 

seven states.  Our temporary sanctuary has items donated from eight sister churches including our altar, pulpit, 

and banners. 

mailto:christpk@christlc.com
http://www.christlc.net/
http://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten


Last week, one of the elders said out loud what I have also been thinking during this time of recovery: “Pastor, 

this fire has really been a blessing for our church and for me also.”  Luther once said of affliction, “All things 

word together for the good of the elect, [including] the rod and the cross; for thus their flesh is mortified, their 

faith is strengthened, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are increased.”  The fire scared us; it reminded us how 

quickly life or a building can be destroyed.  Thankfully, the reminder only served to propel us to the cross, 

where we knew our Lord would offer hope, shelter and provision.  And He has – to an overwhelming measure.  

How mightily the fruits of the Holy Spirit have been given, received and displayed in us and in those God has 

used to bless us during this time!  Attendance, donations, and baptisms are all up for the year!  Division and 

sorrow, on the other hand, are way down.  Sorry devil, you’ll have to go pick on someone else; our Shepherd 

will never let us out of His hand, we follow His voice.  In the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Philip 

Melanchthon writes, “Afflictions are not always punishments for particular past deeds.  They are works of God 

intended to our benefit, that the power of God might be made more manifest in our weakness.”  Simply put, 

Christ has used the fire to His glory and for the blessing of Our Redeemer.  The One who was striken, smitten, 

and afflicted for our sins put on the hurt on the evil one, who wanted this affliction to burn and finish Our 

Redeemer. 

We still have a long way to go, and we are still dependent on the Lord’s help (through you, His people!) for our 

physical needs.   

To God be all the glory! 

How Can I Help?  
We are often asked how people can assist in the ministry here. Below are some of the many ways we encourage you 
to participate in our joyous work:  
Social Ministry  
We are always in need of:  
-Food; especially canned goods.  
-Men’s and children’s clothing; including shoes and underwear.  
-Women’s hygiene items.  
-Diapers and formula.  
-Winter wear; including coats, jackets, boots, gloves and caps.  
Financial assistance  
-For budget and non-budget needs.  
-Scholarship assistance for children of the congregation to attend Lutheran schools.  
Ministry Needs  
-Sunday afternoon service and dinner: an opportunity not only to provide a meal for the poor and homeless, but 
also to for your pastor and/or ministry team to lead the worship service before the meal.  
-Help with the instruction of the Liberian youth on Saturday mornings.  
-Invite our youth to join your youth group in social & ministry activities.  
If you would like to participate in our Lord’s ministry at Our Redeemer, simply do the following:  
For food and clothing donations, or to work the Sunday afternoon meal and service, call Our Redeemer, 816-241-
2334, to set up a time to meet.  
For financial assistance, simply designate the ministry area you would like to support on the memo line of your 
check, or simply write, “as needed.” Checks may be made out to Our Redeemer Lutheran Church.  
For any other ministry area, or if you have any questions about the ministries here, please call Pastor Zerkel. You 
may reach him at the church 816-241-2334, or at his home at 816-984-3716. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Martin Luther Academy 
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  MLA would like to thank 

all of you for your past, present and future support.  Our school just finished its 10
th

 year of 

operation.  We are thankful for our past and look forward to our future as we continue to 

nurture students spiritually, emotionally and academically.  The support of our association 

congregations is so vital to the health and welfare of our school.  We are so thankful for the 

positive comments that are shared by our church members with those who do not know 

about MLA.  We are so thankful for the families that consider sending their children to 

MLA.  We are so thankful to those who continually pray for the work done at MLA.  We are 

so thankful for being able to have a Lutheran school for ten years and look forward to having one for many 

years to come.    
 

We are also thankful for the servants at MLA.  We thank the faculty and staff that will be returning next year, 

and we are thankful for those who are moving on.  We thank Mrs. Engebretson (retiring) for her many years of 

service.  We thank Mrs. Pena (moving), Mrs. Ohlde (staying home with her children) and Mr. Croskey for their 

years of teaching.  We are thankful for Mrs. Klein for her work in the business office of NLSA.  We are so 

appreciative of the work of these people, whether it has been for two years or ten years or any years in between.  

We wish them God’s richest blessings as they serve Him in new ways and in different places. 
 

It is so wonderful to see so many new students enrolled for the 2013-14 school year – next year’s Kindergarten 

class was at its limit before the 2012-13 school year was over.  It is super to see so many in the Kansas City area 

value Christian education.  We still have openings for the 2013-14 school year, so if you or someone you know 

is interested in having your child in a Lutheran school next year, please contact MLA (816.734.1060). 
 

Thank you for your prayers and support.  Have a wonderful summer! 

Yours in Christ,  Rick Schneider   Principal 

 

MLA Basketball Camp  HOSTED BY MARTIN LUTHER ACADEMY  

BASKETBALL CAMP FOR GIRLS AND BOYS ENTEREING GRADES 4 – 8 NEXT YEAR  

DATES: July 22 – 26, 2013 - TIME: 5:30PM-7:00PM (GIRLS) - 7:00PM-8:30PM (BOYS)  

REGISTRATION FEE: $25.00 (register by July 1 to receive camp t-shirt)  

REGISTRATION FEE INCLUDES:  

– Day Camp      

CAMP WILL BE HELD AT: MLA 7112 N. Overland Drive KCMO 64151  

www.martinlutheracademy.org  

 

amp each day  

 

 

*************************************************************************** 

Detach and return registration form with check payable to MLA to:  
MLA 7112 N. Overland Drive KCMO 64151 
T-Shirt Size(Circle One):   Youth M  Youth L   Adult S    Adult M    Adult L  

Email: principal@martinlutheracademy.org   Grade Entering: __________  

Name:________________________________________ Phone: ____________________________________  

Address:______________________________________ Alternate Phone: ______________________________  
I hereby grant permission for my child to participate in the 2013 MLA basketball camp. I release Martin Luther 
Academy and its staff of any legal liabilities in connection with this event. I authorize the staff to act in my 
stead in case of a medical emergency.  
Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________________ Date: _______________________  
 
 



Meet Our New Members 

Meredith and Erin Darlington and her daughter Rosie  

John Sager  

Fred Miller, Jr.  

Ashley Aguilar and her children – Kaden Krull, Lorenzo, and Araiana  

*************************************************************************** 

An Afternoon with Your Elders and Pastors 
Because of our continuing desire to better serve our parish-family, you and yours are being invited to 

an “Afternoon with Elders and Pastors”.  The two-fold purpose of these afternoons are:   

1) informational, and; 2) fellowship.    

Informational because there is more that your Elders do than what it usually visible and, 

perhaps, there is even more that they can do.   

Fellowship because you and the other members with your Elders’ District are being invited to 

this Afternoon and we are hopeful that existing friendships will be strengthened and new ones 

will be made. 

These afternoons will be one hour in duration – 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. – and will be hosted by our respective 

Elders on the fourth Sunday of August, September, October, and November.  Districts #1 & #2 will 

meet in August.  Districts #3 & #4 will meet in September … and so on. 

Babysitting will be provided by the youth of our parish. 

You will be receiving a letter of invitation from your Elders and that will be followed up by a telephone 

call to remind you.  We are hopeful that you will make every effort to be in attendance because we are 

convinced real blessings and benefits will result. 

 

*************************************************************************** 

 
Rev. Dr. Jonathan Mumme, a missionary of the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod, will be at Holy 
Cross Lutheran on July 10th at 5:30 PM.. Mumme will be speaking about Westfield House, the house 
of theological studies of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of England. There he serves as Tutor for 
Systematic Theology and Church History. This unique institution of confessional Lutheran higher 
education has now been serving students of Lutheran theology from around the world, along with 
their home churches, for 50 years. Making the most of its Cambridge context, which is home to the 
number one university in the world, Westfield House has a strong track record of producing pastors 
and theologians for the Lutheran church. As the faculty and student body of Westfield House are 
international, so too is the network of friends and donors needed to support its work. Mumme will be 
explaining Westfield House and its service to the larger Lutheran world, and looking to connect 
individuals with opportunities to support it. 

 


