
Email from 7/08/2022 

Subject:  Church Updates: July 8th – from Pastor Froiland 

Dear Fellow-Redeemed, 

When his Small Catechism asks, “Which are these [sins that we should confess]?” Dr. 

Martin Luther answers, “Consider your place in life according to the Ten 

Commandments.” He goes on to point out the vocations in which the Christian lives 

(i.e. father, mother, son, daughter, worker, etc.) as well as the various pitfalls to which 

these stations are prone (disobedience, laziness, being quarrelsome, etc.) 

Consider your place in life. From the time of the fall in the Garden of Eden, the lives 

men and women are completely corrupted by sin. No longer was life lived selflessly, 

but only selfishly. Man is constantly tempted to look inward for good. The vain search 

for good within the self is the temptation of the inherited Old Adam still dwelling 

inside. Man struggles against looking only inside on himself: his wants, happiness, 

and desires above all else. He does not fear, love, and trust in God above all things; in 

fact, just the opposite: he wishes to be in the place of God. God created man in His 

own image, and, ever since the fall into sin, man has not ceased to try and return the 

favor. 

The Ten Commandments address the “self”-ish issue directly. In this first chief part of 

the catechism, there is a vertical relationship (man and God) and there is a horizontal 

relationship (man and his neighbors). Commandments 1-3 show the vertical 

relationship and Commandments 4-10 show the horizontal relationship. No matter 

which Commandments 2-10 we break, it is always an assault upon God as the center 

of our trust. Even in breaking the horizontal relationships, we are still offending 

against the vertical because it is God who has called us to live in harmony and love 

with our neighbor. The Ten Commandments act as a mirror to reflect our sinful 

thoughts, words, and deeds. 

The breaking of the Ten Commandments is a life-long struggle for the faithful. Yet, 

by proclamation of the Gospel, Christ grants forgiveness to you in His church. He was 

hung vertically on the cross (John 12:33-34). For three days He lay in the tomb 

horizontally. He was raised again on Easter morn. Now you too may die horizontally 

with Him in baptism and death (Romans 6:4), only to rise vertically to stand among 

the whole host of heaven. Therefore, consider this your place in the eternal life to 

come. 

  



Sunday's Sermon: Why is there no such thing as a self-made man? In what ways 

does our sinful nature fight against God's Law? How are God's commandments also a 

description of Him and His work? 

National Lutheran Youth Gathering – Wednesday/Thursday Return! All 

participants, Youth and Adult, will be returning to church around midnight or a bit 

after this Wednesday/Thursday. The motor coach will park in the South Parking Lot 

for unloading. For those arriving to pick-up Youth and/or Adults, PLEASE park 

inside the west or north lot. 

Be sure to sign-up by Sunday for the Steak and Swim that will be held on the 16th. 

OASIS is hosting their Ice Cream Social on Friday the 15th at 1:30PM. Come join 

them for some tasty treats! 

Permission Slips for Deacon’s VBS Class – Grades 5-6: This permission form 

needs to be turned in no later than July 11th. This permission slip is in addition to the 

regular Registration Form. 

VBS registration ends soon! Please return forms to church or submit an online form 

by July 11th. https://christlc.net/2022_vbs_online_registration_form. VBS is July 

25th-28th from 8:30-11:30am for Pre-K (must be 4 years old) through 6th grade. 

Contact Janessa Hackworth at (816) 809-7338 or nessaalms@gmail.com with any 

questions. 

MISSOURI DISTRICT NEWS: Help Lutheran Schools with your tax credits! The 

Missouri District has been approved as an Educational Assistance Organization under 

the State of Missouri – Empowerment Scholarship Accounts Tax Credit Program. 

Under this program, taxpayers will be able to direct qualified dollars to the 

scholarship program and receive tax credits for their participation. If you would like to 

be a part of this new endeavor, head to: mo.lcms.org/mo-scholars. Thank you for 

walking with students at Lutheran schools in Missouri! 

Save the date! The 4th Annual St. Stephen Lutheran Church Charity Golf Tournament 

benefiting Liberty Women’s Clinic will be held the morning of Saturday, August 27th. 

The Tournament will be at Excelsior Springs Golf Course. The cost is $100 per 

player, with lunch and drinks provided and pin prizes/hole contest included. There 

will also be a raffle and silent auction items available. For more information contact 

St. Stephen Lutheran (office@teamjesusliberty.org) or Robert Brinser 

at r.brinser@specialtyrolledmetals.com. Watch for more information in the coming 

weeks. 
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Prayer: Heavenly Father, grant Your mercy and grace to Your people in their many 

and various callings. Give them patience, and strengthen them in their Christian 

vocation of witness to the world and service to their neighbor in Christ’s name; 

through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

In His service, Pastor Froiland 


