
Email from 10/22/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: October 22nd – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-family, 

Back in 2018, I wrote the following article for The Lutheran Witness Blog. I thought I 

would share it with all of you. It’s called “He Was A Good Man.” Enjoy! 

My father passed away in 2003 at the age of 70. I was 29 years old. My family was 

young and I mourned the fact that my sons, just 6 and 3 years, only had a short time to 

know their grandfather who I thought was the greatest man to walk the face of the 

earth, save Jesus. My father was a hardworking laborer, a devoted husband, and a 

loving father and grandfather. At his funeral, many friends and acquaintances told me 

stories about his kindness toward others and his faithfulness toward God. Many times 

I heard, “He was a good man.” 

In Acts chapter 11 Barnabas was sent by the church in Jerusalem to Antioch. When he 

arrived he saw evidence of God’s grace and was glad. Acts says, “He exhorted the 

believers to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose, for he was a good man, 

full of the Holy Spirit and faith” (Acts 11:23-24a). If we follow Barnabas around the 

New Testament, we quickly discover that whatever he was called to do, he did – and 

he did it well. It was Barnabas who spoke up in defense of Paul when all the other 

Church leaders were fearful of the alleged new convert to Christianity (Acts 9:27). It 

was Barnabas who gave proof of his Christian love through his generosity to his 

needy brethren (Acts 4:36, 37). 

The words, “He was a good man,” aren’t usually words spoken in today’s world about 

the living. Maybe we are more accustomed to adjectives like, “strong,” “assertive,” or 

“powerful.” Maybe these are words we want people to use to describe us. “Good” is 

so dull and ordinary – but that is exactly and precisely what God looks for and desires 

in you and me. This is exactly and precisely what God sees in us by grace through 

faith. Though “he was a good man” is a common refrain at funerals, the Lord uses it 

to describe His “living” children as well. 

Yet, there is an interesting problem that surfaces in the lives of people who are good. 

They often think they don’t need any outside help. For us Christians, that line of 

thinking is exceptionally dangerous. God’s Word repeatedly warns us against thinking 

that we can make it on our own. Listen: “Therefore let anyone who thinks that he 

stands take heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12). Paul, here, is talking about a 

misplaced confidence in one’s own “goodness.” Christianity is faith in what God has 

done for us in and through Christ. Barnabas had faith and, therefore, was called 



“good.” The part about being “good” must go along with the part, “full of the Holy 

Spirit and faith.” 

My father was a good man. He was good at his job, being a neighbor and friend, being 

a husband, father, and grandfather. In all of these instances, he was good in what he 

was able to do for others. Yet, like Barnabas, he was only truly good by virtue of what 

he was in Christ – filled with the Holy Spirit and faith. He was “made good” by God’s 

grace through faith and, therefore, was a blessed tool used by God to share the love of 

Christ to others. 

People today still tell me, “Your father was a good man.” They are right! But he 

didn’t earn it. His Lord did. Jesus gave him every bit of goodness through His death 

and resurrection which made my father a saint. By God’s grace, you are too! Thanks 

be to God! 

  

Our Annual Parish Meeting is scheduled for 7PM this Sunday, October 24th. 

October 31st, Reformation Sunday. We will celebrate the Lord’s Supper at both 

services. Join us on the 504th anniversary of Luther posting his 95 Theses on the 

Castle Church door in Wittenberg. 

Fall Clean-Up Day – Join us on November 6th from 8 a.m. to noon at the church. We 

will gather outside to clean up leaves and other things. Also, we will need help inside 

to tidy up the sanctuary and other places around the church. 

Calling all Preschoolers through 4th Graders!!!! You are invited to attend 

a FREE Extravaganza/Carnival Fun Day at Martin Luther Academy, Sunday, 

November 7 from 2 pm – 4 pm. The day will include character visits and photo 

opportunities with KC Wolf, Santa, Elsa, Anna, Wonder Woman and Batman. We 

will also have a bounce house, games, snacks, prizes and lots more. Please contact 

Lisa Martens if you have any questions. (816) 217-6199 

Registration for the Women's Retreat will soon be closing. Ladies...we would love 

to have your company at the upcoming Women's Retreat, November 12th and 13th. 

Be sure to look at the information on a table near the soda machine at church. We will 

be studying Psalm 46:10 and enjoying the company of our sisters in Christ here at 

Christ Lutheran. You can also register online using this 

link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5PX2CJV Questions...Ask Andrea Arnold, 

Kelly Henrichs, or Jan Turner.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5PX2CJV


Joint Worship Service with Oromo Congregation – November 21st, 10:45 
a.m. We will worship with our Oromo Congregation in the Ephphatha room and help 

them celebrate the reception of news members as well as a host of baptisms. We 

rejoice with them as their congregation continues to grow as the Lord brings His 

people to faith. Do plan to join us. 

National Lutheran Youth Gathering Registration Continues: Youth entering 

9th grade (2022-23) all the way up to 20 year-olds (thru the last day of the Gathering) 

are eligible to attend the 2022 National Lutheran Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas. 

Actual dates of the Gathering are July 9-13, 2022 but our group is planning, right 

now, to leave late in the evening on July 5 and return late in the evening of July 

13. COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORMS MUST BE GIVEN TO DEACON NO 

LATER THAN SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31. 

SR-LYF and JR-LYF Sunday Fun Day at Worlds of Fun – SUNDAY: We will 

meet at Church right after the second service this Sunday, October 24 OR at the 

Worlds of Fun Front Gate at 12:30 PM (let Deacon know). Bring $10.00 to cover the 

cost of your admission. We will return to Church by 6:00 PM. Tickets/admissions 

have already been secured – speak with Deacon to see if there is still room. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

ACCESS TO LIVESTREAM: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service 

(10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, 

you can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Service. 

DON’T FORGET… we update our website with new material every week. Make it a 

habit to check it out: www.christlc.net 

Prayer – Dear Heavenly Father, grant us your peace and strength in our times of 

need. Guard our hearts and keep us and our loved ones ever secure in your faith. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
http://www.christlc.net/

