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The Wondrous Wisdom of the Magi 
 Wondrous wisdom blessed the hearts and lives of the Magi who came from afar – following a 

star – to find the child-King. 

 “Now, when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there 

came Wise Men from the East to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is He that is born King of the Jews?  For we 

have seen His star in the East and are come to worship Him.’” 

 Dr. Walter A. Maier from The Lutheran Hour of yesteryear called the Magi the scientists of their 

day.  They were not kings that ruled distant lands, but rather astronomers.  Of course they didn’t have 

powerful present-day telescopes and “high-tech” laboratories.  Rather, they only had darkened skies to 

observe the movements of the heavenly bodies – and there to discover the evidence of God. 

 Scripture plainly and repeatedly calls these searchers from the East, “Wise Men,” and truly they 

were wise, not only according to human judgment, but also according to Scripture’s Spiritual standards. 

We know little of the nationality of these Eastern sages, for their names are not preserved to us in the 

Bible (history has given names to three wise men, but their names – even their number – is only 

speculation).  We do know, however, what is far more important than any information as to color, class, 

condition, or country: the Magi were humble seekers after God.  Although they were not of the “chosen” 

race – the Jews – they nevertheless believed the Almighty.  How heart-strengthening to realize right at 

the outset of New Testament history that Jesus came to be redeemer of all mankind; that Old Testament 

restrictions, focusing God’s favor on a preferred people, are now dropped forever; that the loving Savior 

of our souls sent His Son to be the Savior of the world! 

 What faith-building assurance we also find in the fact that these scientist gladly obeyed God!  

This is not the only instance in which men of learning have done such things. Contrary to much popular 

opinion, great scholars and well-known scientist can be humble disciples.  The world today loves to pit 

science against religion. There is no need for such a thing.  Great scientists had no trouble confessing 

Christ. For example: James Maxwell, discoverer of ether; Alexander Graham Bell, inventor of the 

telephone; Joseph John Thomson, discoverer of the electron; Albert Hull, Willis Whitney, and Harold 

Arnold (no relation) are the inventor, developer and adapter of electron tubes respectively; William 

Roentgen, discoverer of the X ray; Frederick Banting, discoverer of insulin; these as well as many more 

who have contributed to the advancement of our age confessed Christ God’s Son and the rescuer of the 

race. 

 For the assurance of your redemption, consider the humble mind of the Magi which is convinced 

by the clear testimony of the Holy Spirit that the Father’s grace and goodness simply cannot be wrong, 

though human claims often are mistaken.  The star in the East shines brightly before us in our 2012.  

That light which “is a revelation to the Gentiles, and for the glory of your people Israel,” is our hope and 

life.  Come and worship the Light of all lights – our Savior Jesus at our Epiphany Divine Service on 

Friday, January 6th at 7 P.M.  This day sometimes called the “Christmas for the Gentiles” reveals 

Jesus to be Lord of ALL.  May God richly bless you and keep you this New Year. 

In Christ’s Service… to you… in 2012, 

 

 

 

Pastor Arnold 
 



Your Life is Hidden with Christ in God 
  “For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” (Colossians 3:3) The fact of the 
matter is, there is nothing in this temporal life that is sure and certain.  Heaven and earth are 
passing away, and so are each of us; only the Word of the Lord endures forever.  We make our 
plans and go about our days, but only as God so wills, only by His grace.  Life really can turn on a 
dime, and sometimes it actually does.  Much of the time, we are able to pretend that we know the 
rhyme and reason of it all, the why and the wherefore, and we suppose that we remain in some 
semblance of control.  Then there are those times when the rug gets completely pulled out from 
underneath us, or we turn the corner and get hit full in the face with something utterly 
inexplicable.  The false gods that normally compete for our allegiance all flee, or they are driven 
out, unable to help or save us either way. 
 

It is normally far too easy to imagine that our life is found in the abundance of our 
possessions, whether they be material goods, fame and fortune, abilities, opportunities, family or 
friends, or what have you.  It is not so.  All of that stuff may be here today, but gone tomorrow.  
Your life may be required of you tonight.  Your children's lives may be cut down in a heartbeat.  
To make matters worse, as all of your idols come tumbling down, the devil reminds you of your 
sin, and condemns you for it, and points out that you surely deserve whatever you suffer and 
more.  How then shall you cope or survive, when you are stripped of everything but guilt and 
fear? 

 

There are two things to consider and take to heart.  The first is this: the very Son of God has 
borne all your sins and iniquities, all your griefs and sorrows, all your infirmities and sicknesses, 
in His own body on the cross, and by His stripes you are healed.  He has suffered all that you 
suffer, and He has done so for your sake, in order to bear it on your behalf, in order to redeem you 
from it forever.  He has been tempted in every way, just as you are, save only without sin.  Thus, 
He is a great High Priest who sympathizes with you in your weakness.  He is almighty, but He has 
made Himself weak in order to make you strong.  He has made Himself poor, in order to make 
you rich with the genuine and lasting treasures of the Kingdom of God.  He became lowly and was 
despised, that you may be exalted and honored by the Father. 
 

The second thing to remember is how those blessings come to you: you have already died 
with Christ in Holy Baptism, and that your life (your real life) is securely hidden with Christ in God.  
There isn't anything in heaven or on earth, nothing within or without that can separate you from 
Him.  Your life right now is under the cross, no doubt, but it is by the Cross that Christ has saved 
you for life with Himself.  He gives you that life, as He gives you Himself, each time He speaks His 
Word of Holy Absolution, the forgiveness of sins, and each time He feeds you with His Body and 
Blood. 

             
It is exceedingly difficult, and often impossible, to discern the blessings and benefits of the 

Cross when you are in the midst of having it laid upon you.  Yet, the Cross of Christ is the means 
of His great salvation, and He does not share it with us to destroy us, but to sanctify us, strengthen 
our faith, and more firmly unite us to Himself.  As we die with Him, we live with Him, as well.  In 
all things, we are more than conquerors through Him who loves us.  God grant us to believe it, by 
His grace, come hell or high water against us this new year.  

       

In Christ’s Service, 
 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  
 

Little Lambs and  Kids For Christ 

    Infant-Kindergarten                   Grades 1-5 

KALIEDOSCOPE 

FRITZ’S RR CAFÉ 
Saturday, January 7     9 AM-1 PM 

 

Little Lambs and Kids For Christ are invited to travel 
south to Crown Center to experience Kaliedoscope.  
After a Fun Family Session, we will head over to Fritz’s 
Railroad Café where each family will have the 
opportunity to eat together at their own expense.  
Please sign-up on the poster in the Fellowship 
Commons. 
 

     
 

 

SR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                             

SUNDAY 

BREAKFAST 
Sunday, January 8         9:30 AM 

 

High School students will meet for their Sunday Bible 
Class at the Cracker Barrel (I-29 and Tiffany Springs) 
on Jan. 8.  For those who need rides, we will leave 
from church at 9:20 AM.  Those who wish to meet at 
Cracker Barrel, please be there at 9:30 AM. 

 

 

 

KFC / JR-LYF  
     Grades 1-5                     Grades 6-8 

GAMES NIGHT 
Sunday, January 15             6 – 8 PM 

 

JR-LYF (Grades 6-8) and Kids For Christ (Grades 1-5) 
are invited to an evening of games, games, and more 
games from 6-8 PM on Sunday, January 15.  Bring 
your favorite board games to play.  We’ll do some 
small group and whole group games and activities.  
Mom and Dad are invited too!  
 

 

SR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                             

TRIVIA NIGHT 

FUN’RAISER 
Saturday, January 28        6 – 9 PM 

 

Our Third Annual LYF “Trivia Night Fun’Raiser” will be 
held on Saturday, January 28, beginning at 6 PM.  This 
year’s edition will take place in the Ephphatha Room.   
 

A sign-up poster for this event can be found in the 
Fellowship Commons.  Those who wish to play are 
asked to make a $15.00 donation for their seat 
(collected on the night of the event), and are 
encouraged to group themselves together into teams 
of 4-8 people.  Trivia Night participants are 
encouraged to bring their own snacks and drinks (soft 
drinks/tea/etc. this year).  Childcare will be provided 
“off-site” (youth who are willing to provide this will be 
posted in the sign-up area soon).        
 

Proceeds from this fun event are being used to send 
23 youth and adults to the Higher Things Youth 
Conference in North Carolina in June. 
 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq03
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://mommalou.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/4207451078_efc3b047c1_o1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://mommalou.com/category/restaurants/&usg=__qKHuD24glVV-GNBAz0J8EkUqufM=&h=147&w=235&sz=16&hl=en&start=13&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=KuAw0KqtQNDxTM:&tbnh=68&tbnw=109&prev=/images?q=Fritz's+Railroad+cafe+kansas+city&ndsp=21&hl=en&safe=off&sa=N&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lyngsat-logo.com/logo/tv/kk/kaleidoscope_hallmark.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.lyngsat-logo.com/outdated/k_1.html&usg=__QUv0cnCuBhzNAeKSN18zNUuLo_Q=&h=99&w=132&sz=6&hl=en&start=13&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=hIRLXV8-K8y6KM:&tbnh=69&tbnw=92&prev=/images?q=Hallmark+Kaleidoscope&hl=en&safe=off&sa=G&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lyngsat-logo.com/logo/tv/kk/kaleidoscope_hallmark.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.lyngsat-logo.com/outdated/k_1.html&usg=__QUv0cnCuBhzNAeKSN18zNUuLo_Q=&h=99&w=132&sz=6&hl=en&start=13&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=hIRLXV8-K8y6KM:&tbnh=69&tbnw=92&prev=/images?q=Hallmark+Kaleidoscope&hl=en&safe=off&sa=G&um=1


January - March Acolytes 

    8:00am    10:45am 
January   Trenton Pride    Justin Ferguson 
    Mark Buchholz   Joseph Ramos 
  Epiphany – January 6 @ 7pm – Blake Faller 
 

February   Brayden Basch   Johnathon Knopp 
    Otto Gaiser    Matthew Knopp 
  Ash Wednesday @ 7pm – 2/22– Jordon Trager 
  Lenten Service @ 7pm – 2/29 – Mark Buchholz 
 

March    Robby Henrichs   Andy Keck 
    Thomas Henrichs   Jackson Foutch 
  Lenten Services @ 7pm – 3/7 – Joseph Ramos 
                   3/14 – Jacob Arnold 
                   3/21 – Otto Gaiser 
                   3/28 – Trenton Pride       

 
Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do 
not stare out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing 
hymns and participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no 
later than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 

Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Andy Basch 8am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal substitute  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
Otto Gaiser 8am  
Austin Hall 8am  

Robby Henrichs 8am  
Thomas Henrichs 8am  
Andy Keck 10:45am  
Johnathon Knopp 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn substitute  
Michael Marfield 10:45am  
Trenton Pride 8am  
Joseph Ramos 10:45am  
Jordan Trager 8am 

***************************************************************************** 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR – January 14, 2012 
Martin Luther Academy, along with the Platte County Optimist Club, will hold 

a fundraiser Pancake Breakfast at Christ Lutheran Church.   

Time:  8AM – 11AM 

This ‘All You Can Eat’ Breakfast will include pancakes, sausage, juice, and 

coffee.  Cost for adults will be $5, children 10 and under will be $3. 

For more information contact Lynda Reinert at 741-9296. 
 

***************************************************************************** 
Lay Bible Institute — Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, will hold a four session Lay Bible Institute on the 

topic of “Are We Still Fighting the Crusades?” on Jan. 11, 18, 25, and Feb. 1, 2012 in Sieck Hall, Room 202 

on the Seminary campus. Crusade is still a powerful word. Whether applied to current armed conflicts or 

used as anti-Christian polemic, certain ideas and images of the crusades seem to be alive and well. But what 

were the crusades, really? This course will define crusade, examine the religious origins of the crusading 

movement, recount the conquest of the Holy Land (as well as its subsequent loss), and explore the expansion 

of the crusading idea beyond the Middle Ages. This Lay Bible Institute will be led by Dr. Paul Robinson, 

associate professor and chairman of historical theology. The cost is $30 per person and registration is due by 

Jan. 9, 2012. For more information, contact continuing education and parish services at 314-505-7486 or 

ce@csl.edu 

http://www.benchmarkemail.com/c/l?u=435059&e=106EFC&c=FAF6&t=0&l=45A9CDD&email=ZpQoRbxg0eSzwTH2w6rrNgif8GG0Zxj9
mailto:ce@csl.edu


Sunday Mornings:  Praise or Panic? 
When I was young, Sunday morning 
dawned with all the excitement of a trip to 

the dentist.  After a late Saturday our 
family stumbled out of bed, rubbing puffy 
eyes, scowling and irritable.  My mother 

wrestled each stocking as if were a giant 
anaconda.  My father cinched his necktie 
stoically, consulted his watch, and silently 

glared at Mom.  (Too late for Sunday 
school once again.)  Meanwhile, I whined 

at my closetful of clothes, “There’s nothing 
to wear!” 
As the Sunday morning countdown 

increased, so did the tension.  Dad sat in 
the car, roaring the engine like a high 

schooler impatiently waiting for his date.  
Then I hopped in and endured 10 minutes 
of Dad’s muttering about Mom’s inevitable 

delay. 
Finally, all aboard, we careened around the 
corner, Mom stomping an imaginary brake 

pedal and gasping, “Cedric!  We won’t get 
there any faster if we’re dead!”  By the time 

we rolled up to the church, the earlybirds 
had gotten all the parking spots near the 
church building.  After a two block sprint, 

we’d puff into our pew, thoroughly late, our 
smiles only pasted-on imitations. 
The goal of church, as far as I had 

discerned, was to dress your best, sit still, 
and face forward.  I thought the offering 

paid everyone, including the choir, to 
perform.  But what did all those strange 
words mean?  And for whose benefit was 

everything performed – ours or God’s?  I 
sure hoped God enjoyed it, because to me 

it was a program-wriggling, leg-swinging 
battle with boredom. 
Afterward, I was relieved to get home 

where Mom could slip into her “capris,” 
Dad his plaid flannel shirt, and I my 
corduroys.  We metamorphosed into 

Cleaver-clones, congenially giggling over 
Dad’s hot waffles and the Sunday funnies. 

Then, suddenly, I was the mom, hopelessly 
re-enacting the same uptight scenario with 
my little girl.  My husband, Tom, and I 

took church with our restless child like 
doses of cod liver oil.  But over time we 

have learned to adopt 10 principles that 

usually give us happier and more 
meaningful Sunday mornings. 

1.  The best way to honor God Sunday 
morning is to honor Him Saturday night.  
Tom and I decided to start seeing Saturday 

night as an extension of Sunday mornings.  
I helped three-year-old Allison pick out her 
clothes before she went to bed, and then I 

did the same.  Tom and I turned off the 
television early and went to bed. 

2.  Come on down!  In our church, the 
parents with the wiggly kids sat in the 
back (so no one would notice all the 

octopus-wrestling).  Then one Sunday I got 
down at Allison’s level and looked forward.  

No wonder the back-row kids treated the 
pews like jungle gyms.  They couldn’t see a 
thing!  We decided to risk public chagrin 

and sit in the first few rows.  When the 
congregation stood, we held her up.  
Allison still squirmed at times, but she also 

participated a little. 
3.  When you know the players, you cheer 

for the team.  We started making a point to 
review the bulletin and point out 
interesting information.  When Allison was 

three, I could see her eyes combing the 
choir until she spotted my friend Louise.  
“Mommy, it’s Weez!” she’d say in an 

excited whisper.  Then we’d exchange 
smiles.  Since then, Allison has gotten to 

know the Pastor, the organist, and several 
other members of the choir. 
4.  Translation please?  At the start of each 

service, our congregation focuses silently 
on a Scripture passage.  One Sunday as we 

were sitting with a friend and her two boys, 
I realized that she was whispering the 
passages to them in her own words.  Now 

Allison tugs on my sleeve until I remember 
to give her the six-year-old translation.  I 
might whisper 1 John 4:1 as, “In this verse 

John, one of Jesus’ disciples is writing to 
the other Christians.  He tells them ‘Don’t 

trust what everyone says, even if they say 
they’re speaking God’s words.  But 
compare what they say with the Bible.’” 

5.  Howard (?) be Thy Name.  At home we 
started helping Allison learn and 

understand the Doxology and The Lord’s 
Prayer.  When the Pastor started leading 



the Lord’s Prayer one Sunday, she snapped 
to attention and repeated at least the end 

of each line.  Her radiant grin afterward 
made all our work worthwhile. 

6.  We stumbled on another idea while 
using a devotional booklet at our bedtime 
devotions.  After each entry the author 

included the first verse or chorus of 
familiar hymns.  Our daughter learned to 
love and understand them, and when she 

recognized one on Sunday morning, it was 
with the same glee as recognizing “Weez” in 

the choir. 
7.  Easy come, easy go.  We came to realize 
that by our handing Allison a quarter to 

plop into the plate, she was missing out on 
the essence of sacrificial giving.  The next 

time she received money as a gift, we told 
her “God wants us to set aside something 
out of the money He gives us for doing His 

Work in the world.”  Then we helped her 
subtract a percent before she planned 
where to spend the rest.  Allison happily 

sealed it in her Offering envelope, and the 
next Sunday she was eager to pull it out of 

my purse and place it in the Offering plate. 
8.  Who is Mary Nell, and where is Malawi?  
Each week our church has a minute for 

missions and prays for two missionary 
families.  I put photos of missionary 
families on our refrigerator door, and as 

their prayer letters arrive we pray for these 
families.  We also bought a geography 

game to learn where they live.  And when 
our missionary families are on furlough, 
we try to visit with them outside of church.  

Then when their faces and names come 
before the congregation, Allison perks up.  

They are her representatives to people who 
have never heard the Good News. 

9.  We all have those days.  Even with lots 
of preparation, there were always 
interludes in the Service when Allison was 

bored.  Again, I watched the families with 
the calm kids, and the kids were 
unobtrusively nosing through a picture 

book.  We began bringing along a small 
drawing pad and some colored pencils.  

Once I suggested that Allison color a get-
well picture for a sick person mentioned 
during the intercessory prayer.  The only 

pitfall was that I needed to be attentive to 
draw her back into Worship as soon as she 

could participate, and not ignore her for 
“being good.” 
10.  Happy kids – tomorrow’s adult 

congregation.  Tom and I have found that 
learning to Worship is a skill that we must 
cultivate if we want to see fruit.  I am still 

working to overcome the little voice left 
over from my childhood that says, “Church 

is boring.”  I wonder how many of today’s 
non-believers suffered through 
unintelligible services as kids, vowing to 

escape Church as soon as they were able. 
Last week we had colds, and I was inclined 
to go home after Sunday school, don 

slippers, eat hot waffles, and read the 
funnies.  I was surprised when Allison’s 

face fell.  “Can’t we stay for church, 
Mommy?  Please?  I love it so much.” 

-Condensed from CONCORDIA PULPIT RESOURCES Vol. 5, Part 4 
First printed in MOODY MAGAZINE  January 1992, pp.51-52. 

 

***************************************************************************** 
 

OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 

Thanks to those who furnished dessert after the 10:00AM Advent services – Becky Belt, 

Gloria Kallenberger, Shirley Manlove, Bill Musil, Linda Reinert, Marilyn Steffens, and 

Joyce White.  Also, thanks to Deacon and Eunice for setting up the tables and chairs and 

having coffee ready for Christian fellowship. 

 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) has their schedule ready for 2012!  Please join them 

on January 17
th
 when they go to Granite City in Zona Rosa.  They eat at Noon.  They 

always have a good time.  Contact Joyce White for more information.   



 

Orchids and Onions 
 Orchids to Tom Chastain, Jim and Carole Fredericks, Herb Steffens, and George and Joyce 

White, who helped with the candy filled stockings given to our youth after the Weekday School/Sunday School 
Christmas program.  Orchids also to our “Secret Santa” for the goodies again this year! 
 Orchids to all those who baked and donated the yummy cookies that we enjoyed after the Christmas program. 
 Orchids to those who provided special music during our Advent and Christmas seasons. 
 Orchids to all those who went caroling on the 10th.  Those people to whom we sang enjoyed it so much! 
 Orchids to all of those who purchased poinsettia plants that were used to beautify our church for Christmas: 
Hopkins, Moore, Lyons, Gaiser, Gibson, Watson, Stavenau, Marti and Gregg Harrison, Bill Musil, Cozads, 
Reinhardt, Heermann, Kevin and Melanie Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Richardson, Becky Belt, Phyllis Morgan, 
Eberth, Janet Jones, Shirley Howard, Lewis, Brulja, Northen, Heinrichs, Daley, Chastain, Ketelsen, Faller, 
Sinclair, Sperl, Steffens, Manlove, House, I. Behnke, Easley, Cvetan, Almstedt, Duff, and Sara Musil. 
 Orchids to Loraine Kloeppel who gives her time and talent to the Lord’s work in Pre-K through preparing and 
developing lessons. 
 Orchids to everyone who played a part in our Children’s Christmas Program and the Cookie Reception that 
followed. 
 Orchids to those who supported the Youth Advent Dinner. 
 Orchids to the ladies who made the new chrismons for our tree.  Thank you! 
 

***************************************************************************** 

We get letters…… 
Dear Christ Lutheran Church-family, 
Thank you for all the prayers and support during Patty's recent hospitalization. 
We do appreciate all the thoughts and prayers that have come during our times 
of need.  Every blessing to all of you.    Martha Carr, Patty, Diana and family 
 

Dear Parish Family, 
Thank you for your kind words, cards, and gifts over the Christmas season.  Our family has 
been so blessed to be a part of the Christ Lutheran congregation.   
        Deacon Buchholz and Family 
 

Dear Parish-family, 
We would like to thank all of you for the many cards and gifts you shared with our family 
during the Christmas Season.  We are truly blessed to be a part of your lives.  It is an honor 
and a privilege to serve all of you.  May God richly bless you and keep all of you for your 
2012 and beyond.      Pastor, Andrea, Jacob and Benjamin Arnold 
 

Dear Members of Christ Lutheran Parish- 
A sincere “Thank you” for your Christmas gift – a gift card.  Your thoughtfulness is 
treasured.  May the New Year bring you God’s richest blessings.  Gratefully, Ilene Behnke 
 

Dear Friends at Christ Lutheran- 
Thank you for the Christmas gift!  I appreciate the book and will enjoy using the gift card.  I 
am thankful to have made so many wonderful friends through my work here at Christ 
Lutheran Parish.  The Lord has blessed me through you.  May He continue to bless all of us 
and His whole church as we wait for Him to come again.  In His Name,  Eunice Rodriguez 
 

Thank you for the Christmas gift and the thought behind it, too – It really meant so very 
much because it came from you.  Your friends in Christ at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. 
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 Stephanie Lingle 

 Maxwell Pfleiderer 

 Lane Brewer 

 

 

1/23 Kenneth Kraft 

1/24 Brenda Johnson 

 Jacqueline Gehrke 

 Chelsey Lewis 

 Zachary van der Linde 

1/25 Norma Rees 

 Nicole Aven 

 Heather Kammeyer 

 Matthew Wilson 

 Kyle Stites 

1/26 Thomas Lawrenson 

1/27 Sara Musil 

 Susan Saving 

1/28 Freida Pate 

1/29 Cheryl Pate 

1/30 Jeffrey Emery 

 Julia Almstedt 

 Schylar Sperl 

 Juliette Moe 

1/31 Carl Niederwimmer 

 Kathlyn Van Winkle 

 Michelle Marriott 

 Stephanie Richardson 

 Rian Lietzau

 

***************************************************************************** 

Discipleship Data 
Deletions: 

Landon Grace – released to join another denomination 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



When Winter Weather Occurs… 
With winter here, snow and ice are sure to arrive.  What do we do regarding our 

church activities when the weather turns bad? 

Pre-K:  According to our Pre-Kindergarten policy manual… “In case of inclement 

or threatening weather, CLC Pre-Kindergarten will follow the Park Hill School 

District for school cancellation, early dismissal, or late arrival.” 

Weekday School:  We also follow the Park Hill School District as well as early 

dismissal arrangements in case of inclement 

weather.  If for some reason the Pastors and Deacon decide it would be in the 

best interest of our students, parents, teachers and helpers not to hold Weekday 

School because of bad weather, we will be in contact with your child’s teacher 

to cancel classes.   Your child’s teacher will then notify each child in the class.  

Deacon and Eunice will do their best to makes sure all people are adequately 

notified. 

Special Events:  If ice or snow make it dangerous to have a church-sponsored 

event, the church office will do its very best to contact 

all those involved in order to cancel the event.  If you 

have any questions regarding whether the event will be held or not, please call the 

church office. 

All Church Services:  Sunday/Wednesday or Special Church Services will NOT be 

cancelled because of inclement weather.  If for any reason you feel unsafe to travel 

because of the weather, please stay home.   To eliminate any kind of confusion over 

whether or not we will cancel Church Service, please know that the answer will always 

be, “We will NOT cancel on account of bad weather.”  There is simply no need to 

cancel when both pastors live within walking distance of the church.  With this in mind, 

please use your discretion when choosing to set out when the weather is bad.  First and 

foremost – be careful and stay safe.    
 

***************************************************************************** 

News from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
 

Digital Learning 

The digital age has made its way into our Pre-Kindergarten this school year!  The traditional marker 

and white board has given way to Mimio technology that turns our regular white board into an 

interactive learning tool.   

Our classrooms have a tradition of upholding high standards for learning.  Therefore, the progress seen 

by incorporating digital teaching and learning tools into our lessons seems only fitting.   

While not all of our classrooms use digital technology, any lesson using the Mimio board is highly 

motivational and very popular with the students.  On January 3rd, Mrs. Heiss will attend a Webinar 

hosted by the Lutheran Educator’s Association on incorporating technology into the early childhood 

classroom.    

The Mimio Board is not merely a passive learning tool.  It is yet another way for us to spread the Good 

News about Jesus.  Through this gift, students are given the opportunity to interact with Bible stories 

and music that glorify God.   

A Bible verse that is very applicable to all of the above is I Corinthians 10:31, "So whether you eat or 

drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God." May we give God the honor as we use 

technology! 

Playground Fundraiser 

Thanks to everyone who participated in our recent fundraiser through the Kleinhenn company.  Friends 

of Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten purchased $946.00 worth of cards and gifts in order to raise 

money for a new playground fort.  This should equal a profit of about $378.00! 

For a school tour or for more information about our Pre-Kindergarten program, contact Mrs. Chrissy 

Heiss at 816-741-8031 or at christpk@christlc.com. 

mailto:christpk@christlc.com


New directories! 
Our new “Directory of Disciples” will be coming out soon after the start of the new year.  
PLEASE look at the 2011 directory and check your information.  If there is anything that needs 
to be updated, please contact the church office so we can make the necessary updates.  Let us 
know of updates before the directory is printed, so your fellow members (and your Pastors), 
will be able to reach you.  Thank you!!!! 
 

***************************************************************************** 
Greetings to you in the name of our Messiah, Jesus Christ.   

You are invited to learn more about K-8 Christian education at MLA: 

Join us at our Open House on Thursday, January 19, 2012 from 4:00 – 7:00 pm.  Meet 

the teachers and tour our facility!  Come to 7112 N Overland Drive, Kansas City, MO 

64151.  816-734-1060 

www.martinlutheracademy.org 

Nurturing students spiritually, emotionally, and academically. 

 State and Nationally Accredited 

 Certified teachers 

 Before- and After-School Care  is available 

 Offering a variety of co-curricular and extra-curricular activities: 

 Basketball 

 Soccer 

 Volleyball 

 Track 

 Cheerleading 

 Band & Choir 

 Student Council 

 National Junior Honor Society 

Yours in Christ, 

Principal Rick Schneider 

 

**************************************************************************** 
A note from our friends at Hillcrest: 
Dear faithful servants of Christ Lutheran,   
What an amazing year and amazing families we have seen pass through your apartment on 
their way to self-sufficiency with Hillcrest. As I sat reflecting on the names and faces of the 
families, I felt led to share them with you in thanks for all you have done to make this possible. 
Here are their stories…… 

 Heather and her three children were such a joy to work with as she worked long hours at 

Wal-Mart. We all fell in love with Heather and loved meeting her needs (which were very 

few) and wished them well as she moved to Bonner Springs to be closer to her job and her 

children’s father. Thank you for making it possible for Heather. She saved $3,085 and paid 

off $600 in debt. Thank you so much! 

 Zarilah moved in suddenly with her three children and nowhere else to turn. She worked 

at a restaurant in the city and while she worked, her oldest son cared for his siblings. 

What an amazing young man and we loved watching them all bloom while safe and 

secure at Hillcrest. In the end, Zarilah saved $2,521 and paid off $2,419 in debt. Thank you! 

 Next, you provided a place for Aimee and her four children. When we discovered Aimee 

had a fiancé sleeping in stairwells of apartment buildings, we helped them become a 

family as he truly loved all of them and they worked opposite shifts ensuring the children 

were taken care of in the evening. Thanks to the donated vehicle Christ Lutheran helped 

get running, they were able to become truly self-sufficient!  

http://www.martinlutheracademy.org/


 We have rarely seen a more determined person then Shalonda as she went to school full 

time during the day, then went to work in the evening from 11pm until 7am. She still 

engaged with the community here and modeled her love of Christ to all residents. 

Shalonda now has her own place without fear of being homeless ever again. Shalonda 

saved $1222 and paid off debt of $1503. Thank you Christ Lutheran!  

 In your apartment now is the gentlest soul I have yet to encounter at Hillcrest. She has 

seven children and needed a place to be able to finally leave her abusive husband. There is 

no other shelter in the KC Metro area able to accommodate this size family, but with 

your support, Hillcrest was able to ensure their safety and a place for her to become self-

sufficient.  

Thank you Christ Lutheran for serving the homeless in Platte County. We can’t do what 

we do without you. Truly, Thank You! 

 

Notes on the Liturgy #18 – Lord’s Prayer, Communion and Peace 

In connection to the Lord’s Supper we speak the Lord’s Prayer.  Note the fifth petition, 

“…and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive…” Having prayed for forgiveness, we 
receive it by faith as the body & blood is given to us under the bread and the wine. 

Thus, in Communion, God gives us a resounding and immediate “yes” to our request. 
Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper the night He was betrayed. The Lord’s Supper is the 

“blood of the covenant.” It is Jesus’ promise and assurance to us that we are partakers 
of His grace. Each time it is offered the pastor reads the words of institution. In these 

words Jesus speaks to us and informs us that we are receiving His body and blood in the 
bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sin. Different churches have different customs 

how often the Lord’s Supper is offered. The early church celebrated it every Sunday. 

Communion was the center of worship for they understood the church is bound together 
in one body as we all partake of the one loaf (I Cor. 10:17). 

Communion’s first purpose is a meal of forgiveness. God is doing this for us. The above 
verse also shows us that it is a meal of unity. Thus the things that strike against unity of 

the church also strike against the purpose of the Lord’s Supper. If we needlessly, sinfully 
stir up dissension in the church among Christian brothers and sisters we are actually 

sinning against the body and blood of Christ. Even more importantly, when someone 
holds to false doctrine or unites themselves with a church body that teaches error this 

too works against one of the purposes of the Lord’s Supper. For this reason we practice 
close(d) Communion. 

After the words of institution, the pastor gives the Peace, “The peace of the Lord be with 
you always.” Some pastors may have the custom of raising the elements up into the air 

to clearly show that our peace with God comes through Christ or make the sign of the 
cross because the meal is given as a blessing for the people. The people of God respond 

with the simple confession, “Amen.” “Yes, yes, it shall be so” – this meal does indeed 

bring this promised peace. 
 
These notes were originally written in 2001 by Pastor David Oberdieck and have been edited.  The entire series of 

articles may be found at http://steadfastlutherans.org/liturgy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/I%20Cor%2010.17


***************************************************************************** 

(The following information is from the Missouri District regarding Joplin.) 

Joplin Relief Efforts 

Current financial gifts given through the Missouri District are $148,152.80 
(12/8/11). These gifts have been received by the Missouri District to aid Immanuel 
Lutheran Church to provide needed assistance to Joplin residents. 

Trent Davis, Immanuel’s director of disaster response sent the following: “The 
Lord has blessed us with the ability to get five decent sized projects under roof 
before the weather has gotten too ugly here, however we have only a few teams 
committed from Dec-Feb. We need additional teams. All help will be greatly 

appreciated. Types of skills we are looking for include: electricians, plumbers, 
HVAC, drywall, painters and interior trim. Not everyone on a team needs to be 
skilled but we need enough skilled folks to give direction to the willing. Thanks 
and Blessings!” 

Contact information for Trent is:  
Director of Disaster Response Trent Davis  
Immanuel Lutheran Church – LCMS; 2616 Connecticut Ave; Joplin, MO 64804;  
417.624.0333 | fax: 417.624.2774; tdavis@immanueljoplin.com 

mailto:tdavis@immanueljoplin.com

