Title of Overture: To Review AALC Relationships
WHEREAS, The primary objective of synod is, "under the Scripture and Lutheran Confessions," to "conserve and promote the unity of the true faith (Eph 4:3-6; l Cor 1:10), etc." (Const. III.l); and
WHEREAS, The true unity of the church is found in the pure teaching of the Gospel and right administration of the Sacraments (AC 7); and
WHEREAS, The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS) and the American Association of Lutheran Churches (AALC) declared themselves to be in full altar and pulpit fellowship in 2007, jointly stating that the two church bodies are in full agreement in doctrine and practice; and
WHEREAS, "No resolution of Synod imposing anything upon the individual congregation is of binding force if it is not in accordance with the Word of God or if it appears to be inexpedient as far as the condition of the congregation is concerned," (Const. VII.i); and
WHEREAS, LCMS congregations in some Districts of the LCMS minister in communities in which there are also AALC congregations; and
WHEREAS, There are significant questions on the part of pastors and congregations concerning the doctrine and practice of the AALC congregations, including significant differences in communion practice, unionistic worship practices, and teaching on lodge membership; therefore be it
RESOLVED, that where formal altar and pulpit fellowship ties have been established but true unity remains in question, the congregations of the Synod patiently and humbly seek that true unity with neighboring congregations of the AALC through joint study under the Word of God and the Lutheran Confessions; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the AALC be formally asked to review and change its communion practice, unionistic worship practices, and teaching on lodge membership to be in agreement with the official LCMS teaching on these matters; and be it further
RESOLVED, that congregations of the Synod be reminded that no resolution of the Synod imposing anything upon the individual congregation is of binding force if it is not in accordance with the Word of God or if it appears to be inexpedient as far as the condition of a congregation is concerned. (Const. VII.1.); and be it finally
RESOLVED, that the Synod in convention direct the Synodical President to reconsider fellowship with the AALC if the second resolved is not heeded and addressed in a timely manner.

