
Email from 7/22/2022 

Subject:  Church Updates: July 22nd – from Pastor Froiland 

Dear Parish Family, 

Something about Mary Magdalene 

Today on July 22nd the church remembers St. Mary Magdalene. There’s something 

about Mary Magdalene. She was the first of the Lord’s followers to see Him alive 

after His resurrection. Imagine that—she was the very first person to see the Lord 

Jesus in His glorified and resurrected body—the very body we will see when we meet 

Him! This privilege was first afforded to Mary Magdalene, who saw the dead-but-

now-alive-again Savior. 

What else can we say of this Mary? Mary Magdalene was numbered among the 

women who accompanied Jesus and his other disciples. She was among those who 

provided for Christ and His disciples out of their own means. God chose to work 

through their means so that His kingdom would be proclaimed throughout the world. 

Mary was thankful to her Savior to serve Him in this way. Why? We know also that 

He had cast seven demons out of her—a lot to be thankful for indeed! 

In western Christianity there is also a tradition that arose that Mary Magdalene was 

the unnamed sinful woman of Luke chapter 7. You may recall this story: Christ was 

invited to dine at the house of a Pharisee. When a woman of the city, a sinner we’re 

told, learned that Christ was at this Pharisee’s house, she came to the place. Crying, 

kissing, and drying his feet with her hair, she also anointed our Lord with very costly 

ointment. And she was a sinner. Everyone in the room knew it. But Christ, the 

Forgiver of sinners, did not turn her away. Rather, He commends her saying her many 

sins are forgiven and her faith in Himself as the Forgiver of her sins is not misplaced, 

but in fact, saves her that she may go in peace. Whether this same woman is Mary 

Magdalene, the Scriptures do not say conclusively. But the fact remains, Mary had a 

past. 

As we all do. We all have a past. Things we regret. Past sins that are the cause of our 

present miseries. Things we did. Words we said. Sinful thoughts and assumptions that 

caused us to act and speak in a hateful way. If only we could undo what was done. If 

only we could unsay what was said. But we can’t. It’s out there. And it has wrecked 

out relationships with others. It has wrecked ourselves. 

Yet remember, what cannot be undone can be forgiven. It happened for Mary 

Magdalene and it happens for you. And the resurrection of Christ Jesus proves just 

that. Recall what He said to Mary in John’s recounting of this event: “But go to my 



brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and to your Father to My God 

and to your God.’” Christ who has risen from the dead wants to be called the Brother 

of His disciples and all believers. “Go to My brothers.” What a word to give us joy 

and the certainty of God’s acceptance of us and His forgiveness of us! 

  

VBS set up will be Sunday at 4:00pm. During this time we will be decorating and 

setting up classrooms for VBS. Please join us if you are able to! Any help is 

appreciated! 

Join us for our Ice Cream Social on Thursday. All are invited to the VBS Ice 

Cream Social! Join us July 28th at 6:00pm as we celebrate another fun week of VBS! 

At this time, VBS students will sing a few of the songs they learned during the week! 

SR Recognition Day – Sunday, July 31 – 9:20 AM: This is the day we celebrate 

with our newest high school graduates, their accomplishments AND their sharing of 

future plans. This will take place inside the Ephphatha Room beginning at 9:20 AM. 

Christ Lutheran Pre-K is looking for some volunteers to help prime and paint 2 

classrooms on Saturday, July 30th starting at 8:00am. If you are able to help please let 

Mrs. Fredde know via email at christpk@christlc.com. 

Prayer – Almighty God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, restored Mary Magdalene to health 

and called her to be the first witness of His resurrection. Heal us from all our 

infirmities, and call us to know You in the power of Your Son’s unending life; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

In His Service, Pastor Froiland 
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