
Email from 11/05/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: November 5th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish family, 

Jesus once said to His disciples, “You did not choose me, but I chose you” (John 

15:16). That’s the wonder of being what you are – a child of God – an adopted son or 

daughter. We weren’t born that way nor do we have the right to claim that title, 

because sin has torn us from the beautiful father/child relationship we were meant to 

have with God. In a sense, Adam and Eve “ran away from home” when they 

disobeyed God, and humanity has been running from Him ever since. From the time 

we’re born, we’re spiritual orphans and misfits, homeless waifs without love or hope 

or promise. 

But the Father’s love for us is so great that He sent our Brother, Jesus Christ, to bring 

us back into this runaway world, and even though He had the right of a Son, He 

became an orphan on the cross, one forsaken by His Father, one who literally went to 

hell and back to win for us forgiveness and the right of adoption as God’s children. By 

His death and resurrection, Jesus earned the privilege for you and me to call God 

“Father,” an honor we claim only by faith. We are reconciled to God, wayward 

children “picked out special” by God’s love and adopted into the eternal family. 

In the New Testament this whole reality of adoption is made clear to include each and 

every one of us. Romans 8 says, “for all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of 

God… you have received the adoption as sons…” Galatians 3:26 says, “For in Christ 

Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.” And then a little further in chapter 4 

Paul says, “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 

might receive adoption as sons.” Here is the idea that by a deliberate act adoption on 

the part of God the Christian enters into the family of God. His entry into that family 

is an act and a gift of God. 

We do well to remember this fact…while all are children of God in the sense that they 

owe their lives to Him, they only become children of God in the intimate and loving 

sense of the term by an act of God’s work of reaching out to us and calling us His 

very own chosen and “adopted” children. The child being teased on the playground 

was right – and it’s right for us as well. can say, “My Heavenly Father loves me so 

much that He picked me out special.” 

1 John 3:2 says, “Beloved, we ARE God’s children now…” Now means now. It’s 

present tense for whatever age you happen to be. It’s present tense because of who 

God made us to be today – adopted children – adopted saints. In the light of our 



celebration of All Saints’ Day this coming Sunday, we have the opportunity to 

remember those who have gone before us into heaven. We call them saints – they 

have received their crown of glory. But they are not the only ones. “Saint” in All 

Saints’ Day is a reference to each and every one of you. You are saints by virtue of 

who you are made to be by the one who gave you all that you need. You are a saint by 

virtue of your precious baptism. He made you His very own “saintly” child. 

“Beloved, we are God’s children now,” says John. How? By adoption. God chose 

you. “See what kind of love the Father has given to us” (1 John 1:3). 

  

Fall Clean-Up Day – Join us THIS SATURDAY… from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the 

church. We will gather outside to clean up leaves and other things. Also, we will need 

help inside to tidy up the sanctuary and other places around the church. 

Calling all Preschoolers through 4th Graders!!!! You are invited to attend 

a FREE Extravaganza/Carnival Fun Day at MLA, THIS Sunday, November 7 from 

2 pm – 4 pm. The day will include character visits and photo opportunities with KC 

Wolf, Santa, Elsa, Anna, Wonder Woman, Iron Man and Batman. We will also have a 

bounce house, games, snacks, prizes and lots more. Please contact Lisa Martens if you 

have any questions. (816) 217-6199 

We are looking to revive Christ Lutheran Women's Bunco night if we get enough 

interest. Ladies of Christ Lutheran, complete the 

survey https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/T5GFJ8J if you are interested in joining in 

the fun! If you have any questions, please contact Janet Jones 

(janetljones9@gmail.com). 

Kids For Christ and Little Lambs – Ornament-Making Day – November 
14: Beginning at 4:00 PM in the Ephphatha Room, our younger children will gather to 

make ornaments that will be given away in December. Christmas music, hot 

chocolate, cookies and other treats will be part of this fun day together! 

Joint Worship Service with Oromo Congregation – November 21st, 10:45 
a.m. We will worship with our Oromo Congregation in the Ephphatha room and help 

them celebrate the reception of news members as well as a host of baptisms. We 

rejoice with them as their congregation continues to grow as the Lord brings His 

people to faith. Do plan to join us. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/T5GFJ8J
mailto:janetljones9@gmail.com


Thanksgiving Day Service, November 25th: Divine Service with Holy Communion 

at 10 a.m. Do plan on “giving thanks” with your fellow believers in the Lord’s House 

this year. 

Last Sunday’s Livestream. Spectrum (our internet provider) notified us early 

Sunday morning that our internet would be down for routine service. We were not 

able to livestream but we recorded the Service and then posted it to YouTube, Vimeo 

and Facebook. You can now go to our respective pages and find the video of last 

Sunday’s Reformation Day Service. So sorry for the inconvenience. 

Know anyone considering Military Service? If so, please contact Pastor Arnold. 

Marine Corps PFC Benjamin Arnold is working with a local recruiter and is more 

than willing to speak with them. The military has many faithful chaplains that assist 

with the spiritual growth of our service men and women. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

ACCESS TO LIVESTREAM: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service 

(10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, 

you can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Service. 

DON’T FORGET… we update our website with new material every week. Make it a 

habit to check it out: www.christlc.net 

Prayer – Dear Heavenly Father, grant that all the faithful who are in Christ’s death 

and resurrection may die to sin and rise to newness of life and so pass with Him 

through the gate of death and the grave to their joyful resurrection, through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son our Lord, Amen. 

Every blessing to you. God grant you strength and peace. 

In Christ’s Service,  

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
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