
Email from 2/11/2022 

Subject:  Church Updates: February 11th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-family, 

In the course of the Church Year we have two great periods of preparation; Advent 

and Lent. Advent is longingly joyful while Lent is penitential and serious. The time of 

preparation for Easter is longer than that of Christmas, for Easter is the focal point 

around which the Church Year revolves. When Lent makes its appearance on Ash 

Wednesday (March 2nd) the time of “serious penitence” will begin. 

For many years the Church accomplished the preparation for Easter with three 

important phases: Pre-Lent, Lent, and Passion. Over time, the “Pre-Lent” (the 

“Gesima” Sundays) season was replaced with a longer Epiphany Season. Epiphany 

(which means appearing) began on January 6th and extends all the way to Ash 

Wednesday. Yet, the Historic Lectionary (which we use) encourages the church to 

continue to use the “Pre-Lent” Gesima Sundays to prepare the congregation for the 

more penitential Lenten Season. 

The three Sundays of Pre-Lent which begin this coming Sunday introduce the period 

of penitence; the Sundays of Lent are strictly a time for penitence and examination. 

The names of the three Pre-Lenten Sundays relate to Easter (Septuagesima, 

Sexagesima, Quinquagesima) and how many days are left until the Resurrection of 

our Lord. From Ash Wednesday to Easter is forty-six days, but the six Sundays are 

not counted, so we have forty days. 

Christ’s will is that all possible and appropriate means be employed to spread the 

teachings of Jesus our Savior. Pre-Lent is only one such “season” to take the 

opportunity to invite someone to Church and to hear God’s Word. Of course, while 

we do the inviting, success depends on the grace of God. By and of ourselves we 

cannot persuade a single person, for “no man can come to Me unless the Father who 

sent Me draws him” (John 6:44). Our task is to invite – the “success” will be left to 

God. 

Septuagesima (this Sunday) brings us an invitation to become laborers in God’s 

vineyard; Sexagesima presents the task we are to perform; and Quinquagesima states 

the purpose of our activity. My hope is that “Pre-Lent” brings us the strength and 

fervor to share God’s Word and to invite someone new to Church. Consider finding 

one, maybe two maybe ten people in your life to bring to Church with you when you 

come on Sunday morning or Wednesday evening. Perhaps the Gospel readings during 

February’s Pre-Lenten time will help inspire you. May God richly bless you and keep 

you as we make our way toward our Lord’s blessed death for our life on Good Friday 



and marvelous Resurrection which shows how we have been raised from the dead in 

Christ as well. 

  

Our 2022 Directory of Disciples are ready! Grab one the next time you are at 

church. Thank you to Myron Schelp’s office for covering the printing costs, and Linda 

Reinhardt for her help. 

It’s time for the 19th Annual Martin Luther Academy Fundraiser Auction – 
Saturday, March 5th. There are three things you can do: 1) Please help! Volunteer to 

assist with item intake and photography. Contact the school office for more 

information – 734-1060. 2) Please donate! A typical MLA Auction boasts over 500 

items! It is not too late to grab a great deal and donate to help the school. 3) Please 

register! Live music, dinner, cash bar, MLA spotlight silent and live auction! This is 

a great time to get to connect, celebrate, and support our school! Don't want to come 

in person? No problem. Online bidding for the silent auction can be purchased 

separately. Click here for more information. 

Centralized Committee Meetings – February 20th. If you serve on a committee, or 

would like to serve on a committee, please attend. We will meet at 7:00PM for a quick 

devotion and then we will break out into our various committees. Do plan to come and 

join us. 

Adult Information Organizational Meeting: Sunday, March 13th at 6:00PM. Do 

you know someone who would like to join our church? Would you like a refresher 

course about what the Christian church, specifically the Lutheran Church, believes? 

Plan to attend and invite someone new. 

February 19-21, 2022 – SR-LYF/JR-LYF Ski Trip: The annual LYF Ski Trip to 

Chestnut Mountain, Galena, Illinois begins this Saturday morning! Please meet in the 

upper church parking lot at 7:00AM so that we can get an early start on our drive. 

Please get payments to Deacon as soon as possible. We will be returning on Monday 

afternoon sometime after 3:30PM. 

Donation Table for College Care Packages. Beginning this Sunday and 

going through March 10, OASIS will have a collection table near the kitchen where 

the congregation can donate items for our college student care packages. We will plan 

to assemble the packages at our OASIS function on March 11 at 10:30AM, followed 

by a potluck. Examples of items to donate are individual packages of gum, candy, 

snack crackers, cookies, granola bars, popcorn, highlighters, sticky notes, and other 

items that might be useful or fun for studying. (Please no chips since they will be 

https://martinlutheracademy.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/19thAnnualFundraiserAuctionATimetoBuild/tabid/1276379/Default.aspx


crushed and no liquids because they are heavy). We are hopeful that most of the 

packages can be picked up from church after March 11 assembly. Packages not picked 

up will be mailed in April. For questions, please see Judy Gibson or a member of the 

OASIS committee. Thanks! 

Enrollment and Re-Enrollment at Martin Luther Academy is open for the 2022-

2023 school year. Please contact Mrs. Martens at 816.217.6199 to schedule a tour or 

for more information. You can also visit our school 

website. www.MartinLutherAcademy.org Kindergarten seats are filling quickly. 

It’s pizza time! Christ Lutheran Pre-K is holding a digital fundraiser with Little 

Caesar’s, and we would love for you to be a part of it. This fundraiser is simple – 

order a make-your-own pizza kit online, it will be delivered directly to your house, 

and Christ Lutheran Pre-K will receive $6.00 from each pizza kit, to use for general 

improvements to our classrooms and school! Below is the link for YOU, our “sellers.” 

When you follow the link, you will be asked to set up a free account. Once your 

account is set up, you can click on your new personal seller link. The fundraiser will 

end on Wednesday, February 23. Please call or e-mail the school office (816-741-

8031) if you have any issues or questions, and we will do our best to help. 

https://fundraising.littlecaesars.com/login/join-fundraiser/326cba30-64db-4ae4-954b-

efec348ce6c2 

  

Continue to make positive changes into your New Year by joining a new Bible 

Study! We have a number of options throughout the week: Sunday morning at 9:30, 

Tuesday at 10:30AM, Wednesday at 5:30PM is Women’s Bible Study, and Friday 

morning at 6:00 is Men’s Bible Study. Talk with one of the pastors or with Deacon 

Buchholz for more information. 

Check out “Sunday Drive Home” from my friend Pr. Bryan Wolfmueller. He talks 

about how a grain of wheat teaches the secret of the Kingdom of God. You can find 

the video by clicking here. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service (10:45 

a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you 

can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Service. 

http://www.martinlutheracademy.org/
https://fundraising.littlecaesars.com/login/join-fundraiser/326cba30-64db-4ae4-954b-efec348ce6c2
https://fundraising.littlecaesars.com/login/join-fundraiser/326cba30-64db-4ae4-954b-efec348ce6c2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNAGb8jmX7w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods


Don't Forget… we update our website with new material every week. Make it a habit 

to check it out: www.christlc.net 

Prayer – Dear Heavenly Father, as we enter the time of Pre-Lent, keep us ever 

mindful of the tremendous sacrifice you made for us. You display your love in all that 

you give. Help us to show others your love and sacrifice. Grant your servants the 

peace that passes all understanding. In Jesus name, Amen. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

In Christ’s Service, Pastor Arnold 

 

http://www.christlc.net/

