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Christmas is Coming… 
...the goose is getting fat.  Please put a penny in the old man’s hat.  If you haven’t got a 

penny a ha’penny will do.  If you haven’t got a ha’penny, then God bless you. 
 You probably recognize this old nursery rhyme.  I bet you can even sing it right now.  These old 

poems (like so many over the centuries) were used and sung by young children in Britain and many other 

countries.   So many of your favorite rhymes originated in England… London Bridges, Old Mother Hubbard, 

and Humpty Dumpty to name a few.  The history and origins of most nursery rhymes reflect events in 

history.  For example, Ring Around the Rosey is a rhyme about the bubonic plague.  The Ring Around the 

Rosey described what the disease looked like and the “pocket full of posies” was used to block the “stench” 

of the dead. 

 The nursery rhyme, “Christmas is coming” is no different.  The lyrics of this poem associate the 

Christmas feast with geese which are eaten in traditional English Christmas feasts. The meaning that is 

conveyed to a child in "Christmas is coming" is that the festive period is where each should give to charity, 

according to their means... even if all they could give was their blessing (If you haven't got a ha’penny...). 

There is also something very significant about the penny one gives to the old man.  You see, the first 

British penny was minted in silver. The design of the penny frequently changed depicting the images of 

various rulers. The first Anglo-Saxon pennies depicted a cross on the reverse of the coin as a symbol of 

Christianity.  These crosses were used as guidelines to cut the penny into halves and quarters - "cut coinage".  

The halfpenny (or ha’penny was worth half the value of a penny) and farthing (worth a quarter, or a fourth, 

of the value of a penny) were then minted.  The word farthing” was derived from ‘fourthing'.  The penny in 

both Britain and the U.S. has changed in many ways over the years.  However, it is said that “Christmas is 

coming" was instrumental in maintaining the heritage in relation to the coinage of both the United States and 

Britain. 

Whether we are “getting the goose fat,” putting up the Christmas tree, or decorating the Church, our 

preparations for Christmas have begun.  The days leading up to Christmas is indeed a time of preparation.  

We even prepare to give gifts to others.  Giving of ourselves is a significant part of the spirit of Christmas as 

well.  “Please put a penny in the old man’s hat.” 

While all of our gifts to others are “quantifiable,” there is one gift that knows no bounds.  When our 

Heavenly Father gave His only begotten Son, Jesus – born of a virgin – born under the law to redeem those 

under the law – He gave a gift that was placed in a manger.  That gift could be held, fed and changed.  That 

gift was “quantifiable.”  However, the gift of baby Jesus went far beyond a mere child.  This infant would 

grow to give more than any other gift ever known.  Our Jesus would spill His blessed blood on a cross to 

give the “unquantifiable” gift of the forgiveness of sins.  This is the gift that keeps on giving.  This gift has 

no bounds.  This gift is for you!! 

And so as Christmas is coming and preparations are made, keep in mind that the biggest and best 

preparation has already been made for you.  In a manger and on a cross was given the gift that keeps on 

giving.  We bless others with our treasures.   God blesses us beyond mere pennies for the sake of an old man 

(our neighbor).  Christmas is coming.  Come to the Lord’s House and receive His precious, unending gift of 

life during this blessed Season. 

 

In Christ’s Service… this Blessed Season, 

 

 

Pastor Arnold 



Putting the Advents Back in Advent 
  The word "advent" comes from a Latin word which means, “Coming.”  Or more 
specifically for us, “God is coming.”  The season of Advent reminds us that God came to us 
2,000 yrs ago, is present with us in our day, and He will come again on the Last Day.   
 However, there is a common misconception that Advent consists only as a season of 
preparation for Christmas.  An overemphasis on preparation naturally lends itself to 
focusing on what we are supposed to do during Advent.  Human actions can then take 
center stage.  The focus becomes ourselves: how we prepare, wait, and plead for God to 
come (as if that were somehow in question!).  People already harried and hassled by 
preparing for Christmas celebrations get the impression they now have to prepare for 
Christ's coming or be better at waiting for it.  Advent becomes one more thing to do--
hardly good news! This Advent season, let December's Sundays and Wednesdays be what 
they always should be: the joyous proclamation in preaching, teaching, and song of our 
God coming to us. 
 The Advent Sunday Gospel readings focus on the various advents of our Lord 
Himself: past, present, and future.  It shows what God did, is doing, and will do for us.  
Advent shares with us the reason why Jesus came: to save sinners.  Christ’s entrance into 
Jerusalem (Matt. 21:1-9) reminds us that He came into the flesh for us: to suffer and die for 
our sins.  Advent tells us of the future calamities which will overtake the world when 
Christ returns in the end times.  A word of certain comfort and encouragement is 
proclaimed for us also: “your redemption is drawing near”(Luke 21:25-36).  For those baptized 
into His Name, the coming of Christ to judge the world is not a source of fear, but rather of 
hope in the certain promise of eternal life.  Advent tells of John the Baptizer, who was the 
great forerunner before the Christ, and who reminds us of the faithful preachers of today.  
John sent his disciples to Jesus (Matt. 11:2-10).  His sending was consistent with His office 
as preacher.  As true preachers always direct people to Jesus as the forgiver of sins, so your 
pastors stop at nothing to fulfill this mighty task today.  John the Baptizer said, “Behold the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!"(John 1:19-29).  That is God’s Advent answer 
to our sin.  The death of the Lamb, God’s only Son, is a costly answer, but it is the only 
answer. 
 The color violet adorns our chancel during the time of Advent, much like Lent.  And 
Advent can be seen as a season of repentance, but never a season without the certainty of 
God’s mercy and forgiveness.  No better summation of this can be given than in Paul 
Gerhardt’s epic Advent hymn, “O Lord, How shall I meet You?”  Especially stanza 3: 
  “I lay in fetters groaning; You came to set me free.   
      I stood, my shame bemoaning; You came to honor me.   
     A glorious crown You give me, A treasure safe on high  
      That will not fail or leave me As earthly riches fly.” LSB 334:3    
 Advent is a surprise and a relief--Christ comes to proclaim forgiveness, salvation, 
and eternal life, without our preparation and in the midst of our unreadiness.  
  
In Christ’s Service, 
 
Pastor Froiland 
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 YOUTH NEWS  

 

Little Lambs and  Kids For Christ 

    Infant-Kindergarten                   Grades 1-5 

KALIEDOSCOPE 

FRITZ’S RR CAFÉ 
Saturday, January 5     9 AM-1 PM 

 

Little Lambs and Kids For Christ are invited to travel to 
Crown Center to experience Kaliedoscope.  After a Fun 
Family Session, we will head over to Fritz’s Railroad 
Café where each family will have the opportunity to 
eat together at their own expense.  Please sign-up:  
poster in the Fellowship Commons. 
 

 

CAP-GLOVE-MITTEN TREE 
Near the Ephphatha Room during the  

seasons of Advent and Christmas to Benefit:  

Children at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
 

 

 

Miracle in the Manger 
Children’s Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 9, 2013 
2:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SR-LYF 
Grades 9-12                             

TRIVIA NIGHT 

FUN’RAISER 
Saturday, January 26  5:00-8:30 PM 

 

Our Fourth Annual LYF “Trivia Night Fun’Raiser” will be 
held on Saturday, January 26, beginning at 5 PM.  This 
year’s edition will take place at the beautiful Hawthorne 
House – 6008 NW Bell Road, Parkville. 
 

A sign-up poster for this event can be found in the 
Fellowship Commons.  Those who wish to play are asked 
to make a $20.00 donation for their seat (collected on 
the night of the event), and are encouraged to group 
themselves together into teams of 5-10 people.  Trivia 
Night participants are encouraged to bring their own 
snacks and table service.  For this year, please do NOT 
bring any drinks. The staff from the Hawthorne House 
will be operating a cash bar as their way to offset the 
donated space for up to 300 players. 
 

Proceeds from this fun event are being used to send 33 
youth and adults to the National Lutheran Youth 
Gathering in San Antonio, Texas…June 28-July 6.  

 

 
The names of the 33 youth and adults listed below make up 
our roster for the 2013 National Lutheran Youth Gathering. 
Please keep the following in your prayers: 
 

Janessa Almstedt              Austin Hall             Trent Pride 
Mark Buchholz         Caroline Heiss         Gabbie Ramos 
Olivia Daley           Kayla Henrichs           Maddie Ramos 
Casey Eberth            Rachel Henrichs             Kate Smith 
Blake Faller          Genesis Herring           Morgan Smith 
Emma Gaiser               Sarah Nelson               Erika Stark 
Otto Gaiser       Rachel Pfleiderer       Shannon Thomas 
Hank Graves             Mariah Pride             Jordan Trager 
Katie Graves                                                    Noah Werts 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Rachel Buchholz           Susan Gaiser             Jason Pride                                   
John Ramos  Kevin Smith  Shannon Stark  Dcn Buchholz 

 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bHK3aHdJK4oAMiiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1j6htq9ct/EXP=1232648759/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=LYF+LOGO&ni=21&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-824&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=244&h=250&imgurl=www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/images/DCS/6A6617F5F854BF.gif&rurl=http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1806&size=6.7kB&name=6A6617F5F854BF.gif&p=LYF+LOGO&type=gif&oid=81cf6d070a75d6ea&no=1&tt=44&sigr=11hkh2p7p&sigi=11q02r4jv&sigb=13htetq0
http://www.ctainc.com/Miracle-in-the-Manger/products/441/


 

Concordia Publishing House is running a special introductory offer on the book that Pastor 

Froiland wrote about in last month’s newsletter.  The normal cost for this book is $39.99, but 

through December 31st it is on sale for $34.99.  Christ Lutheran Church will be placing an order for 

The Apocrypha: The Lutheran Edition with Notes on DECEMBER 10th.  If you would like to include 

your order with the church’s order, please sign up on the form in the Narthex or call the church 

office at 741-0483.  There is a Study Guide to the Apocrypha that is also available for $5.00.  If you 

would rather order on your own, the number for CPH is 800-325-3040 or you can go online at 

www.cph.org.  To be included with the church’s order, you need to have your information to the 

church office by NOON on DECEMBER 10th.  Checks can be made out to Christ Lutheran Church if 

you place your order with the church.  The prices are $34.99 for The Apocrypha: The Lutheran 

Edition with Notes and $5.00 for Study Guide to the Apocrypha. 

 

*************************************************************************** 

OASIS (Everyone 55 and better!) 
 

Christ Lutheran Lunch Group (CLLG) went to Golden Corral with 15 in attendance on 

November 20
th
.  There will be no CLLG in December.  On January 15

th
, they will eat 

at Granite City in Zona Rosa.  Plan to meet a Noon for a tasty lunch and great 

fellowship. Contact Joyce White for more information. 

 

Our OASIS group is planning an outing to go see A Christmas Carol at the Spencer Theatre, 4949 

Cherry St., KCMO.  The date has not been set yet, but if we have enough people interested we can 

qualify for a group rate.  Available dates are now through December 26.  This play is described as a 

“ripping-good telling of the classical story of Ebenezer Scrooge, the curmudgeonly businessman who 

requires the intervention of a few spectral guides to understand the true meaning of Christmas.”  See 

the flyer on the bulletin board, or talk to Shane Rogers for more information. 

 

*************************************************************************** 

Join us for Midweek Advent Services 
Advent is preparation time for Christmas, as Lent is preparation 

time for Easter.  While Lent is taken more seriously in the church, 

as it precedes crucifixion and resurrection, deeds which bring home 

to us personally our Savior’s sacrifice for sins, Advent seems mild 

as it follows the joyful Thanksgiving season and shortly precedes 

Christmas and New Year, surrounded by commercialism (Rev. 

G.W. Bornemann – Prepare the Way, CPH 1988). 

Advent signals the beginning of a new, liturgical Year for The 

Church.  Advent is the place to aid us in rightly preparing for our 

celebration of Christmas, Christ’s Birth.  One such aid is the 

ADDITIONAL (not optional) Worship opportunities: 10 A.M. 

AND 7 P.M. Services… 
 

Wednesday December 5
th

, 12
th

, and 19
th

  

See!  Your Lord Comes! 
Advent Midweek 1 – Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Advent Midweek 2 – Malachi 3:1-4 

Advent Midweek 3 – Micah 5:2-4 

http://www.cph.org/


December - February Acolytes 

    8:00am    10:45am      
 

December   Austin Hall    Nathan Cox 
    Otto Gaiser    Michael Marfield 
Advent Service @ 7pm -  12/5 – Grayson Spidle 12/12 – Joey Ferguson 12/19 – Thomas Henrichs 
Christmas Eve @ 6pm – Matthew Knopp, Johnathon Knopp, Joseph Ramos 
Christmas Eve @ 11pm – Mark Buchholz 
Christmas Day @ 10am – Jacob Arnold, Mark Buchholz 
New Year’s Eve @ 7pm – Joey Ferguson 
 

January   Blake Faller    Justin Ferguson 
    Jordan Trager    Joey Ferguson 
 
February   Thomas Henrichs   Trenton Pride 
    Jacob Arnold    Jackson Foutch 

Dress and behavior 

 Your dress code shall consist of dark colored pants and socks and dark colored shoes; clean and combed hair. 

 Watch your posture when walking in the chancel.  It is expected that you sit upright, both feet on the floor and do not 
stare out into the congregation.  Also, acolytes are part of the worshiping community and are expected to sing 
hymns and participate in the liturgy. 

 You are responsible for securing your own substitute if one is needed.  You are to be in the sacristy and vesting no 
later than 15 minutes before the service. 

 Please do not talk during worship!! 

Jacob Arnold 10:45am  
Brayden Basch 8am  
Mark Buchholz 8am  
Nathan Cox 10:45am  
Trevor Crystal substitute  
Blake Faller 8am  
Justin Ferguson 10:45am  
Jackson Foutch 10:45am  
 
 

Otto Gaiser 8am  
Austin Hall 8am  
Thomas Henrichs 8am  
Matthew Knopp 10:45am  
Michael Kuhn substitute  
Michael Marfield 10:45am  
Trenton Pride 8am  
Joseph Ramos 10:45am  
Jordan Trager 8am  

***************************************************************************** 

 

Discipleship Data 
Accessions Baptized: 

Jillian Lena Cox-Fursa, daughter of Kevin and Joanna Cox – November 4, 2012 

Dylon Gage Cox, son of Kevin Cox and Stephanie Cox – November 4, 2012 

Accessions 

Deborah Durham, Jodi Pedersen, Brian and Jennifer Repplinger, Brittany Repplinger, and Brianna 

Repplinger – Adult Confirmation 

Mark and Josephine Heerboth – Transfer from Our Redeemer, Kansas City, MO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

12/1 Lorie Kuhn 

 Aaron Rhodus 

 Alex Houghtlin 

12/2 Ann McLauchlen 

 Patrick Colvin 

12/3 Jacquelyn Shoemaker 

 John Fairhurst 

 Joseph Ferguson 

12/4 Will Hisle III 

 Derek Sanders 

 Lauren Grace 

12/5 Robert Richardson 

 Kevin Schneider 

 Paul Silvio 

12/6 Tristen Ford 

 Taelynn Shupe 

12/7 Amber West 

 Diedre Molenkamp 

 Addison Clark 

12/8 Todd Moe 

 Stefanie Montalvo 

12/9 Annabelle Hillyer 

 Troy Fredde 

 Yasmin  Scott 

12/10 Genevieve Chrisman 

 Resi Dammann 

 Holly Saving 

 Spencer Moore 

 Brian Odegaard 

12/11 Andrew Spidle 

 Jennifer Ringvelski 

 Karie Sedlak 

 Alexis Daley 

 Mark Buchholz 

 Jessica Baker 

12/12 Earl Flakne 

 Albert Bennetts 

 Craig Drummond 

 Chad Rea 

12/13 Jean Rea 

 Lynette Northen 

12/15 David Willhauck 

 Don Frerking 

 Sarah Wood 

12/16 Harold Shipman 

 Irene Jones 

 Lisa Rogers 

 Matthew Gehrke 

 Alexander Smith 

12/17 Martha Carr 

 Lilli Hobbs 

 Kayla Kelly 

 Leah Van Winkle 

12/18 Betty Morton 

 Howard Gibson 

 James Thomas 

 Lionel Lance 

  

12/20 Leslie Gilbert 

 Emily Finley 

 Brian Almanza 

12/22 Glenn Sittig 

 Nicholas June 

 Kylie Ziller 

12/23 Murl Howard 

 Myrna Limback 

12/24 Jeff Ferguson 

 Doug DeLay 

12/25 Natalie Moses 

 Rhett DeLay 

12/26 Marilyn Steffens 

 Kalyn Morris 

12/27 Sandy Sperl 

 Mary Jane Foutch 

12/28 Robert Edwards 

 James Hogan 

 Ryan MacPherson 

 Megan Waylett 

12/29 Janet Jones 

 Kristi Kolega 

12/30 Mary Groth 

 Allen Wilson 

 Kylene Cummins 

12/31 Evelyn States 

  

 

***************************************************************************** 

New directories! 
Our new “Directory of Disciples” will be coming out soon after the start of the new year.  
PLEASE look at the 2012 directory and check your information.  If there is anything that 
needs to be updated, please contact the church office so we can make the necessary changes.  
Let us know of updates before the directory is printed, so your fellow members (and your 
Pastors), will be able to reach you.  Thank you!!!! 
***************************************************************************** 
No one should die alone! Learn about the Hospice experience through the opportunity of being a Volunteer with 

Grace Hospice.  Become educated and prepared for end of life issues through this extraordinary outreach 

experience.  For more information please go to www.gracehospicellc.com or call Hattie Kennedy, Volunteer 

Coordinator at 816-444-4611. 
 

http://www.gracehospicellc.com/


 

We get letters…… 

 
Ha-Ho Christ Lutheran, 

 As the group leader of the “Dream Catchers Youth Group” of the Circle of Life 

Lutheran Church on the Northern Cheyenne Reservation, I would like to thank you dearly 

for blessing our young children with school supplies they greatly needed.  All of God’s 

children deserve a great start for a good education!  I pray the Lord will bless you all a 

hundred fold for sharing the love of Christ through your support of our youth group. 

        Blessings in Christ, Suzette Cain 

 (This letter is in response to the school supplies and packs we collected and sent 

 earlier this year.  Some of the children made individual thank you cards.  They are on 

 display on the bulletin board in the Narthex.) 

 

Dear Fellow Saints, 

 Thank you very much for your support of the ministry here at Our Redeemer 

Lutheran Church.  We are so grateful for all the partners in ministry with whom God has 

blessed us.  Please know that both your gifts and your prayers are greatly appreciated.  

Thank you for helping us provide for both the spiritual and physical needs of those we 

serve.  We give thanks for your generous hearts and pray that you have the joy of 

knowing what a blessing you are to us! 

May God continue to bless you as you serve Him! 

   Grace and peace, Pastor Brad Zerkel, Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 

********************************************************************** 

News from Christ Lutheran Pre-Kindergarten 
 

As we start using our Advent wreaths, it is important to be reminded that the wreath represents the various 

characters of the nativity scene.   

 

 Hope—the candle of the prophets and a symbol that Jesus is our Hope 

 Peace—the candle of the angels and a symbol that God’s Word and Sacrament bring us peace 

 Joy—the candle of the shepherds and a symbol that we should share the Good News with others 

 Praise—the candle of the Magi and a symbol that true wisdom comes from the fear of the Lord 

 Love—the candle of the Christ Child and a symbol that Christ came that we might have life and have it more 
abundantly 
 

Coming SOON!—Enrollment for Summer School and the 2013-2014 school year begins on January 14th! 
 

Students from Pre-K will be participating in the Lutheran Hour “Online Mission Trip to Thailand” with offering 

money being collected  to support “Holiday Outreach to Schools”.  This will take place as an Epiphany project in 

late January in conjunction with National Lutheran Schools Week.  We have extra collection boxes in Pre-K.  

Please stop by our office if you would like to participate along with our students. 
 

HELP WANTED—Our Pre-K is seeking teachers and teacher assistants for our NEW SUMMER SCHOOL!  If you are 

interested in a position, please give us a call or e-mail.   
 

Thank you to all of you who donated or bought items from our recent fundraiser.  The final numbers are not in, 

but we seem to have raised around $1400 for operating expenses.  

 

"Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these."  

Mark 10:14 



What are we thankful to God for at MLA?  Here is a short list, certainly not a 

comprehensive list, that I would like to share with you: 

 
1. The opportunity to share the love that God has for each and every student at MLA 

each and every day. 
2. The privilege to teach our wonderful students in the light of God’s Word each and 

every day. 
3. The time to spend with children as they learn about what our Savior Jesus has done 

and continues to do for them each and every day. 
4. The opportunity for students to use their God-given gifts, talents, and abilities in things like: 

a. Band – playing for chapel and for L.U.M.A. 
b. Academic Bowl Team – using their intelligence in competition (and we took first place in the 

tournament). 
c. Athletics – competition against other schools, developing an understanding of what it means to be a 

team player. 
d. Big Friend / Little Friend – time for children of all ages to meet and work together on special projects. 
e. Art – making beautiful pictures to adorn our school or refrigerators at home as well as participating in 

the Lutheran High School Art Competition. 
f. Helping Others – giving of financial gifts to help those who are less fortunate (we purchased around 150 

mosquito nets for the Lutheran Malaria Initiative through our weekly chapel offerings). 
5. Wonderful Christian leaders that share the love of Jesus with our students. 
6. Supporters of MLA who recognize the value of Christian education and are supportive of all of our efforts and 

continue to pray for us as we do the work of the Lord. 
7. Volunteers who give of their time for the good of the school. 
8. Most importantly, we are always thankful for the gift of baby Jesus, born in Bethlehem, born of a Virgin, Who 

took on flesh and blood and endured the cross to save all of us from our sins.  

 

We are so blessed and thankful this holiday season.  I pray that all of you have a wonderful Advent, Christmas, 

and New Year as we thank God for the many blessings He showers upon us personally, to our families, in our 

churches, and at MLA. 

 

Yours in Christ,  Rick Schneider  Principal 

 

 

Martin Luther Academy Children’s Christmas Program – Thursday, December 20
th

 at 7:00pm in the 

MLA gym.  All of you are invited to attend as you listen to our students share the Christmas story. 
 

***************************************************************************** 

Orchids and Onions 
Orchids to Cheri Pride, Daryl Allegree and Shawn Smith for being our faithful adult leaders at 
this year’s Jr. High Confirmation Retreat at Heit’s Point. 
Orchids to our Jr. High Confirmation Retreat boys and girls who beat St. Stephen and King of 
Kings again this year in The Amazing Race.  This means you know your catechism!! Keep up the good work, 
teachers and students!! 

Orchids to Katie Eberth who played a wonderful prelude in Church on November 18th.  Very well done. 
Orchids to our choir and handbells that also played on November 18th.  You did a great job.  Thank you to Andrea 
Arnold and Pete Olson for Directing. 
Orchids to Steve Foutch and Jeff Ferguson (and probably a couple of other 10:45 A.M. Service helpers) who 
stayed after church to help repair a couple of leaks from the roof during a stormy Sunday morning.  Steve went up 
on the roof a couple of days later and did some patch work.  Thank you to all who helped. 

 

 

 



Help beautify our sanctuary for the Christmas season.  We have a 
sign-up sheet in the narthex for you to purchase red and white 
poinsettia plants.  The plants are $12.00 each, with checks payable to 
Christ Lutheran Church Altar Guild.  Envelopes are available on the 
sign-up sheet and can be put in the Altar Guild mailbox by the pop 
machine. You are welcome to take your flowers home with you after 
we take down the Christmas decorations. 

 

Not a candy cane – but “Jesus Candy”   

A Candy-maker’s Witness 

A candy-maker in Indiana wanted to make a candy that would be a witness, so he made the 

Christmas Candy Cane.  He incorporated several symbols for the birth, ministry, and death 

of Jesus Christ.   

He began with a stick of pure white, hard candy:  White to symbolize the Virgin Birth and 

the sinless nature of Jesus; and hard to symbolize the Solid Rock, the foundation of the 

Church, and firmness of the promises of God. 

The candy-maker made the candy in the form of a “J” to represent the precious name of 

Jesus, who came to earth as our Savior. It could also represent the staff of the “Good 

Shepherd” with which He reaches down into the ditches of the world to lift out the fallen lambs who, like all 

sheep, have gone astray. 

Thinking that the candy was somewhat plain, the candy-maker stained it with red stripes.  He used three small 

stripes to show the stripes of the scourging Jesus received by which we are healed.  The large red stripe was for 

the blood shed by Christ on the cross so that we could have the promise of eternal life.  Unfortunately, the candy 

became known as a candy cane – a meaningless decoration seen at Christmas time.  But the meaning is still 

there for those who “have eyes to see and ears to hear.”  “I pray that this symbol will be used to witness TO 

THE WONDER OF JESUS AND HIS GREAT LOVE that came down at Christmas and remains the ultimate 

and dominate force in the universe today.” 

The Chrismon Tree 
The Chrismon (pronounced “kriz’-mon”) tree is complete only when those who see it understand its 
meaning.  Chrismon is a combination of two words – CHRISt and MONogram.  A Chrismon, in its original 
form, is just that – a monogram of Christ.  According to the dictionary definition, a Chrismon is the “Chi 
Rho” monogram (first two letters of Christ in Greek).  The plural form is “chrisma” and is not capitalized.  
Chrisma were designed and carved by some of the earliest Christians on places such as jewelry, utensils, 
doors, and on the walls of catacombs in Rome.  Early Christians used them to identify themselves to one 
another, to designate meeting places, or to show unbelievers where they stood.  From an artistic point of 
view, the designs were beautiful and it was apparent they would make lovely Christmas decorations.  All 
Chrismons are made in combinations of white and gold.  The white refers to our Lord’s purity and 
perfection, the gold to His majesty and glory.  The Alpha and Omega were added to the emblem in the 
fourth century to symbolize the divinity of Christ Jesus.  Later, other symbols were added to the tree to 
tell a more complete symbolic story of Christ. 
Legend says that Constantine saw this emblem in the sky with the words, “In this sign, conquer.”  So the 
story goes, Constantine fought the battle for Rome in 312 AD under this sign for Christ.  He later placed 
the Chi Rho atop the standard carried before him to signify that his was an empire under Christ, a 
Christian people.  He defended the church against further persecution, became a Christian himself, and 
abolished the cross as a form of execution because his Lord had died on it.  Since then, the use of this 
monogram has also implied the triumph of Christianity. 
Our Chrismon Tree will be in the lounge.  Stop and take a look at all the different chrisma there are. 



 

 

The Ten Commandments of Advent 

From Pastor Carl Bornmann 

We live in an egotistical, materialist world.  It does not understand nor 

care anything about preparing for Christ’s birth.  Don’t follow the world.  

Many congregations have found the following helpful in preparing for 

Christmas.  Maybe you will also. 

 

 

 

 

The Ten Commandments of Advent 

1.  You shall have no other ‘gods’ above the Christ Child.  It’s His birthday, not yours.  Everything in our 

Christmas should point to Christ and glorify Him – not just please us. 

2.  You shall not ignore the Name of Jesus in the Christmas cards you send.  Cards with a snow scene, snow 

men, or only “Seasons Greetings,” and have mention of Christ do not really honor the Savior’s birth. 

3.  Sanctify the Holy Days of Advent and Christmas.  Take time to worship God.  Be glad to hear God’s 

Word and receive Jesus under the consecrated Bread and Wine, and thus prepare His way into our 

hearts. 

4.  Honor your Father.  God is the Father of Jesus.  We are to honor the Son as we honor the Father.  

We honor God the Father, through His Son, as we gladly hear His Word. 

5.  You shall not kill Christmas.  How?  Don’t sing Christmas carols so much through Advent that you 

are sick of them by December 25th.  Don’t be ashamed to sing them after December 25th.  (Remember, 

Christmas lasts until January 6th!)  Don’t put up the tree too early, or you will be sick of it (and it will 

seem sick to you) before January.  The tree should stay up until January 6th (Epiphany).  Remember – 

the Christmas tree is not a decoration.  It’s a religious symbol (tree of life and the tree of temptation).  

Consider using an Advent wreath in your home before the Christmas tree. 

6.  You shall not adulterate Christmas.  Don’t buy things of plan things which make Christ ashamed of us 

and contradict the meaning of His birth (gifts of death and violence, parties with too much drinking, 

gifts of reading material which are sexually dirty, etc.). 

7.  You shall not steal from the Christ Child.  If you can find money for gifts to friends, money for liquor, 

expensive decorations, etc., you should be able to find the money for generous gifts to Christ.  If you 

say you can’t “give anymore” for Christ, and yet you find money for parties, gifts, booze, etc. – 

THEN YOU ARE STEALING. 

8.  You shall not lie – especially to your children.  If you tell your children that a fat man in a red suit and 

white beard really comes from the north pole each year, who “knows when you are sleeping, knows 

when you’re awake, knows if you’ve been bad or good” (characteristics of God), then you are telling 

your children a lie.  Tell them about the Christ Child.  HE’S REAL.  There was also a pastor 1600 

years ago who loved children and gave them treats as they were learning their lessons, but Nicolas is 

now in heaven, not at the north pole. 

9.  You shall not covet earthly things.  “What did you get?”  “I got this.”  “I wish I had gotten that.”  

Don’t emphasize the material loot.  Emphasize what God has given to you (and all of us) in Christ. 

10.  You shall not covet human relationships.  Don’t let the devil make you angry, peeved, or irked at 

friends and relatives.  Don’t start or carry on dumb, stupid arguments.  That upsets your children.  

That upsets Jesus, the Child of God.  Share God’s peace. 

 

If you think it helpful, post these “commandments.”  May God bless your advent preparations for 

Christ’s birthday. 
 

 



Dear Members of Kansas City Area Congregations: 
 The Christmas Store sponsored by the Lutheran Urban Mission Agency (LUMA) will be 
held the week of December 10, 2012.  Our goal is to help 300 families (1,300-1,400 individuals) 
who would not have a Christmas except for the generosity of churches, businesses and 
individuals like you.  We carefully screen the families to ensure they meet the criteria for the 
store.  We also co-operate with other organizations to prevent duplication of clients.  Each 
family member will receive a nice (new) personal gift and each family will receive a food basket 
for Christmas dinner, a Bible and a quilt or blanket.   
 The Christmas Store will be held December 11th through the 14th at the LUMA Ministry 
Center, 3007 Mercier, KCMO.  We will need volunteers December 1st to sort gifts by age and 
gender (9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.)  We will begin setting up the store December 8th (9-2) (see page 3).  Pat Enomoto, “Mrs. 
Santa Claus”, is in charge of the event.  We will need 60+ volunteers for sorting and assistance during the Christmas 
Store.  Please contact me at 913-948-9700, ext. 140 to reserve a time to be an “elf” and help our shoppers select their 
gifts, to help with set-up on the 1st, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 13th, or 14th, or to work in the food pantry.  A meal will be provided 
for the volunteers on Monday through Friday. 
 One way your members can help us is to begin collecting gifts now when they find items on sale.  The “List of 
Needs” contains some suggested items for the Christmas Store but is not limited to those items.  All items in our 
Christmas Store are new items ($20-$25 suggested retail value) as this may be the only nice gifts some of our families 
will receive.  All donated items need to be at the LUMA Ministry Center, 3007 Mercier, KCMO by December 10th so 
they can be inventoried and sorted.   
 Thank you for your support of the Lutheran Urban Mission Agency’s “mission in the city.” 
In His Service, 

Linda Verman 

Administrative Assistant 
 

The list below contains some suggested items for the Christmas Store.  All items in our Christmas Store are NEW items 
($20-$25 suggested retail value), as this may be the only nice gift some of our families will receive.  We hope to help 
over 300 families or nearly 1,300 people including: 

 INFANTS: (two and under) layettes, crib toys, baby clothes, educational toys. 

 CHILDREN: (3-12 years) toys that are age appropriate; Girls–dolls and accessories, large items such as toy shopping carts, 
kitchen appliances, etc.; Boys-metal trucks or cars, skateboards/helmets, sports equipment, etc. 

 TEENS: (13-18 years) Girls-make-up, clothing; Boys-sweat shirts and, sports equipment; CD players are appropriate for both. 

 ADULT MEN: heavy quilted flannel shirts, sweatshirts, good work gloves, good tools, and thermos. 

 ADULT WOMEN: small appliances, heavy duty pans, mixing bowls, bedspreads and linens.  

 FAMILIES:  1 roll of wrapping paper, some bows and a roll of scotch tape, a new quilt or blanket-full or larger, a Bible, and a 
food basket including some type of meat.   

 Each child 3 and under gets a stuffed animal, 12” or more tall; each child 3-12 receives a gender appropriate “grab bag” with 
crayons, small cars, play jewelry, etc. 

 Ladies have an “Extra Blessing” table with knick knacks to choose from. 

 Each person receives 1 pair socks and 2 warm items (hat & gloves, gloves and scarf, etc.) 
We would appreciate having the items at least one week prior to the Christmas Store but definitely by December 10, 2012.   
 

FOOD BASKETS 
Each family receives a food basket for their Christmas Dinner.  We hope to include meat along with other items needed for 
a Christmas Dinner.  Some of the following items are included (Please–no large/glass containers): 
      Flour (5 lb.)     Sugar (4 lb.)    Potatoes   
      Pinto beans (2 lb.)   Rice (2 lb.)  Canned Corn, whole  
      Canned Green beans   Peas or other vegetable Soup 
      Evaporated/Powdered Milk  Yams/Pumpkin  Canned fruit 
      Gelatin    Dressing Mix  Corn Oil (1 qt.) 
 

Cash contributions and gift cards are especially welcome.  Donations are used to supplement our stock of food and Christmas Store 
items.  During the Christmas Store, if we find that we are short of a particular item volunteers go shopping to replenish our inventory.  
Checks and Gift Cards may be sent to:   

LUTHERAN URBAN MISSION AGENCY (LUMA) 
P.O. Box 412594, Kansas City, MO  64141-2594 

 
 



Northland Lutheran Friends in Christ, 

There are so many fun things happening at your Northland Lutheran Outreach.  Take a moment to update 

yourself. 

1.  Our Adult Fellowship finally hit the paper!  Information about our game day can now be seen in the 

Community Calendar section of the Smithville Herald.  Come join us the first Tuesday of every month from 

10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  Bring a sack lunch and enjoy fun and fellowship.  

2.  The Mayor's Christmas Tree Lighting was a huge success!  The Chamber reported over 400 people gathered 

to watch the downtown blocks of Smithville light up.  Santa arrived on the firetruck, as children waited over an 

hour to meet him.  Those lines provided the perfect "audience" for outreach, witnessing and discipleship!  We 

handed out cookies and hot cocoa, invited the community into our building and explained who we are.  Check 

out our updates on www.oursavioracademy.org/nlo/  - click on Announcements.   

3. Our Savior Christian Academy is geared up to begin enrollment at the NLO site around January 05, 2013. 

 We anticipate opening sessions for 3 and 4 year-olds and Kindergarten students (half and full day options).  We 

are thrilled to be offering an "east campus", Lutheran option in faith-based education.  Additional grades and 

enrollment options are contingent on our Lord's direction accompanied by community needs.   

4.  We have a meeting with Kim Downs, Social Worker, for Smithville R-II School  District on November 27th. 

 She will outline various needs that NLO can assist with as it relates to children and families within the 

community.  We are grateful for the input and are eager to be involved in service projects.    

5.  At our next Planning Meeting (December 4, 2012 @ 6:30 p.m.), we will collect items for Synergy House. 

 Synergy Services, Inc. began in 1970 as Synergy House, the only shelter for runaway and homeless youth in 

western Missouri. Through the years, a series of both serendipitous and strategic mergers expanded the 

organization’s reach to include young children and women victimized by abuse.  They are in need of the 

following items for their Christmas Store.  Bring your item(s) unwrapped please.  This will serve as our service 

project for last quarter.   

Gift cards to Walmart, Arts and crafts supplies for children and adults, Coloring and puzzle books, Journal 

books for children and adults, Stuffed animals, Electronics for teens, Personal hygiene products, New winter 

coats (larger sizes), Toys - anything with wheels, Dolls, Wallets and purses, Undergarments all sizes (girls and 

boys including adults), Dish towels, Bath towels, Deep pocket twin sheets, Comforters, Pillows, Diapers, pull-

ups, and wipes (all sizes), Liquid laundry detergent, Dishwasher soap, Bottled water, Baby formula and baby 

food, Snack foods (individually packed), Canned foods, Lice MD Kits, Batteries, Outlet plug covers, Latex 

gloves in medium and large, Vacuum cleaners, Brushes and combs, Chapstick, Socks, Hats and gloves, Ethnic 

hair products 

6.  We hosted the Pastor's Winkel Group this past week.  It was a wonderful opportunity to show our site and 

explain what is happening at NLO to local Pastors.  

7.  The One Plan is now complete and has been reviewed by my mentor.  It will be presented at the next Future 

Planning Committee meeting (anticipated for January, 2013).  We will then post it on the website to share with 

all.   

 

Up and Coming Calendar 
December 4 - Planning Meeting @ 6:30 p.m. and Adult Fellowship @ 10:00 a.m.  

December 5 - JAM Session @ 5:30 p.m.  - Theme: Birth of Jesus 

December 16 - Bible Study @ 10:30 a.m.  

December 19 - NO JAM - Christmas Break  

 

On a personal note:  I will be traveling with my family all of next week to Ft. Jackson, South Carolina to see our 

middle son graduate from Basic Training.  Both of our sons serve our Nation and we take great pride in seeing 

such an incredible ceremony.  Please pray for safe travel and continue to lift our Nation and those that serve her 

around the world.   

 

In Christ,  

Lavonne Pappert, CFLE & Principal, NLO Director  

www.oursavioracademy.org/nlo/ 

Our Savior Christian Academy   14155 N Hwy, 4th Street  Platte City, MO 64079  816-866-1597 
 

http://www.oursavioracademy.org/nlo/
http://www.oursavioracademy.org/nlo/

