
Email from 12/17/2021 

Subject:  Church Updates: December 17th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-family, 

The following is a devotion from Dr. Gregory Seltz from the Lutheran Center for 

Religious Liberty: 

Today’s verses are Luke 7:31-35, where Jesus says, 

“To what then shall I compare the people of this generation, and what are they 

like? 32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another, 

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not 

weep.’33 For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and 

you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34 The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you 

say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 

sinners!’ 35 Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.” 

Does the Lord Amuse Us or Call Us to Faith? 

Fickle or Faithful? Childlike or childish? These are the basic issues in our reading. 

Jesus confronts a crowd one day and he calls them to account. He basically says that 

they are missing the whole point. The work of God is not merely for one’s 

amusement. It is rather for our very lives and salvation. He uses the example of 

children playing “childishly” to point out a brutal fact. Children are often not as 

“childlike” as we would believe, namely, joyfully trusting and obedient. All too often 

they are “childish,” that is, fickle, inattentive, and even mean. It’s like when we were 

kids. One group wanted to play a happy game. But the others said it was too silly; 

they wanted to play something serious. However, their suggestion was too somber or 

gloomy for the first group. Fickle, never satisfied, childish, and unhappy, no matter 
what we do. Does that sound like someone you know? 

Truth be told, we are all childish at times. Just take an honest look at how we often 

treat people, even those we love. It’s often with actions that are the opposite of 

“childlike” wonder and joy that honors others as gifts from God. Rather, our treatment 

of others could often be described as a “childish” misuse of a cherished relationship 

merely to get what we want on our terms. But, as bad as that is, it is much worse when 

we are childish about the things of God. In our text, Jesus is calling us all not to play 

childish games with the things of God. When God calls us to repentance, He is calling 

us to take our need for Him seriously. When He calls us to faith in His forgiveness 

and mercy, He’s calling us to take His grace seriously too. Repentant faith in the 

person and work of Jesus -- now that’s something to be received with childlike joy 
and wonder, not fickle childishness and discontent. 



So as you count down the days until Christmas, let the incredible message of the 

manger, the cross, and the resurrection bring you awe and wonder! And may that 

bring you hope and peace each day. Jesus makes this offer boldly, as if He’s 

declaring, “When I say this, you can take it to the bank!” Actually, He says, “Wisdom 

is justified by all her children.” This means that taking the message of John the 

Baptizer and Jesus to heart is a gift that always comes through for us, one that never 

lets us down. Consider all the people who have come to such faith as a testimony to 

God’s faithfulness, because it is for you too. 

  

Attention: There will NOT be a Parish family email update sent out on either 

December 24th or December 31st. The next email will be sent out on January 7th. 

Christmas Service Schedule: 

 Christmas Eve: 

o 3 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 

o 6 p.m. Lessons and Carols 

o 10 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 

 Christmas Day: 10 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

 New Year’s Eve: 7 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

  

Epiphany Divine Service with Holy Communion: Thursday, January 6th at 7 p.m. 

Do plan to join us. 

Please note: We will NOT have Church Services on Wednesday, December 22nd, 

29th or January 5th. In place of our Wednesday Service on the 5th is our Epiphany 

Service on the 6th at 7 p.m. 

New Organ Update: Installation of our new Allen Organ is set for January 17th and 

18th. God willing, installation will be complete by Wednesday the 19th so we can have 

our regular Service with organ music. 

January is just around the corner which means the ladies from Christ Lutheran will 

be back to playing Bunco soon. We will meet the second Monday of each month. Our 

first game night will be January 10, 2022 at 6 p.m. Please email Janet Jones 

at janetljones9@gmail.com so she can start a list of participants and also have a head 

mailto:janetljones9@gmail.com


count for our first game night. She will send out a group email with more details as we 

get closer to the date. 

SR-LYF/JR-LYF Ski Trip Sign-Up: The annual LYF Ski Trip to Chestnut 

Mountain in Galena, Illinois will take place Saturday, February 19 thru Monday, 

February 21, 2022. Sign-up may continue as long as accommodations are still 

available. See Deacon immediately if you have any questions. 

Please take your 2022 offering envelopes located in the Narthex next to the church 

entrance. Thank you. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service (10:45 

a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you 

can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Service. 

Don’t Forget … we update our website with new material every week. Make it a 

habit to check it out: www.christlc.net 

We are truly Thankful… for our church family at Christ Lutheran. Whether it be our 

Elders, Directors, Altar Guild, organists and musicians, our many teachers, helpers 

and other volunteers, your efforts, love and support have not gone unnoticed. Thank 

you so much… all of you… for what you do for your church. 

The Church and Pre-K staff would like to wish all of you a very blessed Christmas 

and a happy New Year. 

Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, give us childlike hearts with faith in You this Christmas and 

always. Amen. 

In Christ’s Service,  

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
http://www.christlc.net/

