
ACELC Conference: Christ for His enemies

 

Grace, Peace, and Mercy be unto you from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Pat Green says that you don’t have to guess what he’s against if you know what he’s for. And we know 

that Pat Green is for wildflowers in the window, mechanics you can trust, crackers in his chili and for 

leaving grudges in the dust.  

And this evening as we listen to Jesus’ sermon in Nazareth we can breathe a sigh of relief because we 

also don’t have to guess what He’s against because He tells us exactly what He’s for. 

As Jesus takes the scroll of the prophet Isaiah and opens it up to read the selection 

preach upon we hear loud and clear what all that Jesus is for. We hear that He is

has been anointed by God. We know that He is for good news being delivered to the poor. We know 

that He is for setting captives free, that He is for the restoration of sight to the blind, that He is for 

releasing the broken ones, and for the proclamation of the year of the Lord’s favor. 

And being for the Year of the Lord’s Favor, this is huge. This is bigger than turning off the TV, bigger than 

gettin' off the internet, and bigger than learning all the words to the Gettysburg Address. 

Being in favor clearly means that God is for somethi

for those listening to hear that Jesus was here being for something and that Jesus has arrived on the 

scene in order to proclaim The Year of the Lord’s Favor. 

And for this Old Testament Church they would

being suggested. The Old Testament Church had the Year of Jubilee every fiftieth year. And in that year 

every debt was forgiven, every Jewish slave was liberated or set free, and every single piece of

went back to its original owner.  

And as if it can’t get any better Christ goes on to say that this good news is not only for them, it’s for you 

too. He says that Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing. And fulfilled is a perfec

means that not only was it fulfilled on that specific day in that Synagogue in Nazareth but that it is a 

continual process. A fulfilling that will go on and on and on. 

That means that Christ declares for you today a Year of Jubilee. Therefore eve

likewise good news declared unto you too. This means that His message of good tidings to the poor is 

hereby declared for you too. That means that the release for the captives that He proclaimed is hereby 

proclaimed to you too. And that means that both the recovery of sight to the blind and liberty for the 

crushed is confirmed as being for you too. 

When you see that the Lord is for you because He announces in your midst the inauguration of the Year 

of the Lord’s Favor, suddenly life gets turned from being upside down to right side up. That means that 

the Old Testament “Year of Jubilee” was a type of 

inaugurated. That means that for them and for you too that the bonds which have held you captive are 

now being broken and therefore you are being set free. That means that the Land which was taken away 

from you back in the Garden is now 

you are no longer a slave of sin, death, and the devil 

What a blessing it is to hear what all He is for. And maybe Pat Green is right,

what He’s against if you know what He’s for. And when it comes to Jesus there isn’t any guessing, right? 
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What He’s For. 

Grace, Peace, and Mercy be unto you from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Pat Green says that you don’t have to guess what he’s against if you know what he’s for. And we know 

that Pat Green is for wildflowers in the window, mechanics you can trust, crackers in his chili and for 

we listen to Jesus’ sermon in Nazareth we can breathe a sigh of relief because we 

also don’t have to guess what He’s against because He tells us exactly what He’s for.  

As Jesus takes the scroll of the prophet Isaiah and opens it up to read the selection of text that He will 

preach upon we hear loud and clear what all that Jesus is for. We hear that He is for the Holy Spirit as He 

has been anointed by God. We know that He is for good news being delivered to the poor. We know 

free, that He is for the restoration of sight to the blind, that He is for 

releasing the broken ones, and for the proclamation of the year of the Lord’s favor.  

And being for the Year of the Lord’s Favor, this is huge. This is bigger than turning off the TV, bigger than 

gettin' off the internet, and bigger than learning all the words to the Gettysburg Address. 

Being in favor clearly means that God is for something. And one can only imagine just how great it was 

for those listening to hear that Jesus was here being for something and that Jesus has arrived on the 

scene in order to proclaim The Year of the Lord’s Favor.  

And for this Old Testament Church they would have surely understood the very implications that were 

being suggested. The Old Testament Church had the Year of Jubilee every fiftieth year. And in that year 

every debt was forgiven, every Jewish slave was liberated or set free, and every single piece of

And as if it can’t get any better Christ goes on to say that this good news is not only for them, it’s for you 

too. He says that Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing. And fulfilled is a perfec

means that not only was it fulfilled on that specific day in that Synagogue in Nazareth but that it is a 

continual process. A fulfilling that will go on and on and on.  

That means that Christ declares for you today a Year of Jubilee. Therefore everything that He is for is 

likewise good news declared unto you too. This means that His message of good tidings to the poor is 

hereby declared for you too. That means that the release for the captives that He proclaimed is hereby 

that means that both the recovery of sight to the blind and liberty for the 

crushed is confirmed as being for you too.  

When you see that the Lord is for you because He announces in your midst the inauguration of the Year 

of the Lord’s Favor, suddenly life gets turned from being upside down to right side up. That means that 

the Old Testament “Year of Jubilee” was a type of the Year that Jesus just proclaimed had been 

inaugurated. That means that for them and for you too that the bonds which have held you captive are 

you are being set free. That means that the Land which was taken away 

back in the Garden is now delivered into your hands. And most importantly that means that 

you are no longer a slave of sin, death, and the devil and are now being liberated.   

What a blessing it is to hear what all He is for. And maybe Pat Green is right, you don’t have to guess 

what He’s against if you know what He’s for. And when it comes to Jesus there isn’t any guessing, right? 

Pat Green says that you don’t have to guess what he’s against if you know what he’s for. And we know 

that Pat Green is for wildflowers in the window, mechanics you can trust, crackers in his chili and for 

we listen to Jesus’ sermon in Nazareth we can breathe a sigh of relief because we 

of text that He will 

for the Holy Spirit as He 

has been anointed by God. We know that He is for good news being delivered to the poor. We know 

free, that He is for the restoration of sight to the blind, that He is for 

And being for the Year of the Lord’s Favor, this is huge. This is bigger than turning off the TV, bigger than 

gettin' off the internet, and bigger than learning all the words to the Gettysburg Address.  
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every debt was forgiven, every Jewish slave was liberated or set free, and every single piece of property 

And as if it can’t get any better Christ goes on to say that this good news is not only for them, it’s for you 

too. He says that Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing. And fulfilled is a perfect. That 

means that not only was it fulfilled on that specific day in that Synagogue in Nazareth but that it is a 
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likewise good news declared unto you too. This means that His message of good tidings to the poor is 

hereby declared for you too. That means that the release for the captives that He proclaimed is hereby 

that means that both the recovery of sight to the blind and liberty for the 

When you see that the Lord is for you because He announces in your midst the inauguration of the Year 

of the Lord’s Favor, suddenly life gets turned from being upside down to right side up. That means that 

the Year that Jesus just proclaimed had been 

inaugurated. That means that for them and for you too that the bonds which have held you captive are 

you are being set free. That means that the Land which was taken away 

And most importantly that means that 

you don’t have to guess 

what He’s against if you know what He’s for. And when it comes to Jesus there isn’t any guessing, right?  



Well not so fast. When Jesus is given the scroll in order to read from the Prophet Isaiah, the 61
st

 chapter 

verses 1-2, He doesn’t simply just read does He? No He cuts an entire line out of verse 1 out of Isaiah, He 

inserts a random verse in there from chapter 58 and then edits the 2
nd

 verse of Chapter 61 by not 

reading the entire verse.  

In short He cuts out or leaves out the parts about how God has sent Him to heal the brokenhearted, and 

about the proclamation about a day of vengeance. So now all of a sudden we are left to guess if Jesus is 

for the brokenhearted as well as for a day of vengeance. We who are hearing this sermon with Easter 

faith understand that the day of vengeance that Isaiah refers to will be seen by all on Good Friday. But 

what about the brokenhearted?    

Are we left to ponder whether or not God cares about our hearts which are broken? Do you know these 

wounds of a broken heart? Do you recognize those tears which fall after such pains and agonies have 

touched home? Well if we can know what God is against by knowing what He is for, than what about the 

brokenhearted? Why does God clearly fail to bind up my wounds of a broken heart?  

Why does the Lord clearly provide external physical release from captivity while ignoring those internal 

wounds and bruises that have broken our hearts? I suspect that what was breaking the hearts of those 

listening were not their sins but rather their health, their wealth, and their prosperity. What breaks your 

heart? If what breaks your heart is an empty wallet, a diseased body, or broken relationships than what 

you need is not Jesus but rather Dr. Oz, Dr Phil, or Dr. Dobson. 

That is not to say that God does not care. Do you really think that the God who promises you that He 

collects every single tear you have ever let fall suddenly does not care? Imagine hearing the prophet 

Isaiah being read by Jesus that morning. Just think about what those church goers in Nazareth were 

hearing.  

But while they were hearing the proclamation of liberty, of restoration of sight, of good tidings being 

delivered to the poor, and the inauguration of the Year of God’s Favor, they failed to understand just 

what He meant. 

For while Jesus would go throughout the lands restoring sight to the blind, we often fail to remember 

that in the prophet Isaiah, the metaphorical darkness that enshrouds the nations is a direct result of 

Israel’s own dark rebellion. And if we take a look at the Gospels we will see that the disciples don’t ever 

experience a broken heart until after they have been rebuked for having hardened ones. Those hearts 

which are rebuked twice in connection to the feeding of the 5,000 and once more in connection with a 

risen appearance of Jesus are hardened due to unbelief. Those hearts along with ours must be broken 

through repentance. Those hardened hearts must fall upon the cornerstone who is Jesus. Only then will 

they be broken. And only then can the healing begin. 

You see the debt that Jesus came to deliver you out of was not financial, and the captivity that Jesus 

came to release you from was not worldly, and the blindness, the blindness that has infected this people 

around us is not physical but spiritual.  

But you see, we still haven’t solved this problem about Jesus healing and binding up the wounds of the 

brokenhearted. Well if God’s Word cannot contradict itself and if God says in Psalm 34:18 that “He is 

near to those who have a broken heart” as well as in Psalm 147:3 that “He heals the broken hearted and 

binds up their wounds.”  

Then where does that healing take place if Jesus is for healing the brokenhearted. Well what’s the 

theme for this here Conference: Christ for us: The Divine Service. Now I am not just saying that because 

we’re here but because it is in the text. How does God heal those broken hearts? Well remember that 

God speaks through the prophet Isaiah announcing that it is He who has been sent to heal. Therefore 

God Himself in the Divine Service is the healing.  

Why else would Jesus choose to emphasize Elijah and Elisha if not to emphasize Jesus being for the 

pagans and gentiles? Why else would Luke highlight the fact that Jesus had a habit of being in the 



Synagogue if not to emphasize what we have been saying all along and that is that here in this place 

where two or three are gathered there He is physically also. Jesus is continuing the same habit today 

that He had while He was on this earth and that is being in the Church during worship. He is to be sought 

here in this church. Do we not also confess that our hearts have been healed after the proclaimed word 

by singing those words of Psalm 51 ‘Create in me a clean heart O’ God’?  

Why else would Luke who almost always quotes from the Septuagint now intentionally modify the 

proclamation verbs of Kal-Es-Sai in the LXX to that of KEY-RUX-AI which better translates the verbs of the 

Masoretic Text in order to emphasize the preached word?  

Why else would Luke spend so much time illustratively depicting Jesus tasks of entering the Synagogue, 

being given the scroll, unrolling it to where He wished to read, reading His chosen verses, rolling it back 

up, sitting down, and having the eyes of the people fixated upon Him if not to emphasize the sermon 

above all else.  

And notice that when Jesus says He preaches release for the captives He uses the very specific word that 

in other places is the very same word used to announce forgiveness.    

And why would Jesus highlight two miracles done by prophets in the OT which were done with edible 

food, and cleansing water if not to highlight His means of grace for us today found in Holy Baptism and 

Holy Communion. Remember it is these words which are also being fulfilled in your hearing. 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Jesus has come here today to heal you whose hearts have been broken, 

crushed and shattered to pieces by His holy Law. This healing however that God provides for the 

brokenhearted is here in this church, to be found by Christ being delivered through these words of 

proclamation, at this font and at this altar.  

So is Christ for the brokenheated? Absolutely, after all He Himself says that He is near those who have a 

broken heart. Is He near you? Of course, and better than that, He is more than just near you because He 

is in you. He is in your ears in Holy Absolution, He is in your mouths in Holy Communion, and He is 

wrapped around you in Holy Baptism.  

Jesus confirms that He is near you because it is He who says that this scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing. But notice what Christ actually says. He doesn’t just say “in your hearing” but rather “in your 

ears.” Maybe Pat Green was right, you don’t have to guess what He’s against if you know what He’s for. 

And after all what shall we say to that, If God is for us, who can be against us. Amen  

 


