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“From the Balcony”
by Reverend Mark Allan

I have a minister colleague
who says that every so often a
pastor needs to “get up in the
balcony.” What he means is that a
church can sometimes be like a
dance floor. When we are on
ground level, and in the midst of
it, it is hard to see patterns of
what is really happening. In order
to see things more clearly, we
need to get to the balcony. From
there we can see the whole picture
and the nuances. When we are in
the midst of it, it can be hard to
see the big picture.
I think part of our “Community
Conversations” – our strategic planning
initiative - will offer all of us a chance to do
that. Taking a 35,000 foot view, lets us see the
larger picture and not get stuck in details. What
is really important? How are we really doing?
Where is God leading us? These are the kinds
of questions we can only answer by
intentionally spending some time and being
open; being open with each other, and being
open to God’s leading.

I encourage each of you to
invest the time and energy in
this process. I think, through it,
we will each have a church that
is even more the place that
brings us, and our lives, closer
to God and the goodness he
intends for us. It will be, even
more, the church which feeds
us what we most need. It will
be, even more, the church will
equips and encourages us to go
and share good news with
others.
As I stand in the balcony I see so many
places where God’s blessing has been upon us
and where we can share it. Nothing in life is as
good as that. And we can’t help but feel God
guiding us to even better places of ministry.
I pray you feel this same presence. May
our prayer, in these days, be not only one of
gratitude but also a sense of moving where God
is leading us.
In His Name,
Rev. Mark
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Christmas is Coming
and so is the 49th Annual CCoQH Christmas Bazaar!
I’m sure you’ve all made note of the
date; Saturday, December 7 th on your
calendars. This well-oiled machine has a new
floor plan that affords better flow through The
Atrium and Lankler Hall. This new plan has
“You Are Here” fliers of each stop for all
attending guests with brief descriptions, as well
as hanging signs providing better direction.
Barb Fornshell will entertain on the
piano our guests in the sanctuary and, Memorial
Hall will be open for the Morning Café
(formerly “Coffee & Donuts” in The Atrium)
from 9:00 to 11:00am. The room will be
quickly transformed for the Hot Luncheon, with
servings beginning at 11:30am – as usual.
The most exciting change is the major
upgrade in how the donations will be accepted.
With the exception of the Morning Café, Hot
Luncheon, and North Pole (the Silent Auction
continues to have its own collection process),
all monies – cash, check, or charge - will be
received at the Check-Out Table which will be
set up just inside the door ofThe Atrium. As I
write this (it’s Saturday, September 14th),
specific details for the process are still being
put into place, but I am very pleased to report
that Amy Mehlrose is continuing in the position
of Bazaar Treasurer, and she has everything
under control!
As for your part in this event:
→Please speak with Katie Berlandi or
Stephanie Smith regarding the Goods and
Services you are designating to the Silent
Auction at your earliest convenience.
→ Carol Griener will be pleased to have your
Jewelry donations, also at your earliest
convenience.

→Your hand-made creations - knit/crochet hats,
scarves, shawls, lap robes - for the Boutique
may be given to Monique Kulling or Vreni
Huber as soon as you have all the ends woven
in.
For all other items, please stay tuned for
the updated Guidelines for Donating to the
Christmas Bazaar.
For those of you who are new to Christ
Church the majority of the Bazaar proceeds
fund our Outreach Program with monies being
distributed to local, national, and international
organizations. Yes, 2013 marks the 49th year of
this amazing event! The Christmas Bazaar has
grown into that proverbial well oiled machine,
and the planned innovations for this year will
only improve the workings of this annual
happening. If this last thought nudges your
curiosity, please feel free to give me a holler
with any comments and questions you have.
The best way to connect is via email:
vogelmusik@mags.net.
More details will be forthcoming in the
November issue ofThe Clarion, as well as
Sunday bulletins.
I offered this following trivia question
last year, and find it worth repeating. Do you
know which hymn poetry is based on Psalm
98? The author did not intend for this to be a
Christmas Carol. Who among you will be able
to give me the title of the hymn in question
along with the author’s name? There may be a
prize – except for Gwen Tibbals who answered
correctly last year!
Respectfully Excited 
Barbara Vogel – Chief Facilitator
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Jennifer Hennigan
Cheryl and Jim Lebanthal
Joan Ryan
Carolyn Walsh
We also want to express our gratitude to
May Jane Phalen and Barb Fornshell who
graciously continued to provide music for the
children each week.
The Education Team thanks everyone
who made this Summer Sunday School
successful. Once again, when there is a need,
Christ Church people jump in to help.
Maggie Everett - Chair, Education Team

For twelve weeks this past summer the
Education Team sponsored a Summer Sunday
School for children 5 through fifth grade.
Volunteers from the congregation gave the
children a continued learning experience while
giving our regular teachers a much needed
break. Our average attendance was eight
children which indicates that it was important
to our families to have this continuing Christian
education experience for their children.
The program was again coordinated by
Barb Allan who organized the teaching and
craft materials each week for the teachers, made
telephone calls, did most of the decorating of
the youth lounge and taught several weeks. We
owe a great debt of gratitude to her for her
leadership.
Our program would not have worked
without the volunteer teachers. Our heartfelt
thanks go to the following people who, in
addition to Barb and myself, taught this
summer:
Evett Allan
Betsy Brockway
Camille Ludington
Jeff and Stephanie Giordono
Ed Grippe
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God?” Obviously they had the best thing in
common!
So, how goes it with God for us at Christ
Church? Now that we are back into the swing
of things, it behooves us to pay attention to our
commonality as well as our differences.
Coming together on Sunday mornings is the
obvious common act, while participating in the
various activities that take place at CCoQH
gives each of us the opportunity to share our
individuality. Sharing ourselves with each other
is an act of worship. The list below gives a few
of the unique worship opportunities available
for us.
Participate in the “holy conversations” of our
Strategic Planning Sessions.
Join the Music Program to sing and/or ring
bells.
Participate in the Fall Session of the Pastor’s
by Reverend Mark Allan
Class.
A minister friend told of being paired
with another divinity student for a month long Join our Prayer Chain.
Volunteer to bring some goodies for Coffee
project. Most classmates saw this as an odd
Hour.
situation, noting these two women seemed to
have nothing in common. While that may have Help with the Manse Painting Project, be it
been an excellent observation, the partnership hands on or in a monetary way.
was very productive for the task at hand. Once
Be Aware – of the many opportunities to
the project was completed, the ladies had no
worship, not only during the Sunday morning
real reason for one-to-one face time. Yet
worship service, but also in the practical where
whenever their paths happened to cross, they
God is ever present. As we greet each other on
shared the greeting: “So, how goes it with
Sunday mornings, may we be ready to answer
the question: “So, How Goes it With God?”
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Autumn is a special
time at CCNS. The
beautiful outdoor
surroundings are the perfect
setting for discovering the
changes of the season.
We’ve gotten off to a great
start. The children have been busy making new
friends and enjoying all of the fun activities at
school.
We’re looking forward to many Fall
activities including a visit from the Pawling
fire department, a trip to the pumpkin patch and
our school wide outdoor Halloween Party. Our
special classes begin in October including
Music and Movement, Yoga, French and the
YMCA Animal Education Program.
Our 4 year old Enrichment classes also
begin in October and they include Math
Wizardry, Book Cook Class, Science Discovery
and Creative Art. The classroom and hallway
walls have come alive with all the beautiful art
Christ Church on Quaker Hill
17 Church Rd
Pawling, NY 12564
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work created by the children. It promises to be a
wonderful year!
Thank you for your support.
Camille Ludington

We have all been blessed when Oscar
Rodriguez is able to participate in a Sunday
worship service, such as happened on
September 15 th. Before heading back to his
studies in Italy, Oscar is offering an evening of
classical music, which will include one of his
original compositions at Christ Church. The
public is cordially invited to attend on Saturday,
October 19 th at 7:30pm. Light refreshments
will be served.

