
Email from 1/14/2022 

Subject:  Church Updates: January 14th – from Pastor Arnold 

Dear Church Family, 

The Gospel reading for coming Sunday is a familiar story from John 2. Jesus turns 

water into wine. We will delve into what we call Jesus’ first miraculous sign in more 

detail on Sunday. However, there are two things that strike me as interesting about 

this story that I will not touch on in the sermon. 

First, Jesus says something interesting to His mother Mary. When she tells Jesus that 

they have run out of wine (which would have been a scandal at a wedding feast), 

Jesus tells Mary, “Woman, what does this have to do with me?” Essentially Jesus is 

saying to His mother, Leave things to me and I will settle them in my own way.” 

Second is Mary’s reaction. She says to those in her company, “Do whatever it is that 

He tells you.” Two very interesting statements and they very telling reactions for the 

challenges and tragedies we face today. 

In all reality, in our times of trouble and in our petitions to Him Jesus says, “Leave 

things to me and I will settle them in my own way.” That’s what He said to Mary that 

day at the wedding in Cana and that’s what He says to you and me. That’s not always 

what we want – because we always think we know better for ourselves. We know 

what we need and we need God to settle things our way rather than His way. This 

stems from the way we continue to look inwardly for all the answers as we think we 

got it all figured out. In all reality that could not be further from the truth. God knows 

what’s best for us even when we second guess His work in our lives. That’s not 

uncommon to do. But beloved in the Lord, realize that God has it all figured out. He 

knows what we need – a lot better than even we know what we need. 

And then look at Mary’s reaction. Mary is the example for you and me today. Her 

reaction, though she probably didn’t totally understand exactly what Jesus was going 

to do to make things right, was one of total trust that Jesus would do what needed to 

be done. She simply tells the servants to “do whatever He tells you.” Mary is the 

mother of Jesus – yet she has an amazing faith in her own Son to make things right 

again. She is the one who leaves it all in the Lord’s hands. She is the one who turns it 

over to the better judgment of God rather than what she thinks needs to be done. She 

is the example of faith that trusts in the Lord that whatever the outcome may be it will 

be satisfactory. 

Jesus says, “Leave things to me and I will settle them in my own way.” Mary says, 

“Do whatever He tells you.” The action of our Savior as we leave it in His hands is 

our faith that He knows better than us. The reaction of Mary is one we are to emulate 



as well. How wonderful it would be if we could give it all over to God and allow Him 

to guide and direct us without standing in the way of His work for us. Beloved in the 

Lord – we can. Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding says the writer of the Proverbs. We have His saving work on the cross 

to trust. We have His work to lean on and to know that – He does know better because 

He has finished the work. Amen. 

  

The flower chart for 2022 is up in the narthex. Look to see which dates you’d like 

to choose to donate a floral offering. Be sure to fill out a form and return it and 

payment to the church office. 

Start off your New Year by joining a new Bible Study! We have a number of 

options throughout the week: Sunday morning at 9:30, Tuesday at 10:30am, 

Wednesday at 5:30pm is Women’s Bible Study, and Friday morning at 6:00 is Men’s 

Bible Study. Talk with one of the pastors or with Deacon Buchholz for more 

information. 

Sunday Adult Bible Study – We have begun a Study of the Book of Esther. Did you 

know that Esther saved her people from the hand of a tyrant ruler? Did you know that 

this is the only book of the Bible that the name of God is not mentioned? Find out 

more about Esther’s fascinating story and join us at 9:30 a.m. 

January 16, 2022 – ALL-Youth and Family Games Night – NEW TIME 4:00-
6:00 PM! Bring your favorite Board Games and a snack to share for this fun time at 

church! Doors will open a little before 4:00 PM. We will have a few large group 

games for all before having age-appropriate games available to be played in small 

groups. Time has been changed to 4:00 PM to accommodate those wishing to be 

home for the evening NFL playoff game. See you there! 

February 6, 2022 – 12th Annual Trivia Night Fun’Raiser: Sign-ups have begun! 

Please limit your teams to having no more than 8 persons per team. Details can be 

found on the poster inside the Fellowship Commons. Please sign up ASAP! 

February 19-21, 2022 – SR-LYF/JR-LYF Ski Trip Sign-Up: The annual LYF Ski 

Trip to Chestnut Mountain in Galena, Illinois will take place Saturday, February 19 

thru Monday, February 21, 2022. Sign-up may continue as long as accommodations 

are still available. See Deacon immediately if you have any questions. 



YouTube Devotions and Previous Livestream Services: Video devotions continue 

on Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Take a little time out and visit our YouTube 

page or tune in on Facebook. Here is our YouTube page. 

Access to Livestream: You have TWO options to view the Divine Service (10:45 

a.m.) on Sunday. 1) Facebook page or 2) Vimeo. If you go to our Vimeo page, you 

can view the most recent Bible studies and Church Service. 

Don’t Forget … we update our website with new material every week. Make it a 

habit to check it out: www.christlc.net 

Prayer – Dear Heavenly Father, continue to guide and lead us by Your Epiphany star 

which is Your Holy Word this season. Protect your church from all harm and danger. 

Keep us steadfast in the true faith you have instilled in us. Grant peace to our nation 

and guard all those in harm’s way. In Jesus name. Amen. 

In Christ’s Service, Pastor Arnold 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC18UyxXyAwpNQ_vc0myVX9w
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Lutheran-Church-Missouri-Synod-113473455352580/
https://vimeo.com/christlcplattewoods
http://www.christlc.net/

