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I know I may mention it quite
a bit, but I can’t help it. I’m
talking about being in the Holy
Land.

I hope I don’t overdo it, but
each time I read the bible, step
into the pulpit or lead a bible
study, I am almost always
transported back there. I was
blessed to be in many of the
places we hear or read about. It is
hard not to picture being in these
actual settings.

To say my 2 trips there
changed my life – and ministry –
would be an understatement.
Again, I hope I don’t overdo it – or relate it in a
way that is anything other than helpful. But as I
approach Holy Week and Easter, “being there”,
in my mind, is even more vivid, and I think
about it more and more.

Remembering being in the Upper Room and
thinking of Jesus’ last supper with his
followers, I can sense the moment.

Seeing the path they lead Jesus on, after his
arrest, I can picture him.

Seeing where his cross was, makes it real to
me.

And standing where the empty tomb is, feels
very mysterious, but also very hopeful.

Of course we do not need to
have actually been there to feel
these things, but it does remind
us that putting ourselves into
those moments, brings them,
and all they mean, closer to us.
And I think that is important.
Holy Week and Easter are at the
center of our faith, and finding
ways to makes those days more
real – and more a part of our
lives - is what they are about.

Holy Week is a reminder of
what life can be – and Easter is
the even more real reminder of
the hope we can know in Christ.

I hope church will be a part of that week for
you. Our service ofTenebrae will be held at
8:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 1 7th. And on
Easter we will have 2 services. Our Sunrise
service will be held outside the church at 6:30
a.m., and then, at our normal service time of
10:00 a.m., we will celebrate resurrection with
music and God’s word.

These are all special services and they will
not be the same without you!

Peace,

Rev. Mark+

by Reverend Mark Allan

“Living Into Easter”
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I walk from the farmhouse

down the tan dirt road,

sprinkled with pebbles,

and over the tire-polished

planks of the old bridge,

that spans the brook.

Many times I have soaped up,

thrown myself in the chill,

only to scrambled out;

lapped water lying on its banks,

fished for its trout,

and set dams to raise it.

Beyond, I take a high step

up on the mountain

where the machine blade

cut into the base

to allow a wider road

when I was a boy.

Passing felled trees,

I pull myself up the incline,

by grabbing on to saplings,

impressed by each rotted tree

that breaks apart

after I push it to the ground.

Yellow stripes on trees

Stretches of stone walls

A small concrete obelisk

Old friends, these markers.

Having achieved height enough,

I sit at the foot of a gray boulder,

gray and wrinkled like elephant hide,

broken from its twin ages ago,

but appears as if it were recent.

by S. T. Haggerty

Vantage Points
In a silence that is complete,

I reconcile thoughts

that have rushed my mind

on so many rushed days.

Some would tear me

were their issues mine,

but they are those to be solved by others,

and so I select vantage points

to make sense of the wild.

Silly that when rising from dozing,

I can’t recall from where I came.

I meander through the forest

and find my self before a cabin

Posted sign reads, “Beware of animal traps.”

Traps to scare off people, I presume.

A gully tells not where it leads,

but a red rooftop calls to me

The house would be on a traveled road,

and I must go; I have no other marker.

Small steps down the steep

Some issues refuse to fade

and I struggle to resolve them

by they are like trying to organize

the unruly growth I brush against.

It occurs to me

that order can be made

by viewing from eternity’s vantage point,

the spire of truth.

S.T. Haggerty, Sept. 30, 2013
from "Cows in the Fog"
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Why am I going to the Tenebrae Serviceat 8:00pm on Thursday, April 17th?
Hi, my name is Jon Olsen. I serve on our

Worship Committee and as a result of arriving
late to the last meeting (or two) I have
“volunteered” to write an article for the Clarion
about the upcoming Tenebrae Service.

I’m sure a lot of you, have heard Pastor
Mark talk about the Tenebrae Service. Well for
those of you who may have missed it, here’s
what I’ve heard…

It’s not a happy service. It’s actually a dark
service. Literally dark.

It’s a very moving experience, but you may
not appreciate it fully until the second time you
go.

How’s that for a sales pitch?

If you’re like me, and your glass is always
“half full,” a dark, non-happy service that you
might not appreciate until your second
attendance a year later, probably isn’t at the top
of your list of things to do…twice.

So I decided to try to learn a little bit more
about Tenebrae Services, and the more I’ve
read about them, the more intrigued I am. On
two websites, umc.org & kencollins.com I
found that Tenebrae is Latin for “shadows” or
“darkness.” The Tenebrae is an ancient
Christian service that makes use of gradually
diminishing light through the extinguishing of
candles to symbolize the events of that week

from the triumphant Palm Sunday entry through
Jesus' burial.

The increasing darkness symbolizes the
betrayal, abandonment, and agony of Jesus'
approaching death and of hopelessness in the
world without God. The service concludes in
darkness, sometimes with a final candle, the
Christ candle, carried out of the sanctuary,
symbolizing the death of Jesus. There is no
benediction. The service is left unfinished. (The
story isn’t over until Easter.) The worshipers
leave in silence to ponder the impact ofChrist's
death and await the coming Resurrection.

So why am I, “Mr. Brightside” going to this
year’s “downer” of a Tenebrae service? Many
people have found Tenebrae to be the most
moving service they’ve ever attended, and one
they look forward to every year. I know that
I’ve still have loads to learn about God, and
about the bible, and about worship and to those
ends; I want to try this new experience.

After experiencing the darkness, imagine
how awesome Easter will be!
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On Saturday March 1 st, we took the Christ
Church Youth Group to see the Son ofGod
movie. What an incredible experience!
Myself, along with Rev. Mark, Barbara Allan,
Stan and Linda Chase, and JeffGiordano,
chaperoned 12 of our group to the Loews movie
theater in Danbury for a 4:30 showing. I was so
impressed with the way the group handled
themselves.

I couldn't help but notice throughout the
movie, each one of them were so concentrated
and in tune to the story of Jesus being depicted
on the big screen. The drive home was filled
with wonderful conversations. I hope and pray
that this made their relationship with Jesus that
much closer.

If you haven't seen the movie, or the epic
miniseries "The Bible", I encourage you to do
so. The producers, Roma Downey and Mark
Burnett brought the story of Jesus to life
through cinematic storytelling that is both
powerful and inspirational.

We saw some pretty cool previews as well.
I love that famous actors and actresses are
playing such a huge part in reenacting biblical
stories! Next on our list is Noah with Russell
Crowe, and God Is Not Dead with Kevin Sorbo
(based on the book by Rice Broocks).

by Stephanie Giordano Our Stephen Ministers are
Ready to Care for You!

Stephen Ministers are members ofChrist
Church who have been through extensive
training and provide cinfidential, one-to-one,
Christian care to people who are experiencing a
difficult time. They will listen, care, encourage,
pray with and for you, and provide weekly
support for you as long as your need persists. If
you are hurting, find out more aboutStephen
Ministry by talking with Reverend Mark. Our
Stephen Ministers are ready to bring God's love
and care into your life.

If you would like to
donate an Easter lily to
the Church on Easter
Sunday, please sign up
on the sheet in the
Atrium. Lilies cost $20.
Please note "Easter
Lily" in the memo line
of the check, which may
be placed in the offering
box or mailed to the
church office.
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Christ Church on the Air-
Sunday Mornings

6:00 a.m. Radio Broadcast,
WDBY 105.5 FM

7:00 a.m. Radio Broadcast,
WPUT 1510 AM & WINE

940 AM

17 Church Road

Pawling, NY 12564-1802

845-855-1188

www.ccoqh.org

You are invited to

join us for worship

Sunday mornings at 10:00 am

CREATIVE BLESSINGS – continues to
meet on the 3rd Sunday of each month, with a
core group of 8 to 12 ladies gathering around a
table, or two in Lankler Hall for 90 minutes of
fellowship, fun, hugs, and prayers, all tied up
with sticks and string. During the March
gathering, we agreed to make lap robes and
afghans as our main donations to the upcoming
CCoQH Christmas Bazaar.

Everyone is welcome to participate in this
project, even if unable to attend any Creative
Blessings meeting. Of utmost importance is
that these particular donations need to be made

with machine wash and dry yarns and/or
fabrics. That means NEW, CLEAN,
WASHABLE, 100% cotton fabric, flannel,
fleece or acrylic yarn.

The reason for such details is:
In 2012, the Creative Blessings group donated
three dozen (yes, 36) blankets to the Dutchess
County Chapter of Project Linus™. Prior to
making that donation, the handmade blankets
adorned the sanctuary. Several folks asked if
the items would be available for sale at that
year’s Bazaar. And so it will happen that
following the 50th anniversary celebration of
the CCoQH Christmas Bazaar (Saturday,
December 6, 2014), any remaining blankets
will be donated to Project Linus™, according
to that organization’s requirements. Please
request a full version of “Blanket Guidelines”
which includes sizes, along with “do and
don’t” from Barb Vogel either in person, or via
email: vogelmusik@mags.net. Copies will also
be available in the church office.

This month’s meeting ofCreative Blessings
will be held as usual on the 3rd Sunday – April
20th. Everyone is welcome to join us on this
Easter afternoon for what will be a very special
time of celebration.

by Barbara Vogel
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As I write this, it happens to be a lovely
spring-like weather day, a much appreciated
break from what has been a very cold winter.
Along with this lovely weather a quote from
Albert Einstein was at my inbox: “Look deep
into nature, and then you will understand
everything better.” Consider with me that to
“look deep” is to “pay attention.” Proverbs 4:1
reads: “Listen, my sons, to a father’s
instruction; pay attention and gain
understanding.” The poet Mary Oliver wrote:
“To pay attention, this is our endless and proper
work.”

In spite of the weather, and because of the
weather, Sunday worship is where we give
some attention to our spiritual upkeep, filling
our wells, encountering our experiences, and
continuing to grow into the persons God desires
us to be. Of course we see God and commune
with Him in nature, but He is also found in the
person sitting next to us in church, and not only
on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m.

As Lent comes to a close, the special
8:00PM Tenebrae Service on Thursday, April
1 7th, helps us to truly pay attention, getting us

from Palm Sunday through Good Friday, to
Easter Sunday. Easter is far more joyful when
we look deep into Christ’s suffering before His
glorious resurrection. This truly is Spring!

Spring – a time to watch for and pay
attention to new growth.

Spring – a time to express our gratitude for
God’s faithfulness.

Spring – a time to sing God’s praises with
joy!

There are numerous poems appropriate to
this season of Spring that have been set to
music. Which hymns come to mind when you
practice the art of paying attention?

by Barbara Vogel

As the busy Spring season approaches,
Sunday School teachers are finding they have
occaisional schedule conflicts, and we need
some extra hands to assist with Sunday School
instruction for our children. I have prepared
some quick, anytime lessons for each grade
level, so if you volunteer to substitute, all the
planning and materials have been collected for
you in advance. It couldn't be easier, and it is so
rewarding to spend some time with our
fabulous young people. Please let me know,
either by e-mail or at Coffee Hour, if I can add
you to our list of substitutes. Thank You!

by Karen Matthews
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