
Email from 7/30/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: July 30th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish family, 

The Olympic Games in Tokyo, Japan are in full swing and many of us are watching 

the events and rooting on those who represent our country as they attempt to bring 
home the gold. 

Do you know anything about the history of the Olympic Games? They are quite 

ancient. And, it might surprise you that there was a “religious” reason for their 

development. 

The earliest reliable date that recorded history gives for the first Olympics is 776 B.C., 

although virtually all historians presume that the Games began well before then. 

It is certain that during the midsummer of 776 B.C. a festival was held at Olympia on 

the highly civilized eastern coast of the Peloponnesian peninsula. That festival 

remained a regularly scheduled event, taking place during the pre-Christian golden 

age of Greece. As a testimony to the religious nature of the Games (which were held 

in honor of Zeus, the most important god in the ancient Greek pantheon), all wars 

would cease during the contests. According to the earliest records, only one athletic 

event was held in the ancient Olympics — a footrace of about 183 m (200 yd), or the 

length of the stadium. A second race — twice the length of the stadium — was added 

in the 14th Olympics, and a still longer race was added to the next competition, four 
years later. 

The growth of the Games fostered "professionalism" among the competitors, and the 

Olympic ideals waned as royalty began to compete for personal gain, particularly in 

the chariot events. Human beings were being glorified as well as the gods; many 

winners erected statues to deify themselves. In A.D. 394 the Games were officially 

ended by the Roman emperor Theodosius I, who felt that they had pagan 

connotations. 

The revival of the Modern Olympic Games came in 1896. Thirteen countries 

competed at the Athens Games which had nine sports on the agenda: cycling, fencing, 

gymnastics, lawn tennis, shooting, swimming, track and field, weight lifting, and 

wrestling. The 14-man U.S. team dominated the track and field events, taking first 

place in 9 of the 12 events. The Games were a success, and a second Olympiad, to be 

held in France, was scheduled. Olympic Games were held in 1900 and 1904, and by 

1908 the number of competitors more than quadrupled the number at Athens — from 
311 to 2,082. 

Though we may not erect a statue for every American athlete who wins gold, we still 

“glorify” their accomplishments. And that is okay to a point. But, they dare not 



become our most important idol. That role still belongs to Jesus – our Lord… Our 
Savior… Our true hero. 

We honor our Lord with all that we do. We live as God’s children who represent the 

title we are blessed to receive: Christian. So, no matter if its athletic competition or 

stepping out into the community, Jesus is our example and the very reason we are who 
we are. The Lord bless you and keep you in His unending glory and grace. 

  

Concerning Masks at Christ Lutheran… I’m sure you are all aware that Mayor 

Lucas announced on Wednesday that a new indoor mask mandate for the city of 

Kansas City will go into effect on Monday, August 2nd. As of this Sunday (August 

1st), our regular mask protocols will remain in place. For this Sunday, masks are 
optional inside and outside of the sanctuary. 

We have been following the Platte County Health Department Guidelines for masks 

and social distancing and we plan to continue with this precedent. Therefore, we are 

waiting to see what those guidelines might produce this coming week. The elders 

continue to be in consultation with each other regarding these new developments. We 

will make sure to keep everyone posted. Thank you for your patience and 

understanding. 

Senior Class Recognition Day: This Sunday, August 1st. Join us at 9:20 a.m. in the 

Ephphatha Room and help us honor our senior class who will be going off to college 
and other things. 

Hillcrest Transitional Housing: This Sunday, August 1st at 9:35 a.m.  One of the 

local ministries Christ Parish supports is called Hillcrest. We currently sponsor an 

apartment for residents who are going through their education program. Donice 

Mahan, the Executive Director, will be providing and update for our congregation. 

Please plan to attend. 

Organ Fund Campaign – We are pleased to announce that we have received over 

$81,300 in donations toward the Organ Fund. We are getting very close to our 

$88,578 goal. We are so blessed! Please see the display in the Narthex. There is a 

chart that shows how you can “purchase a key on the organ” with your donation. 

There are 215 keys (including the pedals) on the organ. This means that each key is 

$412. Would you please consider purchasing a key for our new organ? Perhaps two or 

three? We only have 18 keys left! See The Shepherd’s Staff for more details. 

Vacation Bible School: God’s Wonder Lab – August 9-12 (9 a.m. -11:30a.m.) Do 

you know any families who would like to attend VBS this year? Direct them to 

Deacon or Janessa Hackworth at 816-809-7338. Interested in volunteering for 



VBS? Volunteers are still needed for classroom helpers, teachers, and station leaders 

and helpers. Contact Janessa Hackworth if interested. 

Weekday School/Confirmation: Organizational meeting for all Weekday School 

Children and Parents (children in 2nd – 8th grades) will be Sunday August 22nd at 6 

p.m. The first Day of Weekday School will be August 25th. Mark your calendars now. 

Do plan to attend and enroll your child. The instruction of our children in matters of 

faith and life is very important. Don’t miss out. If you have any questions, please 

contact Pastor Arnold, Pastor Froiland, or Deacon. 

Looking Ahead… The Fellowship Committee is planning a Church Picnic on 

Saturday, October 2nd. Put it on your calendars now. More details to come. 

The Dates have been set for the Women’s Retreat. Mark your calendar for 

November 12 & 13, 2021. Our time together will include Bible study, fellowship and 

food for physical and spiritual well-being. Plan to join us for the BE STILL AND 

KNOW GOD retreat. The retreat will be held at church. Registration forms will be 

available soon. If you have any questions please see Andrea Arnold, Jan Turner or 

Kelly Henrichs. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service (10:45 

a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you 

can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Service. 

Don't Forget… we update our website with new material every week. Make it a habit 

to check it out: www.christlc.net 

Summer Vacation Time… if you go out of town, pastor can find a local church for 

you to attend. Can’t make it to church while away? Remember, we have Wednesday 

evening Service here at 7 p.m. 
  

Prayer – Lord Heavenly Father, grant your grace and strength to your church. Guide 

and keep our families and neighbors safe from all harm and danger. Be with the sick 

and the hospitalized. Grant your favor and protection to your beloved children amid 
all hardships, trials, and tribulations. In Jesus name we pray, Amen. 

In Christ’s Service, Pastor Arnold 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
http://www.christlc.net/

