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 A blessed Mothers Day to all you mothers out there.  You are a blessing not only to your children, 

but to the other people you mother at times, “mother.”  People like your pastors and deacon.  You have 

made us meals – mothers are good at that.  You have sent words of encouragement – mothers are good at 

that.  You have prayed for your church, her members and her servants – mothers are good at that.  I 

appreciate and love my mother.  I appreciate and love you – our mothers who mother us.  On a day like 

today, we reflect on that which is good.  Recognizing our mothers today on this blessed day would 

definitely give the impression that we believe mothers are good. 

 But as soon as I say something like that – perhaps something runs through our mind – a not so 

pleasant thought – about mothers.  Don’t get me wrong, not all mothers are good – at least not how we 

might define “good” to be.  We have heard and talked about the stories of neglect and abuse.  We cringe 

when we hear about a mother – or a father – not taking the responsibility given to them by the Lord to 

bring them up in the faith and to care for not only their physical well being but their spiritual well-being 

as well.  Today we focus on the blessings – on the good about mothers.  But it’s not all good.  We still 

live in a fallen sinful world. 

 For fathers it’s the same.  There are the good and then the bad.  For bosses it’s the same.  There 

are the good and then the bad.  For just about anything we have – cars, homes, schools, health – there is 

good and bad. 

 Today’s Gospel text tells us about the good – the Good Shepherd Jesus.  With our knowledge that 

there is both good and bad to everything we might ask, “What is so good about Jesus?  What makes Jesus 

the GOOD Shepherd?”  

 You know – that’s a good question even though we know what makes Him good.  We just 

celebrated the Resurrection of our Lord.  That fact that He is risen and has conquered death for you – that 

makes him good.  But still, some will say He was good and some may have a totally different feeling 

about Jesus.  Non Christians will say that Jesus was not the “Good Shepherd” we think He is. 

 So, how do we measure a person – how good they are?  By the number of home runs they hit – the 

number of touchdowns made?  Do we measure how good someone is by what they look like physically or 

by what kind of shape they are in?  Do we call someone good and measure them by the things that they do 

for other people, for their family, for their places of employment?  All of a sudden, it’s not as easy as it 

might first seem.  What do we call good – how do we measure good?  What would we say to the man who 

asks – “what’s so good about Jesus?” 

 He never sinned because He was not only man but also God.  He made sick people totally well 

and gave the blind 20/20 vision.  He didn’t mishandle people.  He didn’t hate those who sinned against 

him.  He didn’t lash out at those who committed adultery or were caught in a wrongful act.  He didn’t 

push people but rather extended to them an invitation.  “Come follow Me,” is what He would say to them.  

He set people straight if they were going down a dangerous path – He ate with tax collectors and sinners 

who were shunned by society.  Jesus helped the poor and loved those who seemed to be loveless.  That’s 

what is so good about Jesus. 

 But wait a minute.  That’s not all.  If I were to stop at those good acts I mentioned – it would be 

enough to call Jesus “good”– but it would be so incomplete.  There’s more.  That’s not all – What’s so 

good about Jesus?  Well, it’s more than just what He did TO people and what He said – it’s also what He 

was and what He did FOR the people.  And what He was for people would give to you and me something 

else that no one but the Good Shepherd could ever give.  What He did was that He died and then came 

back to life. 

 That’s the picture that Jesus gives to us, and what John shares with us in chapter ten – the text for 

today.  Perhaps you have looked at the picture of the “good shepherd” in the lounge just next door to the 



sanctuary.  Jesus risked everything for one little sheep.  That’s you – helpless without the good shepherd 

Jesus.  He is not just risking life for the sheep, He is giving His life for the sheep.  That is, He gave His 

life for you and me. 

 This seems unreasonable – Jesus risking everything for one sheep.  To some it is – but to God it’s 

not.  That’s just how much He loves us.  I remember talking with a pastor once about members who have 

fallen away from the church – fallen away from faith.  His opinion to me was, “Just let them go.  Don’t 

waste your time.  You have better things to do.”  I don’t agree because I don’t think that Christ Jesus 

would agree.  Remember how Jesus told the story of the shepherd who left the 99 behind to go and search 

for the one that was lost.  And when He found it – there was much rejoicing – and carried it back to the 

fold.  If pastors are shepherds, and that, by the way, is what pastor means, then we should take that same 

Christ like example.  Go and find the lost sheep.  Such is even the image that the painting depicts. 

 Pastors can be just like this.  So can the rest of us.  We think, “If it’s lost, so what.”  It doesn’t 

matter if it’s a person or something we just don’t want to bother with.  “It’s their fault,” we might say, “I 

don’t think I need to worry about it.  I’m going to look out for number one – I’m not going to put myself 

on the line, stick my neck out for someone else.”  That’s us.  Looking out for number one often times 

translates into how very selfish we actually are.  Think about those times someone really could have 

benefited from what you could give, but yet, you didn’t want to put yourself out.  How selfish. 

 Jesus says, “I am the Good Shepherd, I know my sheep and the sheep know me…”  He knows us – 

and those in Him, know Jesus.  We know His voice and He calls us.  In 1 John chapter 3– John says that 

“We will be like Him, for we will see him as He is.”  Knowing Christ means being like Him.  This is given 

to us even more when we hear Jesus says to the disciples in Matthew, “When you serve one of the least of 

these among us, it is as if you are serving me.”  He knows us, because He becomes a part of us.  He 

knows us and is made known to us through what He has given.  He even knows those who He has given 

to us to serve.  And when we don’t serve by the example given by our Lord, it is as if we are not serving, 

or refuse to serve, our Lord.  This is something to keep in mind when the next opportunity comes up for 

us. 

 The Lord serves as the Good Shepherd in our midst.  He has done so among us day after day after 

day.  He does today in His Word and in His Holy Communion at the Lord’s Table and He will at the font 

of Holy Baptism.  We are blessed to receive into church membership four of God’s very own sheep. The 

Lord knows them and will lead them.  He also keeps His promise to lead us each day as well.  The Lord 

seeks us out – brings us back to Him – finds us and risks everything, even death on a cross, to call us His 

very own. 

 He seeks us out at the font of Holy Baptism every day – calling us His own.  That’s the great thing 

about living as Baptized Christians – we are in Him and He is in us.  He seeks us out and saves us for all 

that can harm us.  No, that doesn’t mean nothing bad will ever happen to us.  That doesn’t mean that life 

will always be a bed of roses.  We know that’s not true.  That picture out in the lounge shows a sheep in 

distress.  That seems to epitomize our life more than anything – distress.  But there is Jesus, reaching out 

to His sheep.  That’s what our Good Shepherd does.  And He knows what to do, because He knows our 

name. 

 So, what’s so good about mothers?  Well, you know.  What’s so good about Jesus?  Well, there is 

so much more than we could ever share.  And how we would respond to someone who doesn’t know 

Jesus could be summed up with this image.  He is the Shepherd – the Good Shepherd.  He knows the 

name of each of His sheep – they are His own.  That’s what good about Jesus.  Because when we belong 

to Him, His gifts happen to be ours.  And that means – His life is ours also.  That’s the Gospel and that’s 

what belongs to us – from the Good Shepherd. 

Amen. 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 

 


