
Email from 8/06/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: August 6th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-family, 

Today’s devotion comes from Rev. Dr. R. Lee Hagan, our Missouri District President: 

Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, and 

may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we 

do for you, so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God 

and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 1 Thessalonians 3:11-

13 

The streets of St. Louis and Kansas City are filled violence. The gravel roads of rural 

Missouri bear the marks of a rampant opioid addiction. Jefferson City, like the 

nation’s capital, features finger pointing and resentment. The ways of the world are 

rooted in power and control. Sadly, conflict in the church adopts the world’s tactics as 

lines are drawn and sides are taken. In this text, St. Paul shows a deep love for the 

new Christians in Thessalonica. While he longs to see them in person, his greatest 

concerns is that they are growing in Christ. 

In the words above, Paul expresses his hope for these beloved believers with a prayer 

that the Lord would make them increase and abound in love. Rather than acrimony 

and bitterness, Paul’s desire is that they show the world what is different of those who 

are in Christ by their love for one another. Let us never forget that the only way that 

such love is possible among hard-headed, stiff-necked sinners is through Christ and 

His Word. The Holy Spirit is able to transform those from seeking power and control 

to walking in the way of love as their hearts are established in Christ. 

The solution for conflict within Christ’s Church begins with repentance. When we 

confess our sins and acknowledge our own role in the conflict, God’s response is 

always one of grace and mercy. God forgives us of those sins as our pastor speaks on 

God’s behalf the words of Absolution. Through the Word as it is preached, prayed, 

sung, and studied, God transforms us so that we increase and abound in love. There is 

great benefit in hearing Absolution pronounced privately, but it is also a blessing to be 

reminded each week that we are all sinners in need of forgiveness and that for Christ’s 

sake we are forgiven. While I pray that our congregations will increase and abound 

“numerically,” far more important is that we are increasing and abounding in Christ 

and in love for one another. 

  



Masks at Church – In light of new mandates regarding masks for certain areas in the 

K.C. metropolitan area, the Elders Committee reviewed our current mask policy. The 

following was decided this past Tuesday night: 

1.  

a. We will continue to follow the Platte County Health Department’s 

guidelines for wearing masks in indoor spaces. There is no county or 

city (Platte Woods) mandate for mask usage, so masks are at the 

discretion of the individual. Should the county or city mandate mask 

usage, Christ Lutheran will also do so. 

b. Masks continue to be strongly encouraged at all times for 

Wednesday Evening Services. 

c. We ask that individuals please use good judgment regarding 

personal health, social distancing and other measures to help keep 

our parish-family healthy. 

This Sunday, at our 8 a.m. Service, we will welcome Alicia Scott into membership 

by reaffirmation of faith. Also, at both Services on Sunday, we will install our 

Vacation Bible School teachers and staff. We begin VBS this coming Monday, 

August 9th. 

VBS Set Up – Join us at 4 p.m. on Sunday to help us get our church ready for VBS. If 

you can’t help during the week, perhaps you could lend a hand on Sunday afternoon. 

There is NO Tuesday Morning Bible Study this week because of Vacation Bible 

School. All other weekly scheduled activities continue per usual. 

All Youth Pool Party – Friday August 13th. All ages of youth from our parish 

family and their friends are invited to join together for a pool party at The Springs 

Aquatic Center. Arrive any time after 5:30 p.m. There is no cost to attend. 

Organ Fund Campaign – We are pleased to announce that we have received over 

$83,300 in donations toward the Organ Fund. We are getting very close to our 

$88,578 goal. We are so blessed! Please see the display in the Narthex. There is a 

chart that shows how you can “purchase a key on the organ” with your donation. 

There are 215 keys (including the pedals) on the organ. This means that each key is 

$412. Would you please consider purchasing a key for our new organ? Perhaps two or 

three? We only have 13 keys left! See The Shepherd’s Staff for more details. 

Weekday School/Confirmation: Organizational meeting for all Weekday School 

Children and Parents (children in 2nd – 8th grades) will be Sunday August 22nd at 6 

p.m. The first Day of Weekday School will be August 25th. Mark your calendars now. 



Do plan to attend and enroll your child. The instruction of our children in matters of 

faith and life is very important. Don’t miss out. If you have any questions, please 

contact Pastor Arnold, Pastor Froiland, or Deacon. 

Looking Ahead… The Fellowship Committee is planning a Church Picnic on 

Saturday, October 2nd. Put it on your calendars now. More details to come. 

The Dates have been set for the Women’s Retreat. Mark your calendar for 

November 12 & 13, 2021. Our time together will include Bible study, fellowship and 

food for physical and spiritual well-being. Plan to join us for the BE STILL AND 

KNOW retreat. The retreat will be held at church. Registration forms will be available 

soon. If you have any questions please see Andrea Arnold, Jan Turner or Kelly 

Henrichs. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service (10:45 

a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you 

can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Service. 

Don't Forget… we update our website with new material every week. Make it a habit 

to check it out: www.christlc.net 

Summer Vacation Time… if you go out of town, one of your pastors can find a local 

church for you to attend. Can’t make it to church while away? Remember, we have 

Wednesday evening Service here at 7 p.m. 

  

Prayer – Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we acknowledge that we have sinned 

against you and against one another in thoughts, words, and deeds. Forgive us, Lord, 

and by Your Holy Spirit, make us to grow in love for one another and for You; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Every blessing to you and yours. 

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
http://www.christlc.net/

