
Email from 1/28/2022 

Subject:  Church Updates: January 28th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Parish-family, 

Rev. Dr. Lee Hagan shares with us the following devotion: 

More Than Just Dad Jokes 

When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 

him. Matthew 1:24 

Our culture has made fatherhood into something silly. “Dad Clothes,” “Dad Jokes,” 

and even “Dad Music,” are all greeted with a collective groan of a society that seems 

to ridicule the role of a father. The idea of “Father Knows Best” seems as archaic as a 

black and white television show. However, our heavenly Father designed the family 

for the sake of the care and instruction of children. Perhaps, we can garner some 

guidance on God’s plan for fatherhood from history’s most famous step-father, 

Joseph. 

Saints Matthew and Luke both provide insights into the role that Joseph played as the 

earthly father of the long-promised Messiah. In Matthew’s Gospel in chapters 1 and 2, 

an angel of the Lord appears to Joseph four different times and gives directions to him 

regarding the care and protection of Mary and the Child. Matthew records no oral 

response from Joseph. He simply does what he was directed to do. As Matthew had 

previously noted, Joseph was a just or righteous man. He demonstrates that obedience 

doing things that seemed shocking to the uninstructed. However, Joseph takes in his 

pregnant fiancée, takes her all the way to Egypt, and then returns to Israel, eventually 

Galilee all according to the instructions that were given to him. In Luke’s Gospel, 

though Joseph’s involvement is little more than implied, the Child is circumcised 

according to the Law and given the name Jesus, purification is made for Him, and 

every year the family comes to Jerusalem for Passover. In both accounts, Joseph is 

silent, but always faithful. 

God’s design for families is just as important today. Though not his own biological 

son, Joseph did what He was commanded to do according to God’s Word. Our prayer 

is that fathers today will be like Joseph, caring for their children and bringing them up 

in the fear and instruction of the Lord. Children do not need Dads who are hip. They 

need fathers who bring them to God’s House and teach them God’s Word. Dads are 

also able to teach their children to drive or play catch, to ride a bike or to fish, but 

there is nothing more important in a Father’s calling than to help them hear the voice 

of their heavenly Father through His Word. No children think their father is cool and 



that’s okay. May God help all earthly fathers and step-fathers to be like Joseph and to 

simply carry out the responsibilities given to them. When they fail, may they never 

forget that they are forgiven by their Heavenly Father on account of His one, perfect 

Son, Jesus. 

  

Fourth Quarter/End of Year Giving Statements are available in the narthex. Please 

take yours. 

This Sunday both our choirs, bell and vocal, will be adding their musical offerings 

in our services. We thank both our choirs who work hard to add beautiful music to our 

worship. 

Also, this Sunday … We celebrate Holy Communion at both Services. We will use 

Divine Service Setting One. The Gospel text, Matthew 8:22-27 is the sermon text. 

Don’t miss Adult Bible Study – We are studying the very interesting Book of 

Esther. Her story is amazing and worth our study. Join us at 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School for our Children is off and running this year. Do have your children 

come and be a part of it with us. If you would like to serve as a Sunday School 

teacher, please let Deacon know. 

Please note there is no Women’s Bible study this coming Wednesday. 

February 6, 2022 – 13th Annual Trivia Night Fun’Raiser: Sign-ups will need to 

end THIS WEDNESDAY! Please limit your teams to having no more than 8 persons 

per team. Details can be found on the poster inside the Fellowship Commons. Don’t 

wait any longer – Please sign-up ASAP! 

February 12, 2022 – 2:00-4:00 PM – Kids For Christ/Little Lambs Bumper 
Bowling: Little Lambs (infant thru Kindergarten) and Kids For Christ (Grades 1-5) 

are invited to meet at Gladstone Bowl to enjoy an afternoon of Strikes and 

Spares…(and yes, Splits too). No money will be needed this year if you would like to 

bowl! Moms and Dads can bowl too. We will have FOUR lanes reserved for this fun 

outing. Please sign-up…names of children AND parents. 

February 19-21, 2022 – SR-LYF/JR-LYF Ski Trip Sign-Up: The annual LYF Ski 

Trip to Chestnut Mountain in Galena, Illinois will take place Saturday, February 19 

thru Monday, February 21, 2022. Sign-up may continue as long as accommodations 

are still available. See Deacon immediately if you have any questions. 



Daily Bible Reading Plan. It’s not too late to start your New Year off with a Bible 

reading plan to read through the entire bible. Click here to find it. 

YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service (10:45 

a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you 

can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Service. 

Don't Forget … we update our website with new material every week. Make it a 

habit to check it out: www.christlc.net 

Prayer – Heavenly Father, we give thanks to you for the blessing of Christian homes 

where the love of Christ remains at the center for all who dwell therein. Grant Your 

Spirit’s guidance all those who bear the responsibility of fatherhood that they might 

follow in the example of Joseph and dutifully live according to Your commands that 

those children entrusted to their care may lead lives of faith according to Your Word; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Every blessing to you and yours. I pray you have a great day and weekend. I hope to 

see you in the Lord’s house. GO CHIEFS! 

In Christ’s Service, Pastor Arnold 

https://rightlydividedbible.wordpress.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
http://www.christlc.net/

