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FALL FAMILY NEWSLETTER                                                 
SEPTEMBER, 2011
Our feature family for the month is Lie-Nielsen.  Mother Denisse is an assisting minister and substitute Sunday School teacher and daughter Marie Sophie is an acolyte.  The following is written by Denisse for the newsletter.  “Our family is very happy to be part of South Miami Lutheran Church!  It is a place where we feel welcome, where we can volunteer to help others, and where we can learn more about how to be better human beings.   We are a trilingual family, speaking Norwegian, Spanish and English, and borrowing the most important traditions from the American, Scandinavian and Salvadoran cultures that we hold dear to our hearts.  My husband and I got married 15 years ago in Emmanuel Lutheran Church on Brickell and have since lived in NYC and Oslo before moving to Miami……Both Alexander and Marie Sophie were baptized in Bergen on the west coast of Norway with their Norwegian grandparents and family; and it was so special years later to have them both take their First Communion here in Miami at SMLC with their Salvadoran grandparents and family!.......We have found that we love this church and the way its teachings are presented to both children and adults.  We are blessed to be part of this church’s family and we look forward to many more exciting years of service!”  And we at SMLC are thrilled to have you as part of our church family.
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On October 2nd our church service time will be changing to 9:00 am for a trial period through January 2012.  SMLC and St. Marks both conducted surveys to determine the best time procedures for both congregations.  It is for the best interest of both congregations to have Pastor Perry conduct worship services every Sunday at each church.  Both Pastor Perry and Pastor Kopania were in favor of this arrangement and Pastor Kopania will now be able to conduct German worship services at St. Marks every Sunday morning.  
We will continue using the summer liturgy until November 27, so keep sending in your favorite hymns.
[image: ]Also on October 2nd we will have rally day with the preschool and our Sunday School….more about this later in the newsletter.

SMLC entrance will have a new look in about six weeks.  After much discussion…we will have the glass doors in the back of the sanctuary which is really the entrance to the sanctuary.  They will be equipped with alarm sensors and the existing wood sliding doors will still be there for hurricane protection.  As specified at the beginning of this project all money has been raised specifically for this project and will not affect the budget of the church.  It will truly be beautiful to see the interior of the church and our stained glass window even when the doors are closed. .
PRESCHOOL NEWS…..After a busy summer that seemed to fly by - our Preschool held their “Open House” on Friday, August 19th.  This event is designed to let the parents and the children see their classrooms for the coming year and meet their teachers.  Yolanda Borroto, our Preschool Executive Director welcomed the families and the children and introduced Pastor Perry to them.  He led an opening prayer and then talked briefly about the chapel experience and invited the parents to attend whenever they could.  It was a short evening – but set the stage for hopefully another great year for our school.
[image: C:\Users\Church Office\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\NUR653TH\MC900358131[1].wmf]VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL….Vacation Bible School was held the first week of “summer camp” at our Preschool.  Many thanks go to all of the Preschool staff and teachers for teaching the lessons and doing the crafts.  Also special thanks go to Lesley Ady – who once again took care of helping the children prepare the snacks each day that went with the stories.  This year’s theme was “The Great Bible Reef”.  Thanks also to all of the congregation members who donated food items to help make the snacks – such as “Donut Hole Octopus” and “Crabby Crackers”.
[image: C:\Users\Church Office\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\TDSCWDCA\MC900286604[1].wmf]Our annual summer celebration was held on Thursday evening of VBS; Robbie Ehlies, Dennise and Alexander Lie-Nielsen and others helped with the games and served pizza to the families.  The children led by Pastor Perry sang some of the songs they had learned during the week.  In addition two teachers of the preschool were honored for years of service to SMLCS, Marta Jimenez-Martin and Cindy Morales.
 RALLY DAY    OCTOBER 2ND
Remember this is the same day we start the day a little earlier at SMLC.  During the service our Sunday School teachers, Preschool teachers and Preschool staff will be installed.  After the service we will be having our annual picnic with hamburgers, hotdogs and lots of goodies our church and preschool families provide.  For the children (little and big) there will be an “Adventure Zone” featuring a bounce house, a water slide feature and a bunch of other “adventures”  In addition “Happy the Clown” will be on hand making her famous balloon animals and balloon hats (see the picture on our bulletin board for more details on that!)  We hope all of our church and preschool families will come share the fun this day!
[image: C:\Users\Church Office\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\OM4BL9RZ\MM900288930[1].gif]COMMUNITY CONCERNS…..It is the time of year when our church really becomes involved with our outreach programs…The Lazarus Project for the Village of Hope in Haiti was sent 12 Christmas kits a few weeks ago.  This is the fourth year we have participated in this project.
Information for the Good Samaritan Christmas Child boxes will be received soon.  Our congregation and preschool always send a large group of boxes and it is always fun to find items that fit into the boxes.  Operation Thank You to the Troops items are still being collected and packing should be in October.  Our sewing group continues to prepare baby quilts and lap robes for distribution and we will again with the help of Thrivent prepare 20 food baskets for Thanksgiving and 20 for Christmas.  As we did last year we will ask for canned good donations from both the preschool students as well as our members.
[image: C:\Users\Church Office\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\XDHVAHAM\MC900324816[1].wmf]MEMBER NEWS….In August Pastor Perry performed the wedding ceremony for our new members Barbara Gonzalez and Jason Semeraro…may they have a wonderful future together (Barbara has already served as a substitute Sunday 
[image: C:\Users\Church Office\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\70IXZAX6\MC900324816[1].wmf]school teacher).  Our college students have all returned to school. The Pohl girls, Brittany as a senior and Danielle as a sophomore to Hillsdale College in Michigan.  Vicki Martinson is a junior at the University of Miami and sister Kim is a freshman at Florida State.   Marie Sophie Lie-Nielsen and Chloe Settler have become middle school students.  If I missed any of our students changing status, let me know and we’ll correct in next issue.
Tim Anderson is still at Purdue Medical Center but is able to visit the Palm Hammock Nursery occasionally to have a home visit.  Pastor visits Elsie Balsiger and Maurice and Fred Sargent at East Ridge. Richard and Shirley Dahl seem to be taking turns visiting doctors and hard to reach since they spend so much time commuting to South Miami Hospital. 
[image: C:\Users\Church Office\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\OM4BL9RZ\MC900384268[1].wmf]Canada seemed to be the destination for many of our members this year…Ann Martin went to Canadian Maritimes by car during the summer.  Dale and Carole Sandin are going on a cruise out of Boston in October and Doris Crouch and daughter Patty are going on a cruise to the area also in October (not the same cruise) The Peltons are leaving this month for their annual trip to the balloon show in New Mexico and hope to use the balloon trip certificate that she bought at the Thrivent auction a few years ago.  Carol Pohl, daughter Cindy and granddaughter Nichole Kovacs are going to Albuerque also and then on an extended western state tour.  Kathryn Watkins has been back and forth to Germany this summer and is now in Branson.  If you recognize all these names you’ll know that most are members of the sewing group …. so it is surprising that we accomplished so much quilt making this summer.  
Congratulations to Jessica and Orlando Sanchez on the birth of their TINY baby girl, Gianna Maria.  She is doing well but still at Jackson Hospital.                                                      
Our new membership directory looks beautiful, thanks to the committee.  Extra copies are available from the office for a cost of $5.00 each.

[image: C:\Users\Church Office\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\B93U5XOA\MC900351356[1].wmf]CHURCH WORKDAY, SATURDAY OCTOBER 15….ALL ARE INVITED and encouraged to attend.   We will find something for everyone to do, indoors or out, young or old. 
****************************************************                          
SUNDAY OCTOBER 30 THERE WILL BE A CELEBRATION FOR PASTOR PERRY’S 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS ORDINATION.  WE WILL HAVE A JOINT CELEBRATION SERVICE WITH ST. MARKS.   More details later. 
**********************************************************
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SMLC FALL COMMUNITY FLEA MARKET            
OCTOBER 29    8am-3pm        
As usual we need all the help we can get.   Carol Johnson will again be in charge of the sweet booth, Lesley Ady will be supervising the food booth, Jose Darrican will be the early, early am manager, and Kathryn Watkins will head the book committee.    This is our major fund raising activity for the year and the community looks forward to it and it gives our members an opportunity to mix with the community.  If you have any questions please contact Elaine Mills or the church office.



Remember this is your newsletter, let me hear from you.      Elaine Mills, Editor  [image: MC900048128[1]]
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