
Email from 2/04/2022 

Subject:  Church Updates: February 4th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Church-family, 

Today’s devotion comes from Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz of the Lutheran Center for 

Religious Liberty in Washington D.C. 

The reading is from Luke 4:18-19 and 21, where Jesus reads words from Isaiah 61 and 

then adds a most remarkable assertion: “’The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 

He has anointed me to proclaim Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 

liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who 

are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor’”….And, He began to say to 

them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing!” 

IN CHRIST, THERE’S FREEDOM….FREEDOM THAT LASTS! 

It was a Sabbath day back in Jesus’ day. He stood up, read a portion of the Bible from 

Isaiah, and then said that all of these things were now fulfilled IN HIM. Wow, what a 

synagogue service that must have been! He said that God the Father had sent Him to 

proclaim good news to the poor, liberty to the captives, sight to the blind, liberty to 

those who were oppressed, and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. What’s even 

more amazing is that He brought all those blessings with Him as He brought God’s 
eternal freedom, eternal riches, and eternal redemption to all who believe. 

But, then, like today, we tend to think that we know what all that means, even more 

than God himself does. We think that we've got it all figured out. We don’t need a 

messiah or a savior for liberty, freedom, and sight, NO. All we have to do is try 

harder, think smarter, or throw more money at the problem AND OUR WISDOM 

WILL WIN OUT. Sadly, then, like now, because of our sin and arrogance, we often 

CAN'T see our own foolishness when it is plain to anyone who is willing to look. 

And, when it comes to the FREEDOM that Christ brings, we often miss that too, even 

though it is the one thing that we really need. 

I WAS REMINDED OF THE DEPTH OF OUR FOOLISHNESS WHEN I HEARD 

ABOUT THE STORY OF A PROJECT THAT WAS BEING CONDUCTED at the 

University of Oklahoma. You can read more about it in an article by Paul Harvey, a 

nationally-syndicated columnist, which was published in a Los Angeles newspaper on 
January 1, 1980. He said, 

My son Paul Jr, while doing research for a “The Rest of the Story” broadcast, became 
acquainted with a research project at the University of Oklahoma. 



...For many years, a project was underway to teach a 15-year-old chimpanzee named 

“Washoe” to talk by combining sign language with simple recognition. Over the 

years, the chimp learned 140 different signs. 

Finally, the project directors decided that it was time for Washoe to “conceptualize” 

meaning, SO, instead of merely imitating human words, she would express thoughts 

on her own. Now, understand that Washoe was a pampered animal in the university’s 

laboratory. She was well fed, physically comfortable, and safe from harm. And yet, 

when she was able to put words together to make a phrase on her own, the first, which 

she has used repeatedly, was, “Let me out!” (Click here to read the story online) 

THE SO CALLED “SMART PEOPLE” MISSED THE WHOLE THING, DIDN'T 

THEY? Even the chimpanzee knew that freedom was precious. Well, even worse, the 

people of Jesus’ day sinfully, arrogantly missed the point too. It was for freedom that 

God was to set them free in Jesus. But, instead of embracing what was God’s to give, 

THE PEOPLE GOT MAD AT JESUS because he WAS CLAIMING TO BE THE 

SOLUTION FOR ALL THESE ISSUES, ON HIS TERMS ALONE (see Luke 4:28-

29). You see, His life, His death on the cross, and His resurrection alone provide 

eternal liberty and freedom from sin and death for you. And they are given freely by 

grace to be received through faith. Today, put your faith in Him, because in Him 

God’s everlasting favor and eternal freedom from all that would afflict us are 
promised to all who believe. 

  

  

It’s pizza time! Christ Lutheran Pre-K is holding a digital fundraiser with Little 

Caesar’s, and we would love for you to be a part of it. This fundraiser is simple – 

order a make-your-own pizza kit online, it will be delivered directly to your house, 

and Christ Lutheran Pre-K will receive $6.00 from each pizza kit, to use for general 

improvements to our classrooms and school! Below is the link for YOU, our “sellers.” 

When you follow the link, you will be asked to set up a free account. Once your 

account is set up, you can click on your new personal seller link. The fundraiser will 

end on Wednesday, Feb. 23. Please call or e-mail the Pre-K office if you have any 

issues or questions, and we will do our best to help. 816-741-8031 

https://fundraising.littlecaesars.com/login/join-fundraiser/326cba30-64db-4ae4-954b-

efec348ce6c2 

  

http://gentleworld.org/chimpanzee-voices-plea/
https://fundraising.littlecaesars.com/login/join-fundraiser/326cba30-64db-4ae4-954b-efec348ce6c2
https://fundraising.littlecaesars.com/login/join-fundraiser/326cba30-64db-4ae4-954b-efec348ce6c2


THIS SUNDAY – 13th Annual Trivia Night Fun’Raiser: Teams may arrive at 

Cinder Block Brewery (110 East 18th Ave, - NKC) any time after 3:00 PM. Tables 

will be occupied on a first arrived/first selected basis. The actual competition begins at 

4:00 PM sharp. Parking is limited – arrive in plenty of time to be at your tables ready 

to play! Tables are small – 5 feet in diameter – bring food/snacks as you wish, but be 

aware of limited table space. Contact Deacon if you have any other questions. 

Would you be interested in supplying some treats for the fellowship time after the 

morning Lenten services? We are still in need of a few people to volunteer. If you are 

interested, please call Lynda Reinert at 816-741-9296. She has the sign-up sheet. 

February 12, 2022 – 2:00-4:00 PM – Kids For Christ/Little Lambs Bumper 
Bowling: Little Lambs (infant thru Kindergarten) and Kids For Christ (Grades 1-5) 

are invited to meet at Gladstone Bowl to enjoy an afternoon of Strikes and 

Spares…(and yes, Splits too). No money will be needed this year if you would like to 

bowl! Moms and Dads can bowl too. We will have THREE lanes reserved for this fun 

outing. Please sign-up…names of children AND parents. 

February 19-21, 2022 – SR-LYF/JR-LYF Ski Trip Sign-Up: The annual LYF Ski 

Trip to Chestnut Mountain in Galena, Illinois will take place Saturday, February 19 

thru Monday, February 21, 2022. Sign-up may continue as long as accommodations 

are still available. See Deacon immediately if you have any questions. 

Start off your New Year by joining a new Bible Study! We have a number of 

options throughout the week: Sunday morning at 9:30, Tuesday at 10:30am, 

Wednesday at 5:30pm is Women’s Bible Study, and Friday morning at 6:00 is Men’s 

Bible Study. Talk with one of the pastors or with Deacon Buchholz for more 

information. 

Peace Lutheran Church (8240 Blue Ridge Blvd.) is hosting a Trivia Night 

Fundraiser on Saturday, February 26 @ 4pm. Proceeds benefit their youth traveling to 

the 2022 LCMS Youth Gathering in Houston, TX and also Peace's Education Wing 

Remodel. For more information, contact Cindy Rolf at 314-598-3360 

or Cynthia.rolf@yahoo.com. 

Restoring Christianity to Russia: The Lutheran Theological Seminary in 

Novosibirsk prepares pastors, deacons, and deaconesses as workers for the Siberian 

Evangelical Lutheran Church. To find out more about our mission please visit our 

website: https://savetheseminary.org 

Daily Bible Reading Plan. It’s not too late to start your New Year off with a Bible 

reading plan to read through the entire bible. Click here to find it. 

mailto:Cynthia.rolf@yahoo.com
https://savetheseminary.org/
https://rightlydividedbible.wordpress.com/about/


YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service (10:45 

a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you 

can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Service. 

DON’T FORGET… we update our website with new material every week. Make it a 

habit to check it out: www.christlc.net 

  

PRAYER: Dear Lord Jesus, give me the wisdom to recognize what You say I need. 

Then fill me with your grace, mercy, and peace for a liberty that can never be taken 
away. AMEN. 

The Lord’s peace and comfort be with you. 

Pastor Arnold 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
http://www.christlc.net/

