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It has been three years since we last took
CCOQH Family Portraits. Starting on February
10, the portraits will be taken during coffee
hour in Memorial Hall. The following three
dates are February 27, March 3 and March 10.
No need to sign up in advance, just show up in
your favorite outfit, but please try to avoid
wearing black. We will be using a light grey
backdrop and you can see a sample photo on
our website as well as on our Facebook page.

Lent comes fairly
early this year. It
seems like we just
finished Advent
and celebrated
Christmas. So it
feels like a bit of
whiplash to be
thinking about Lent
already.

But the season is
full ofmeaning for
us to think about

and enter into. We are invited to look inward
and reflect. We can ask what, in our lives, is
keeping us from a deeper relationship with
God. But especially, this season is a time to
consider what is at the end ofLent – Jesus’
crucifixion but also his resurrection.
For me, these days have a depth to them that
most of the rest of the year does not. It is a
chance to grow and strengthen our faith. I don’t
want to overlook that, and I hope you won’t
either.

As we continue through these days, there will
many things happening in our church. I will

offer another “TED Talk” pastor’s class for
Lent” – our Youth Group will continue to meet
on the 1 st and 3rd Fridays nights (7PM) – and a
new “Inquirers Gathering”, for those wishing to
explore membership, will take place. We will
also start taking pictures of each of you (with
Laurie Spen’s help! ) for a new photo board and
directory. Be looking in the bulletins and our
website for more details. And don’t forget “Fat
Sunday” on Feb. 1 0th, with an “Evening of
Jazz” the night before.

And, of course, I hope you will look at the
excerpts of our annual report in this issue,
seeing where we have gone this past year and
where we hope to go.

And through it all, God speaks to us, and draws
us closer. This journey ofLent takes us not only
to Holy Week and Easter. It also takes us to the
deepest places of our soul where we are invited
to reflect on what God asks us when we are
there. May God’s promises of new life and
resurrection be clear to you each step of the
way.

In His Name,
Rev. Mark +

by Reverend Mark Allen

If you have any questions please email Laurie
Spens lspens@comcast.net or call
(914)548-2659.

Get Ready and Wear Your Sunday Best...It's Family Portrait Time!
by Laurie Spens

Coverage begins
on Page 2
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Dear Friends:

Just recently Barb and I
were saying how we
couldn’t believe that,
this coming July, we will
have been here for 5
years! Time does fly
when you’re having fun!

It sure doesn’t feel like it has been that long, but
this realization caused me to look back over
those (almost) 5 years and also to look ahead.
Each year as I sit down to write this report, I
look back over previous ones I have written.
This year I couldn’t help but smile over the
amazing journey God has taken us on.
Together we have done many things and
faithfully moved forward.

God has been good to us. The places we see this
goodness are everywhere. Our new Stephen
Ministry is up and running, and our Youth
Ministry has been revitalized and continues to
grow. Several new and different worship
services have been offered. Outreach, such an
important part of our identity as a church,
continues to be at the heart of our ministry, with
several new and expanded places to share.
Several different “Pastor’s Classes” have been
well received including our “TED Talk
Wednesdays.”

Our music programs, in all their forms, remain
a focal point ofChrist Church. And several
projects in the “Building and Grounds”
department are being taken care of – including
a much needed painting of the church interior.
Our educational ministry and our always
appreciated Congregational Life events,
continue to grow strong. And of course one of
the most visible of the new initiatives is our
Remembrance Garden. Work is well underway
and we look forward to a dedication on June 8th

Annual Report from the Pastor
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” ~ Matthew 18:20

of this year.

And this is only a representation ofwhat we
have done and where God has led us.
This past year we averaged well over 100
people per service – 115 to be exact – and that
includes the summer when attendance is a bit
less.

But some of the growth has been in ways that
can’t be so easily measured but are just as clear.
To me the great sign of this is when I speak to
guests and visitors and they say to me “There is
just such a great spirit here. We feel so
welcomed.” I think both of these things indicate
that we are a loving, nourishing, and
welcoming place for people to grow in faith.
The economy continued its weak ways this
year, and while we did end the year with a
small deficit, it was certainly manageable, and a
sign of your support. These past 5 years have
been a challenge for many churches, but your
care, and your desire to continue to move
forward in faith has been a strong blessing.

But the 5 year mark is also a good time to look
forward and ask where God might be asking us
to grow. I think it might be helpful to have a
church wide initiative that looks at our mission,
vision and strategic plan. This would be a big
task but I think could be exciting, and a chance
to discuss our direction and places of growth.
Such a process invites us to ask where we sense
God in our church today, and where we feel he
is calling us to go. It also lets us affirm, and
have a strong sense of our purpose as a church.
After five years together I think this could be
helpful for us and let us look forward with a
renewed sense ofwhat our church is about.

In the midst of all of these things, I continue to
be amazed at the faithful and giving nature of
each person here. I thank you for the ways you

by Reverend Mark Allan

(continued on page 3)
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support what we do at Christ Church. And I am
especially grateful for the wonderful lay
leadership this church has always stepped
forward with. Kevin Kitowski has been an
outstanding Chair of our church council, and
always available and supportive to me as your
minister. A pastor is thankful to have such
strong lay leadership working with him.

I also feel very blessed to have such a caring
and dedicated staff alongside me. To a person,
they are devoted to our church, and I appreciate
all they do. I am grateful, each day, to walk

along side each of you in faith, and to be your
pastor.

These 5 years have flown by, and it has been
good, but where do you think the coming years
will bring us? I believe God has wonderful
things in store for us, and good work for us to
accomplish. Together, let’s listen to God and
use the gift of a new year to be, even more, a
place where all are welcomed and can grow in
faith.

In His Name,
Rev. Mark Allan+

their talents in the service of our church. Thank
you to: Mark Allan, Ingrid Buell, Stan Chase,
Jim Lebenthal, Doug LePelley, Maggie Everett,
Mimi Hedwig, Jon Olsen, Liz Allen, John
Brockway, Roger Smith, Patsy Cowie, Ron
Wozniak, JeffGiordano and Tom Noonan.
Several of last year’s council members have
completed their terms this year and will be
stepping down and there are several new and
talented folks joining the council (see annual
meeting minutes for details). Thank you, all
those stepping down this year, for your
outstanding service.

Despite a sluggish economy in 2012 Christ
Church continues to grow and prosper thanks to
the generous spirit of our congregation. Thanks
to each and every one of you for sharing your
time and gifts to help make 2012 another
successful year. As you read through the reports
which follow I believe you will find that we are
well positioned to continue our mission to
“provide a nurturing environment in which all
persons can grow in personal faith, discover
their gifts and use them to become living
examples ofGod’s vision through Jesus Christ”
well into the future.

Respectfully submitted,
Kevin D. Kitowski, Council Chair

Annual Report from the Pastor (continued from page 2)

2012 has been a good year for Christ Church on
Quaker Hill. Through the hard work and
dedication of so many of our volunteers, we
strengthened our programs and extended our
outreach into the communities in which we
serve. Two wonderful and very important new
ministries, our youth program and our Stephen
ministry, really came together very nicely this
year. We made several infrastructure
improvements including most of the work on
the remembrance garden and all the planning
for painting the interior of the church (which
didn’t actually start until January 2013). We
saw another year of substantial proceeds from
our annual Christmas bazaar. Our fall
stewardship drive led to a steady level of
pledges for 2013 and we had a very successful
‘Founders Day matching gift appeal’ which
made a huge difference in our budget. We
ended the year with a very modest deficit and
we were able to manage increases in our
spending through incremental donations
limiting withdrawals from our investment
accounts.

I want to thank everyone on the Board ofElders
for their work this past year. We are blessed to
have such a strong group of individuals sharing



The Clarion4 February 2013

The administration and planning team is
responsible for coordinating personnel, general
operations, and long range planning for Christ
Church. From a personnel perspective, in 2012
we welcomed Blair Allan who joined our staff
as the Sunday Nursery assistant and has done
an excellent job quickly coming up to speed.
We wished a fond farewell to Jackie Bell, who
held the position previously, as she moves on to
other opportunities. We are grateful to Jackie
for her service at Christ Church.

Thanks go out to our talented staffwhose hard
work kept things running smoothly this past
year. Many thanks to: Mark Allan, Camille
Ludington, Mary Jane Phelan, Barbara Vogel,
Leigh Hill, Kathy Muller, Steven Foster,
Domenica Musella, Blair Allan and, Drew

Akin. We appreciate
your dedication and
focus on all the day
to day requirements
ofmanaging Christ
Church. We are very
blessed to have such gifted team.

A special thanks also to Gary Kurz who
continues to lead many of our key personnel
initiatives. Gary has been instrumental in the
hiring and annual reviews of our staff. We are
extremely fortunate to have someone with
Gary’sexpertiseandtalentleadingthisforus.

Respectfully submitted,
Kevin D. Kitowski, Council Chair

Administration and Planning

Brian Bowman
Arianna Bowman
Jayden Cecil
Layla Eyring
Ava Johnson
Garrett Pinelli

2012 Weddings

Andrew Lloyd & Alexia Hernandez-Soria
Jeremy Rose & Olivia Twaddell
Bryan Turner & Erica Rahn

Cary Hade
Anna Lindstrom
Thom Murphy
Sinead Murphy
NancyHopkinsReilly

Administrative Notes

Alexander “Sandy” Brown
Charles DeJan
Robert Henkle
Bernard Kinzer



The Clarion 5February 2013

During 2012, there
were no major projects
to report. Our focus
was just on normal
maintenance, such as
repairs to the heating
system. During the
fall, we did complete

our bidding process for the much needed
painting of the church interior. With the help of

many volunteers, the church was emptied of
pictures, Christmas decorations, and other
worship items to prepare for the painters to
arrive after the Epiphany Walk service. The
painting will be completed by the end of
January 2013. We are also in the process of
permanently fixing the bell rope so all can hear
her beautiful sound once again.

Stan Chase, Chair

Buildings and Grounds

The Congregational
Life Team, headed by
Mimi Hedwig and

Linda Chase, fulfills a number of important
functions in our church’s life. While the
Outreach team extends the Christ Church spirit
outward into the community, Congregational
Life performs “inreach” – providing to our
members and friends hospitality (coffee hour,
receptions, potluck meals and picnics);
communication (The Clarion); and care, via the
greeting card ministry and women’s retreats.

• Wonderful coffee hours every Sunday,
overseen by Gail Burweger with the able
assistance of Sunday Sexton Drew Akin.

• Tireless efforts for a second year by Liz
Allen to coordinate a team of drivers to
transport long-time member Molly
McLean to and from church every Sunday
and for special events.

• Receptions after the funerals ofmember
Rich Singleton’s wife, Shellie, and
longtime member Sandy Brown. Great
numbers of cooks and helpers contributed
to both.

• A very successful women’s retreat planned
by Gail Orser, Linda Chase and Mimi
Hedwig, and led by Major Lauren
Hodgson ofThe Salvation Army. Some 20
people – Christ Church members and some
non-members – attended the all-day event.

• The Strawberry Festival combined with a
Founder’s Day picnic in June.

• A change in editorship ofThe Clarion from
Kathy Muller to Bob Reilly. Warm thanks
to both of them for keeping this vital
source of information lively and timely for
our congregation and faraway friends.

• The traditional Church Family picnic in
September, enjoyed by all.

• Greeting cards written at various points
during the year to express sympathy,
encouragement, thanks and congratulations
to our members and friends, and – at Linda
Chase’s suggestion – put out for the entire
congregation to sign.

• A Fellowship Meal program overseen by
Nancy Reilly.

• A successful potluck lunch for
Consecration Sunday.

A list of all who participated would be very
long indeed, but the core group of
Congregational Life, in addition to co-chairs
Mimi and Linda, included Patsy Cowie, Fran
Wathley, Mark Daniels, Barbara Allan, Nancy
Hopkins Reilly, Gail Burweger, Kathy Muller,
Liz Allen, Sarah McBride, Gail Orser, Nancy
Noonan, Lisa Kelsey, Rosemary Gieseking,
Barbara Vogel and Jill Nash.

Mimi Hedwig and Linda Chase, Co-Chairs

Congregational Life
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Christian education is one of our
most important responsibilities
and greatest joys. Christ Church
is fortunate to have such talented
and committed people involved
in its program.

This year Karen Matthews took
over as Sunday School
Superintendent and, together with
her teachers, provided our
children with a rich Christian
education experience. They continued with the
“Faith Weavers” curriculum they used in 2011 .
More information on the Sunday School is
available in a separate report. I want to thank
Karen and all the teachers who give their
creative energy and hard work to the Sunday
School.

Once again we sponsored a Summer Sunday
School Program, staffed by volunteer teachers
for children age four through 5th grade. Our
theme was “Summit Seekers: Following Joshua
into God’s Promises.” Barb Allan coordinated
the twelve week program and twelve people,
from teenagers to grandparents, stepped up to
provide this continuing education experience
for our younger children I also want to thank
MJ Phelan and Barbara Fornshell for providing
music each week for the children.

Rev. Mark Allan taught one adult education
class this year. He did the TED Talk
Wednesdays, a forum where the class viewed a
short talk from the TED organization each
week, given by different people, and discussed

its place in a life of faith. It was
very well received by those who
attended the class.

Blair Allan served as our nursery
attendant this year. She did a
great job relating to the toddlers
each Sunday. While she was
away for several months studying
abroad, the nursery was ably
staffed by volunteers. She
returned in December and we’re

happy she was available to continue in this
position.

The newly formed youth group got into full
swing this year under the able leadership of
Stephanie Giordano. You will find an outline of
their activities in a separate report.

Camille Ludington keeps our team, and through
us the Council informed about the program and
progress of the Christ Church Nursery School.
Creative, innovative and dedicated to children
is how I would describe Camille and her staff.
You will find details of the Nursery School
program in a separate report.

I want to thank all those who serve with me on
the Education Team this year: Barb Allan, Liz
Allen, Stacey Delamere, Camille Ludington,
Karen Matthews, Bob Reilly, Julie Spagnolo
and Ron Wozniak. It is a pleasure to work with
this energetic group.

Respectfully Submitted,
Maggie Everett, Chair

Christ Church Nursery
School has just completed its
10th year! We celebrated our
10th anniversary with a
spectacular Family Fun Day,
complete with inflatable

activities, pony rides, a magician and many
different family activities.

We continue to provide quality early childhood
education in our half and full day programs. In
addition to our regular nursery school classes
we offer afternoon enrichment classes in
science, cooking and math. Our children
participate in a Music and Movement Program
each week and Yoga with a certified Yoga
instructor each month.

(continued on page 7)

Christ Church Nursery School
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We are so blessed to have a great teaching
crew! As is traditional, our classes are divided
up by age group. Infants through 3 are cared for
in the Nursery. Preschoolers aged 3-5 meet
downstairs in the Yellow Room. Preschool
Teachers include Katie and Brian Berlandi,
Stephanie and Jason Smith, and Sheba Olenik.
Primary students, grades K-2, meet in the Red
Room downstairs. Primary Teachers are Stacey
Delamere and Carolyn Walsh. Intermediate
students, grades 3-5, meet upstairs in the Round
Room. Bob Reilly teaches this group, with
reliable backup from Jimmy Lebenthal. The
Middle Schoolers, grades 6-8, meet in the
Youth Lounge, which is down the far staircase
in Lankler Hall. Camille Ludington and
Stephanie Giordano teach this group. We
welcome new students and visitors any time
during the year.

We continue to use the Faith Weaver
curriculum, which the teachers supplement with
their own creative ideas. We are in the second
year of a three-year curriculum cycle. We
average 30 children each week.

We started the month ofOctober by learning
more about Communion. Pastor Mark led a
Family Communion Class which was well-
attended by many young families. The
following weekend, children were invited to
stay at worship for World Communion Sunday
and receive Communion with their families.
Many older children stayed, and the younger
ones had a lesson in Lankler Hall about
Communion.

Also in October, about 1 5 children and their
parents stayed after coffee hour to help plant
flower bulbs around the church. We had many
generous donations of bulbs and a few
perennials. We look forward to seeing some
beautiful blooms this spring! I hope this might
become an annual event; it was a lot of fun!
Thank you to everyone who donated and
planted.

The Sunday School continued to prosper as
Christmas neared and we engaged in a variety
of activities. In November we held a food drive
for victims ofHurricane Sandy on Long Island.

The Toddler Time Program provides two year
old children and their parent or caregiver the
opportunity to socialize in a small group
setting. CCNS has an active Parent Committee
that plans family activities throughout the year
and helps with fundraising. Through their
efforts we were able to install a new playground
set this past summer.

The Greater Newburgh YMCA visits us weekly
with a wonderful Animal Tracking Program.
The children learn each week about a new
animal through games and movement activities.

We have a continued partnership with the
Pawling High School Peer Leadership group.
The high school students visit throughout the
year and participate in large group activities
with our children. Our dedicated and talented
staff continue to educate and nurture the
children each day.
We thank everyone at Christ Church for their
continued support.

Respectfully Submitted,
Camille Ludington, Director

Christ Church Nursery School (continued from page 6)

The Peale Family

(continued on page 8)
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The Youth Group had an amazing year filled
with excitement and growth. We have been
meeting the 1 st and 3rd Fridays of each month
from 7:00 – 8:30p.m. The group will continue
to meet the same in 2013. It has shown to be an
evening of fun, laughter, and pure enjoyment.
We have grown to about 1 5 members that
attend on a regular basis.

Some of the Youth Groups events and
accomplishments for this past year include, the
Spaghetti Dinner which helped raise donations

for the annual outreach trip to New Orleans,
helping with the Midnight Run, cleaning and
sprucing up our Church pews, and help with the
Christmas Bazaar. In May we enjoyed a night
of “Glow Bowl” at Lore’s Lanes in New
Milford. One special highlight for the Youth
Group was a donation with the help ofGail
Burweger and Rosemary Gieseking. They,
along with the help of others, donated $630.00
to our Youth Group from the proceeds of the
Apple Pie/Crisp event.

We are looking forward to another productive
and wonderful year. There are lots of
happenings in the works for our amazing group.

Sincerely,
Stephanie Giordano

2012 proceeded musically as most past years - I
was tempted to copy the 2011 report - with a
few new additions:

• The Sherman Chamber Ensemble
performed here in Akin Hall on January 7
in what we hope was the first ofmany
concerts at Christ Church.

• The Christ Church Instrument Care
Committee met in January to discuss the
increasingly urgent need for a new Allen

organ. There was a road trip in June for
members of the committee to see and hear
Allen organs installed in various area
churches, and the work of this committee
continues in cooperation with the Council
ofElders.

• The Youth Handbells travelled to Mt. Kisco
in March to participate in a young ringers'
conference with six other area handbell
groups under the direction of internationally

Many thanks to the Giordano’s for coordinating
this effort! We also began our preparations for
the Christmas Pageant. Much thanks to all the
parents for helping the children with their lines
and songs for the pageant. Big, big, BIG thanks
to Camille and Stephanie for "producing and
directing", and MJ for musical support! The
children were very excited to put on this
wonderful story of Jesus' birth.

Our Christmas service project was to Adopt-a-
Family at the Community Resource Center here

in Pawling. We had many donations for this
worthy cause, and I’m certain we made a happy
Christmas for a local family. Thanks to Laurie
Spens for heading up this project!
Thank you to everyone for the amazing support
of the Sunday School program. It’s going to be
a wonderful 2013!

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Matthews

The Peale Family Sunday School (continued from page 7)

(continued on page 9)
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During the past year 2012,
our Christ Church on Quaker
Hill Outreach Team had
another busy and fruitful
year of significant activities,
benevolent giving and hands-
on projects at home, across
our nation and worldwide.
As is our tradition at Christ Church, this year
our outreach funding comes from a portion of
the net proceeds of our wonderful 47th Annual
Christmas Bazaar, held in 2011 , as well as
donations from sponsoring individuals. Along
with that generous funding is the “secret” to our
outreach successes including:

known handbell composer and clinician,
Michael Glasgow. We enjoyed
ourselves and learned a lot. If at all
possible, this will be an annual event.

Our now firmly established Evening of Jazz
took place on February 18 featuring the Jeff
McGill Trio, sponsored by Barb Vogel. Our Fat
Sunday service had guest musicians Lou
Pappas, Jim Paradies and Jim LaPine. In
March, the Singers and DQ's sadly convened to
sing at Sandy Brown's memorial service and
experienced both his presence and his absence.
CCS presented Handel's Messiah, parts 2 and 3
on May 20 with professional instrumentalists
and soloists, funded in part by a donation from
the Singers. It was our biggest and most
difficult classical undertaking to date. CD's of
that performance are available for purchase as
are CD's of the 2011 Christmas concert.

Oscar Rodriguez, a remarkable young pianist,

performed for us again.

All of our standing programs continue: Christ
Church Singers (30), DQ's (8), chimes (7),
youth hand bells (1 3), adult hand bells (11 ), and
Christ Church Little Singers (?).

Efforts to minimize costs include buying used
or out-of-print music when feasible; asking all
bell ringers to contribute $15/year to the cost of
bell music; using in-house talent for summer
Sundays when the Singers are resting and
reserving professional musicians for special
occasions.

A program this size functions only with
generous assistance from many volunteers and
with the unflagging support and assistance of
the rest of the staff. Many thanks.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Jane Phelan, Dir. ofMusic

Let's Make Some Music (continued from page 8)

• Midnight Run volunteers (donated clothing
items, donated foodstuffs, drivers, hands-on
workers), partnering with Poughkeepsie
Baptist Church

• NOLAMission Trip volunteers (individual

sponsorship donations,
hands-on workers donating
vacation time from work as
well as covering their own
travel, room and board),
Resource Center volunteers
(providing drivers, food
pantry, Board leadership),

and
• Dorothy Day Center volunteers (food prep
and serving) all giving of themselves.

Some in our church family provide financing,
leadership and work as volunteers in
maintaining our Sunday morning Radio
Ministry on WDBY 105.5 FM, WPUT 1510
AM and WINE 940 AM. This tradition, begun
in 1975 by our pastor Rev. Gordon Powell, of
Australia, and Bob Roland, Singers Director,
was broadcast to area residents as well as to
Australians on the other side of the globe.

Outreach Team

(continued on page 10)
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Many of our present day church family
remember their first contacts with Christ
Church tuning in on the radio. One listener, a
nurse named Karla, wrote us to say,”…I have
the opportunity to share faith by listening. Each
Sunday as I drive to work in an environment
where faith is sometimes questioned…I am
blessed by your sharing of services and I thank
you for it. I just wanted you to know that it
makes a difference in someone’s life.” On the
Outreach Team we feel that way too. Our radio
outreach, our website (www.ccoqh.org) and our
online broadcasts (www.940espnradio.com) are
great assets that we value highly.

All disbursements of funds are subject to
review by the Outreach Team, the Church
Council ofElders, our church Treasurer and are
managed by our church Financial Office.
Members and Friends of our congregation are
reminded and encouraged to suggest new
recipients for our outreach/benevolence funds.
The Outreach Team will research, review and
possibly recommend those suggestions for
consideration. All approved recipients,
depending upon budgeted funds available,
originate with a recommendation from a
member in our church family as long as they
have a mission parallel to our Christian beliefs
here at Christ Church.

In the year 2012, the following recipients were
approved by the Outreach Team and funds
distributed, or reserved:
• AmeriCares (Stamford, CT),
• Camp Herrlich scholarship (Patterson, NY),
• Camp Restore workers camp (Chantilly, LA),
• Church World Services (Elkhart, IN),
• Pawling Resource Center (Pawling, NY),
• Dorothy Day Center (Danbury, CT),
• Dutchess Outreach (Poughkeepsie, NY),
• Grace Smith House (Poughkeepsie, NY),
• Guideposts Foundation (Danbury, CT),
• Hudson River Housing (Poughkeepsie, NY),
• Rebuild Joplin (Joplin, MO),
• Lumunos – Christian Outreach support

(Marlborough, NH),

• Midnight Run, Inc. (Dobbs Ferry, NY),
• Midnight Run expenses (Christ Church on
Quaker Hill),

• Oscar Rodriguez – guest pianist - scholarship
• Pawling Youth Development (Pawling, NY),
• Rebuilding Together Dutchess County
expenses (CCoQH),

• Rebuilding Together Dutchess County, Inc.
(Poughkeepsie, NY),

• Salvation Army (Kansas City, MO),
• St. Bernard Project (New Orleans, LA),
• Stephen Ministry (CCoQH),
• United in Their Honor (Pawling, NY),
• PUBLICITY/RADIO
• MINISTERS DICRETIONARY FUND

We are very pleased to note that our Christ
Church Youth Group contributed substantially
to expenses with the Outreach Team offering
proceeds from a spaghetti dinner and a bake
sale to help to offset some group costs for the
NOLAMission Team trip in May. Please also
note that participants in that NOLAMission
Trip pay their own airfare and their own
room/board expenses while in New Orleans.
It should also be noted that at the well-attended
Blessing of the Animals event last fall, the
Christ Church Worship Team collected
donations totaling $ 139.00 which was passed
on to the Putnam Humane Society ofCarmel.
Well done.

Please watch the Bulletin Board in the Atrium
for sign-up sheets in the near future regarding
2013 Outreach Opportunities where you could
make a difference.

Because of the energy and efforts ofmany
individuals working as a Team, we are a strong
family doing what Jesus asked us to, “Do to
others as you would have them do to you”. We
are a giving congregation.

Respectfully submitted,
John Brockway, Chair

Outreach Team (continued from page 9)



The Clarion 11February 2013

Stewardship consists of
giving one’s time, talent
and treasure. This annual
report is filled with examples of excellent
stewardship. Our Stewardship Committee deals
with the financial side of stewardship and is
responsible for helping to raise money to cover
the annual budget of the church and also to help
raise funds for special projects. We also
participate in the preparation of the budget and
the administration of the moneys raised.

As was done in 2011 , we again budgeted
$180,000 for pledged offerings in 2012. In 2011
we received $176,000 in actual pledge income
and this past year, 2012, we received $175,000
in pledge income, so we came pretty close to
budget. Many members increase their pledges
every year and new members help with new
pledges, but we cannot quite get to our goal of
$180,000, due partly to the weak economy and
partly to the loss of income from long time
members as they move to other parts of the
country.

We also budgeted $20,000 for Holiday
Contributions, but after a weak response at
Easter we could see that this would not be a
reachable target and something more would be
needed. (As 2012 ended our holiday giving
totaled $12,000.)

The “something more” developed into a gift
matching program announced at the time of
Founders Day in June. Two members pledged
$2,500 each if other members would contribute
the same total amount ofmoney. This was a
great success as 37 members contributed
$13,355, which when combined with the
$5,000 pledged added $18,355 to our income.
As a result our Non-Pledged Offerings ended
the year at $56,000, up substantially from the
budgeted income of $33,000. This was the key
to our year.

Our Unidentified Cash
Offerings ended up at
$4,400, better than our

budget of $4,000. Our thanks go out to Tom
Noonan who built a beautiful cash collection
box which is placed in the middle of the
narthex as people are leaving our services. This
was dedicated June 3rd and has provided a
reminder of the importance of contributing.

Also income above budget came from Mission
Trip Donations, Facilities Use, Music Dept.
Dedicated Funds, Special Fundraiser and
Investment Income.

All in all our Total Revenues for 2012 were
$341 ,000, above our budget of $319,000. And
despite several emergency type expenses we
were able to end the year with but a small
deficit of $2,500 for the church. This is a very
good result, better than budget, and our cash
position is about the same as it was a year ago.
Looking ahead to 2013 we increased our budget
for Pledged Offerings to $185,000 and as we
went to press we were quite close to this
number. Our budget for Non-Pledged Offerings
is $42,000, Holiday Offerings is budgeted for
$15,000 and Facilities Use is budgeted to bring
in $4,000. To reach our budget in these non-
pledged areas we will need a special fund raiser
such as the matching fund campaign this past
year or the extra boost in Holiday Contributions
at Christmas in 2011 .

Our 2013 stewardship message of “Grace upon
Grace” and a newly created “narrative budget”
were mailed to us right after Hurricane Sandy,
thanks to Mark and Leigh. Mark wrote, “Each
of us is invited to share our talents and abilities,
give our time, and offer our financial support.
We do so because we know how we have been
blessed. We do so because we want to be a part
of something bigger—this transformation
ministry that nourishes us and helps others.”

(continued on page 12)
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Witnessing stewards, Nancy Kurz, Thom
Murphy and Nancy Hopkins Reilly reinforced
our stewardship message on successive
Sundays, although Nancy Kurz’s Sunday was a
victim of the Sandy aftermath. The
Consecration Sunday luncheon was
wonderfully handled by our Congregational
Life Team. Thanks to all these people and to

Kevin Kitowski, Ingrid Buell and Mark Allan
of the Executive Committee and to all of the
supportive and generous members of our
congregation who have pledged, contributed
and responded to the needs of the church.

Sincerely,
Roger Smith, Chair

The Norman Vincent and Ruth Stafford Peale
Remembrance Garden is very close to
completion. We need to attach the top sections
of the fountain, order stones to hold the
individual name plaques, order benches and
attach commemorative plaques on the pillars
and benches. Additional flowers will be planted
in the spring time.

Thus far we have expended $63,775 almost all
of this going to Berkshire Nursery. The Peale
Family Foundation got us going with a total of
$35,000. Additional private donations for
benches and early purchases of name plaques
within the garden have added another $15,000.
To make our last payment to Berkshire we
borrowed $16,500 from the Perpetual Mission
Fund. This will be repaid in February from
identified sources. It continues to be the goal of

the committee to complete this project without
impacting the church budget.

In several weeks there will be a meeting after
church to explain the workings of the
Remembrance Garden and how it may fit into
your personal plans or the plans of friends and
family. It is felt that this will be a widely
subscribed garden and will be a continuing
benefit to the church, church family and
community for many years. The dedication of
the garden will be held on Saturday, June 8th.

Sincerely,
Roger Smith
Rosemary Gieseking
Jill Nash
Derek Brockhoff
Brian Berlandi

Remembrance Garden

When this team formed 2 years ago,
we took as our theme “Worship –
it’s Not Just for Sunday Anymore.”
We have attempted to continue that
theme this year. We feel that
worship is an attitude rather than
something that’s done once a week.
It’s an attitude of paying attention to
God’s work in everything around us, big and
small. Barb Vogel is constantly reminding us to
Pay Attention!

Our wonderful team consists of: Ruth
Comunale who takes care of all aspects of the

monthly Communion services
effortlessly and smoothly; Amy
Mehlrose assists Kathleen in
Chancel duties and has lots of fresh
ideas; Jon Olsen always makes us
laugh and is willing to open his
heart, in additional to being the 3rd
Sunday of the month Nametag

Sunday Reminder; Barbara Vogel, who besides
providing our musical foundation on organ
and/or piano each week, writes a monthly
article on Worship for each issue of the Clarion;
Kathleen Weiss is the “Chancel person.” She
takes care of decorating and undecorating the

Stewardship Report (continued from page 11 )

(continued on page 13)
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sanctuary (a few words for a very big job.).
This year she took on a herculean job of
monthly phone calls to Plow and Hearth trying
to replace the defective Christmas window
candelabra. She won! In addition she takes the
minutes of each meeting and makes them fun to
read; Ron Wozniak is one of those totally
reliable souls, keeps us on track and is an
instant volunteer for any job; and of course our
Rev. Mark who holds us all together with
humor and wisdom and love. A better group of
people does not exist and we really enjoy
working with each other.

We meet the third Wednesday of each month to
review the past month and plan for the future.

Outstanding Moments

• Tom Noonan made a magnificent inlaid box
to receive gifts and offerings that is put in
front of the Sanctuary doors each week.

• We continue to look for the best way to deal
with the pesky nametags and it is on the
agenda for the coming year. Look for some
changes!

• Offering envelopes were designed by Rev.
Mark and Leigh Hill and put in each pew.
The challenge there was size to fit in the card
slots.

• We added gluten-free wafers to the
communion bread for those who require
them.

• The Easter season again saw a Tenebrae
service on Maundy Thursday and the
Flowering of the Cross and the Easter Dawn
service on the church lawn. Always a very
special time.

• Four Stephen Ministers were commissioned
in April.

• August saw our first outdoor Worship service.
• A great team assembled to carry chairs and
other necessary equipment. It was a great
success and the plan is to make this an annual
event.

• There are continuing issues with the bell and
we continue to look for the best solution.

• Katie Berlandi took over the pulpit in
September in Rev. Mark’s absence as did Jon
Olsen in October. These two extraordinary
people touched us deeply.

• The Youth Group and the Worship Team
joined forces to spruce up the pews. We/they
washedandscrubbedeverypewandall the
pencil marks and shoe scuffs vanished. It was
a fun time to work with Stephanie’s group
and they did a great job. There was probably
more water splashed around than needed, but
it was fun and the job got done. A number of
us tried to hire them to come to our homes to
do the same, but they refused.

• Again the Blessing of the Animals was in
October, this time under the drive-through on
the lower level due to threatening rain. In
spite of the weather, there was a great turn
out.

• The Thanksgiving morning Family Service
was under the leadership ofMimi and Doug
Hedwig who, as always, provided us with
wonderful music, and a time to express our
gratitude to the Lord.

I continue to love this job as Worship chair and
am more than grateful to be able to work with
such a great group. It definitely helps in
keeping me focused!

Respectfully submitted,
Patsy Cowie, Chair

Worship Team (continued from page 12)
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The Nominating Committee is composed of
two Elders and three members of the
congregation. Their task is to search the
congregation for people who have the skills that
are needed to guide and assist the church
programs.

On behalf of all the members ofChrist Church,
the committee thanks outgoing members Liz
Allen, John Brockway, Mimi Hedwig, Doug
LePelley, Tom Noonan and Roger Smith for
their service.

Elders:
Brian Berlandi
Betsy Brockway
Anna Lindstrom
Amy Mehlrose
Gail Orser
Jason Smith

Nominating Committee
At Large:
Brian Berlandi
Linda Chase
Karen Matthews

Respectfully Submitted,
Jim Lebenthal & Maggie Everett

Nominating Committee

End ofAnnual Report Highlights

Today is December 31 st, New Year’s Eve, a day
where tomorrow gives us every possibility in
the universe. In theory, every day gives us this
possibility; however, the official end of an old
year and the beginning of a new one enables us
to see a “clean slate”, a “fresh canvas”, a day to
“start over”.

With that in mind, I sit down to write. I close
my eyes and do a mental scan. What is going
well? What do I want to change? It occurs to
me that I have always lived my life with a kind
of internal “homing beacon” and that we are all
born with an internal “knowing.” A sense that
the direction we are headed in is either “on the
right track” or “on the wrong track.” For me,

when things are flowing well and I am “on the
right track,” there is an inner peace. It doesn’t
mean that I won’t have to work for things I
want or that there are no challenges for me, but
my life kind of “flows.” I picture it in my mind
like I am floating in the center of a wide river
with a flowing current. When things are “on the
right track” I feel as if I can pick up my feet and
just move with the current easily. I don’t hit
rocks, I don’t have trouble staying afloat, I just
move along making small corrections to keep
myself centered. During these times,
opportunities present themselves, coincidences
seem to happen, and more often than not, I feel
a sense ofwellbeing.

Sometimes, however, I make a correction or
decision that moves me off course. I drift too
close to the edge where the rocks bump and
bruise me. I might even shoot down a small,
bumpy offshoot of the river. Here I find rough
times and difficulties. I try to keep my balance,
but it is difficult at best. At times, I don’t even
know that I am off course. I don’t see my off-
centered location in the river because I am so
caught up with staying afloat. These are the
times in my life where decisions are difficult,
ideas don’t present themselves, and I feel a
general sense of dis-ease. When I do finally
allow myself a moment to check my “homing
beacon” and get my bearings, I realize that the

by Amy Mehlrose

(continued on page 15)
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reason things aren’t going very well is because
I am not centered. I am not on the right path.
Sometimes, I resist and try to keep my course;
however, my internal “knowing” is always
present to guide me to where I need to be. I can
ignore it and press on, but life will continue to
be bumpy and rough.

With that said, one of the things that my
“internal knowing” is always guiding me
toward is a healthier lifestyle. I know that I feel
better when I eat well and I exercise. Why then
do I choose to hit every rock in the river when
it comes to this plain, cold fact? I began
searching the web for bible verses about being
healthy. Should we be concerned with our
health? Well, here was my answer:

1 Corinthians 6:1920
19 Or do you not know that your body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom
you have from God? You are not your own,
20 for you were bought with a price. So
glorify God in your body.

Ok, so ifwe are supposed to take care of our
body, what are the best ways? One answer is
proper nutrition and exercise. Our souls have

been allowed by God to experience life. To give
our souls a full and wonderful experience, we
were given a body. A fantastic, amazing body
which experiences life through sight, smell,
taste, touch, and hearing. It stands to reason that
ifwe feed and treat our body well, our body can
take care of itself and the soul in it. How can
we truly experience life the way God intended
ifwe don’t keep our body in tip-top shape?

So, here I am, beginning the New Year in the
manner most people do with a resolution and a
fresh canvas. It is my intention to work toward
a healthier lifestyle. A lifestyle that will help
keep my body well so my soul can experience
life as God meant it to. I would like to write a
little each month in the Clarion and share with
you my healthy living plans and ideas. Maybe,
if you are likeminded, you will join me in
moving toward a healthier body too. I plan to
move slowly but surely toward a lifestyle with
regular exercise and healthy eating.

For me, this is my “river’s center.” It doesn’t
mean that I won’t have to work at getting there,
and I might even have to adjust my course a
time or two… but once I do get there, I hope to
be able to lift my feet and float for a while.

Hi friends! I hope you are all experiencing
positive happenings and many blessings so far
in 2013! I know our amazing Youth Group is!
We are in full swing and have been enjoying
each other’s company, continuing to meet on
the 1 st and 3rd Fridays of every month.

There are many things we have in the works
that the youth of the congregation will be a part
of. Just to name a few, we have already
experienced a successful Midnight Run with the
Outreach Team. Some of the Youth Group had
the pleasure of being a part of such a selfless
and gratifying event. It was a wonderful
experience to witness these kids handing out

food, hot coffee, blankets, shoes, and toiletries.
One of them even walked over to a man
sleeping on the steps of a Church, left a bagged
lunch beside him, and draped a warm blanket
over him. How heartwarming knowing our
youth is exuberating such compassion at a
young age. It is such a pivotal moment for this
short time in their adolescence years. Human
compassion is not always taught. It needs to be
experienced.

In April, our Youth Group will have another
opportunity to help those less fortunate and in
need.We will be doing a Breakfast Run into the
city on a Saturday morning. We will be serving

A Lifestyle ofWorship (continued from page 14)

Youth Group News
by StephanieGiordano

(continued on page 16)
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1 7 Church Rd
Pawling, NY 12564

Return Service Requested

To:

the homeless with a warm pre-cooked
breakfast, pastries, and coffee. In addition we
will also host our 2nd Spaghetti Dinner to raise
money for our annual Outreach Mission Trip.
This year will most certainly bring forth
opportunities for the group to give and help
others. Our congregation is blessed to have
some of the brightest, compassionate, caring,
and giving young ones. They will continue to

prosper with our love and support, but more
importantly knowing that they are blessed with
God’s constant guidance. They are His beloved
children. It is our job to always remind them of
that.

Thank you for your constant support.

Peace, love, and blessings,
Stephanie Giordano

The children at CCNS have been having a
wonderful winter enjoying the snow. We’re so
lucky to have such a wonderful outdoor area to
play and observe the beauty ofwinter. There are
snowmen outside in the playground as well as
lining our hallway. Each family has created
their own snowman with various materials and
they’re parading down our hallway. The
children continue to learn and grow in so many
ways each day.

It’s hard to believe we’re getting ready for the
2013-2014 school year. Our Open House and
Registration for new families will be held on
Saturday February 2 from 10am – 2 pm.
Please feel free to contact me for information.
845 855-7309 or
christchurchnurseryschool@comcast.net.

Thank you for your continued support.
Camille Ludington

Christ Church Nursery School Update
by Camille Ludington

Youth Group News (continued from page 15)




