
With the sermon series this Fall, we will go where few have gone before and study the book 
of Esther.  Most theologians and pastors have strayed from a study of this historical book 
whose hero is actually a heroine.  There are no commentaries that were ever written on it in 
the first 7 centuries.  John Calvin never preached from the book of Esther, and Martin Luther 
despised it, saying, “I am so great an enemy to the second book of Maccabees, and to Esther, 
that I wish that they had not come to us at all.”  Even the author of one of the leading 
modern commentaries on the book advises pastors not to preach on the entire book.  

The struggle Luther and many others have had with the story of Esther is that on the face 
of it is God nowhere appears to be found within its pages.  God’s name is never mentioned 
or even referred to; there is no prophet or priest or word from the Lord; there is no obvious 
miracle or sign of God’s will or desire; there is a call to pray, but you never see or hear anyone 
praying.  As a result, the interpreter and teacher are left to struggle with what God is saying 
in this book to us and what purpose it serves in the testimony of Holy Scripture.  

In addition, the book contains parts that are excessively immoral.  The first chapter of the 
book is an example of sin unleashed.  It resembles a bonfire of the vanities or something 
similar to the movie The Wolf of Wall Street (which I have not seen or recommend).  And the 
end of the book and the explanation for the Feast of Purim in the Jewish calendar is fraught 
with moral ambiguity and questions.  
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Even the heroes in the story engage in action that could be considered less than exemplary.  
Esther and Mordecai are examples of professed believers who have assimilated more with the 
society they reside in, than reject the norms of the culture because of the true city they belong 
too.  Mordecai refused to return home with his family to Jerusalem when offered the oppor-
tunity through the edict of Cyrus; he disguised his nationality, and instructed his cousin to do 
the same.  His refusal to respectfully honor his boss resulted in the attempted genocide of his 
people, and when it came to his niece being drafted into the harem of the king, though resis-
tance would have been futile, the story does not record that he did anything to try and stop it.

When it comes to Esther, who lost her parents at a very young age and was raised by her 
cousin Mordecai, she is not portrayed as she is seen in the Veggie Tales adaptation of the 
story, just an ordinary girl who becomes queen.  She is more a product of the culture she 
resides in than the law she is called to obey.  In public she goes by her Persian name, rather 
than her Hebrew name; like her cousin she hides her faith and nationality from her neighbors 
and even her husband, the king; there is no evidence that she obeyed the dietary laws of her 
Jewish faith like Daniel and his friends did in a similar situation.  She actively participates 
and seeks to win the 1st “Bachelor” contest in Persia, and in the end, sleeps with a pagan and 
idolatrous king, and wins his favor over all the other virgins in the land.  If truth be told, no 
one in the book of Esther comes out looking completely clean.  

Despite all of these things, Esther is instrumental in saving her people from destruction and 
annihilation.  Through an amazing turn of events and good “fortune,” the enemies of God’s 
people are thwarted and destroyed, Esther and Mordecai are raised to the heights of power 
and influence, and ultimately used to accomplish God’s will in salvation and in judgment.  
Though God is never mentioned, referred to, or acknowledge, throughout the story, he appears 
in silhouette throughout the pages of the book.



The story of Esther is an example of God accomplishing his perfect will through imperfect 
people.  Nobody comes off looking great in this story.  It is a reminder that for Christians, we 
are not good people who do bad things; we are bad people and only Christ is good and does 
good things.  

The story is also an example of God’s relentless love for his people and willingness to defend 
them no matter what.  Within the story of Scripture, God defended his people Israel against 
all opposition.  Their presence in Babylon was the direct result of their own idolatrous affair 
with pagan gods.  But even though they were guilty of adultery and had forsaken their covenant 
vows, they were still under his watchful care and protection.  

Likewise, God has showed his faithful covenant love and care with the coming of Jesus 
Christ who is a better Esther and a better Mordecai.  He is willing to defend his church and 
not be a king who takes from his people for his pleasure, like Ahasuerus, but a king who 
gives himself away for our pleasure and salvation, like Jesus.  He was a king whose kingdom 
was not for himself, but for his church, and he was willing to not only risk his life to defend 
her, but die and give us the ‘keys to the kingdom’ in our place, that we might be saved from 
our immortal Haman, the Evil One.  

The story of Esther is like no other in the Bible.  It is a gripping tale that filled with irony; 
it contains many feasts of rejoicing and a call to fasting and prayer; it makes you laugh at the 
villains, and cry with the heroes who are just like you and me.  In the end, it is the story of a 
great reversal of fortune, achieved only by God’s grace.  



Sermon Series on Esther 

1. Esther 1:1-22                 The King With No Clothes 

2. Esther 2:1-18          The Bachelor

3. Esther 2:19-3:15          A Royal Decree

4. Esther 4:1-17          For a Time Such as This

5. Esther 5:1-14          Feast or Famine

6. Esther 6:1-13          Great Reversal 

7. Esther 6:14-7:10          Coming Out of the Closet    
 
8. Esther 8:1-17          Salvation Comes at Last 

9. Esther 9:1-10:3          Victory Party


