ACELC Teaching Outline on Unionism & Syncretism

IV. Unionism & Syncretism
Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions condemn every expression of unionistic worship (that is, joint
worship with other Christians with whom we are not in doctrinal agreement), or syncretistic worship (that
is, joint worship with those who are not Christian). Yet in our day there are some LCMS officers, pastors and
congregations who, with impunity, have joined in worship services with those with whom we are not in
doctrinal agreement, and even with those of non-Christian, false religions. We reject this error.
1.

Passages from Scripture that testify that pure doctrine cannot exist or be presented side-by-side with false doctrine
without comprising the truth of God and the Gospel. [* Pages 4-7]
Exodus 20:3
Deuteronomy 13:3-5:
John 1:9-11
John 17:20-26:
I Corinthians 1:10
I Corinthians 11:19
II Corinthians 6:14-17
II Corinthians 11:13-15
Romans 14:23b

Romans 16:17-18
Galatians 1:6-8
I Timothy 6:3-5, 11
II Timothy 3:1-17
II Peter 2:1-3
I John 1:3-7
II John 7-11
Jude 3-4

2.

Quotes from the Lutheran Confessions that testify that pure doctrine cannot exist with false doctrine. [* Pages 7-11]
a. Preface (to Emperor Charles V) to the Augsburg Confession 4
b Augsburg Confession, Article XXVIII (Church Authority) 1-13
c. Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article IV (Justification) 33-35
d. Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article VII (The Church) 48
e. Power and Primacy of the Pope (The Marks of the Antichrist) 58
f. Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration (Summary, Rule and Norm) 14-20
g. Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article VII (The Holy Supper) 96
h. Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article X (Church Practices) 5, 10, 16
i. Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article XI (Election) 95-96
j. Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article XII (Other Factions and Sects) 7-8
1) (Erroneous Article of the Anabaptists) 9
2) (Erroneous Articles of the New Arians) 36
3) (Erroneous Articles of the New Anti-Trinitarians) 37
4) [Conclusion] 39
k. Formula of Concord, Epitome, Article XII (Other Factions <Heresies> and Sects)

3.

Quotes from our Lutheran Forefathers and the LCMS. [* Pages 11-13]
Martin Luther: “We are surely prepared to observe peace and love with all men, provided that they leave the doctrine
of faith perfect and sound for us. If we cannot obtain this, it is useless for them to demand love from us. A curse on a
love that is observed at the expense of the doctrine of faith, to which everything must
yield—love, an apostle, an angel from heaven, etc.! . . . ‘One dot’ of doctrine is worth
more than ‘heaven and earth’ (Matt. 5:18); therefore we do not permit the slightest offense against it. ...” “...one doctrine is all doctrines and all are one, so that when one is
lost all are eventually lost, because they belong together and are held together by a common bond. . . Therefore, if you deny God in one article of faith, you have denied Him in all;
for God is not divided into many articles of faith but He is everything in each article, and
He is one in all the articles of faith.”
Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper: “A church body does not forfeit its orthodox character by reason of the casual intrusion of
false doctrine. The thing which the Apostle Paul told the elders of Ephesus: ‘Also of your own selves shall men arise
speaking perverse things to draw away disciples after them’ (Acts 20:30), came true not only in the Apostolic Church,
but also in the Church of the Reformation and will occur in the Church to the Last Day. . . . The Christian Church can
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and should have patience with the erring and seek through instruction to remove the error. But never can or should
the Church grant error equal right with the truth...”
Article VI of the Constitution of the LCMS, “Conditions of Membership”:
“Conditions for acquiring and holding membership in the Synod are the following:
1. Acceptance of the confessional basis of Article II.
2. Renunciation of unionism and syncretism of every description, such as:
a. serving congregations of a mixed confession, as such, by ministers of the church;
b. taking part in the services and sacramental rites of heterodox congregations or of
congregations of mixed confessions;
c. participating in heterodox tract and missionary activities . . . .”
4.

5.

Evidence for the Existence of this Error. [* Pages 13-19] The position that many advocate today is that, while joining
in worship with non-Christians and Christians with whom our Synod has not declared altar and pulpit fellowship is
usually wrong, it can be done in response to a “once in a lifetime event” or if the worship setting is thought to be a
“civic event.”
a.

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA), New York City, New York, September 19, 2001, from a photocopy of the preprinted worship bulletin for the joint worship service involving Rev. Dr. Gerald Kieschnick, LCMS President, and
Rev. Dr. David Benke, Atlantic District President (LCMS). This worship service, which included ELCA pastors,
included prayers, choir anthems, congregational hymns, versicles, Psalmody, Scripture readings, “Reflection” by
Rev. Benke (LCMS), “Reflection” Rev. Stephen P. Bouman (ELCA), the Lord’s Prayer, and a responsive blessing. It
was clearly not an impromptu gathering as was later claimed.

b.

The case of unionism regarding Rev. Dr. Frederick Niedner who participated in a unionistic worship service held on
July 12, 2001, Holy Trinity Cathedral (Episcopal), Kansas City, MO. . . . The service took place in connection with a
meeting of the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians. Dr. Niedner preached. The celebrant was Reverend Susan R. Briehl, a clergy person on the roster of the ELCA. The Lord’s Supper was given to all in attendance regardless
of denominational affiliation. Dr. Niedner assisted in the distribution. These facts were affirmed by Dr. Niedner.
. . . He does not believe that his participation in the service in which a female clergy person presided over the
distribution of the Lord’s Supper was wrong.

The ACELC concerns. [* Page 19] The current state of affairs regarding LCMS clergymen participating in various interfaith services with non-Christians and intra-Christian services with those with whom we are not in declared altar and
pulpit fellowship is one of confusion. Clergymen such as Rev. Dr. Niedner (and those like
him) simply disregard the Scriptural and Confessional position of our church body whenever
they please and without regard for the offense that such participation causes. The clear
language of Scripture, our Lutheran Confessions, the LCMS Constitution and Article VI have
virtually been overturned by the Commission on Constitutional Matters (CCM Opinions 022296 & 02-2309). In addition, attempts to address this error through the convention and
resolution process have proven unfruitful.
Multiple 2010 overtures again sought to overturn these CCM binding opinions, but were replaced by floor committee
formulated resolutions that allowed these unscriptural opinions to remain in place. This has created theological chaos
where doctrinal clarity is sorely needed.

* Asterisks refer to page numbers in the ACELC Evidence of Errors in the LCMS: IV. Unionism & Syncretism document.

You are encouraged to download the entire document from http://www.acelc.net/  Key Documents  ACELC
Admonition and Error Documents. The online version contains the full text of all Bible passages, Lutheran Confession
citations, examples, quotations and sources for all the citations and quotes.
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