
Email from 11/11/2021 

Subject:  Church Updates: November 11th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Church-family, 

Today we celebrate Veterans Day as we remember with thanksgivings those faithful 

men and women who fought and died for our freedom. 

But did you know today is also a special day for another reason? Today is known as 

Martin of Tours Day in the church. The following is a story of his heroic service to 

both God and citizenry: 

Just a little more than three hundred years after Jesus Christ walked this earth there 

was a man born in a small town in what is now the country of Hungary. The name 

given to this man was Martin. He was the son of a Roman Soldier. Like most of the 

people in what was called “the Roman Empire” in the west Christianity was very 

scarce. His mother and father were pagans and did not believe in the Lord. When 

Martin was about ten years old he found his way to a Christian Church and began to 

take instruction. This, of course, was done against the wishes of his parents. As Martin 

grew, he became what his father was – a soldier in the Roman guard. 

One day, when Martin was guarding a gate in the city of Amiens in northern France, 

he came across a man who was nearly freezing to death in the cold. He had very little 

clothing to keep himself warm. So, Martin tore his “military issued” cloak into two 

parts and shared half of it with this freezing man. That night, Martin had a dream. In 

his dream he saw Jesus standing before him with the half of his cloak that he shared 

with that freezing man at the gate that day. From that day on Martin knew what he 

was to do. He received a peaceful discharge from his duties as a Roman Soldier, got 

baptized, and dedicated the rest of his life in service to the Lord. 

Jesus said in Matthew 25, “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 

you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 

clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.” Jesus 

tells with us that when we feed, clothe, and help those who are in need – we are 

feeding, giving warmth and covering up nakedness, and assisting Christ Jesus 

Himself. Now that’s powerful imagery. 

They asked Martin to go to the city of Tours in France to be the Bishop there. He died 

on November 11th 397 A.D. And more than 1,400 years later a child born in Germany 

to a couple with the name Hans and Margaretta Luther was baptized on this very same 

day of the – November 11th (St. Martins Day). Of course, they would give him the 

same name at his Baptism – Martin Luther. 



We serve our neighbor because by so doing we serve God. I thank God for our service 

men and women who are willing to put their life on the line for our freedoms. I thank 

God for faithful men like Martin of Tours and Martin Luther who did not back down 

from fighting for the truth of the Gospel. I thank God for you, my brothers and sisters 

in Christ. Together we are workers in the vineyard. We are servants of the Most High. 

  

Kids For Christ and Little Lambs – Ornament-Making Day – This Sunday, 

November 14: Beginning at 4:00 PM in the Ephphatha Room, our younger children 

will gather to make ornaments that will be given away in December. Christmas music, 

hot chocolate, cookies and other treats will be part of this fun day together! 

Joint Worship Service with Oromo Congregation – November 21st, 10:45 
a.m. We will worship with our Oromo Congregation in the Ephphatha room and help 

them celebrate the reception of news members as well as a host of baptisms. We 

rejoice with them as their congregation continues to grow as the Lord brings His 

people to faith. Do plan to join us. 

We need host families… who will be willing to house a few individuals and families 

coming from out of town for the Oromo Conference. Can you help? Please let Pastor 

Arnold know. 

Don’t Forget… Woman’s Retreat at church this weekend and Junior High Retreat 

down at Heit’s Point. 

Thanks to everyone who wrote Thrivent Action Teams for the Action Team work 

group here at Christ Lutheran. December 31 is coming fast upon us. If you have 2021 

Action Teams left please consider writing one for the purchase of fleece kits which 

will be made for our blanket donation. If not used by December 31 the $250.00 

remains at Thrivent. Please contact Heidi Scroggins with any questions. Many Thanks 

- your Action Team! 

SR-LYF/JR-LYF Ski Trip Sign-Up: The annual LYF Ski Trip to Chestnut 

Mountain in Galena, Illinois will take place Saturday, February 19 thru Monday, 

February 21, 2022. We are seeking a minimum of 12 participants to be signed-up by 

December 12. A bloc of rooms needs to be secured immediately, so PLEASE sign-up 

by December 12. If a minimum of 12 participants are not making a plan to attend, the 

event will be postponed until 2023. Details and the chance to sign-up can be found on 

the poster inside the Fellowship Commons. 



Thanksgiving Day Service, November 25th: Divine Service with Holy Communion 

at 10 a.m. Do plan on “giving thanks” with your fellow believers in the Lord’s House 

this year. 

Ladies Bunco night has been revived due to the overwhelming positive response. It 

will be held the second Monday of each month beginning January 10, 2022. Please 

watch your email inbox for updates as we get closer to the new year. 

Thank you… to all those who participated in last Saturday’s Fall Clean-up Day. We 

still have plenty of leaves to pick up… can you lend a hand? Please let us know. 

Thank you. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service (10:45 

a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you 

can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Service. 

Don't Forget… we update our website with new material every week. Make it a habit 

to check it out: www.christlc.net 

Prayer – Lord God of hosts, Your servant Martin the soldier embodied the spirit of 

sacrifice. He became a bishop in your Church to defend the faith. Give us grace to 

follow in his steps so that when our Lord returns we may be clothed with the 

baptismal garment of righteousness and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

God’s richest blessings to you! 

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
http://www.christlc.net/

