
Email from 9/10/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: September 10th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish family, 

This Sunday, the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity, we will focus on Matthew 6:33: 

“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things will be 

added unto you.” While studying this text, I was reminded of a story I once told. I 

thought I would tell it to you again as the devotion for the weekly parish email: 

A young, brand new pastor right out of the seminary is riding shotgun with an old, 

getting close to retirement, short, skinny, sort of a curmudgeon of a pastor in his 

Cadillac (whose last name starts with a “K”). They are talking to pass the time but the 

young pastor is also seeking guidance and direction for one of life’s difficult matters. I 

guess you could say this was the first time the young assistant pastor had asked the 

“well-seasoned” Sr. pastor for guidance. The young pastor has a matter he was 

worried about… a concern pertaining to life not unlike anything you yourself have 

experienced. The older pastor says to the young pastor, “Do you remember what Jesus 

says about worry in Matthew chapter six? He says, do not worry about your life. He 

says worry cannot add one single hour to your life. He says do not worry about your 

clothes, what you will eat and what you will drink. Instead, ‘seek ye first the kingdom 

of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” 

Sage advice from an experienced pastor to a young, start-up. And so much more than 

good advice… but God’s promise. That’s what makes these words better than advice. 

They are promise. Jesus says “Seek first the kingdom of God… and all that you worry 

about for this life, will be given to you.” Jesus doesn’t “recommend” something to you 

in this text, rather, He tells you that from the first will come the second… as a 

promise! 

So, do what the old, curmudgeon of a pastor told me driving down the road in his 

Cadillac… “Seek first the Kingdom…” Do what Jesus says… “and all these things 

will be given unto you.” His kingdom first, no matter what. His kingdom first, lest we 

worry ourselves to death. His kingdom first, as we put all our trust in Him. His 

kingdom… then all these things will be added. All that we need He provides. His 

kingdom IS first because He comes to us first and gives sinners everything needed… 

hope, strength, protection, LIFE! 

  

Adult Information Class – A new Adult Information Class will begin with an 

organizational meeting THIS SUNDAY, September 12th at 6 p.m. Are you interested? 



Know anyone who might be? Let us know. All are welcome for a refresher in the 
doctrines of the faith. Plan to attend. We would love to have you. 

Church Picnic: Date/Time - Saturday, October 2nd @ 11:00 am - 3:00 pm at the 

church with lunch served around noon. Thrivent Rep Jason Henke will be providing 

BBQ and grilling services. Be on the lookout for a sign-up sheet. Guests are asked to 

bring a side or dessert. The Youth will be organizing some games for the event. Do 

join us and bring a friend. 

Women's Retreat Registration is Open! November 12th and 13th has been chosen 

for our time together as sisters in Christ gathering together for Bible study, fellowship, 

fun and food. Make plans to attend now and save your seat! You can register online 

using this link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5PX2CJV The October Shepherd's 

Staff has additional information and a paper registration form. If you have any 

questions please talk to Andrea Arnold, Kelly Henrichs or Jan Turner 

Please stop and look at the Pre-K donation board outside the Ephphatha Room. 

The items on the donation board are the teachers and administrations wish list for Pre-

K. If you can help, please take a tag, purchase the item, and return it to the white table 

with the tag. The Pre-K staff greatly appreciates it. 

Please join our Pre-K families for an informational meeting about the Missouri 
529 Savings Plan on Thursday, 9/23/21 from 6:00pm - 7:30pm in the Ephphatha 

Room. One of our Pre-K parents will be presenting the information and answering any 

questions you may have. We look forward to seeing you there. Please RSVP to Mrs. 

Fredde at christpk@christlc.com by Friday, 9/17/21 with the number of people 

attending. 

Our First Men’s Dart Ball League Night was a Huge Success! If you haven’t 

signed up yet… or missed Thursday night’s games, there is still time. Contact Deacon 

or Pastor Arnold for more details. We would love to have you. Our next league night 

is October 14th at 7 p.m. at church. 

Organ Fund Campaign – We reached our goal! We raised more than $88,000 for a 

new organ that will hopefully be installed sometime this month or next month. 

However, the Organ Fund Campaign still continues. The new organ will still need 

tuning and serving throughout its lifetime. If you still wish to contribute, the table and 

offering basket remains in the Narthex near the sanctuary doors. Thank you. 

Weekday School Enrollment Continues: After finishing the 2020-2021 Weekday 

School year with an average of 17 students per week, our enrollment for 2021-2022 is 

approaching 40 students! Remember, FIRST GRADERS may enroll this year! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5PX2CJV
mailto:christpk@christlc.com


Enrollment can STILL be completed at the table inside the Fellowship Commons this 

Wednesday at 4:30 PM. 

KFC and Little Lambs Day – Burr Oak and Frozen Custard Day: Families of 

infants thru fifth graders are invited to meet together at the Burr Oak Nature Center in 

Blue Springs on Saturday, September 18. From 1:00-1:30 PM families will have the 

opportunity to play and discover all that the main building has to offer: live 

animals…interactive exhibits…bird watching…and at 1:30 PM the whole group will 

hike the Missouri Tree Trail. At the conclusion of the hike, our group will travel to 

Andy’s (Blue Springs) for frozen custard treats. 

SR-LYF and JR-LYF Fun Day at Jaeger’s: Youth (Grades 6 and Up) and their 

friends and Adults (drivers) are invited to an outing at Jaeger’s Underground for Laser 

Tag and/or Paintball on September 19. Our group will meet at church at 1:30 PM and 

travel together to Jaegers for an “open” session. Bring $5.00 per-person. 

National Lutheran Youth Gathering Sign-Up: Youth entering the 9th grade (in 

2022-2023) all the way up to 20 year-olds (thru the last day of the Gathering) are 

eligible to attend. The number of adults that may attend will depend upon how many 

youth we have. Commitment Day is Sunday, October 3. Details, including a possible 

itinerary can be found on the poster in the Fellowship Commons. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

ACCESS TO LIVESTREAM: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service 

(10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, 

you can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Service. 

DON’T FORGET… we update our website with new material every week. Make it a 

habit to check it out: www.christlc.net 

The Lord’s blessings to you. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
http://www.christlc.net/

