
Email from 9/03/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: September 3rd – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-family, 

In light of the terrible damage and need for volunteers to help those affected by 

Hurricane Ida, this week I would like to share with you an email sent out by LCMS 

Disaster Response: 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Thanks to the generosity of contributors, LCMS World Relief and Human Care 

Disaster Response is able to respond immediately to the needs caused by recent 

disasters in Haiti and the southern United States. 

In addition, a new online volunteer system enables people to determine quickly and 

efficiently where their service will be of greatest benefit to those who face challenges 

because of Hurricane Ida. 

In Louisiana 

On Sunday, Aug. 29, Hurricane Ida struck southern Louisiana. The storm came ashore 

about 45 miles west of where Katrina first struck land 16 years earlier to the day. At 

the time of landfall, Ida was a Category 4 storm with 150-mph winds. Mercifully, the 

winds quickly slowed to a Category 1 storm. Though the storm was not as devastating 

as some feared, those in its wake must now face the arduous process of cleanup and 

recovery. 

LCMS Disaster Response is currently assessing the damage to LCMS congregations 

and their neighbors. “I will be joining the Southern District president for a couple of 

days as we visit and access LCMS congregations that were in the pathway of 

Hurricane Ida,” said the Rev. Dr. Ross Johnson, director of LCMS Disaster Response. 

“We will formulate an action plan to best serve the greater community in the name of 

Christ through flood response and chainsaw work.” 

As thorough assessment is underway, LCMS Disaster Response offers a new way for 

volunteers immediately to find ways to assist. The fruit of a year of labor, the new 

Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) website is now live. People who wish to 

volunteer to help those affected by Ida can visit the website to find the most beneficial 

way to serve. 

https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lcms-lert.org%2f&srcid=141058&srctid=1&erid=f8ea8484-6ce8-4ff7-b705-37a52f542b6b&trid=f8ea8484-6ce8-4ff7-b705-37a52f542b6b
https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lcms-lert.org%2fevent%2fdetail%2f%3fevent_id%3d77808&srcid=141058&srctid=1&erid=f8ea8484-6ce8-4ff7-b705-37a52f542b6b&trid=f8ea8484-6ce8-4ff7-b705-37a52f542b6b
https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lcms-lert.org%2fevent%2fdetail%2f%3fevent_id%3d77808&srcid=141058&srctid=1&erid=f8ea8484-6ce8-4ff7-b705-37a52f542b6b&trid=f8ea8484-6ce8-4ff7-b705-37a52f542b6b


“While we’ve been using the new lcms-lert.org software system for several months 

for scheduling LERT trainings, this is our first major use of it after a disaster,” 

explained the Rev. Michael Meyer, director of disaster training for LCMS Disaster 

Response. “This software brings to this and future responses a transparency and level 

of accountability in our overall response that is unparalleled in the realm of faith-

based disaster volunteers.” 

“The moment we schedule a deployment in the wake of a disaster, people can see, 

sign up for and participate — with all the requisite details of where you need to go, 

when you need to be there and what you’ll be doing.” Meyer noted that this new 

website “significantly broadens our volunteer base. More importantly, it shows that 

our volunteers are neither spontaneous (the second disaster to any disaster!), nor a risk 

to those we seek to help, but are well-coordinated, well-trained and more than capable 

of faithfully serving their neighbors in need.” 

Haiti Update 

On Aug. 14, a magnitude 7.2 earthquake struck southwest Haiti, the poorest nation in 

the Western Hemisphere, causing physical destruction and the loss of human life. 

LCMS Disaster Response has begun to evaluate and respond to this situation as well. 

“LCMS Disaster Response is working alongside of our church partner, the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Haiti, to aid that country following recent 

earthquakes. We will focus our efforts on rebuilding, clean water, medical assistance 

and food distribution,” said Johnson, who recently returned from an assessment trip to 

Haiti. “All our mercy work will be done through Lutheran congregations showing the 

love of Christ to their community and sharing the hope of the Good News that is only 

found in Jesus Christ.” 

In the coming days and weeks, the LCMS will continue to work with our partner 

church in Haiti and the LCMS Southern District and her congregations to extend the 

mercy of God in Christ to all those affected by these disasters. 

“LCMS Disaster Response has a long history of effective and efficient response work 

that impacts the hurting with Christian compassion,” noted Johnson. 

 For updates, visit lcms.org/disaster. 

To find Hurricane Ida volunteer opportunities, visit lcms-lert.org/event 

We pray God’s peace and comfort to those going through this terrible loss caused by 

these natural disasters. Dear Heavenly Father, grant your loving comfort and peace of 

https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lcms-lert.org%2f&srcid=141058&srctid=1&erid=f8ea8484-6ce8-4ff7-b705-37a52f542b6b&trid=f8ea8484-6ce8-4ff7-b705-37a52f542b6b
https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lcms.org%2fhow-we-serve%2fmercy%2fdisaster-response&srcid=141058&srctid=1&erid=f8ea8484-6ce8-4ff7-b705-37a52f542b6b&trid=f8ea8484-6ce8-4ff7-b705-37a52f542b6b
https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lcms-lert.org%2fevent%2fdetail%2f%3fevent_id%3d77808&srcid=141058&srctid=1&erid=f8ea8484-6ce8-4ff7-b705-37a52f542b6b&trid=f8ea8484-6ce8-4ff7-b705-37a52f542b6b


heart to the families and individuals who are experiencing great loss. Provide for 

them in body and soul. Give them strength to endure their troubles. Help them in 

every need. In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 

  

This Sunday… We are pleased to celebrate two baptisms into God’s Holy Family. 

We rejoice with the Grace family as Lucas Grace and Lily Grace will be baptized at 

the 10:45 AM Service. Help us welcome these precious saints. 

Also, this weekend… We rejoice with Spring Taylor and her fiancé Anthony Modica 

as they will be untied in Holy Matrimony. Congratulations! 

Adult Information Class – A new Adult Information Class will begin with an 

organizational meeting on September 12th at 6:00 PM. Are you interested? Know 

anyone who might be? Let us know. All are welcome for a refresher in the doctrines 

of the faith. Plan to attend. We would love to have you. 

Women's Retreat Registration is Open! November 12th and 13th has been chosen 

for our time together as sisters in Christ gathering together for Bible study, fellowship, 

fun and food. Make plans to attend now and save your seat! You can register online 

using this link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5PX2CJV The October Shepherd's 

Staff has additional information and a paper registration form. If you have any 

questions please talk to Andrea Arnold, Kelly Henrichs or Jan Turner 

Please stop and look at the Pre-K donation board outside the Ephphatha Room. 

The items on the donation board are from the teachers and administrations wish list 

for Pre-K. If you can help, please take a tag, purchase the item, and return it to the 

white table with the tag. The Pre-K staff greatly appreciates it. 

Please join our Pre-K families for an informational meeting about the Missouri 

529 Savings Plan on Thursday, 9/23/21 from 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM in the Ephphatha 

Room. One of our Pre-K parents will be presenting the information and answering any 

questions you may have. We look forward to seeing you there. Please RSVP to Mrs. 

Fredde at christpk@christlc.com by Friday, 9/17/21 with the number of people 

attending. 

Men’s Dart Ball Begins This Thursday: Thirty-three names were placed onto four 

team rosters this past week. Those team rosters are now on display in the Fellowship 

Commons. All four teams will begin their 18 game regular season (on 6 nights) THIS 

THURSDAY. Doors will open at 6:30 PM for warm-ups. First “pitch” for all four 

teams will be at 7:00 PM. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5PX2CJV
mailto:christpk@christlc.com


Some Information for our “youth” families… 

Weekday School Enrollment Continues: After finishing the 2020-2021 Weekday 

School year with an average of 17 students per week, our enrollment for 2021-2022 is 

approaching 40 students! Remember, FIRST GRADERS may enroll this year! 

Enrollment can STILL be completed at the table inside the Fellowship Commons this 

Wednesday at 4:30 PM. 

Weekday School Meal Servers Needed: We are grateful that Mindi Shupe has 

stepped up to serve as Kitchen Director for Weekday School! Servers are still needed. 

Please contact Carla Jones if you are able to volunteer. If we are able to have a few 

servers, a rotation of every other/every third week would be organized. Servers would 

need to arrive around 4:30 PM. Please consider! 

KFC and Little Lambs Day – Burr Oak and Frozen Custard Day: Families of 

infants thru fifth graders are invited to meet together at the Burr Oak Nature Center in 

Blue Springs on Saturday, September 18. From 1:00-1:30 PM families will have the 

opportunity to play and discover all that the main building has to offer: live 

animals…interactive exhibits…bird watching…and at 1:30 PM the whole group will 

hike the Missouri Tree Trail. At the conclusion of the hike, our group will travel to 

Andy’s (Blue Springs) for frozen custard treats. 

SR-LYF and JR-LYF Fun Day at Jaeger’s: Youth (Grades 6 and Up) and their 

friends and Adults (drivers) are invited to an outing at Jaeger’s Underground for Laser 

Tag and/or Paintball on September 19. Our group will meet at church at 1:30 PM and 

travel together to Jaegers for an “open” session. Bring $5.00 per-person. 

National Lutheran Youth Gathering Sign-Up: Youth entering the 9th grade (in 

2022-2023) all the way up to 20 year-olds (thru the last day of the Gathering) are 

eligible to attend. The number of adults that may attend will depend upon how many 

youth we have. Commitment Day is Sunday, October 3. Details, including a possible 

itinerary can be found on the poster in the Fellowship Commons. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service (10:45 

AM) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you 

can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Service. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods


Don’t forget … we update our website with new material every week. Make it a habit 

to check it out: www.christlc.net 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you His peace. Amen. 

God’s peace, 

Pastor Arnold 

http://www.christlc.net/

