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The Greatest Christmas Gift 

“The Dayspring from on high hath visited us, to give light to 
them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the way of peace.”  Luke 1:78-79 

The Savior’s light and the Savior’s peace, as promised by the 
pledge of our text… 

In December of 1944, Dr. Walter A. Maier preached the 
following portion of a sermon over the airways on The 
Lutheran Hour program.  In this time, during these times of 
our lives, it is well for us to hear these timeless words again…   

“Thank heaven for Christmas!  It shows us that Jesus has come into the 
darkness of ignorance, where men, as in deep midnight, grope blindly for the 
truth.  Yet millions of Americans know nothing of the Savior and His 
redemption.  Some may have a string of college degrees but they are religious 
illiterates.  A student of our seminary was standing before a St. Louis 
department-store window which depicted the Nativity scene.  A child beside 
him, wide-eyed in amazement at the colorful figures of the shepherds with the 
sheep, Wise Men with the camels, pointed to the cradled Babe and eagerly 
asked, “Who’s that?”  When the mother answered, “Jesus,” the child 
continued uncertainly, “Jesus who, Mom?”  Similarly, if you would inquire of 
people who crowd downtown streets in this holiday rush, “Do you know 
anything about Mary and Joseph?” many of them would counter: “Mary who?  
Joseph who?  Do you mean Joseph Stalin?”  If you would say to our financiers, 
“Do you know the way of redemption?” many would answer: “What 
redemption? Redemption of War bonds?”  If you would put the question to 
brokers, “What do you think of Bethlehem?” many would demand, “What 
Bethlehem?  Bethlehem Steel?”  Our country has many, many churches but the 
other day I met a man fifty-nine years old, who had never before crossed the 
threshold into God’s house.” 

Let us keep in mind the opportunities we have to share our blessed Jesus 
during this Advent/Christmas-tide.  We might think our neighbors know… but do 
they really?  Invite them to attend worship with you at one of our Midweek 
Advent or Christmas Services.  Into the darkness comes “The Dayspring from 
on high,” Jesus, “The Light of the world!”   May God richly bless you and keep 

you this Advent and Christmas-tide. 

 

Pastor Arnold 



Time for Advent 
Human life is nothing more and nothing less than a collection of time—and a finite, limited 

collection at that.  So what you do with your time indicates your values and priorities.  A few 
hours spent watching a football game, an afternoon driving back and forth running errands, 
waking up early to work out at the gym, or an evening out with your friends speaks volumes 
about who you are and what you value. 

 

To attend church and a Bible study each week will take about 2 hours of your time—maybe 
a little more depending on how far of a drive you have.  Take a moment to think through your 
week.  How many activities in your week take up more than 2 hours of your time? How many of 
those activities are absolute necessities (eating, sleeping, working) and how many are optional and 
at your discretion (TV, reading, working out, talking on the phone, surfing the web, kids’ sporting 
activities, etc.)? 

 

If you want to live a full, vibrant, joyful Christian life there is simply no substitute for 
weekly attendance to the Divine Service.  It all begins with the Means of Grace place (church), 
where all God’s promises of salvation are given out.  Make these gifts define you.  This is the hub 
of the wheel by which all our time spins.  The rest of the Christian life connects to this hub.  Take 
away the hub and the wheel doesn’t work—start skipping Sundays and see your Christian life 
unravel. 

 

  Putting God’s gifts first will likely mean sacrifices for you.  Why? The world does not 
respect Sunday as it used to.  There are sporting events, work requirements, and so forth that can 
conflict with Sunday attendance.  These conflicts generally fall into two categories: hard conflicts 
and soft conflicts. 

 

The Hard Conflicts.  It’d be great if all jobs allowed for workers to have Sundays off.  But 
we can’t all have that.  Some people are employed as shift workers in manufacturing.  One week 
they work the day shift, the next week afternoons, and the next weekends.  Others work four days 
on, four days off year-round.  Their employers may not differentiate between the days of the week.  
For example, my father and mother both work jobs that require them to work some Sundays out of 
the month.  So how do we make time in the face of such hard conflicts? Our parish-family offers a 
worship time on Wednesday evenings (7pm) all year long, keeping in mind specifically shift 
workers, those who travel on weekends, and others who can’t make it out on Sunday mornings.  
And, as an added bonus, during our Advent (and Lent) Wednesdays (10am and 7pm) you’ll find 
new sermons, readings, and hymns where you’ll also receive God’s promises.  There simply is no 
substitute for weekly attendance to receive God’s gifts for you.              

The Soft Conflicts.  A child’s sports team, vacations, a tough week at work and a desire to 
sleep in on Sunday—setting any of these things aside to make time for church is a real sacrifice, 
but it’s a sacrifice that pays off in the long run.  As a student athlete, even up through my seminary 
years, I can attest to the many benefits of being involved in sports (goal setting, communication, 
and perseverance, to name a few).  But what’s more important to teach our children: teamwork on 
the field, or God’s Word and putting Him first in our lives? Vacations are important times to get 
away, but what better way to relax on a trip than to receive God’s promised Sabbath rest in Word 
and Sacrament? What better way to get away from a tough week at work than to “… put aside the 
work you do so that God may work in you” in the Divine Service? (LSB 581:4) 

 

So make the time for Advent (which is liturgically the beginning of the church year) and for 
the rest of the year to worship.  Make the reception of God’s Means of Grace (Word, Baptism, 
Absolution, Sacrament of the Altar) your priority.  Seize the gifts Christ gives to you and see if you 
are not blessed in them. 
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  

 

SR-LYF / JR-LYF  
Grades 9-12                            Grades 6-8                           

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 

FOR OTHERS 
Sunday, December 1            5:00–7:30 PM 

Youth will gather at Christ Lutheran at 5:00 PM and travel to 
Wal-Mart.  While there, participants will purchase gifts for 8 
children who are being served by the Pastor and staff of Our 
Redeemer Lutheran Church (711 S Benton Blvd. in the 
Northeast neighborhood of Kansas City, MO).   
 

Youth will return to church to wrap all of the newly purchased 
gifts. This event may conclude as early as 7 PM.  We will have 
a light supper provided for those who participate. 
 

The eight children we are purchasing gifts for are listed 
below…first name only…ages following their names.  What a 
GREAT opportunity we have to pray for them as they are 
already attending Our Redeemer for church and Sunday 
School.  Pray for the Holy Spirit to continue to work on these 
children and their parents. 

Carlos – 7                 Euphemia – 12   
Michael – 9                  Giancarlo – 7  
Michelle – 9                Charlains – 2  

Carol (Down’s Syndrome) – 20 
Reggie  –  8  months     

 

Little Lambs   /   KFC   /   LYF  
 Infant-Kindergarten        Grades 1-5          Grades 6-12                           

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

& COOKIE DELIVERY 
Sunday, December 8            2:00–4:00 PM 

Our annual day of Christmas Caroling (with Cookie Delivery) is 
scheduled for Sunday, December 8.  We will meet at church 
and likely make 6-8 home visits.  We are planning on going 
“out” for dessert after.  This event is always fun! 
PARENTS/DRIVERS NEEDED FOR THIS EVENT! 
 

 

 

GOOD NEWS, 
GREAT JOY! 

 

Children’s Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 15 at 2 PM 

 

 

CAP-GLOVE-MITTEN TREE 
Near the Ephphatha Room during the  

seasons of Advent and Christmas to Benefit:  

Children at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
 

Little Lambs and  Kids For Christ 

    Infant-Kindergarten                   Grades 1-5 

KALIEDOSCOPE 

FRITZ’S RR CAFÉ 
Saturday, January 11                9 AM-1 PM 

 

Little Lambs and Kids For Christ are invited to travel to Crown 
Center to experience Kaliedoscope.  After a Fun Family 
Session, we will head over to Fritz’s Railroad Café where each 
family will have the opportunity to eat together at their own 
expense.  Please sign-up:  poster in the Fellowship Commons. 
 

 

SR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                             

TRIVIA NIGHT 

FUN’RAISER 
Saturday, January 25           5:00-8:30 PM 

Save the date!  Location is still being sought.  This event is 
being held to provide much-needed funding to send youth to 
Lutheran Valley Retreat to spend a week in fire mitigation 
efforts in the Rocky Mountains of Colorado.  

 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0


Christmas Reminders 
May the Christmas presents remind you of God’s greatest gift – His only begotten Son. 
May the Christmas candles remind you of Him who is the light of the world. 
May the Christmas tree remind you of another tree on which He died for you. 
May the Christmas cheer remind you of Him who said, “Be of good cheer.” 
May the Christmas feast remind you of Him who is the bread of life. 
May the Christmas snow remind you of the cleansing power of Christ. 
May the Christmas bells remind you of the glorious proclamation of His birth. 
May the Christmas carols remind you of His glad tidings which we are to proclaim to all 
mankind. 
May the Christmas season remind you in every way of Jesus Christ, your King. 
 

OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 
 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) went to Golden Corral on November 19
th
 

with 17 people in attendance.  There will be no luncheon in December, but they 

will start up again in January with a meal on the 21
st
 at Granite City in Zona Rosa.  

Join them at Noon for food and fellowship.  Contact Joyce White for more information.   

 

*************************************************************************** 
 

 

Discipleship Data 
Accessions: 

Dawn Biggers – Adult Confirmation 
 

Accessions baptized: 

Koko Rae Malone, daughter of Melissa and Kasey Malone – Oct. 27, 2013 

Quinton Xavier Phillips, son of Samantha Ward and Patrick Phillips – Oct. 27, 2013 
 

Deletions: 

Lori White, Garrison and Solomon – transfer to St. Stephen, Liberty 

Steven and Denise Sombke – transfer to St. Stephen, Liberty 
 

New address: 

Ray and Karla Fera  Dist. 1 to 2    Megan Waylett  Dist. 5 to 6 

7304 N. Tipton Ave.     201 Porter Dr. 

Kansas City, MO  64152     Smithville, MO  64089 
 

Nadia Morey  Dist. 3 to 6     Doug and Sarah DeLay  Dist. 2 to 5 

8100 N. Thomas Meyer Dr.    12905 Oak Mark Dr. 

Apt. B        Platte City, MO  64079 

KC, MO  64118 
 

 

 

Don't let your worries get the best of you;  
Remember, Moses started out as a basket case. 

 



 
 

12/1 Lorie Kuhn 

 Aaron Rhodus 

 Alex Houghtlin 

12/2 Ann McLauchlen 

 Patrick Colvin 

12/3 Jacquelyn Shoemaker 

 John Fairhurst 

 Joseph Ferguson 

12/4 Will Hisle III 

 Derek Sanders 

 Lauren Grace 

12/5 Robert Richardson 

 Kevin Schneider 

 Paul Silvio 

 Aubree Koren 

12/6 Taelynn Shupe 

 Tristen Ford 

 Ariana Aguilar 

12/7 Amber West 

 Diedre Molenkamp 

 Addison Clark 

12/8 Todd Moe 

 Stefanie Montalvo 

12/9 Annabelle Hillyer 

 Troy Fredde 

 Yasmin Scott 

12/10 Genevieve Chrisman 

 Resi Dammann 

 Holly Saving 

 Spencer Moore 

 Brian Odegaard 

12/11 Andrew Spidle 

 Jennifer Ringvelski 

 Karie Sedlak 

 Alexis Daley 

 Mark Buchholz 

 Jessica Baker 

12/12 Earl Flakne 

 Albert Bennetts 

 Craig Drummond 

 Chad Rea 

12/13 Jean Rea 

12/15 David Willhauck 

 Don Frerking 

 Sarah Wood 

12/16 Harold Shipman 

 Irene Jones 

 Lisa Rogers 

 Matthew Gehrke 

 Alexander Smith 

12/17 Martha Carr 

 Lilli Hobbs 

 Kayla Kelly 

 Leah Van Winkle 

12/18 Howard Gibson 

 James Thomas 

 Lionel Lance 

12/20 Leslie Gilbert 

 Emily Finley 

 Brian Almanza 

12/22 Glenn Sittig 

 Nicholas June 

 Connor Henry 

 Kylie Ziller 

12/23 Murl Howard 

 Myrna Limback 

 Kaden Krull 

12/24 Jeff Ferguson 

 Doug DeLay 

12/25 Natalie Moses 

 Rhett DeLay 

12/26 Marilyn Steffens 

 Kalyn Morris 

12/27 Sandy Sperl 

 Mary Jane Foutch 

12/28 Robert Edwards 

 James Hogan 

 Ryan MacPherson 

 Megan Waylett 

12/29 Janet Jones 

 Kristi Kolega 

12/30 Mary Groth 

 Allen Wilson 

 Kylene Cummins 

12/31 Erin Darlington 

  

 

*************************************************************************** 
 

Do you, or does someone you know and love, live life with a mental illness?  NAMI – the 

National Alliance on Mental Health – would like to help you with any struggles this may 

present for you.  They are offering a Family-to-Family Education Program that is a free 12-

week course for families and friends of individuals who are dealing with conditions such as 

ADHD, Bipolar Disorder, and Schizophrenia.  Class begins January 28
th 

and runs the 12 

weeks from 6:00-8:30PM.  They also have NAMI Connection, which is a recovery support 

group for adults with mental illness, regardless of diagnosis.  Groups are led by trained 

individuals who are also in recovery – people who understand the challenges faced.  There is 

more information on both these groups on the bulletin board, or you can all NAMI-KC at 

816-931-0030 for more information or with any questions you may have. 
 

 

 



Midweek Advent Services 
Do take advantage of our “extra” opportunities to be in 

the Lord’s House during the preparatory Season of 

Advent.  Our Midweek Services will focus on three 

important trees we see in Scripture.  These trees 

demonstrate God’s will in PROMISE, HOPE and 

FUTURE.  This is a great opportunity to ask a friend or 

neighbor to join you in worship… Dec. 4
th
, 11

th
 and 18

th
 

@ 10:00AM and 7:00PM. 

 

 December 4
th

: The Tree – Noah’s Ark of PROMISE (Genesis 6-8) 

 December 11
th

: The Tree – Jesus’ Manger of HOPE (Luke 2; Romans 8:24-25) 

 December 18
th

: The Tree – Jesus’ Cross of FUTURE (Luke 23; Romans 8:24-25) 

 

December – February Acolytes 

    8:00am    10:45am  
 

December   Blake Faller    Matthew Knopp 
    Brayden Basch   Nathan Cox 
  Advent @ 7pm – 4th – Brandon Cuda, 11th – Joshua Keller, 18th – Joseph Ramos 
  Christmas Eve @ 6pm – Matthew Knopp, Johnathon Knopp, Joseph Ramos, Jacob Arnold 
                       Christmas Eve @ 11pm – Mark Buchholz 
                       Christmas Day @ 10am –Mark Buchholz, Thomas Henrichs 
                       New Year’s Eve @ 7pm – Joey Ferguson 
 

January   Mark Buchholz   Jarien Montgomery 
    Grayson Spidle   Joshua Keller 
 

February   Tyler Pride    Jackson Foutch 
    Trenton Pride    Joseph Ramos 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not stare 
out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing hymns and 
participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no later 
than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 

Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal substitute  
Brandon Cuda 10:45am  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin & Joey Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  

Thomas Henrichs 8am  
Joshua Keller 10:45am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn substitute  
Michael Marfield substitute  
Jarien Montgomery 10:45am  
Trenton & Tyler Pride 8am  
Joseph Ramos 10:45am  
Grayson Spidle 8am  

*************************************************************************** 

Some people are kind, polite, and sweet-spirited - Until you try to sit in their pews.  
*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 

Many folks want to serve God, But only as advisers. 
*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 

Quit griping about your church; If it was perfect, you couldn't belong. 



Orchids and Onions 
Orchids and thanks to the ladies who helped clean the sanctuary on our work day: Janet 
Corbett, Joyce Degnan, Alicia Eberth, Janet Jones, Julie Lorfing, Judy Gibson, Barbara 

Chastain, Roxanne Stavenau, Denice Lackey, and Susan Moore. 

Orchids to Diana Stewart for repairing our large Baptism Banner.  Also “orchids” for all the 
smaller banners that she makes for our children.  Thank you, Diana!! 
Orchids to our 2013 out-going Directors… Tom Watson, Phil Daley, Jeff Ferguson, Rick Trumble, Joe 
Graham, Kim Heermann, and Troy Fredde.  Thank you for your service! 
Orchids to our 2014 in-coming Directors …Larry Sperl, John Peer, Dan Jones, Roger Lewis, Brian 
Repplinger, Howard Gibson, and Shawn Smith.  We really appreciate your willingness to serve in this 
leadership role. 
Orchids to Herb Steffens for assisting Lowell Smith in installing the four bulletin boards in Pre-K 
classroom #4.  
Orchids to Herb Steffens, David Lackey, and Steven Brulja for assisting with the installation of the 
ceiling projectors in the four Pre-K classrooms.  
Orchids to Jeff Ferguson for adding electrical outlets for the projectors in the ceilings in the four Pre-K 
classrooms. 
Orchids to all who helped take care of Pre-K items during the fall clean-up.  
Orchids to Teri Knop who launders towels and washcloths for Pre-K.  
Orchids to those who brought donations for our college care packages.  Thank you. 

*************************************************************************** 

News from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
This Advent and Christmas Season, think about quotes.  Yes, you know, the ones that come inside of 

“quotation marks”. Most of the time when we think about quotes, we think of the ones that are helpful 

or inspirational.  Such quotes are truly that—helpful and inspirational—like those that come from Luke 

chapter 2 when the angels quoted, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy 

for all the people. 
 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 

Lord. 
 
This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 

So many times our quotes would NOT be quotable.  Those times when we lose our temper come to 

mind.  We probably wouldn’t want those quotes to be published on Facebook or put on a classroom 

poster.   
 

When speaking to your children or grandchildren, remember to 1)  Be helpful with your words 2) Limit 

your words (silence is golden), because children have a short attention span.   
 

Children will remember what was said and how it was said for years and years.  Be careful with your 

words! 
 

Parenting tip:  Make a list of 3-5 new quotes that you would like to use as part of your intentional 

communication process with your immediate and extended family. 
 

++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Thanks to all of our Pre-K parents, grandparents, and Christ parish members who supported us in our 

McTeacher night.  We raised $712.00.   
 

Pre-K will hold Christmas programs on December 17
th

 and 19
th

 at 7:00 p.m. in the church Ephphatha 

room.  Please attend as we welcome many families who do not have church homes.    
 

Chrissy Heiss, M.Ed., Director, Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten, 816-741-8031 

christpk@christlc.com,    www.christlc.net,   http://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten 
 

"Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 

these." Mark 10:14 

mailto:christpk@christlc.com
http://www.christlc.net/
http://www.facebook.com/ChristLutheranPrekindergarten


Lutheran High School of Kansas City 
Congratulations—The LHSKC girls’ cross country team finished 2nd in state in 
Class 1. The boys’ team finished 11th out of 16 teams and should also be 
congratulated for their solid efforts this season.  
Christmas Concert—Everyone is invited to the LHSKC Christmas Concert on 
Sunday, December 8th at 7:00p.m. at Hope Lutheran Church in Shawnee, KS.  
Come and enjoy our students glorify their Lord through music and song. 
Basketball—1st home boys and girls varsity basketball game is December 10th 

beginning at 6 p.m. vs. Dekalb. 
Resounding Joy at Crown Center-Come and enjoy the melodious tunes of our outstanding bell 
choir as they perform under the direction of Mrs. Paula Meier on Friday, December 13th at 7:15 at 
the Crown Center. 
LHSKC Art Show—Sunday December 8th from 2-4 p.m. come to the high school and enjoy the 
various entries from area Lutheran grade schools.  The awards presentation is at 3 p.m. 
If you know of someone who would like more information about LHSKC, please contact the 
school office (816-241-5478) or go to the website (www.lhskc.com).  Please keep us in your prayers.   
 

*************************************************************************** 

We get letters…… 

Dear Pastor Arnold, Pastor Froiland, and Saints at Christ Lutheran Church:  

Thank you for the privilege to bring God's Word to you All Saints’ Sunday as we 

celebrated the victory our Lord Jesus has made possible for all of us by His 

sacrificial death and triumphant resurrection.  "For all the saints who from their 

labors rest," we give thanks to our gracious Lord, confessing that because He lives, we shall 

live also!   

This Good News we share throughout the world in the work of the Lutheran Heritage 

Foundation as we translate, publish, distribute and introduce those core Lutheran books that 

so forthrightly and clearly proclaim Christ crucified and risen.  Thank you for allowing me to 

share this work with you--and thank you for your continued prayers and financial support in 

this important work.  The Lord bless you and keep you always.  

Rev. Larry W. Rockemann   Lutheran Heritage Foundation 

*************************************************************************** 

Encouragement 
While the courts continue to make it difficult for the true message of Christmas to be spoken and/or 
displayed, they have not made it illegal for our congregation to give bold, public witness to Christ’s birth. 
While the emphasis of retail sales is on gifts of things of this world that people may pay for, God has placed 
our congregation in our community to give the gift that is free, Christ Jesus, the Babe of Bethlehem. 
While cooks are planning their Christmas Day menus, putting together their grocery lists and baking special 
Christmas “goodies,” Jesus has given our congregation a precious meal to feast upon that nourishes not 
body but the soul. 
While children clamor to sit on Santa Claus’ lap to tell him what they want for Christmas, our congregation 
is preparing a place for them to sit where they will hear about the gift that God gave them years ago, but is 
as new and precious today as it was in the stable of Bethlehem. 
God bless our pastors, deacon, teachers, choirs, and all our congregation as we continue to prepare the 
many special worship services and sermons for the Advent and for the Christmas seasons.  Through the 
proclamation of the Gospel, the people that hear this Good News through the Holy Spirit’s work will 
receive the eternal, everlasting gift. 
God strengthen us in body and soul for the packed schedule of the next couple of weeks so that we are 
filled with joy in service to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 
 



 
Martin Luther Academy 

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  December is 
always a joyful month at school.  We are in the season of Advent, waiting with 
eager anticipation the celebration of our Savior’s coming.  We have the great 
opportunity to hear the wonderful message of God’s plan for our salvation fulfilled in 
His Son, Jesus Christ.  We are involved in planning parties, giving gifts, singing 
songs, and taking time off from school.  Joyful things occur in the month of 
December.  My prayer is that the true meaning of Christmas is always proclaimed 
here at MLA and in your homes, and not lost is the “secularness” of the many things 

that bombard our lives.  To God be the glory both now and forevermore.  Help us to be proclaimers of 
the wonderful Gospel message not only during the joyous seasons of Advent and Christmas, but always 
and in all situations. 
 

MLA is truly blessed to have a wonderful school that trains young people for Christian living now and in  
the future.  It is a place that helps strengthen the faith through the workings of the Spirit.  We still have 
many challenges presented to us.  Only through the grace and guidance of God and with His peace are 
we able to deal with these situations.  Please keep Martin Luther Academy in your thoughts and prayers 
as we move forward doing the work of the Lord.  May you be moved to be an even greater supporter of 
Christian education.  Please share with those who are not taking advantage of the great opportunity to  
receive a Christian education at MLA what they are missing.  Encourage them to become active members 
in the community of Christ where faith is strengthened, His love is shared, and lives are lived for Him.  
Thank you and thank God for all of the blessings we receive, none greater than His Son, our Savior. 
 

Happy Advent, Merry Christmas and God’s riches blessings to you over this holiday season and always. 
Yours in Christ, Rick Schneider  Principal 
 
 
Open House for Prospective Families 
Tuesday, January 21st 
4:00pm – 6:00pm 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 



    
 

 

The following is from Missionary Rev. Jacob W. Gaugert, who preached here in September.  

His full newsletter is available on the table in the Ephphatha Room. 
Peace in the Power of Christ 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may 

be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 

the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual 

forces of evil in the heavenly places.  - Ephesians 6:10-12, ESV 

Dear friends in Christ, 

It has been remarked that the best trick the Devil ever pulled was to convince the world that he did not exist. In 

our developed Western society the devil has certainly played this trick well. We look around at the things that 

happen in society, government, families, our bodies and the church and simply attribute maladies and problems 

to natural or societal causes. If someone is sick – the cause is simply germs or bad genes.  If there are divisions 

in church or politics - that is simply a clash of opinions and personalities. But the Scriptures make it clear that 

the Devil and his demons are hard at work in practically every aspect of our lives. The hymn Lord God, to Thee 

We Give all Praise expresses this: 

A roaring lion, round he goes, No halt or rest he ever knows; 

He seeks the Christians to devour And slay them by His dreadful power. (LSB 522:6) 

The existence and work of the devil is not as easily overlooked by our friends in Africa. For generations the 

Evil one has kept whole families, tribes, and nations in deceit and unbelief. Many of them live in constant fear 

of the tricks of demons and spirits. They believe that to honor or dishonor their deceased ancestors may mean 

receiving blessings or curses. Some people deprive themselves and their living family members of food and 

large sums of money, which they offer instead to appease and entice these false spirits. 

The followers of these traditional religions do not only miss out in daily, physical comfort, but – more 

importantly – from the peace of God which surpasses all understanding (Phil. 4:7). Thanks be to God that 

faithful Christians, pastors, and evangelists are sharing the gospel message of freedom and service without fear 

(Luke 1:74). People who once sat under Satan's darkness have been washed and called into His marvelous light 

(1 Peter 2:9) to declare and share the hope and joy they have in the Holy Spirit. 

We have also been washed and saved by Jesus Christ who is victorious over the Devil by His cross and 

resurrection. Just recently there has been a curious change in the way people identify evil in our culture. It used 

to be the case that vampires and werewolves were always the “bad guys” in any storyline. But now these figures 

have become romanticized “good guys”. Our TV sets are abuzz with zombies, ghost hunters and spiritualist 

shows. We must be on guard against the temptation to dismiss the Devil as entertaining, silly and fictitious 

when in fact, he is real and very dangerous. However, we have no need to fear. Our Lord sends his holy angels 

to guard over us (Psalm 91:11). We in faith are under the power of the Holy Spirit. We receive forgiveness, life 

and salvation, through God's Word, preaching, baptism and the Lord's Supper – to give us eternal peace and joy 

in Jesus Christ. 

But watchful is the angel band.  That follows Christ on every hand 

To guard His people where they go And break the counsel of the foe. (LSB 522:7) 

In Christ, Missionary Rev. Jacob W. Gaugert  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

When Winter Weather Occurs… 
With winter fast approaching snow and ice are sure to follow.  What do we do regarding our 

church activities when the weather turns bad? 

Pre-K:  According to our Pre-Kindergarten policy manual… “In case of inclement or 

threatening weather, CLC Pre-Kindergarten will follow the Park Hill School 

District for school cancellation, early dismissal, or late arrival.” 

Weekday School:  We also follow the Park Hill School District as well as early dismissal 

arrangements in case of inclement weather.  If for some reason the Pastors and Deacon decide it 

would be in the best interest of our students, parents, teachers and helpers not to hold Weekday 

School because of bad weather, we will be in contact with your child’s teacher to 

cancel classes.   Your child’s teacher will then notify each child in the class.  Deacon 

and Eunice will do their best to makes sure all people are adequately notified. 

Special Events:  If ice or snow make it dangerous to have a church-sponsored event, the church 

office will do its very best to contact all those involved in order to cancel the event.  If you have any 

questions regarding whether or not the event will be held or not, please call the church office. 

All Church Services:  Sunday/Wednesday or Special Church Services will NOT be cancelled 

because of inclement weather.  If for any reason you feel unsafe to travel because of the weather, please stay 

home.   To eliminate any kind of confusion over whether or not we will cancel Church Service, please know 

that the answer will always be, “We will NOT cancel on account of bad weather.”  There is simply no need to 

cancel when both pastors live within walking distance of the church.  With this in mind, please use your 

discretion when choosing to set out when the weather is bad.  First and foremost – be careful and stay safe.    

 
A Stewardship Lesson from God’s Word … Luke 12:20 
 

“But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will 
they be?’” (Lk. 12:20) You may recognize this verse from Jesus’ famous parable about the man who 
tore down his barns to build bigger ones (Luke 12:13–21).  The key to our Lord’s teaching resides 
in verse 20.  Most English translations read something close to what’s printed above.  But that’s not 
exactly what our Lord says in the original Greek.  Did you know that the subject of what God says 
to the fool is not “your soul” but “they” implied by the form of the verb “to require”? And the verb 
is not in the future, but the present tense.  So what our Lord actually said was: “…They are requiring 
your very soul from you…” Therefore the question is: Who is “they?” In the context, the answer is, of 
course, the things—all the stuff the rich man had been so concerned about that he built bigger 
barns to hold it all.  A better translation might be this: “Fool! This night they are requiring your 
very soul from you.  Now who owns whom?!?” 
 
The moral of our Lord’s parable then is not “you can’t take it with you.”  Notice the rich man in 
our Lord’s parable doesn’t die.  He lives.  The worst part about putting all your stock in stuff is not 
that you might die before you can enjoy it.  The worst part is that you might actually live and be 
enslaved to it! All the stuff the rich man thought he owned actually owns him! It dominates his 
life! He’s launched a demolition and construction program to support it all! He has to lie awake at 
night terrified that someone might slip in and steal it from him. He doesn’t own his stuff. The 
stuff owns him! But a man’s life doesn’t consist in his possessions. A man’s life consists in 
being possessed and being possessed by the right things. 
 
 
 
 



We delude ourselves into thinking that we are in control.  We think we control the things in our 
life; when, in fact, they call out to us night and day, day and night.  Our flesh is easy prey for the 
devil and the world.  Our hunger for the things of creation is insatiable.  And we seek to consume 
it all.  But it is vanity, a chasing after the wind.  For in the midst of our consumption we find 
that we are the ones being consumed.  Greed consumes us.  It possesses us.  It kills us.  “Fool, 
this night they are requiring your very life, your very soul from you.”  
 
The Holy Triune God does not share.  You can have only one master.  We belong to that which 
we love, and we are a slave to anything from which we will not walk away.  And it’s better to 
be a slave keeping the door in the house of the Lord than deluded in the tents of wickedness.  It’s 
better to enter eternal life without an eye or a hand than to enter into the hell of fire fully intact. 
 
It is only when we give things up, when we are content with nothing, that we can fully 
enjoy creation.  Because when everything in this world is a gift, when nothing really 
belongs to us, then gratitude flourishes and joy grows free.  Where mercy rules, joy abounds 
and love grows spontaneously.  
 
And the most significant thing that does not belong to us is we ourselves.  We must give up 
ourselves because we are not our own.  We were bought with a price.  We are possessed by the 
Lord.  Remember the Catechism:  “who redeemed me … purchased and won me . . . that I 
may be His own . . . .” He has taken us as His own by Water and Word.  Redeemed in Christ, the 
poor in spirit are now rich toward God.  We are free of this sad world and its uncertainties, free of 
trying to make our own way, free of being perfect, or even of being happy.  You brought nothing 
into this world.  You will take nothing out of it.  Yet we have everything in Christ, who gave up all 
things for us, and is ours, because we are His.  The irony is that in giving up all things we gain 
all things.  
 
And this is what it means to be rich toward God.  To be rich toward God is to empty ourselves of 
all things, to cast ourselves at His feet, and, like beggars, cry out for mercy and grace and for His 
undeserved love and kindness: to empty ourselves so that He can fill us up.  Being rich toward 
God is simply to receive, to sit at the receiving end of His gifts. It is to recognize that He is 
the giver and we are those who receive.  It is to receive daily bread, house and home, spouse and 
children, land, and work and all that we have as gifts from His gracious and giving hands. It is to 
recognize that all that we have, all that we are, and all that we shall have and shall be are His. And 
in receiving Him, we have received all that we need and more!  
 
And so with that in mind, let us turn our faces toward Bethlehem.  For the Lord, our Possessor, 
has given up heaven and His Divine rights and power and has taken up our Flesh.  He gives up His 
possessions so that they may be ours.  He has given up his life so that that death would be for 
us true life.  The Lord has emptied Himself of righteousness to be filled with our guilt and sin.  He 
empties us of what is ours in order to fill us with Himself.  We belong to Him, the Lord born in 
Bethlehem, murdered in Jerusalem, visible in Emmaus, and ascended into Heaven.  For a man's 
life consists in being possessed by the God who gives us all that we need for this life and 
the next.  How can we not give back to Him in thanksgiving and gladly do what He says? 
 


