
Email from 7/16/2021 

Subject:  Coronavirus & Church Updates: July 16th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-family, 

Still in the glow of Independence Day at the beginning of this month, we turn our 

attention to this devotion published by the Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty. To 

learn more about the LCRL click here. 

In our country today, freedom has devolved into libertinism. We regularly hear 

thoughts like this: “I’m free to do whatever I want, whenever I want, with whomever I 

want, and no one can tell me ‘no’ but me.” Does that attitude sound familiar? It 

should, because many believe that’s what freedom entails. Sadly, they don’t realize 

such a view of freedom is actually a biblical definition of sin! The idolatry of self is 

the greatest rebellion against the God who created and redeemed us all. Bondage to 

our lusts and desires, even our emotions and faulty reason, stems from our brokenness 

before God. In the chapter before today’s reading, Galatians 5 reminds us that Jesus 

came to set us free to live freely and faithfully toward God and toward each other (see 

especially verses 1 and 13). The sacrificial actions of Christ Jesus, namely, His life, 

death, and resurrection, brings a freedom of faith into a believer’s life that changes 

everything. It creates a heart of gratitude that yearns not to selfishly indulge or hoard 

such freedom, but to share it on Christ’s terms with anyone and everyone. 

Even in this sinful world, “freedom is never free.” In a world that is captive to its 

sinful bondage, someone always has to pay the price for freedom. In preparation for 

this devotional word, I was reminded of the 56 signers of the Declaration of 

Independence and all that they risked to give civic freedom to people like us. Do you 

remember? 

Even if they were victorious over the British, it would merely usher in years of 

hardship as a struggling nation. If they lost, they would surely lose their lives. In spite 

of that, for their freedom and the freedom of those who would come after them, they 

were willing to risk all. With their signature to the Declaration came this vow: “We 

mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.” 

Of the 56 signers of the Declaration, few survived for long. Five were captured by the 

British and tortured before they died. Twelve had their homes--from Rhode Island to 

Charleston--sacked and looted, occupied by the enemy or burned. Two of them lost 

their sons in the Army; one had two sons captured. Nine of the 56 died in the War 

from its hardships or from its more merciful bullets. They had learned that liberty is so 

much more important than security, for that they pledged their lives, their fortunes, 

and their sacred honor. They fulfilled their pledge--they paid the price, and freedom 

was born. 

https://www.lcrlfreedom.org/index.php


Those people yearned for freedom to be sure. But they also yearned for such freedom 

to be shared and enjoyed by others as well. It’s hard to fathom such a willingness to 

risk so much so that others could be free. Yet, in a much more profound and impactful 

way, St. Paul reminds us, “While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for 

the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a 

good person one would dare even to die—but God shows his love for us in that while 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:6-8). 

The Founding Fathers of America yearned to share what freedom they could muster. 

It’s even more amazing to learn about what Jesus Christ was willing to sacrifice and 

to suffer so that we might have His freedom, life, and salvation as an everlasting gift. 

When it comes to freedom, I pray that you yearn for the freedom that comes from the 

person and work of Jesus Christ more than all other freedoms combined, because that 

freedom yearns to be received and yearns even more so to be shared. And that 

freedom changes everything! 

  

Changes to COVID-19 Protocols – As a result of our July 13th Elders Committee 

Meeting: 

1. We are removing the tape from between the pews on the pulpit side 

beginning THIS Sunday. NOTE: We still encourage the practice of social 

distancing between individuals or family groups. 

2. Hymnals will be placed in the racks in ALL pews. 

3. We are returning to our original bulletin/Service folder format for use with 

the hymnals. 

4. Bulletins and Offering will continue to be placed on the stands in the 

Narthex. 

5. Masks are optional everywhere inside the building. 

6. Communion distribution protocol will remain at the Communion Rail but 

will change slightly (an announcement will be made prior to communion as 

to how this will change). 

7. Attendance Sheets (Record of Fellowship) remain in the pews. 

8. For the Wednesday evening Service, while mask are optional, we continue to 

encourage the use of masks during Service. 

With sadness and with all hope in Christ’s Resurrection… we announce to you 

that Bob Manlove of our Parish-family passed away this week. Visitation is at Terrace 

Park on Monday, July 19th at 10 a.m. Funeral Service is at Terrace Park at 11 a.m. 

Please keep Shirley and the family in your prayers. 



Hillcrest Transitional Housing: One of the local ministries Christ Parish supports is 

called Hillcrest. We currently sponsor an apartment for residents who are going 

through their education program. On August 1st during the Sunday morning Bible 

Study Donice Mahan, the Executive Director, will be providing and update for our 

congregation. Please plan to attend. We will start at 9:30 a.m. 

Looking Ahead… The Fellowship Committee is planning a Church Picnic on 

Saturday, October 2nd. Put it on your calendars now. More details to come. 

In Your Prayers – Remember our Christ Lutheran Youth who will be attending the 

Higher Things Youth Gathering in Texas next week. God bless you and keep you 

safe. 

To all Ladies (High School and above) of Christ Lutheran Church. It is time (way 

past time) for us to have a Women's Retreat. Plans are being made to have the retreat 

this fall. Please take the survey below, or a paper one by the Ephphatha Room to help 

decide which weekend and where to have it. The theme for this retreat is "Be Still and 

Know". Looking forward to unpacking with you the promises found in Psalm 46 that 

are fulfilled in Christ. If you have any questions please see Andrea Arnold, Jan Turner 

or Kelly Henrichs. Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SVP5GPH 

Vacation Bible School: God’s Wonder Lab – August 9-12 (9 a.m. -11:30a.m.) Do 

you know any families who would like to attend VBS this year? Direct them to 

Deacon or Janessa Hackworth at 816-809-7338. Registration forms are in The 

Shepherd’s Staff and at church. 

Interested in volunteering for VBS? Volunteers are still needed for classroom 

helpers, teachers, and station leaders and helpers. Contact Janessa Hackworth at (816) 

809-7338 if interested. 

Organ Fund Campaign – We are pleased to announce that we have received over 

$76,700 in donations and pledges toward the Organ Fund. We are getting close to our 

$88,578 goal. We are so blessed! Please see the display in the Narthex. There is a 

chart that shows how you can “purchase a key on the organ” with your donation. 

There are 215 keys (including the pedals) on the organ. This means that each key is 

$412. Would you please consider purchasing a key for our new organ? Perhaps two or 

three? See the June issue of The Shepherd’s Staff for more details. UPDATE: We 

placed the initial order for the organ two weeks ago. We are told that it is possible our 

new organ will be ready for installation by October. This is exciting news! We will 

keep everyone posted. We still need donations to reach our goal for the total price. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SVP5GPH


MLA is seeking a School Administrative Assistant. The administrative assistant 

supports the school, collaborates with others, is a liaison to supporting ministries, and 

exhibits Christ-like behavior. For more information please contact Scott Dixon 

at sdixon@mlakc.com. School Administrative Assistant Description 

Men’s Dart Ball Begins this Fall: We are putting together a league for 2021-22 

comprised of CLC members and their invited friends. Won’t you join us? We will 

meet in the Ephphatha Room on the 2nd Thursday of each month beginning in 

September. Want to know more or sign up? See Deacon. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service (10:45 

a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you 

can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Service. 

DON’T FORGET… we update our website with new material every week. Make it a 

habit to check it out: www.christlc.net 

Summer includes Vacation Time… so don’t forget… if you go out of town, pastor 

can find a local church for you to attend. Can’t make it to church while away? 

Remember, we have Wednesday evening Service here at 7 p.m. 

PRAYER: Dear Jesus, thank You for the freedom that You earned for us. Let our 

hearts be so overflowing with thanksgiving that we are moved by Your love to share it 

with whomever You bring into our lives! Amen. 

Every blessing to you and yours, 

Pastor Arnold 
 

mailto:sdixon@mlakc.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gL_rqeqU2x678ZaboBRZUeV4scOLBaWjJSLpHCDa5Wo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
http://www.christlc.net/

