
Email from 4/22/2022 

Subject:  Church Updates: April 22nd – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-family, 

I think out of all the disciples I can most identify with Thomas. That may sound 

strange for anyone to admit because he is the doubting one – or better put – the 

disbelieving one. Why would anyone admit that they identify with the disbelieving 

(even if it just briefly) disciple? Well, maybe because to me Thomas sounds most like 

the people I know… people like me… who can be very pessimistic about various 

situations and life. 

I kind of get the idea that Thomas was hanging his head low, not really able to hold a 

decent conversation with anyone because of his grief, depressed because his teacher 

and Lord was gone and all that he was saying and doing had all been for naught. 

Thomas was reacting to the way he was feeling. 

We have been like that. “Oh, that will never happen,” we say. “Oh, I just can’t believe 

that to be true… I will just have to see it,” we say. We perhaps say such things 

because we simply don’t want to believe it – we are angry, depressed, obstinate, and 

disagreeable and will say the opposite of whatever someone else says to be true – 

even if it is true. 

Christ Jesus is our wisdom and our strength. Still in the glow of the empty tomb of 

Easter, we stand before our Lord confessing His faith. We stand before His throne at 

God’s great command. Jesus says, “Come to me all you who are weary and heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest.” When we hear those words we think, they are for sure 

for me. Listen to the command of Jesus to Thomas. These words are for you too. 

“Bring your finger here,” Jesus says. “Put your hand here,” Jesus says. “Stop 

disbelieving and believe,” Jesus says. 

I can identify with a disciple like this. Thomas was hot and cold. He was passionate in 

a way that would lead him to death and passionate about how Jesus was not alive 

again. Sometimes anger, even depression, can cause us to be pessimistic about 

specific situations in life. I’ve been there and I imagine you have as well. It just will 

not turn out the way we hoped. It just won’t work out. Why do these things always 

happen to me? 

Life is rough in these ways. But the life that Jesus lived was for the sake of a life to 

come where all things that trouble us will do so no more. Jesus is the way the truth 

and the life. His hands and side show us what compassion taken upon the Lord looks 

like – compassion for you and your life. And now Jesus says, “Peace.” In me is your 



peace and life and forgiveness. In your ups and your downs, God says, “My peace is 

your peace.” May God continue to bless you and keep you in this peace He grants to 

you. Amen. 

  

Come hear Pastor Bryan Wolfmueller speak on How To Be A Public Christian in 

Today’s World on Thursday May 12 at 7pm at our Smithville, Missouri 

campus.Pastor Wolfmueller is an LCMS pastor of St. Paul and Jesus Deaf Lutheran 

Churches in Austin, Texas. He is a regular guest on Lutheran Public Radio’s Issues, 

etc speaking on topics of What I wish my Non-Lutheran Family Understood About, 

Your Unanswered Bible Questions, and The Person and Work of Christ. His love of 

Jesus can also be seen and heard through his YouTube Sunday Drive Home videos. 

Speaking event $35 

Thursday May 12- 7PM-8PM   1103 South Commercial Smithville Missouri 

Speaking event tickets can be purchased through Venmo Our-SaviorLutheran with 

description "Pastor Wolfmueller" or by calling Julie Kurtz at 816.289.4104 

Dinner with Pastor Wolfmueller $125 

Thursday May 12- Meet and Greet 5:00PM with Dinner at 5:30PM - Includes above 

speaking event. 

Since seating is limited, please contact Julie Kurtz 816.289.4104 with questions 

and/or to purchase tickets. 

  

Spring Clean-up Day, TOMORROW! Join us tomorrow beginning at 8 a.m. for 

Spring Clean-up Day. There will be work outside and inside. Many hands make for 

light work. 

Christ Lutheran and the Missouri District SHINE Event – Tomorrow, April 
23: LCMS congregations all over Missouri are determined to serve others in their 

communities during the last week of April in a District-Wide Servant Event 

called SHINE! Lutheran will be a participant in this effort too! Many thanks to Avery 

Rothert for giving leadership to this event! On Sat., April 23 from 9:00 AM – Noon, 

we will help with the needs of Synergy Services in Parkville. Synergy serves those 

abused in domestic violence situations and displaced children. Our particular event 

will allow us to serve in three general and yet very different ways: 1) Assembling 



Welcome Baskets 2) Card Making 3) Indoor and Outdoor Cleaning. A sign-up poster, 

inside the Fellowship Commons, is crying out for your name to volunteer! Free t-

shirts (on display beside the poster) will be given for you to wear on the 23rd. 

PLEASE join this effort – what a GREAT way to be His Hands! 

Pastor Arnold’s Farewell – Will be this Sunday, April 24th. We will have a cake 

reception during the Bible study hour beginning at 9:15 a.m. Pastor has accepted the 

Divine Call to serve Village Lutheran Church in Ladue, MO. Please keep Pastor’s 

family, our Parish-family, and the staff in your prayers during this time of transition 

and vacancy. 

We are in need of volunteers to help pick-up and set out the donuts on Sunday 

mornings. If you enjoy the donuts and are able to help, please see the sign-up sheet on 

the bulletin board next to the kitchen, or contact John Ramos at 816-519-7438 

or jramos1466@gmail.com. Thank you to those who have already volunteered! 

Plan now to join us for our Organ Concert, which will be on Friday, April 29th. 

Beginning at 7:00PM, Keith Sandrock will showcase our brand-new custom 3-

manual, 58-stop Allen Organ and its many capabilities. Come and enjoy, and bring a 

friend! 

Fellowship Committee Survey! Please take a few moments to complete the quick 

survey regarding activities for our Parish family this year. Your feedback is 

appreciated. If you are interested in joining the Fellowship Committee, please contact 

John Ramos at jramos1466@gmail.com or 816-519-7438. Please click here to find 

the survey. 

Support for Ukraine Through Partner Churches: To support the people of 

Ukraine, please pray for them. If you desire to contribute to their needs, there are three 

ways to donate: You can go to www.lcms.org/givenow/displaced. You can 
Text LCMSUKRAINE to 41-444. Or you can call the LCMS at 888-930-4438. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

ACCESS TO LIVESTREAM: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service 

(10:45 a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. 

DON’T FORGET… we update our website with new material every week. Make it a 

habit to check it out: www.christlc.net 
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Allow me to take a moment and say that God has truly blessed my family and me with 

the opportunity to serve the members and friends of Christ Lutheran Church for these 

many years. Thank you for your love and support. You have made such a remarkable 

and blessed impact on our lives. God will continue to bless, preserve and strengthen 

Christ Lutheran in the months and years ahead. 

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the 

Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 

The Lord bless you and keep you always. 

In Christ’s Service, Pastor Arnold 

 


