
Email from 8/13/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: August 13th – from Pastor Arnold 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Remember Who You Are 

I don’t have to explain to you that these are challenging times. All of us are doing the 

best we can to plot along in this sin-laden world of hysteria and confusion. We aren’t 

always sure what the best thing to do is… we second guess ourselves… fears over the 

unknown grip us… anger overwhelms our hearts... arguments over what is best for 

our children, families and society are taking center stage through news outlets and in 

our personal conversations. Our frustrations continue to boil. 

Dear friends, remember who you are. We are Christians. This means we treat others 

with respect and dignity. This means that we love our neighbor as ourselves in both 

word and deed. This means that in this messed-up world we need to work extra hard 

at being encouraging and loving toward each other in a climate that brings our deepest 

discouragements, fears and rage to the surface. Beloved, don’t give in to sin and the 

devil. Be a Christian. 

I have heard many sad comments about vaccinations lately – both for and against 

them. I say “sad” because they were neither helpful nor constructive. They seemed to 

come from a place of anger rather than love. We all have opinions about what is the 

right thing to do. But we need to be extra careful how we broach these sensitive topics 

with others. What may be black and white to some, is anything but black and white to 

others. What we think is the right thing to do, others may hesitate out of concern, fear, 

or a host of other reasons we may not know or understand. What we think is a small, 

insignificant remark may be received as hurtful or accusatory. 

Beloved, remember who you are. We are Christians. Speak from the heart of love and 

think about how your words might sound to others before you say them. Be 

encouraging and understanding, not accusatory or hateful. Do not disparage others 

and remember that their concerns/reasons are real. You can control the way you act 

and react. You cannot control others. And, what is more, disparaging words will never 

get others to agree with your point of view. Angry words will only damage 

relationships and cause even more angst and despair. 

This note is a reminder of how God expects us to treat those we disagree with. This is 

simply a “be a Christian” message. We are all on edge. We are all extra sensitive right 

now. Build up your neighbor, your fellow parishioner, your family member. The devil 



loves disunity and discord. Let’s show the devil that we are above it by acting like 

what we have been called to be – Christians. 

May God richly bless you and keep you. We will get through this. Keep the faith, my 

fellow believers. The Lord is with us always, even to the very end of the age. 

  

This Sunday… We are pleased that the infant son (Elliott Edward) of Eric and Dani 

Buse will be brought to the font of Holy Baptism. Do include Elliott and his family in 

your prayers this week. We rejoice together with the family. 

Masks at Church – In light of new mandates regarding masks for certain areas in the 

K.C. metropolitan area, the Elders Committee reviewed our current mask policy. The 

following was decided a week ago from this past Tuesday night: 

1.  

a. We will continue to follow the Platte County Health Department’s 
guidelines for wearing masks in indoor spaces. There is no county or 
city (Platte Woods) mandate for mask usage, so masks are at the 
discretion of the individual. Should the county or city mandate 
mask usage, Christ Lutheran will also do so. 

b. Masks continue to be strongly encouraged at all times for 
Wednesday Evening Services. 

c. We ask that individuals please use good judgment regarding 
personal health, social distancing and other measures to help keep 
our parish-family healthy. 

  

Vacation Bible School was a huge success thanks to our VBS Director, Janessa 

Hackworth. The power was out at the church all morning on Tuesday but that didn’t 

stop our wonderful teachers and helpers from having a great time with the kids. Thank 

you to all who helped, participated and gave donations. What a blessing you are. 

All Youth Pool Party – TONIGHT! All ages of youth from our parish family and 

their friends are invited to join together for a pool party at The Springs Aquatic 

Center. Arrive between 5:30 and 6:00 p.m. for free admission, and then stay as long as 

you’d like. 

Organ Fund Campaign – We are pleased to announce that we have met our fund 

raising campaign goal of $88,578. We are so blessed! Please see the display in the 



Narthex. We are still taking donations if you wish to contribute. The organ will need 

regular maintenance and care, like any other instrument. We want to thank all of you 

who contributed thus far. What a wonderful show of support from our parish-family. 

Weekday School/Confirmation: Organizational meeting for all Weekday School 

Children and Parents (children in 2nd – 8th grades) will be Sunday August 22nd at 6:00 

p.m. The first Day of Weekday School will be August 25th. Mark your calendars now. 

Do plan to attend and enroll your child. The instruction of our children in matters of 

faith and life is very important. Don’t miss out. If you have any questions, please 

contact Pastor Arnold, Pastor Froiland, or Deacon. 

The Dates have been set for the Women’s Retreat. Mark your calendar for 

November 12 & 13, 2021. Our time together will include Bible study, fellowship and 

food for physical and spiritual well-being. Plan to join us for the BE STILL AND 

KNOW retreat. The retreat will be held at church. Registration forms will be available 

soon. If you have any questions please see Andrea Arnold, Jan Turner, or Kelly 

Henrichs. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service (10:45 

a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you 

can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Service. 

Don't Forget… we update our website with new material every week. Make it a habit 

to check it out: www.christlc.net 

Prayer – Dear Heavenly Father, grant us your peace. Give us a kind heart and a 

clear vision of your will for our lives. Bring strength amid adversity and comfort amid 

tragedy. Bless and preserve your church and keep her until you come again on the 

last day. In Jesus name, Amen. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
http://www.christlc.net/

