
Email from 8/27/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: August 27th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-family, 

In Mark 7, Jesus is challenging us to keep God’s Word in its proper place. In 2 

Timothy 2:15, the Bible also urges this:  

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

Dividing the word of truth involves receiving God’s “Law” and His “Gospel,” His 

“NO” and His “YES,” on God’s terms alone for our very lives and salvation. His Law 

is immutable, calling for righteousness on His terms. His Gospel, the good news of 

forgiveness and salvation, is pure gift. 

When we take God’s Word and try to “domesticate” it, as if it were something within 

our ability to manipulate and our efforts to accomplish, we do as the Pharisees did, 

only to be unmasked and exposed by Jesus. Such confusion creates a false religion 

based on human rules and works. Jesus says clearly, “You have let go of the 

commands of God and are holding on to human traditions.” Replacing God’s Word 

with human observances is empty at best and, at worst, destructive of the eternal life 

and salvation God desires us all to have. 

Unfortunately, we generally have a different problem in our culture than the pharisaic 

religiosity which Jesus confronted in his day. Many believe that God’s Law is 

unnecessary, and even unjust. We face the grand deception that God doesn’t really 

care about righteousness and holiness at all. Then we falsely comfort ourselves with 

the notion that God actually condones our libertinism and wishes for us to be and do 

whatever we want. As a result, we don’t even try to follow a domesticated version of 

God’s Law; we merely do as we please. We are tempted to domesticate God’s Gospel 

“good news” as well. We evacuate it of any notion of the cross because we imagine 

we can solve the problems of the human heart with our money, our technology, and 

our efforts. 

Jesus teaches us to let the Law of God have its say in our life. First, it “curbs” our sin 

so as to prevent humanity from destroying itself with libertinism. But, even more 

importantly, it shows us our sin in order to reveal our need for a savior so that we 

might receive His Gospel gift of forgiveness and life which Jesus has earned for us. 

Then His commands guide us in ways that love God and serve our neighbor in 

response. May whatever traditions we follow also be firmly rooted in God’s Law and 

His freeing Gospel properly proclaimed so that there is “room for good things to run 

wild” in our lives both now and forever. 
  

  



This Sunday, the Church rejoices to celebrate the Festival of the Martyrdom of 
St. John the Baptizer. He was beheaded by Herod Antipus as a promise to 

Herodias’s daughter. John stood up for the truth about Herod’s unlawful marriage to 

Herodias… who was already married to his brother. St. John stands by the Word of 

God and proclaims its truth even amid persecution. Join us this Sunday in celebrating 

standing for God’s truth. 

Weekday School/Confirmation: Began this past Wednesday (children in 1st – 

8th grades). There is still time register our children. The instruction of our children in 

matters of faith and life is very important. Don’t miss out. If you have any questions, 

please contact Pastor Arnold, Pastor Froiland, or Deacon. 

Weekday School Meal Servers Needed: We are grateful that Mindi Shupe has 

stepped up to serve as Kitchen Director for Weekday School! Servers are still needed. 

Please contact Carla Jones if you are able to volunteer. If we are able to have a few 

servers, a rotation of every other/every third week would be organized. Servers would 

need to arrive around 4:30 PM. Please consider! 

Women’s Bible Study also began this past Wednesday. It starts at 5:30 PM and ends 

at 6:30 PM. We tailored the timing to coincide with our weekday school instruction. 

So, all you weekday school moms out there, do join us! 

Join OASIS as they host an Ice Cream Social TODAY (the 27th) at 1:30 PM. Ice 

cream will be provided, so just bring yourself and a friend or two if you’d like, and 

come visit with your parish family. We are looking forward to being able to enjoy 

some fellowship along with a nice cold treat! 

Men’s Dart Ball Begins Soon! We are putting together a league for 2021-22 

comprised of CLC members and their invited friends. In fact, the Dartball Draft is this 

coming Thursday evening. Won’t you join us? We will meet in the Ephphatha Room 

on the 2nd Thursday of each month beginning in September. Want to know more or 

sign up? See Deacon. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service (10:45 

a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you 

can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Services. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods


Don't Forget… we update our website with new material every week. Make it a habit 

to check it out: www.christlc.net 

PRAYER: Dear Lord Jesus, give us wisdom to know that both Your “No” and Your 

“Yes” have been revealed to us out of Your love for us. Give us confidence in Your 

saving Word and teach us through it each and every day. AMEN. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 

http://www.christlc.net/

