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From the Pen of Reverend Terry          

 

Happy New Year!   

What are your plans for the New Year?  Have you made any resolutions?  Well, you 
better hurry.  The New Year is just around the corner.   

Confused?  Think I may have finally cracked?  Don’t worry.  I know that we are still quite 
a ways from January 1.  And that’s ok, because I’m not referring to that New Year.  
What I’m talking about is the church’s New Year which begins with the First Sunday of 
Advent.   This year, our New Year starts on November 27.    

On November 27, we will begin the season of Advent, a time of preparing for both the 
birth of Jesus in Bethlehem and the coming of Christ at the end of the age.  We’ll hang 
Chrismons on the tree and light the first Advent Candle.  While the rest of the world is 
winding down the year, we will be starting ours.   

The Christian year follows the life of Christ.  In 386 AD, John Chrysostom described the 
church year in one of his sermons.  He said, “For if Christ had not been born into flesh he 
would not have been baptized, which is the Theophany (Epiphany), he would not have been 
crucified and risen which is the Pascha (Easter), he would not have sent down the Spirit, 
which is the Pentecost.”   

We continue the tradition of moving through the gospel story every year.  We begin with 
the four weeks of Advent hearing again “the voice of one crying in the wilderness.  
Prepare the way of the Lord.” Mark 1:3.  On Christmas Eve we light candles in the 
darkness proclaiming Jesus’ imminent birth.  Christmas Day we celebrate with joy, “the 
Word made flesh.”  The Advent/Christmas cycle continues through Epiphany, as we stand 
amazed on the banks of the Jordan watching John baptize Jesus.     

The second major cycle of the Christian year, Lent begins with Ash Wednesday.  During 
Lent we journey with Jesus and the disciples to the cross.  Come Easter, we rejoice with 
his followers that the tomb is empty.  The Easter cycle ends with Pentecost Sunday when 
we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit.   

So back to my original question, “What are your plans for the New Year?  Have you made 

any resolutions?”   

 

                                                                                                        Many Blessings, 
 

                                                                                                        Terry 
                            



 2 

SUNDAYS IN NOVEMBER 

 

November 6 –Day Light Savings Time  

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78:1-7 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13 

Communion  

“The Wise and Foolish Virgins” 

 

 

November 13 

33rd  Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30 

Called Congregational Meeting - Potluck  

“Parable of the Talents” 

 

November 20 

Christ the King 

34th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100 

Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46 

Blessing of the Food Pantry  

Communion  

“Least of These” 

 

Adorn for Advent 

(Preparing the Sanctuary for Advent 

And Christmas) 

3:00 – 4:00  

 

 

November 27 

1st Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 

Colossians 1:1-8; 28-29; Mark 13:24-37 

Hanging the Chrismons 

“Keep Awake” 
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Dear Friends, 
Thank you for your contribution of $393 to the Christmas Joy Offering. We are grateful for 
your generosity. In this season when we celebrate the child born in Bethlehem, we realize the 
birth of Jesus ushered in a new realm of God‟s love in the world. This love compels us to reach 
out with charity, justice and grace. 
Half of the gifts to the Offering keep faith with those who have spent their lives returning 
God‟s gifts through service to the church, and half enable students at racial ethnic schools and 
colleges to discern what gifts they have to offer. 
Clearly your congregation takes joy in praising God‟s love by sharing it with others. At a time 
when most Americans have been feeling the effects of the economic crisis, these gifts are even 
more important as the need of both racial ethnic students and the faithful servants of the 
church is always greater in times of economic stress. So especially at this time, we thank you 
for your continued faithfulness and generosity. May the Spirit of thanksgiving with which you 
gave continue to overflow abundantly within both your own lives and the life of your 
congregation. If you have any questions, suggestions, or comments about the Offering, please 
don‟t hesitate to contact me. I am here to serve. 
Grace, 
Margaret H. Boone - Special Offerings - Margaret.boone@pcusa.org 

Dear Friends,  

Thank you for your gifts of $415.71 & $15.00 to the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 
offering. We are grateful for your generosity. When you give to OGHS, you are making a 
conscious decision to bring the joy and love of Christ to some of the most vulnerable and 
desperate places and people around the world. Your contributions help by partnering in programs 
that help communities grow produce to consume and sell; by providing seeds and tools to Haitian 
farmers to assist in their recovery; and by enabling mobile health units to move quickly into 
areas affected by disaster. 

At a time when most Americans are feeling some economic pinch, the impact of the same crisis 
on people who lack any economic cushion can be literally a matter of life and death. So on 
behalf of those sisters and brothers for whom this help is a witness to God‟s ever-present love, 
I thank you for your generous gift. May the Spirit of thanksgiving with which you gave it 
continue to overflow abundantly within both your own lives and the life of your congregation. 

In Christ‟s grace and peace, 

Margaret Hall Boone 

Special Offerings 

margaret.boone@pcusa.org 
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Dear Ones, 
 

Just a note to tell you how much your 
wonderful notes have meant to me and 
Marian. 
The thoughts & prayers represented by 
these notes have been a source of 
strength and have reminded us of the 
wonderful love of our Savior. 
 
                   We pray blessings for you! 
                                 In his Love, 
                                 Dan Stavros 
 

 

 

 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful 

fellowship on Thursday mornings at 10:00 

a.m. in Memorial Hall! 

 

NOTICE 

ANYONE USING KEYS TO COME INTO THE CHURCH OUTSIDE 

OF REGULAR OFFICE HOURS, PLEASE CHECK EVERY DOOR TO 

SEE THEY ARE LOCKED AND FIRMLY SHUT BEFORE LEAVING 

EVEN IF YOU DID NOT COME IN THOSE DOORS. 

I so enjoyed the wonderful brunch and the 

presentation on the life of Fannie Crosby. I felt 

like I was hearing her tell her story. I learned 

so much about her life. Thank you for loving us 

so much that you invited us to share in Fannie 

Crosby‟s life.  

                     God Bless you for blessing me. 

                     Sandra Bonner 

 

Dear Ladies, 

Many kudos to your organization for the great 
brunch & entertaining program on Tuesday! 

We were delighted to participate & we than you for 
inviting us. 

                                                        Hugs & Prayers 
                                          Barbara Hough 

A LINK TO READ OR HEAR YOUR BIBLE 

ON LINE IS; 

http://www.jrsbible.info 

 

Dear Terry, 
Thank you for your Fannie. I had read her life 
story long ago, but do remember some of the 
songs. 

                                                 Judy Greene 

Thank you so much for the continued support Bull 

Shoals Presbyterian Church has shown Flippin School 

District. Your donations are and will continue to be put 

to good use for the kids of Flippin School District. 

                               Sincerely,  

                               Dale Query, Superintendent  
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Session Notes 

 

Session met on Tuesday, October 18 at 9:00.  Elders Norm Hockley, Ken Hobart, Jini Sass, 
Mary Kerr and Vicky Bair, Clerk of Session were present.  Rev. Terry Hart moderated.  Arabella 

Richardson attended as a guest.   

Session opened with prayer and a devotion based on Matthew 8:23-27.   

 

Correspondence - Transfer of membership request for Jean Hoefer was received from Yellville 

Presbyterian Church.   Session voted to accept her request to transfer her membership.   

 

Session heard the nominating committee report from Vicky Bair and the Presbytery report 

from commissioned elder, Jini Sass.  

 

Session agreed to call a congregational meeting following worship on November 13 to vote 

for church officers.   

 

Discussed a preliminary budget. 

 

Session voted:  

to add Jerry Jacobs of Bull Shoals United Methodist Church as a signee on the “Vicky Bair 
Tragedy Fund” at Arvest Bank.  Jerry is working with Jennifer and Greg Metts and other 

members of the community to repair Vicky’s home.  Rev. Terry is also part of this effort. 

to allow the Methodist Community Youth group (that meets on Wednesdays) to host a 
benefit for Vicky and her family on Saturday, Nov. 12.  We will be showing the movie, “How 
to Train Your Dragon” in the Christian Education room.  Admission will be free with 
donations gratefully accepted.  Concessions will be available. The Christian Education 

wing will be open for this event.   

      (The remainder of the church – Office, Sanctuary and Memorial Hall will be closed to 

the public during this time.) 

that the coffee cups with the Presbyterian Logo be used in the best service of the church. 

to hold an informational meeting on the Presbytery meeting packets prior to future 
scheduled Presbytery meetings.  Rev. Terry will work with Session to coordinate the 
timing of these meetings and to present the material.  The meetings will be open to all 

interested parties. 

to renew Rev. Terry’s interim contract for calendar year 2012. 

                                                                                                                                                                                      Con’t 
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to disband the personnel committee.  Personnel’s duties will fall to the Session.  Contact 

person for Pam Stauffer, pianist and choir director will Jini Sass; for Christi Partee, church 

secretary will be Rev. Terry and for Katy Federson, church janitor will be property. 

Session will meet on Tuesday, November 8 at 9:00 am in the Christian Education          

 room.                            

Food Bank Fundraiser Success 

Our participation in the BRIDGE BASH resulted in our local Bull Shoals Pantry receiving $1,223 in 

credit at the N.C. Arkansas Food Bank. That is approximately one month’s purchases from the Bank 

for our pantry. Thank you for your support in this event.  

Have you seen our new Pantry building going up at the corner of Lakeshore & Hillcrest? We are 

indebted to Dick Sass, Bud Blodgett & Dottie Smith for this. We hope to be in operation there 

before Christmas. 

We are taking donations (monetary) and applications for our Christmas basket project until 

December 1st. We anticipate an increase in need this year of 225 baskets, up from 195 distributed 

in 2010. 

Please continue your prayers for our community’s hungry and your donations and volunteer support. 

                                                                                                            Amy Johnson 

Hello from Iowa, 

It was so nice to get the newsletter again. You are 

such a fun busy church. We don‟t have a lot but I 

guess enough for the size. We have a lot of members 

but only 25 to 30 come. We have a good teacher for 

our adult Sunday school. We only have 3 little kids. 

All from the same family.  
 

Take care - Miss you all.       

                                             God Bless,  

                                             Elnora Koedam 

Dear Ladies, 

Many kudos to your organization for the great brunch 

& entertaining program on Tuesday! 

We were delighted to participate & we thank you for 

inviting us. 

                                            Hugs & Prayers 

                                             Barbara Hough 

             First Presbyterian Church - Mountain Home 
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CHURCH USHERS AND GREETERS 
 

 Greeters    Ushers  
 

 November  6 - Betty Aaron & Sandy Erickson                         November  6 - Irene Bere & Faye Brackett 

November 13 - Irene Bere & Mary Lou Bryant                         November 13 - Paul Graham & Ester Roberts 

November 20 - Faye Brackett & Betty Aaron                          November 20 - Betty Craig & Sandy Erickson 

November 27 - Norm Hockley & Bob Richardson                       November 27 - Bill & Mary Kerr 

       
 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.-2011 
November  6 - First, Siloam Springs                                     First, Rogers 

November 13 - First, Marianna                                           Westminster, Hot Springs 

November 20 - First, Paragould                                           Church Custodians 

November 27 - Mountainburg Church, Mountainburg                     Retired Ministers and Educators    

   
PLEASE NOTIFY PAT ERLEWINE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 

                                                                                                                                                              

BIRTHDAYS                               
    November                                           December 
 November  9 - Dale Jensen                                            December 4 - Tiffani Colmenero                       
 November 11 - Sandy Erickson                                       December 5 - Betty Hobbs 
 November 13 - Charlie Lowe                                           December 6 - Shirley Lowe 
 November 21 - Roger Simons II                                     December 11 - Jewel Riley 
 November 27 - Ed King                                                   December 15 - Susan Nixon 
                                                                                         
  
 
 
 

                                                 ANNIVERSARIES   
 
November 13 - Charlie & Shirley Lowe                            December 30 - Bob & Gloria Wiles 
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LIBRARY LINES FOR NOVEMBER 2011 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

 

                                       

The book of the month is “HER MOTHER’S HOPE”, by Francine Rivers.  

“After leaving her childhood home of Switzerland, young Marta Schneider 

dreamed of one day owning a boarding house until marriage and motherhood 

changed her ambitions. Determined to give her family a better life, she vows 

to raise strong children. But her tough love is often misunderstood, especially 

by her oldest daughter, ’Hildemara Rose, creating repercussions that will 

echo for generations. Spanning from the early 1900’s to the 1950’s, “Her 
Mother’s Hope” is the first part of a gripping and lyrical saga about family 

and faith, dreams and disappointments, and the depths of grace and 

forgiveness in one of life’s fiercest bonds- - “the love between mother and 

daughter.” 

We have had some no-fiction books donated also. Please check the new non-

fiction book rack in the children’s library. One of the books is: “Fanny 
Crosby’s Life Story.”  This is the story of the blind hymn writer, Fanny 

Crosby. Rev. Terry portrayed her for the PW Fall Festival. To read more 

about this amazing woman, read Rev. Terry’s article in the October 

Connection. 

Thank you all who donate books and financially to our library. Without your 

support, we would not have this wonderful library.  

Keep a watch for the Christmas books and videos. They will be put out at the 

end of November. 

                                                                                                                     Faye Brackett, Librarian  
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From Presbyterian Women (PW)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

    

 

 

      

The enjoyable memories of the September 27th Brunch continue to linger! We were 

delighted with the wonderful turnout of women from the other area churches! Thank 

you to Mary Kerr and Amy Johnson for chairing this event. Please be sure to read 

the wrap-up of the Brunch which appears elsewhere in this issue. 

By the time you receive this issue of the “Connection”, the October 22nd Baked 

Potato Bash, a major fundraiser for missions we support, will be another enjoyable 

memory. The results will appear in our Sunday Bulletin, and Jini Sass, Baked Potato 

Bash Chair, will have a wrap-up of the event in the December “Connection”. Thanks 

to everyone for the GREAT support! At our December 5th meeting we plan to 

allocate the profit to missions we support. 

There were seventeen enthusiastic, bubbly ladies at the October 3rd meeting. We 

agreed to again participate in the Flippin Headstart Christmas project with Vicky 

Bair, Chair. The project will be handled a little differently this year. Rather than 

each lady having to buy the list of gifts for a particular child, Vicky and Mary Kerr 

will purchase all the underwear, socks and books. We ladies will sign up for a child as 

in the past, share the cost and get together to wrap the gifts at church. You will be 

hearing more about this in the very near future. 

Thank you to all who are saving the Best Choice bar codes and depositing them in the 

appropriate envelope in the Church office. This is an easy fundraiser -- we hope to 

send in our second, 1,000 soon! 

On the agenda for the Monday, November 7th, 11:30 a.m. breakfast/luncheon 

meeting at the Village Wheel will be the election of 2012 officers. We continue to 

collect non-perishable food items for the Food Pantry at our meetings. Please plan to 

attend and sign the reservations sheet posted in the church office on or before 

Sunday, November 6th. All ladies - church members and friends of the church -- 

are automatically members of PW.   

Enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday -- we have so very much to be thankful for. We in 

PW are grateful and thankful for the loving support we receive from our church 

family and from the wonderful community in which we live. We count our many 

blessings! 

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                  God Bless!                                                                               
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PW Brunch Wrap-up! 

 

On a cool Tuesday morning, September 27th, the PW Women gathered early to 

prepare a beautiful fall brunch. 

There were home made quiches, sweet breads and 80 fruit cups, plus coffee, 

orange juice and water ready to be served. 

All the women from the local churches in the Bull Shoals area were invited, along 

with Yellville and Mountain Home. The final count was 79. 

Everyone who attended, received a needle point book mark made by Irene Bere and 

Betty Aaron that said “JESUS” on it. 

Eight door prizes were given away. There were two books on Fanny Crosby, and six 

tea cups with a small bag of bird seen for our small friends. 

Our pastor, Terry Hart “became” Fanny Crosby, a blind writer in real life drama and 

spoke about the life she lived. There is a wonderful story on the front page of the 

October Connection about Fanny Crosby. Thank you Rev. Hart!  

A great big thank you to the committee who made this brunch a big success. They 

are; Amy Johnson, Co-Chair, Irene Bere, Betty Aaron, Gloria Wiles, Pam Hobart, 

Dot Pitts, Norma Taylor, Jean Lyon, and Arabella Richardson. 

Let us not forget Ken Hobart who made all the coffee and helped run the dish 

washer with Vicky Bair. 

A good time was had by all and lots of great compliments were given. Thank you 

team and God Bless. 

                                                                                                   Mary Kerr 

                                                                                                    Chair 
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MISSION MINUTE 

 

NOVEMBER-2011 

Three Critical Global Issues 

A message from Hunter Farrell, director of Presbyterian World Mission 

Did you know that… 

Women and children bear a disproportionate share of the burden of poverty today and their number is 

increasing. Who will work to address the root causes of this plague that weakens the hope of so many? 

Two-thirds of the world‟s people have never heard the good news of God‟s love in Christ in a way that 

makes sense to them in their language and culture. Who will share with them this transforming love? 

The texture of warfare has changed significantly in our lifetime: while 90% of war casualties in World 

War II were among enlisted forces, more than 90% of today‟s war casualties are among civilians. Who 

will bring healing to the traumatized and work for reconciliation in a world where violence is glorified? 

Imagine a secret society - two million members strong - embedded in 10,000 communities across the most 

powerful nation in the world. Together, they speak a hundred languages, are one of the best educated 

groups in the country, can leverage incredible social capital from corporate boardrooms to the halls of 

Congress to professional associations across the country, and share a common perspective that is deeply 

rooted in their faith. They are teachers, doctors, factory workers, business executives, public officials, 

lawyers, and social workers. They have deep, long-term relationships with trusted partners in churches 

around the world. 

Imagine if this secret society - in an age of increasing individualism and societal fracturing - felt God‟s 

call to organize itself to make a significant, measurable impact on three critical global issues:  addressing 
the root causes of poverty as it impacts women and children; witnessing to God‟s love in Christ together 

with other members of Christ‟s body; and working for reconciliation amidst cultures of violence, including 

our own. The results would be astounding. 

Around the world, families would be freed from poverty‟s grip, people would come to know the good news of 

God‟s good intention for a realm of peace and justice, and communities would be protected from the 

scourge of violent conflict. But surprisingly, the impact would be every bit as transformative for the 

members of the secret society themselves: the members would find deeper meaning for their lives - a 

chance to live out their faith; young and old alike would come together in a heart-felt desire to make a 

difference in the world; even the divisions within their society would be seen through the lens of the unity 

that God‟s mission brings. 

Through consultation with the Presbyterian Church‟s global partners, mission workers and congregations‟ 

mission leaders, World Mission has heard a deep desire for all three groups to work together to form 

movements for justice, evangelism and reconciliation in the name of Jesus Christ. Over the next nine 

months, we‟ll be planning the specific strategies needed to address these monumental goals with 

Presbyterians across the denomination - and around the world. 

                                                                                Submitted by Faye Brackett 
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From the Deacons 

The Deacons have had several questions lately about the special and extended prayer lists 

printed in our weekly worship announcements. Here are the guidelines: 

The special and extended prayer lists are for immediate and critical concerns. 

To add someone to the prayer list, please contact Pat Erlewine. 

Before anyone can be added to either of these lists we must have their permission. 

Once someone‟s name has been added to the special prayer list, it may remain for two 

weeks. 

After two weeks, their name will be moved to the extended prayer list where it may 

remain for two more weeks. 

If you would like to have us send a “We Care” card to someone on the prayer list, please 

be sure to provide a mailing address at the time the prayer request is made.  

We love to hear how people we are praying for are faring - please let us know. 

 

The Woodpecker May Have to Go! 
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Bible Puzzle for November 
  
 

 

 

 

UNSCRAMBLE the letters into the the boxes at the right of each set of letters. Copy 

the letters in the numbered boxes to the other boxes with the same number  in the 

phrase below. Find solution hidden elsewhere in this Connection issue. 
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RECIPES 
 

 

Chicken Spaghetti 
By Lee Drummond - Pioneer Woman Cooks 

 
 
 

Ingredients 

2 cups Cooked Chicken 

3 cups Dry Spaghetti, Broken Into Two Inch Pieces 

2 cans Cream Of Mushroom Soup 

2 cups Grated Sharp Cheddar Cheese 

1/4 cup Finely Diced Green Pepper 

1/4 cup Finely Diced Onion 

1 jar (4 Ounce) Diced Pimentos, Drained 

2 cups Reserved Chicken Broth From Pot 

1 teaspoon Lawry's Seasoned Salt   

1/8 teaspoon (to 1/4 Teaspoon) Cayenne Pepper  

Salt And Pepper, to taste 

1 cup Additional Grated Sharp Cheddar Cheese 

 
Preparation Instructions 

Cook 1 cut up fryer and pick out the meat to make two cups. Cook spaghetti in same chicken broth 

until al dente. Do not overcook. When spaghetti is cooked, combine with remaining ingredients 

except additional 1 cup sharp cheddar. 

Place mixture in casserole pan and top with remaining sharp cheddar. Cover and freeze up to six 

months, cover and refrigerate up to two days, or bake immediately: 350 degrees for 45 minutes 

until bubbly. (If the cheese on top starts to get too cooked, cover with foil). 

 

If you have a recipe that you  have tried before and believe others might enjoy it , please drop 

it off at the office to be included in the next month’s newsletter. 

ADAM, GOSPEL, TIRE, GRAVE, HIGH GIVE GOD THE PRAISE 

(John 9:24) KJV 



 15 

 

THIS WE BELIEVE for  NOVEMBER 

““Therefore if anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation; the old is gone and the new has come!” 

Romans 5:17 
 

 

 ~MISSION STATEMENT~ 

“We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 

CHURCH STAFF 
Interim Pastor: Rev. Terry Hart 

Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Peni Lloyd 

Financial Secretary: Dick Sass, Asst. Financial Secretary: Elaine Miller 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                       Class of 2011                      Class of 2012                    Class of 2013 

                                        Betty Aaron                       James Hart                        Ed Lloyd 

                                       Sandy Erickson                    Pam Hobart                         Gloria Wiles 

                                       Bill Kerr                                                                               Pat Erlewine 

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                       Class of 2011                      Class of 2012                    Class of 2013 

                                       Peni Lloyd                          Norm Hockley                     Vicky Bair                                                              

                                       Mary Kerr                          Ken Hobart                       Jini Sass 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P. O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR.  72619 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


