
Email from 6/17/2022 

Subject:  Church Updates: June 17th – from Pastor Froiland 

Dear Parish Family, 

During his time as professor, Martin Luther wrote significant commentary on the 

book of Genesis. On the Genesis 24:22, “When the camels had done drinking, the man 

took a gold ring weighing a half shekel, and two bracelets for her arms weighing ten 

gold shekels,” Dr. Luther comments beautifully on the appropriate celebration of holy 

marriage, in a way that speaks to many other aspects of earthly life: 

“What is related in this passage seems completely carnal and worldly to reason, and I 

myself wonder why Moses has so much to say about such unimportant matters when 

above he has been very concise in the case of matters that are far more sublime. There 

is no doubt, however, that the Holy Spirit wanted these things to be written and to 

stand out for our instruction; for in the Holy Scripture nothing unimportant is put 

before us, and nothing unprofitable. . . . 

“This chapter (Genesis 24) has invited us to Rebecca’s marriage. Therefore let us hear 

the nuptial song as an example for young people, in order that they may learn to have 

honorable sentiments about marriage and both sexes, matters that are disparaged 

among the heathen, as can be observed in the Greek and Latin poets; for young people 

consider solely the flesh and thus insult God the Creator. We should put the text of 

Holy Scripture before their eyes. . . . 

“God wants weddings to be regarded with honor, in order to attract young people to 

an honorable marriage in contrast with pollutions of every kind and with promiscuity. 

Therefore He praises this moderate and honorable display and wanted it recorded. In 

the eyes of the monks it appears to be luxury. But it was His purpose to bear witness 

that the finery, the banquets, and the merriment connected with the wedding meet 

with His approval because of the final cause of marriage, which is the begetting and 

upbringing of children and the governing of the household, the state, and the church. 

“Let those who have been delivered from the condition human beings have in 

common be so; and let them delight in their gift of chastity. But this does not mean 

that the others sin when they marry and make merry in the manner customary at 

marriages. Indeed, God praises this and has much to say about married couples. Here 

the Holy Spirit adorns the bride in a wonderful way, as though nothing else were left 

for Him to concern Himself about or to teach. 

“But it is not our intention to provide a defense for the wicked Epicureans and 

antinomians in this way. If they hear this, they look for nothing but excessive luxury 



and gluttony, in which they exceed all bounds and transgress the laws of godliness 

and respectability. Thus in our customs too one sees horrible licentiousness in dress, 

finery, and banquets. Everyone supposes that he is allowed to do what he pleases 

without giving any consideration either to his station or to respectability. The burghers 

want to outdo the nobles with their expenditures and splendor; the nobles want to 

equal the princes and kings. This is departing too far to the right. 

“We condemn the excess and luxury of those who want to adorn themselves, to dress, 

and to revel in an extravagant manner without any fear of God. By contrast, these 

people — Rebecca and her parents, likewise Abraham and Isaac — lived in great 

humility and godliness, and they used this display (1) to honor marriage and (2) on 

account of the future generation, the church, and the state. And they did so in the fear 

of God, in faith, and with thanksgiving. 

“Hence we ought to steer a middle course, lest we become either Epicureans and 

dissolute or hypocrites and gloomy monks. Weddings should not be stripped of 

respectable displays and of respectable pleasures; but excesses by day and by night, 

extravagance in clothing, or unseemly pranks should in no wise be tolerated, because 

they are condemned in Holy Scripture. 

“Besides, God dislikes gloominess and is fond of a cheerful and upright heart; for 

there is enough other affliction and sorrow which the devil inflicts. The body must 

receive its honor and care, yet in such a way that it does not become wanton and 

addicted to every kind of depravity. Therefore a godly husband who carries heavy 

burdens in the government, in the church, or in the household should seek refreshment 

for his spirit.” (Luther’s Lectures on Genesis, Luther’s Works AE 4, pages 274–278). 

Looking for a reason to avoid cooking and a way to beat the heat? Join Christ 

Lutheran Pre-K for our summer fundraiser at Culver's on June 21st, between 5:00 - 

8:00pm. Culver's is located at 5901 NW 64th St, Kansas City, MO 64151. All funds 

raised will go towards a set of Accu-cut letters & numbers, and a full set of Arch 

Bible Story Books from Concordia Publishing House. We hope to see you there! 

Vacation Bible School for 2022. We’re getting ready for a great VBS July 25th-28th. 

The theme this year is ‘Rainforest Explorers’. Registration sheets are available in the 

Commons Area. We appreciate early registration as that helps in our planning – 

thanks! 

National Lutheran Youth Gathering – Forms Needed: All participants, Youth and 

Adult, need to turn in their completed forms within the next two weeks. Those two 

required forms: MEDICAL CONSENT AND LIABILITY RELEASE and 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL INFORMATION do NOT need to be notarized, but they 



DO need to have signatures. Please get these to Deacon by mail, by e-mail, or by 

physically bringing them to church. In the event Deacon is out of the office, please 

leave them in a sealed envelope in Deacon’s mailbox (close to the pop machine). 

Recently Graduated Seniors – Information Forms Needed: In preparation for SR 

Recognition Day on Sunday, July 31, and for the August Shepherd’s Staff, all recently 

graduated high school seniors were asked to complete information forms. Please get 

those completed forms to Deacon by mail, by e-mail, or by physically bringing them 

to church no later than Sunday, July 3rd! 

Previous YouTube Devotions and Livestream Services: Take a little time out and 

visit our YouTube page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service (10:45 

a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. 

Don't Forget … we frequently update our website with new material. Make it a habit 

to check it out: www.christlc.net 

There will be no congregational email next Friday, June 24th. 

Prayer: Most gracious God, we give thanks for the joy and blessings that You grant to 

husbands and wives. Assist them always by your grace that with true fidelity and 

steadfast love they may honor and keep their marriage vows, grow in love toward You 

and for each other, and come at last to the eternal joys that You have promised; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

In His service, Pastor Froiland 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
http://www.christlc.net/

