
Email from 10/29/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: October 29th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish family, 

I imagine that a young Augustinian monk, not yet 33 years old, who walked from his 

monastery cloister toward the Castle Church in Wittenberg Germany on October 31st, 

1517 had no idea that what he would be doing that very day would still be talked 

about today. I imagine that Martin Luther had no idea that, while he wanted those 95 

theses debated and discussed, that someone would actually take it down off the church 

door the day before the crowds would gather to celebrate All Saints Day, and translate 

it from Latin – the language the theses were written in – to German and then use 

Guttenberg’s marvelous invention of the printing press to make sure more than just 

leaders in the church read them. I imagine that Martin Luther had no idea that he was 

about to change the world. 

But he felt that something must be done. It had gone on too long. John Tetzel was 

spouting off his false mantra that infuriated some, including Luther. Tetzel was selling 

indulgences, that is, pieces of paper that would guarantee the freedom of the 

soul from a place called purgatory so that it might immediately go to heaven. Tetzel 

would say, “As soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs.” 

You see, Pope Leo X needed to find a way to subsidize his massive project to build 

St. Peter’s Cathedral. This is how he could do it – sell souls out of purgatory and into 

heaven. If no one was going to stand up and say this is wrong, then who ever would? 

You see, the church was selling freedom to people. For themselves or the ones they 

love they could buy freedom from an imaginary holding place called purgatory – a 

place where Christians who are not quite good enough to get into heaven, and still 

needs to undergo further purification because of the evil they did on earth – would 

now be set free to go immediately into heavenly glory. How great of a deal is 

that! You can buy freedom. You can buy your way into heaven. Or so it was being 

taught. 

But one needs not to buy freedom into heaven. The price for freedom is not “a coin 

in the coffer.” The price of freedom is blood. And that blood was shed on a cross at 

Calvary on Good Friday. Jesus is the price of freedom – our freedom. For this reason 

he says to the Jews who believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 

disciples and you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.” 

Luther said this about our Christian life: “A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of 

all, subject to all.” We are both a free and yet dutiful servant. These things are 

opposites. How can we be both in one? Well, just as the Christian life is a paradox – 



two seeming contradictory things that come together to form one great truth, so is our 

life as free and slave men and women. We are freed by the gospel, nothing we do will 

earn God’s favor. Yet, we have been freed to be a servant. This, too, is what God has 

called the Christian to be – a servant of all, subject to all. This is a blessing as well. 

This Sunday is Reformation Day. Do celebrate with us in the Lord’s House. Invite a 

friend. We are God’s “freed” people. We are made free by Christ Jesus who gave 

everything to earn our place in heaven – by grace through faith. May God richly bless 

you and keep you. 

  

Fall Clean-Up Day – Join us on November 6th from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the church. 

We will gather outside to clean up leaves and other things. Also, we will need help 

inside to tidy up the sanctuary and other places around the church. 

Calling all Preschoolers through 4th Graders!!!! You are invited to attend 

a FREE Extravaganza/Carnival Fun Day at MLA, Sunday, November 7 from 2 pm – 

4 pm. The day will include character visits and photo opportunities with KC Wolf, 

Santa, Elsa, Anna, Wonder Woman and Batman. We will also have a bounce house, 

games, snacks, prizes and lots more. Please contact Lisa Martens if you have any 

questions. (816) 217-6199 

Ladies....Sunday is the LAST DAY to register for the upcoming Women's Retreat. 

You can register online at this link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5PX2CJV  or 

grab the paper registration form at the table near the soda machine at church. Great 

plans are being made for November 12th and 13th for in-depth bible study, fabulous 

fellowship and delectable food. You do not want to miss this opportunity to connect 

with other sisters in Christ. 

Thank you for all who attended our Annual Parish Meeting on October 24th. 

And thank you to our newly elected Directors: Tom Knopp, Tommy Knopp, Josh 

Repplinger, John Ramos, Eric Buse, Shawn Smith, Stephen O’Toole. We very much 

appreciate you stepping into these leadership positions. 

Joint Worship Service with Oromo Congregation – November 21st, 10:45 

a.m. We will worship with our Oromo Congregation in the Ephphatha room and help 

them celebrate the reception of news members as well as a host of baptisms. We 

rejoice with them as their congregation continues to grow as the Lord brings His 

people to faith. Do plan to join us. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5PX2CJV


Thanksgiving Day Service: Divine Service with Holy Communion at 10 a.m. Do 

plan on “giving thanks” with your fellow believers in the Lord’s House this year. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

ACCESS TO LIVESTREAM: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service 

(10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, 

you can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Service. 

DON’T FORGET… we update our website with new material every week. Make it a 

habit to check it out: www.christlc.net 

Reformation Day Prayer: Lord God of hosts, the Refuge of every sinner and the 

Strength of all who put their trust in you, we praise you for having made us partakers 

of the blessings of your Reformation. Without any merit on our part, you have sent 

your Holy Spirit into our hearts and brought us to faith in your dear Son, Jesus 

Christ. Amen 

In Christ’s Service, Pastor Arnold 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
http://www.christlc.net/

