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by Reverend Mark Allan
keep coming. Consider all that, together we do,
to keep our church the kind of place people will
travel to be a part of. Think about our Sunday
School and Youth Group – think about the
many wonderful music programs – think of our
new Stephen ministry program – and think
about the meaningful worship we share each
and every Sunday. And those are just a small
sampling of what Christ Church is.
What is our response to God’s blessings? What
do want our church to be? Shortly each family
in our church will receive a packet asking you
to think about these things. It will contain our
narrative budget and a faith commitment card.
It is only by each of us committing to God’s
work through this ministry that we can be the
church God calls us to be. It is only by all of us
saying “Yes, God has blessed me – Yes, I want
Grace upon grace. That is the story of what God to be a part of all that this church does” that we
offers us. It is also the reminder of how we are can rise to be what we know we can be. It takes
called to live our faith. And so it is fitting that all of us to make that happen. As we work on
planning our programs and budget for 2013,
it is the theme of this year’s stewardship
decisions are made based upon the pledges we
program.
God blesses each of us in many different ways. receive.
On Sunday, November 18th we will have our
No matter what life brings, we know God’s
Commitment Sunday. We will all be
presence and goodness. But how do we respond Faith
to come forward and place our cards in
to that? That is the question each of us, around invited
the offering box. After church we will share one
this time of year, is asked to prayerfully and
of our great potluck lunches. It is always a
deeply consider.
special day for us, and one in which we
I often tell folks that our church is different in recommit to the wonderful place and ministry
many ways. One way is that our congregation we find here. Thank you for your help and
dedication in these important things. May God
lives in over a dozen different zip code areas.
That is very unusual for most churches. But it continue to bless our church and all who find
healing and hope here.
tells us that folks come here, not necessarily
because it is in their backyard, but because
there is something here that feeds them. Think In His Name,
of what you first found here that causes you to Rev. Mark+
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by Karen Matthews
October News
Sunday School has had a very busy and
productive month. We started the month of
October by learning more about Communion.
Pastor Mark led a Family Communion Class
which was well-attended by many young
families. The following weekend, children
were invited to stay at worship for World
Communion Sunday and receive Communion
with their families. Many older children
stayed, and the younger ones had a lesson in
Lankler Hall about Communion. This format
seemed to work well, so we will try this again
for Communion on November 4th.
On October 14th, about 15 children and their
parents stayed after coffee hour to help plant
flower bulbs around the church. We had many
generous donations of bulbs and a few
perennials. We look forward to seeing some
beautiful blooms this spring! I hope this might
become an annual event; it was a lot of fun!
Thank you to everyone who donated and
planted. Our next service project will have a
holiday theme. Details will follow, so stay
tuned!
Speaking of holidays, preparations are already
beginning for this year's Christmas Pageant.
Parents with special talents (costumes, props,
theatrics) are encouraged to share! Contact
Karen Matthews or your child's Sunday School
teacher if you would like to help out.

by Barbara Vogel
Creative Blessings gathers to show our faith
through our fiber talents (quilting, knitting and
crochetting). The main project of our group
during this third (yes, 3 rd!) year of creating has
been making comforting blankets which we
will donate to Project Linus™.
Project Linus is a nonprofit organization that
provides homemade blankets to children in
need. You will be able to see uur collection of
quilted, knitted and crocheted blankets when
they adorn the sanctuary on Consecration
Sunday, November 18 th.
As we bring our pledges of our tithes and
offerings forward, the donation of these
blankets will be a visible sign of the caring
Family that is Christ Church.
For specific information about Project Linus,
please visit the website: www.projectlinus.org.

Add Your Mark
to Clarion
If you would like to make a submission to the
Clarion, send your article to Bob Reilly at:
ClarionCCoQH@gmail.com

(caps not needed, but I like the look better)

.

Please send your submission by the 15 th of the
preceding month.
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Christ Church Nursery School

by Camille Ludington
Autumn is a beautiful
time at Christ Church
Nursery School. The
hallways are full of
colorful artwork
celebrating the beauty of
the nature around us. We
will be spending the
month of November celebrating our families
and friends and everything we are thankful for.
The children and their families will be helping
the Pawling Resource Center by donating food
baskets for Thanksgiving. The children
continue to learn and grow each day.
Thank you to Christ Church for all of its
support.
Sincerely,
Camille Ludington

by Reverend Mark Allan
Advent is a special time of year, which
happens at a busy time of year. To help us
fully receive what Advent can mean, Rev.
Mark is writing a special devotional booklet
this year. We hope and pray this can guide us
through the days ofAdvent so we wholly grasp
what Christ coming into our lives might mean.
Be sure to look for this devotional as
December arrives. Our days preparing for
Christmas might still be busy, but perhaps this
might be a way to find more meaning in each
of them.
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• Celebrating communion on November 4th.
“Do this in remembrance of me.”
• Journeying together with our own Jon
Olsen as guest preacher on November 11 th.
“Count your blessings; name them one by
one.”
• Consecrating our stewardship pledges on
November 18 th. “Bring the whole tithe into
the storehouse, and see – I will throw open
the floodgates of heaven and pour out so
much blessing that you will not have room
enough for it.”
• Gathering for a time ofThanksgiving on
November 22nd with Doug and Mimi
by Barbara Vogel
Hedwig leading this briefThursday
Worship Is an attitude, a spiritual experience, a
morning service. “Let us come before him
gathering of the family, a way of life. We have
with thanksgiving.”
been created to worship and are incomplete if
• Offering our grateful praise on November
we do not. Worship involves both spiritual
25. “How good it is to sing praises to our
experience and down-to-earth reality. Worship
God, how pleasant and fitting to praise
Is serious and joyful, sobering and full of
him!”
laughter. Worship Is more than a Sunday
• Anticipating the birth of Christ on
morning service, but those Sunday morning
December 2nd. “He will be called
services are where our faith is strengthened.
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
During the month of November Worship Is
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
Worship Is a journey. “Send forth your light
and your truth, let them guide me; let them
bring me to your holy mountain to the place
where you dwell.”
:

make this a special day that honors our strong
community spirit and the creativity and
generosity of our membership.
We will meet to plan the Consecration Sunday
Potluck and to write some greeting cards on
November 4th after coffee hour.
Won't you consider joining The Congregational
Life Team? Our team oversees the hospitality
by Mimi Hedwig & Linda Chase
functions of our congregation such as coffee
Congregational Life Co-Chairs
hour, receptions, potlucks, and some of the care
On Sunday November 18 th the church will
ministries such as "The Clarion," the women's
celebrate our many blessings with a potluck
retreat, and the Card Ministry. We meet
brunch to mark Consecration Sunday. All
monthly and love new energy and new ideas.
offerings of food and help with planning, setup Please consider lending your special gifts to
and cleanup are welcome. Please see the Atrium strengthen our church's caring "in-reach" to its
bulletin board for a sign up sheet and help to
members and friends.

Brunch
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Take My Son...

November 2012

There was silence...
sent by Elizabeth Hayner
Then a voice in the back of the room shouted, “We
want to see the famous paintings. Skip this one. ”
A wealthy man and his son loved to collect rare
works of art. They had everything in their
But the auctioneer persisted. “Will somebody bid
collection, from Picasso to Raphael. They would
for this painting? Who will start the bidding? $100,
often sit together and admire the great works of art. $200?”
When the Vietnam conflict broke out, the son went Another voice angrily said. “We didn't come to see
to war. He was very courageous and died in battle this painting. We came to see the Van Gogh's, the
while rescuing another soldier. The father was
Rembrandts. Get on with the Real bids! ”
notified and grieved deeply for his only son.
But still the auctioneer continued. “The son! The
About a month later, just before Christmas, There son! Who'll take the son?”
was a knock at the door. A young man
Finally, a voice came from the very
stood at the door with a large package
back of the room. It was the longtime
in his hands.
gardener of the man and his son. “I'll
He said, “Sir, you don't know me, but I
give $10 for the painting... ” Being a
am the soldier for whom your son gave
poor man, it was all he could afford.
his life. He saved many lives that day,
“We have $10, who will bid $20?”
and he was carrying me to safety when
a bullet struck him in the heart and he
“Give it to him for $10. Let's see the
died instantly... He often talked about
masters. ”
you, and your love for art." The young
The crowd was becoming angry. They
man held out this package. “I know this
didn't want the picture of the son. They
isn't much. I'm not really a great artist,
wanted the more worthy investments
but I think your son would have wanted
for their collections.
you to have this. ”
auctioneer pounded the gavel. “Going once,
The father opened the package. It was a portrait of The
twice, SOLD for $10! ”
his son, painted by the young man. He stared in
A man sitting on the second row shouted, “Now
awe at the way the soldier had captured the
let's get on with the collection! ”
personality of his son in the painting. The father
was so drawn to the eyes that his own eyes welled The auctioneer laid down his gavel. “I'm sorry, the
up with tears. He thanked the young man and
auction is over. ”
offered to pay him for the picture. “Oh, no sir, I
could never repay what your son did for me. It's a “What about the paintings?”
gift. ”
“I am sorry. When I was called to conduct this
The father hung the portrait over his mantle. Every auction, I was told of a secret stipulation in the
time visitors came to his home he took them to see will... I was not allowed to reveal that stipulation
the portrait of his son before he showed them any until this time. Only the painting of the son would
be auctioned. Whoever bought that painting would
of the other great works he had collected.
inherit the entire estate, including the paintings.
When the man died, there was to be a great auction
The man who took the son gets everything! ”
of his paintings. Many people gathered, excited
over having an opportunity to purchase one for
God gave His son over 2,000 years ago to die on
their collection.
the Cross. Much like the auctioneer, His message
today is: “The Son, the Son, who'll take the Son?”
On the platform sat the painting of the son. The
auctioneer pounded his gavel. “We will start the
Because, you see, whoever takes the Son gets
bidding with this picture of the son. Who will bid everything! God Bless.
for this picture?”
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The World Famous
Annual Christmas
Bazaar

kept busy organizing and setting up displays,
cleaning and pricing donations, making
wreaths, and baking! Donations of Goods and
Services for the Silent Auction need to be made
by Wednesday, November 28 th as the booklet
will go to print on Thursday, November 29 th.
Donations of Jewelery will be accepted through
Thursday, November 29 th. Donations to the
White/Pink Elephant, Books, and Boutique will
st
be accepted until 3:00pm on Friday, November
Saturday, December 1
29 th. All this timing is a way for everyone to
by Barbara Vogel
assist the many volunteers who sort, clean, and
The Christmas Bazaar is coming! The
price each and every donation. This huge task
Christmas Bazaar is Coming! Publicity for the needs to be completed early Friday afternoon.
Baked Goods may be brought to the kitchen
Bazaar begins in earnest during the month of
Friday, between the hours of 9:00am and
November: posters are placed, and press
releases published. New this year is an 8 ½ x 11 5:00pm, and from 8:00 and 11:00am on
Saturday morning.
flier that we will email to the members of
There will be a brief meeting for all volunteers
CCoQH and friends listed in the church
directory. We encourage one and all to forward on Sunday, November 11 th during coffee hour.
the flier to friends & family, and perhaps print We will use the time to review the
payment/credit card processes, answer
out a copy to post along one’s daily travels.
questions, and address your comments.
Meanwhile, the preparation for the Annual
Christmas Bazaar continues to brew behind the The goal of this annual event is to raise funds
scenes.
for the Outreach Ministry of Christ Church.
Come the last week of November, all things
A huge “Thank You!” to all who continue to
Bazaar become very obvious, with everyone
work on this very special event.

Our Faith Commitments

by Reverend Mark Allan
Our largest source of income comes from
folks have found that a credit card or automatic
pledges that you and others make. We are
transfer a convenient way to take care of this.
grateful to each of you who make such a
If you need to know where you are on your
pledge, because without you our ministry
pledge, or would like to set up an automatic
would be very different. Recently you have
payment, please contact the church office. We
received a quarterly statement showing where hope to end the year without a deficit, but that
you are in that “faith commitment”. As we
will require that we all keep current on our
move closer to year end, keeping current on our pledges. Thank you very much!
pledge becomes even more important. Many

e‐Clarion
To receive the Clarion in a full color PDF e-mail, send your request and e-mail address to:
ccoqh@comcast.net
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Our next Midnight Run to Additionally, we would greatly welcome your
New York City will occur donating any of the following clothing items:
on November 10, 2012
Gently Used Clean Clothing
Please consider donating
• Warm Winter Coats
by John Brockway the following items:
• "Hoodie" Sweatshirts
• Warm Sweaters and Fleeces
Ingredients for 100 Sack Lunches
• Warm Long-Sleeve Shirts and T-Shirts
• 75 drink/juice boxes
• New White Sport/Tube Socks
• 75 bottles of water
• Warm Jeans or Warm Pants
• 12 dozen medium cookies
• Boots/Sneakers/Shoes
• 6 dozen "other" treats
• New Men's and Women's Underwear
• 16 large loaves of sliced bread
• Toiletries/Soap/Toothbrushes
• 200 sliced pre-packaged cheese
• Hats/Gloves/Scarves
• 12 pounds sliced cold cuts
• 100 pieces of fruit
• 40 applesauce cups
Many of the homeless we meet and help can also use backpacks, blankets, anything that may help
during the chilly nights ahead. About 5%-10% of the homeless are women. Please keep them in
mind too.
If you can, consider joining us that night. We need 4 to 5 drivers as well. Meet at Lankler Hall
Christ Church on Quaker Hill at 7:00 p.m. Look for sign-up charts and donation tables in the
atrium.
.

Christ Church on Quaker Hill
17 Church Rd
Pawling, NY 12564
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