
Email from 11/18/2022 

Subject:  Church Updates: November 18th – from Pastor Froiland 

Dear fellow redeemed, 

What is Thanksgiving? 

Thanksgiving is our country’s national day of giving thanks.  It’s a day we give thanks 

to God for His many blessings to us.  It’s not to be confused with idolatry, which 

springs from false gratitude.  In other words, it’s not enough to acknowledge that we 

have received gifts.  True thanksgiving identifies the One who gave the gifts and gives 

glory to Him and to Him alone.  By faith, we see through God’s gifts to the ultimate 

Gift: Christ Jesus.  In fact, we see this most clearly in the Sacrament of the 

Altar.  Under the forms of bread and wine, the Lord Jesus, who once and for all 

offered up to God His body and blood on the cross to take away the sin of the world, 

gives us to eat and drink this same body and blood for the forgiveness of our 

sins.  God gives this most important gift.  And what does the pastor say beforehand? 

“It is truly meet right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.”  

The word Eucharist comes from the Greek word for “giving thanks.”  That’s why the 

Sacrament of the Altar is sometimes called the Eucharist.  We receive it again on 

Thanksgiving Day in thanksgiving to God.  That’s another way of saying it is received 

in faith.  The reason there is true thanksgiving is because there is faith in the One who 

gives this blessed gift.  Christ responded to the expression of thanksgiving from the 

leper who returned with the words, “Rise and go your way; your faith has saved 

you.”  Thanksgiving to God is this very confession of faith.  And so we do well to 

give Thanksgiving to the One True God.  

  

Sunday’s sermon: In the parable, who is the bridegroom and who are the wise and 

foolish virgins? When is the time for faith? When is the time for sight? How does 

Jesus call us today? 

Sunday morning we welcome Truman Smith, and Philip Meekins and Mollie 

Zgutowicz into our parish family through adult confirmation. 

The call committee has scheduled a congregational meeting for Sunday, December 

4th at 7:00PM in the Ephphatha room. We will have a pizza and salad dinner prior to 

the meeting at 6:30PM. The call committee plans to go over the results of the 

congregational self-study, present an updated Senior pastor ministry description, and 



will have a recommendation. Please RSVP for the pizza /salad dinner 

to Jramos1466@gmail.com or 816-519-7438. (A free will donation will be received to 

help cover the cost of the food.) 

Weekday School: We need your help! Our enrollment for 1st and 2nd grades is so 

big that we would like to add another class for the second semester. If you are willing 

to teach God’s children from January to May on Wednesdays please call Carla Jones 

at 816-547-4751. 

If you’re in town for Thanksgiving, come join us for our Thanksgiving Day service 

at 10:00AM. 

We will be decorating for Christmas with poinsettias. If you’d like to help you can 

purchase a plant or two (that you can take home after Christmas Day service). There 

will be a sign up on the board in the narthex and envelopes provided for payment. 

The season of Advent starts next Sunday, the 27th.  We will have our midweek 

Advent services on November 30th, December 7th, and December 14th, at both 

10:00AM and 7:00PM. There will be desserts following the morning services, and 

Advent meals beginning at 5:45PM before the evening services. Our Christmas 

schedule is as follows: Christmas Eve services will be at 3:00PM, 6:00PM, and 

10:00PM. On Christmas Day we will have one service at 10:00AM, and there will be 

no Sunday School or Bible class. 

Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten has been hosting a food drive for Immanuel 

Lutheran Church through this month. Items will be taken to Immanuel Tuesday 

morning. If you’d like to donate, please have your items at Christ Lutheran by 

Monday afternoon. Please bring only non-perishable items. These are the top 

requested items: peanut butter, jelly, canned soups, tuna, canned chicken, sardines, 

Vienna sausages, Spam, boxes of dressing, pasta sauce, cereal, pasta, macaroni, toilet 

paper, paper towels. 

Altar Guild Openings - Altar Guild has a couple of open positions to help set up and 

put away communion and related items. It’s a once-a-month opportunity to work on a 

great team. Currently, we have open positions to serve on 2nd Sundays, 2nd Wednesday 

services. Altar Guild has 2 meetings per year followed by a potluck, once in the spring 

and once in the fall. To name a few activities, we decorate the sanctuary for 

Christmas, Easter, etc., and provide goodies on 5th Sundays to raise funds for the 

decorations. If you are interested in serving or learning more about Altar Guild, please 

contact Judy Gibson 816.859.9868. 

There will be no email next week, the 25th. 

mailto:Jramos1466@gmail.com


Access to Livestream: You can view the Divine Service (10:45 a.m.) on Sunday on 

our Facebook page. 

Don't Forget to make it a habit to check it out our website: www.christlc.net 

Prayer – Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning and You graciously 

provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 

acknowledge Your goodness, give thanks for Your benefits, and serve You in willing 

obedience all our days; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

In His service, Pastor Froiland 

https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
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