
Email from 12/03/2021 

Subject:  Church Updates: December 3rd – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Church-family, 

This month of December will see our message of hope turn from our cries of “Oh 

Come, Oh Come Immanuel,” to “Behold, I Bring You Good News of Great Joy.” 

We move from Advent into Christmas. 

Have you received any “good news” lately? A Christmas bonus at work is always 

good news. However, in these tough times such news is probably more the exception 

than the rule. Of course, there are many different sources of good news. News doesn’t 

have to focus solely on the state of how things seem in the world today. The 

anticipation of family and friends getting together for Christmas, reunions with people 

we love, and the opportunity to give of ourselves can also be placed in the category of 

what we would call, “good news.” 

During this upcoming Christmas season we anticipate looking forward to the good. 

Also, we anticipate there will be the “same ole” bad news we’ve been hearing as well. 

We live in a world where we are exposed to bad news much of the time. Economic 

concerns, virus variants, and so much more fill the headlines. We listen to the evening 

television newscast and hear about daily mishaps, homicides, and corruption. 

Sometimes we get to the point where we dread to hear what potentially could happen 

next in this unstable and sometimes horrifying world we live in today. 

News that can spell the difference between life and death should certainly be 

classified and considered, “news worthy!” News that brings us a message of life in 

Christ Jesus is the best news we could ever receive. Today I bring you “Good News” 

of great joy which shall be to all people: This “Good News” is spelled with capital 

letters because it relates to Jesus Christ. “For unto you is born this day in the City of 

David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). This is indeed GOOD NEWS. 

On November 28th we began a new Church Year. Advent gives us the opportunity to 

sing, “Oh come, Oh Come Immanuel.” Advent prepares us for what is coming in 

Christmas when we will hear, “Behold, I bring you Good News of great joy.” And joy 

is certainly what we need in this age of “not so good” news. Keep in mind that the 

Good News of Jesus comes to us in the anticipation of the celebration of Christmas, 

but also, and more importantly, in the promise of our Lord’s coming again on the last 

day. Often the cry of Advent points us toward our Lord’s coming again when we 

sing Oh Come, Oh Come Immanuel. 



Rejoice with your fellow Christians as we celebrate Advent and Christmas this month. 

The “Good News” is here. And this “Good News” is much better than just news. It’s a 

gift of a child -- our Savior born in Bethlehem. It’s more than news -- its life coming 

to us as today and every day in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

This Sunday at the 10:45 a.m. Service, the infant daughter of Shannon and Jeremy 

Fall receives the blessing of Holy Baptism. 

Funeral Service for Martha Carr will be 2 p.m. today, Friday. Visitation is at 1 p.m. 
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful servants.” Psalm 116:15 

This Sunday during the Bible Study Hour. Scott Dixon, our Martin Luther 

Academy principal, and Nate Gosch, School Board President, will be presenting at the 

beginning of Bible study. Come get the updated information and future plans for 

MLA. After they are done we will be continue with our current study. 

Advent Midweek Services: Our Theme this year is Symbols of Salvation. Join us at 

10 a.m. with dessert to follow or 7 p.m. with Advent meal starting at 5:45 p.m. We 

will be livestreaming the next two Midweek Advent Services. 

Children to Sing at December 15 Advent Service: ALL children from our parish 

are invited to sing Christmas songs together at our final Advent Service (December 

15) at 7:00 PM. Weekday School children will “stay thru” from their regular day, and 

Sunday School children (not enrolled in Weekday School) will be asked to be in their 

regular classrooms no later than 6:40 PM for a little practice. Weekday School 

students will walk into church together and sit in the front two pews (Font side) while 

all other students will sit with their parents until the end of the service, when the 

children will be asked to come forward to sing. Sunday School children will be given 

a letter and song sheet at Sunday School. Deacon can provide a letter and song sheet 

to families that will not be in attendance Sunday morning. 

Christmas Service Schedule: 

 Christmas Eve: 

o 3 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 

o 6 p.m. Lessons and Carols 

o 10 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 

 Christmas Day: 10 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 



 New Year’s Eve: 7 p.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion 

We are once again using poinsettias to beautify our sanctuary this Advent/Christmas 

season. If you’d like to purchase a plant or two, please sign up in the Narthex and use 

the envelopes for your payment. Plants are $14, and you can take your plant after 

Christmas. 

Be sure to take an Advent devotional from the Narthex or lounge area for your 

personal/family bible study during this Advent season. And join us for our Midweek 

Advent service on Wednesday – 10am or 7pm. Stay for desserts and fellowship after 

the morning service, or come early (5:45pm) for the evening service for a meal and a 

chance to visit with your fellow parish family. 

SR-LYF/JR-LYF Christmas Shopping for Others: This annual event will take 

place on Sunday, December 5, beginning at 5:00 PM. Our group will gather at church 

inside the Ephphatha Room, review our lists, have a devotion, then head out to shop 

for about 20 children that are being served by the ministry team at Our Redeemer 

Lutheran Church (711 S Benton Blvd., KCMO). Upon returning to church, gifts will 

be wrapped. Supper will be served! Youth AND Adults are needed for this rewarding 

service! 

Elders, Church Members, and All-Youth: Christmas Caroling for Others – NEXT 

SATURDAY: This annual event will take place on Saturday, December 11, beginning 

at 2:00 PM. Our group will gather at church, drive to the homes of a few members of 

our parish, and sing Christmas hymns and carols. After we are done, all are invited to 

the home of Joe and Becki Graham for refreshments and fellowship. 

The Music Department of Lutheran High School of Kansas City invites you to 

join in the celebration of the season at the school’s annual Christmas Concert. The 

event will be held at St. Stephen Lutheran Church in Liberty this Sunday, December 

5th at 7:00 PM. Both Bell Choirs, the Concert Choir, and Concert Band will perform. 

Everyone is welcome! 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, grant us peace and comfort in this tremulous world. 

Keep us ever mindful of your precious gifts. Have us to focus on your coming during 

this Advent Season. In Jesus Name. Amen. 

The Lord bless you and keep you always, 

In Christ, Pastor Arnold 

 


