
Email from 12/10/2021 

Subject:  Church Updates: December 10th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish Family, 

As the celebration of Jesus’ birth draws closer and closer, make plans to prepare. 

Primary is His word, “I am the Way… no one comes to the Father, but by Me.” At 

Christmas we praise God, who provided that Way and prepared for that gift by many 

promises. 

Make plans to prepare… but how do we go about preparing? A major theme for 

Advent is preparation – “Prepare the Way,” we hear. But to just say “preparation” 

doesn’t help us to know what exactly we are to do in order to prepare the way the 

Lord would have us prepare. We know how to prepare the house… it might be a 

hassle but we know how to do it. We know how to prepare the food and prepare the 

party. But how do we prepare the way for our Lord’s coming? It is true that by 

hearing, believing, obeying His Word we become ready. Of His many words none is 

more striking for preparation than “Repent!” 

John preached repentance before Jesus appeared for Baptism. “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.” After He was imprisoned Jesus picked up the same 

theme, saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent, and 

believe in the Gospel.” 

Now for us we know that Jesus said angels rejoice over sinners who repent. When 

Jesus’ birth was announced, they called Him, “Jesus, for He will save people from 

their sins.” It was sin which brought Him to earth and for which He made payment 

with His life. 

How do we prepare? We prepare with repentance. Repentance is to turn from sin and 

turn to God for pardon and power. Such turning can be effected not by mans will or 

decision, but only by the power of God through the holy Gospel. 

The Lord’s teaching, like the apostles’, linked together repentance and forgiveness, 

repentance and faith in the Gospel. Repentance leads to Jesus Christ, “the lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world.” Through Him the world is reconciled to God 

and we find the Way to the Father. Jesus is the only way to Him who created us. 

Our baptism teaches us that by contrition and repentance we should daily drown our 

Old Adam with all its evil thoughts and desires. Thus by repentance God helps us 

change our mind about loving what is evil, so that we come to despise it, ever praising 



the God who frees us from guild and shame, judgment and wrath, by the sacrifice of 

His Son. Jesus is our grace. 

  

Elders, Church Members, and All-Youth: Christmas Caroling for Others – THIS 

SATURDAY: This annual event will take place on Saturday, December 11, beginning 

at 2:00 PM. Our group will gather at church, drive to the homes of a few members of 

our parish, and sing Christmas hymns and carols. After we are done, all are invited to 

the home of Joe and Becki Graham for refreshments and fellowship. 

This Sunday… 

At Our 8 A.M. Service, we welcome two new members to our parish family through 

Adult Confirmation: Jonathon Cox (and his son David) and Andrew Rund. 

At Our 10:45 A.M. Service, the infant daughter of Alexis and Jacob Davis receives 

the blessing of Holy Baptism. Welcome to our parish family. 

Also, This Sunday… we will be blessed to hear the musical offerings of Kendyll 

Fredde and Kaelyn Rothert who will play a piano duet, and our vocal choir along with 

Lisa Rogers who will accompany on the flute. What a blessing to our Parish-family to 

have these beautiful additions to our Divine Service. 

Also… This Sunday, Christmas Ornament “Give Out”: At the conclusion of the 

8:00 AM service, and right before the 10:45 AM service, children from our parish will 

be inside the narthex giving out the ornaments they made back in November. 

New Organ Update: The new organ that we purchased this past summer is nearly 

complete and ready to ship. They have been carrying out tests on the electronics these 

past couple of weeks and they are almost finished. Since Christmas is right around the 

corner, we decided to install the new organ soon after January 1st. 

We are once again using poinsettias to beautify our sanctuary this Advent/Christmas 

season. If you’d like to purchase a plant or two, please sign up in the narthex and use 

the envelopes for your payment. Plants are $14, and you can take your plant after 

Christmas. 

Children to Sing at December 15 Advent Service: ALL children from our parish 

are invited to sing Christmas songs together at our final Advent Service (December 

15) at 7:00 PM. Weekday School children will “stay thru” from their regular day, and 

Sunday School children (not enrolled in Weekday School) will be asked to be in their 



regular classrooms no later than 6:40 PM for a little practice. Weekday School 

students will walk into church together and sit in the front two pews (Font side) while 

all other students will sit with their parents until the end of the service, when the 

children will be asked to come forward to sing. Sunday School children will be given 

a letter and song sheet at Sunday School. Deacon can provide a letter and song sheet 

to families that won’t be in attendance at Sunday School. 

Special Sunday School – December 19: On Sunday, December 19, at the regular 

Sunday School hour (9:30-10:30 AM), our Sunday School children will have a special 

celebration of Jesus’ Birthday! Students will first meet in their classrooms at 9:30, 

then rotate thru other rooms with special activities in each. Don’t miss this special 

day! 

SR-LYF/JR-LYF Ski Trip Sign-Up: The annual LYF Ski Trip to Chestnut 

Mountain in Galena, Illinois will take place Saturday, February 19 thru Monday, 

February 21, 2022. We are seeking a minimum of 12 participants to be signed-up by 

December 12. A bloc of rooms needs to be secured immediately, so PLEASE sign-up 

by, December 12. If a minimum of 12 participants are not making a plan to attend, the 

event will be postponed until 2023. Details and the chance to sign-up can be found on 

the poster inside the Fellowship Commons. 

Offering Envelopes and Advent Devotional: Be sure to pick up your offering 

envelopes located in the narthex. Also, take one of the “Symbols of Salvation” Advent 

devotionals while you are at it. 

Christmas Service Schedule: 

 Christmas Eve: 

o 3 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 

o 6 p.m. Lessons and Carols 

o 10 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 

 Christmas Day: 10 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

 New Year’s Eve: 7 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

  

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w


Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service (10:45 

a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you 

can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Service. 

Don't Forget… we update our website with new material every week. Make it a habit 

to check it out: www.christlc.net 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we pray your blessing upon our time of anticipation 

and hope during this season of Advent. Grant us peace and comfort to know that you 

are with us as you have shown by giving your Son our Savior Jesus Christ into this 

world at Christmas. In His name we pray, Amen. 

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. 

In Christ’s Service,  

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
http://www.christlc.net/

