
Email from 8/20/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: August 20th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish family, 

Today’s devotion comes from Rev. Dr. Greg Seltz of the Lutheran Center for 

Religious Liberty in Washington D.C. 

Today’s verse is John 6:40, where Jesus says, 40 For my Father’s will is that everyone 

who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them 
up at the last day. 

CAN YOU SEE WHAT YOU REALLY NEED? 

In our verse for today, Jesus says very bold things. He says that it is the Father’s will 

that you, me, and everyone who believes in Him as Savior receive eternal life. And if 

you had any doubts as to the validity of what He is offering, Jesus then says that He 

even has the power and authority to raise us from the dead on the last day. (Later, His 

power and authority to say such things is laid out for all to see in the events of the 

Cross and resurrection). Wow! He soon hears the religious leaders scoff at such 

promises, and His authority to offer them. They ask, “Is this not Jesus, the son of 

Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I came down from 

heaven’?”(John 6:42). The question for them then, and for us now, is, “Can you see 
Jesus as your Lord and Savior?” Our very lives depend on it. 

There’s a harrowing story in the book, “Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mt. 

Everest Disaster,” by Jon Krakauer. He recounts an unsuccessful climb of Mt. Everest 

that endangered and even cost the lives of several climbers. In trying to describe why 

things went so wrong, he speaks about one of the leaders, Andy Harris. He recounts 

that Andy Harris stayed at the peak of the mountain in the thin air too long. During his 

descent he started running out of oxygen. He radioed base camp and told them of his 

predicament. He told them that he had seen several oxygen canisters that were left 

behind by others, but he knew that they were used up. He was confident that they 

were empty. Others who had made it down knew of these canisters as well, and they 

were sure that they were full. Harris was told again and again that they were full, but 

he wouldn’t listen. Krakauer reports, 

When we got there, an examination of the oxygen cache revealed right away 
that there were six full bottles. Harris, however, refused to believe it. He 

kept insisting that they were all empty, and nothing Groom or I said could 
convince him otherwise. Right then it should have been obvious that Harris 

was acting irrationally and had slipped well beyond routine hypoxia, but I 
was so impeded myself that it simply didn't register. Harris was the 

invincible guide, there to look after me and the other clients; the thought 



never entered my own crippled mind that he might in fact be in dire 

straits.[1] 

Everything Harris needed to get home safely was right there around him, but he 

couldn’t or wouldn’t see it. Amazing. The oxygen he needed was right there all the 

time. Harris, an expert in climbing, dismissed the solution that would have saved his 

life. As we think about our text today, we need to be reminded again of the situation 

that we are in. We are seeking to live this life that we’ve been given. It’s a strenuous 

one. It is full of challenges, opportunities, and even dangers. No matter our perceived 

expertise, there is one thing that finally matters for the climb. Like oxygen in thin air, 

faith in Christ is the sustenance that fuels our hearts, minds, and every cell of our 

being. Such faith empowers us to fight the good fight and to finish THE race (see 2 

Timothy 4:7), to “complete the climb” that we’ve been given faithfully. Can you see 

what you really need? I pray today that you can, because life in Christ is exhilarating 

and sure. Amidst the “thin air” of this world, take Him at His Word. You’ll be glad 
that you did. 

  

We Rejoice together at the uniting in Holy Matrimony of Morgan Smith and Colin 

Montgomery this weekend. Every blessing to you and God’s strength and comfort be 

to you in every time. 

Please pray for Rev. Dr. Thomas Egger as he begins his service as the 

11th President of Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. He will be installed and 

inaugurated on August 27th. We are blessed to have President Egger leading our 

Seminary in St. Louis. 

Organ Fund Campaign – We are pleased to announce that we have met our fund 

raising campaign goal of $88,578. We are so blessed! Please see the display in the 

Narthex. We are still taking donations if you wish to contribute. The organ will need 

regular maintenance and care, like any other instrument. We want to thank all of you 

who contributed thus far. What a wonderful show of support from our parish-family. 

Weekday School/Confirmation: Organizational meeting for all Weekday School 

Children and Parents (children in 1st – 8th grades) will be Sunday August 22nd at 6 

p.m. The first Day of Weekday School will be August 25th. Mark your calendars now. 

Do plan to attend and enroll your child. The instruction of our children in matters of 

faith and life is very important. Don’t miss out. If you have any questions, please 

contact Pastor Arnold, Pastor Froiland, or Deacon. 

Join OASIS as they host an Ice Cream Social next Friday (the 27th) at 1:30PM. Ice 

cream will be provided, so just bring yourself and a friend or two if you’d like, and 

https://facebook.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f6a55f5407cc4f4759ad430e&id=c42775459e&e=a083ee5a2f


come visit with your parish family. We are looking forward to being able to enjoy 

some fellowship along with a nice cold treat! 

Men’s Dart Ball Begins this Fall: We are putting together a league for 2021-22 

comprised of CLC members and their invited friends. Won’t you join us? We will 

meet in the Ephphatha Room on the 2nd Thursday of each month beginning in 

September. Want to know more or sign up? See Deacon. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service (10:45 

a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you 

can view the most recent Church Service. 

Don't Forget… we update our website with new material every week. Make it a habit 

to check it out: www.christlc.net 

PRAYER: Dear Lord Jesus, life is often very hard and, even at are best, we are often 

disoriented and unsure. Grace us with Your presence, assure us by Your Word, and 

lead us in this life unto life everlasting. Amen. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
http://www.christlc.net/

